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8.4 Advisory Council on Youth
Abridged report
 of the 9th meeting (Strasbourg, 17-18 February 2003)
——————————————

1.
The 9th meeting of the Advisory Council was held in Strasbourg on 17-18 February 2003. The meeting was chaired by the newly-elected Chairperson of the Advisory Council, Mr Lasse Thue (Norwegian Youth Council (LNU)).  The agenda appears in the Appendix to the present document. The meeting was preceded by a Training Course held on 16-17 February 2003 to introduce the newly-designated members of the Advisory Council to the work of the Council of Europe and in particular of the youth sector.

2.
At this meeting, the Advisory Council elected Mr Lasse Thue as its Chairperson for the 3 year duration of the present mandate of the Advisory Council (2003-2005). It also elected, as its Deputy Chairpersons, Mr Diogo de Belford-Henriques (Democratic Youth Community of Europe (DEMYC)) and Ms Ajsa Hadzibegovic (International Youth Hostelling Federation (IYHF)), and elected Ms Heather Roy (World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS)) and Ms Mariam Yassin (Young Women from Minorities (WFM)) as members of its Bureau.

3.
Furthermore, the Advisory Council elected eight of its members to the Programming Committee on Youth for the period 2003-2005, and nominated its representatives to the different groups of specialists and select committees of experts entrusted with the implementation of various elements of the 2003 intergovernmental programme of activities. It also nominated members as representatives on the Board of Coordination of the Partial Agreement on the Youth Card, and on the Coordinating Committee of the partnership with ERYICA.

4.
In particular, the Advisory Council nominated Ms Mariam Yassin as Rapporteur to prepare comments on Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1596 (2003) on the specific situation of young migrants by 31 May 2003, in accordance with decisions taken by the Ministers’ Deputies at their 828th meeting (item 3.1, 13 February 2003).
5.
The Advisory Council held an exchange of views with the Secretary to the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), and agreed to pursue possibilities for concrete co-operation with the ECRI during its mandate.

6.
Furthermore, it was informed of the progress of the Working Group on the revision of the European charter on the participation of young people in local and regional life, and received reports on the Colloquy “Dialogue serving intercultural and inter-religious communication” (Strasbourg, 7-9 October 2002) and on the Conference on Access to Social Rights (Valletta, 14-15 November 2002). 

7.
The Advisory Council held an exchange of views on the programme of activities of the youth sector for 2003, and for the triennial period 2003-2005, and held a discussion specifically on the visibility of youth sector activities, including on flagship events.

APPENDIX 1

Agenda

1.
Opening of the meeting by the oldest member

2.
Adoption of the draft agenda

3.
Election of the Chairperson

4.
Election of the Bureau of the Advisory Council (Vice-Chairs)

5.
Exchange of views with the Director of Youth and Sport

6.
Follow-up to the 6th Conference of European Ministers responsible for Youth 

7.
Programme of activities of the youth sector for 2003, and for the triennial period 2003-2005

8.
Nomination of members of the Advisory Council to the Programming Committee 

9.
Nomination of members of the Advisory Council to the groups of specialists and select committees of experts for the implementation of the 2003 programme of activities in the youth field

10.
Nomination of a member of the Advisory Council to the Board of Coordination of the Partial Agreement on the Youth Card

11.
Nomination of a member of the Advisory Council to the Coordinating Committee of the partnership with ERYICA 

12.
Visibility of Youth Sector activities (flagship events)

13.
Activities to be undertaken and priorities to be pursued during the present mandate of the Advisory Council

14.
Organisation of Study Sessions of the European Youth Centres

15.
Preparation of the 8th meeting of the Joint Council on Youth

16.
Progress report on the revision of the European Charter on the participation of young people in municipal and regional life

17.
Report on the Conference on Access to Social Rights and follow-up

18.
Report on the Colloquy “Dialogue serving intercultural and inter-religious communication”

19.
Exchange of views with the Secretary to the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance
20.
Opinion of the Advisory Council on Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1596 (2003) on the specific situation of young migrants

21.
Nomination of a member of the Advisory Council to the group to review the national youth policy of Malta

22.
Nomination of members of the Advisory Council to participate in the Spring Session of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe on Culture and Education (Strasbourg, 20 March 2003)

23.
Nomination of a member of the Advisory Council as Rapporteur for an opinion on the draft European Charter on general principles for protection of the environment and sustainable development
24.
Any other business

25.
Date and place of the next meeting

26.
Adoption of the abridged meeting report

� A more detailed report, and a list of participants, can be obtained from the Directorate of Youth and Sport (document DJS/CCJ (2003) PVA 9).
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