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1.
The European Committee on Migration (CDMG) held its 45th meeting from 25 to 27 March 2003.  The agenda appears in Appendix I.  The full report, including the list of participants, may be obtained from the department on request (CDMG(2003)20).

 

2.
The Committee drafted an opinion on Recommendation (2002) 1577 of the Parliamentary Assembly on the creation of a charter of intent on clandestine migration as it appears in Appendix II hereafter and submitted it to the Committee of Ministers as requested.

 

3.
The Director General for Social Cohesion reported on recent developments at the Council of Europe and especially on the follow-up to the 7th Conference of Ministers responsible for Migration Affairs. Regarding the upcoming Conference on ‘Migration in the Mediterranean: Prospects for the Future’ to be held in Malta in the frame of the Maltese Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers, the Committee agreed to invite Bulgaria (host of the last round-table) and Ukraine (host of the next round table in Autumn 2003). It further agreed to follow this procedure for every round table in order to ensure the continuity between them.

 

4.
The Committee held an extensive exchange of views on the proposal by the Secretary General for a structure to implement the Council of Europe Strategy on Migration Management. A number of key issues and concerns were identified by the members of the Committee including the need for a feasibility study.

In light of the proposed functions for the new structure, there was consensus among the Committee that it should be called an agency rather than an observatory.

Mrs Ioannou (Greece) informed the Committee that her Secretary General had written to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, formally supporting the proposal for an observatory or agency on migration and offering to host it in Athens. 

The Committee took note of and agreed the following timetable: 

-  Mediterranean Migration Conference (Malta, 10-11 April) – presentation and informal discussion with Mediterranean non-member states

- MG-IN (Strasbourg, 23-25 April), MG-FL and MG-ST (Strasbourg, 13-16 May) – discussion and views of committee experts on the role and functions of the Agency

- Preparation of detailed proposal based on discussions to date (feasibility study)

- Special open meeting of CDMG Bureau (June) to finalise proposal

- One day meeting for dialogue between CDMG and non-member countries of transit and origin – 3rd day following next CDMG meeting (Autumn, 2003)

 

5.
The committee took note of the information provided by other Council of Europe bodies and by the organisations attending the meeting.  

 

6.
It took note of the report of the 6th meeting of the Committee of Experts on Integration and Community Relations (MG-IN), and particularly of the survey this committee had launched on integration policies as a follow-up to the Ministerial Conference. 

 

7.
The Committee took note of the reports of the 4th and 5th meetings of the Committee of Experts on the Legal Status and other rights of Immigrants (MG-ST). It approved the publication of the study “The Legal Status of Migrants Admitted for Employment” that the MG-ST had commissioned and which should enable the MG-ST to draw up a draft recommendation on labour migration.   

 

8.
The committee took note of the report of the 4th meeting of the Committee of Experts on the Implementation of the Migration Management Strategy (MG-FL), and particularly of the results of the “Round Table on Labour Migration in Europe: An Alternative to Irregular Migration?” held in Sofia on 
24-25 October 2002.

9.
The CDMG took note of the report of the 14th meeting of the Specialist Group on Roma/Gypsies (MG-S-ROM) and examined the draft recommendation on improving the housing conditions of roma/gypsy and traveller communities in Europe which it sent back to the MG-S-ROM with instructions that the amendments sent in writing be incorporated into the text.
 

10.
The Committee held a mini-seminar on ‘The new patterns of irregular migration and the problems facing migrants”.
 

11.
The Committee took note of the current programme for 2003 and of the prospects for the draft programme for 2004.
 

12.
The Committee took note of the proposal by the Secretariat for a new activity on Access to minimum rights for persons in need and agreed, as a first step, to commission a study on obstacles for persons in need to effective enjoyment of rights.

 

13.
The results of the elections were as follows: 

 

Chair: Me Laakkonen (Finland)

 

Vice-Chair: Ms Ioannou (Greece).

 

Members of the Bureau: Mr Braun (Switzerland), Ms Monterisi (Italy), Mr Hedges (United Kingdom) and Mr Mo (Norway) were elected for a first term of office.  Mr Yeganyan (Armenia) was elected to replace Mr Malguinov (Russian Federation). Mr Villan (Belgium) and Mr Haisman (Czech Republic) were re-elected for a second term of office. 

Ms Tcholashka and Mr Kjeldgaard have completed their 2nd year of their second term of office as Bureau members.  The CDMG wished to thank them for their valuable contribution to its work. The CDMG warmly thanked Ms Fenzl (Austria) for her efficient Chairmanship and for her major contribution to the success of the Ministerial Conference in Helsinki. 

 

14.
The committee would like to hold its 46th meeting on 8 to 10 December 2003 in Rotterdam (the Netherlands) during the Dutch Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers and asked the Committee of Ministers to authorise the holding of the afore-mentioned meeting outside Strasbourg.

Appendix I

 

Draft opinion on the

Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1577 (2002) on the creation of a charter of intent on clandestine migration

 

1.
The CDMG welcomes the recommendation of the Parliamentary Assembly, which raises issues of great concern to the Committee. The Recommendation was discussed by the Bureau of the CDMG at its meeting on 27-28 January 2003, and circulated among the members of the CDMG for comment prior to, and in preparation of its meeting on 25-27 March 2003, on which occasion it adopted this opinion.

 

2.
The CDMG notes the increasing importance of irregular migration for the member States of the Council of Europe, and in particular for the future new members of the European Union; and recognises the importance of the ten principles as they are described in the sub paragraphs 11 (i) – (x) of Recommendation 1577 (2002).

 

3.
The CDMG recalls the relevant undertakings agreed by the European Ministers responsible for Migration Affairs at their 7th Conference (Helsinki, 16-17 September 2002) in their Final Declaration on the challenges for migration management policies, and, in particular those relating to:

 

A.
the development of channels for legal migration, including the pursuit of open  and transparent policies regarding labour migration, setting down clear rules on the recruitment and legal status of foreign workers, and making available to potential migrants complete and clear information on the conditions of admission, residence and work in the countries of destination (paragraph 30);

 

B.
the fight against smuggling and trafficking of human beings and migrant exploitation (paragraph 31);

 

C.
the setting-up of sustainable and close bilateral and multilateral co-operation between receiving, transit and origin countries, including improving the exchange of information to combat irregular migration, preventing irregular migration, and finding appropriate solutions with due respect to human rights (paragraph 32).

 

4.
However, taking into account existing international instruments, the CDMG does not consider it opportune for the present to elaborate a new international instrument on irregular migration as proposed in the Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1577 (2002), and submits the alternative proposals detailed below.

 

5.
In view of the importance of the UN Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime, and the supplementing Protocols to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children and Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, the member States that have not yet ratified these instruments should be actively encouraged to do so by the Committee of Ministers.

 

6.
Co-ordinating data collection, exchange of information and best practice on migration management and developing specific policy instruments relevant to the causes, manifestations and effects of irregular migration in the countries of origin, transit and destination are currently within the ambit of the work of the Committee of Experts on the implementation of the migration management strategy (MG-FL) and would also fall within the scope of the proposed European Agency on Migration.

 

7.
In the framework of its Assistance Programme for 2003, the CDMG is prepared to provide technical assistance in the development of information campaigns in countries of origin and transit and organise appropriate training programmes for the staff of emigration and immigration services on the relevant principles of the European Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers, the European Social Charter and the Framework principles on integration policies.     

 

Internet : http://cmline.coe.int (password access)

Intranet : http://cmline.dctnet.coe.int 
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