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at the 894th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

“The Committee of Ministers is deeply shocked by the barbaric terrorist attack in the Republic of North Ossetia – Alania of the Russian Federation, which has claimed the lives of hundreds of peaceful citizens, including many children.  The Committee of Ministers expresses its deep condolences to the families of the victims of this monstrous crime.  The Committee reiterates its solidarity with the people and the authorities of Russia at the time when this country, a member of the European family, has been subjected to a terrible ordeal.

The whole responsibility for this heinous act lies with the terrorists who have again shown a full denial of basic moral norms.  The terrorist assault in Beslan is also a direct blow against the values and principles that the Council of Europe stands for.  The attack against children, the most vulnerable group of society, cannot be justified in any way whatsoever.  Those who have organised it must not escape responsibility and must be brought to justice.  All Council of Europe member states will cooperate to this end.
The wave of terrorism that has struck Europe in the recent months has again raised the objective to unite our countries in order to eradicate this evil.  The Committee of Ministers is determined to advance the Council of Europe activities in the fight against terrorism for the sake of the people and the defence of their human rights, with a view to the speedy elaboration of effective international measures.”

