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Congress Recommendation 162 (2005) on the revision of the Charter of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe 

(TC-LARC(2006)1)
Background

At their 936th meeting (7 September 2005), the Deputies invited their Thematic Co-ordinator on local and regional co-operation (TC-LARC) to consider the proposals contained in Congress Recommendation 162 (2005) on the revision of the Charter of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe. He was asked to prepare a reply to the Congress, taking into account possible comments from the Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR).

The CDLR made a number of detailed comments on the proposed revision of the Charter, and these were communicated to the Committee of Ministers in Appendix 3 to the abridged report of the 36th meeting of the CDLR which took place in November 2005 (CM(2005)199). The Congress responded to the CDLR’s comments providing further clarifications where necessary (see CM(2005)199-Add).

In line with the mandate given by the Committee of Ministers, the TC-LARC has prepared, in document 
TC-LARC(2006)1, a draft reply including a revised draft statutory resolution and charter (to replace those adopted in March 2000) on the basis of Congress Recommendation 162 (2005) and in the light of the comments made by the CDLR and the comments made thereon by the Congress. In the course of his work the TC-LARC held informal consultations with the Congress.

Budgetary implications

At present, the Congress holds one Plenary Session and a spring and an autumn session to which the full members of one of the four statutory committees in rotation, as well as the full members of the Standing Committee, are invited. The revised text would afford the Congress the future possibility of holding more than one Plenary Session a year. Should the Congress wish to hold a second Plenary Session in any given year instead of the autumn and spring session, an increase in budgetary resources would be necessary. The Congress notes that the text proposed by no means anticipates any increase in the budget but merely envisages it as a possibility (see document CM(2005)199-Add).
Action 

The TC-LARC invites delegations to consider the revised draft statutory resolution and draft charter as they appear in document TC-LARC(2006)1, together with the draft reply to the Congress (page 2 of that document), with a view to recommending their adoption to the Committee of Ministers (see the draft decisions set out below).
Delegations are invited to submit written comments, if any, before 13 April 2006.
Draft Decisions

The Deputies 

1. 
adopted Statutory Resolution (2006).. on the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe and the revised charter appended thereto, as set forth in Appendix .. to this volume of Decisions;

2.
agreed that the revised provisions would enter into force on [1 July 2006];

3.
noted that the financial implications of the reform of the Congress would be covered within the overall budgetary envelope allocated to the Congress;

4.
adopted the reply to Congress Recommendation 162 (2005) on the revision of the Charter of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, as it appears at Appendix … to the present volume of Decisions.
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