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The Organisation internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) or the International Organisation of La Francophonie, is an international organisation of states and governments founded in 1970, previously under the name of the Agence de co-operation culturelle et technique (ACCT).
The organisation is currently composed of fifty-five member states and governments and thirteen observers. Twelve members, one associate member and twelve observers are also members of the Council of Europe
.
The Francophonie is based on the shared use of the French language, which serves as a foundation stone for a diverse range of states and governments, and on universal values. Its seeks to contribute to the establishment and development of democracy, the prevention, management and settlement of conflicts, closer dialogue between cultures and civilisations, the promotion of education and training and greater solidarity between its members through multilateral co-operation for sustainable development.

A Co-operation Agreement between the Council of Europe and the ACCT (predecessor of the OIF), was concluded in 1983. 

Working contacts between the two organisations were re-established following the visit by Mr Abdou Diouf, Secretary General of the OIF, to the Council of Europe in September 2003.

The Council of Europe was invited to the XIth Conference of Heads of States and Governments (known as Sommet de la Francophonie) in Bucharest in September 2006, and was represented by the Director General of Democracy and Political Affairs. 

At the 116th Session of the Committee of Ministers held in Strasbourg on 18-19 May 2006:

".......... Having regard to the recent contacts between the Council of Europe and the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie,[ the Ministers] expressed their support to the re-launching of 
co-operation between the two organisations with a view to concluding an agreement". (Doc. CM (2006)76 final of 19 May 2006).

Equally, during the meetings of the Council of states and governments Representatives (CPF) as well 
as the Ministerial conference of La Francophonie (CMF) held in November 2007 in Vientiane (Laos), OIF members have lent their support to the re-launching of co-operation with the Council of Europe (23e CMF, 
20-21 November 2007).

Subsequently, the Secretariats of the two organisations have prepared a draft Joint Declaration on the reinforcement of co-operation between the Council of Europe and the International Organisation of La Francophonie, which is reproduced in Appendix I.
Once the Declaration is signed, the two contact points (to be appointed in accordance with Article III, paragraph 1 of the text) will start talks about its implementation. The proposals of the Council of Europe Secretariat for specific co-operation between the Council of Europe and the OIF are reproduced in 
Appendix II.

***
Appendix I

Draft Joint Declaration

on the reinforcement of co-operation

between the Council of Europe and the International Organisation of La Francophonie

The Secretary General of the Council of Europe and the Secretary General of the International Organisation of La Francophonie (OIF), 

considering that, in the light of recent developments, the 1983 Co-operation Agreement between the Council of Europe and the Agence de Coopération Culturelle et Technique, the IOF's predecessor, needs to be revised;

welcoming the shared values that underlie and guide their activities and the similar objectives that the two organisations have set themselves;

convinced that closer co-operation between the Council of Europe and the OIF will serve these objectives and offer added value to their respective activities;

convinced that a strengthened framework for co-operation will increase both organisations' influence, serve as a source of inspiration and facilitate sharing of expertise and joint projects; 

agree to sign this Joint Declaration:

I. 
PURPOSE AND SCOPE

1.
This Declaration is intended to provide an appropriate framework for renewed co-operation and interaction between the Council of Europe and the OIF. It replaces the Co-operation Agreement concluded on 17 March 1983 between the Council of Europe and the Agence de Coopération Culturelle et Technique.

2. 
This Declaration takes account of the specific nature, skills and achievements of the two organisations, with a view to securing greater complementarity between their respective programmes.

II. 
PRINCIPLES OF AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR CO-OPERATION

1. 
The OIF and the Council of Europe agree to co-operate with each other through their respective Secretariats.

2. 
This co-operation aims to cover the two organisations' fields of responsibility, particularly the following:

- human rights 

- democracy 

- rule of law 

- cultural diversity

- education

- youth

- media

- civil society 
3. 
Co-operation between the two organisations will be based on the principles of reciprocity and complementarity in the implementation of their activities.

4. 
More specifically, these arrangements may take the form of:

- participating, as far as necessary, in joint discussions on their respective policies in areas of common interest; 

- systematically exchanging, in these same areas, reports, studies and other relevant documentation, information and data that the two organisations have published; 
- developing and implementing joint projects; 

- inviting each other, subject to the regulations and procedures in force in each organisation, to be represented at meetings of their respective committees, working groups and other bodies;

- undertaking other activities that the two organisations may agree on.

III. 
EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION, CONSULTATION AND CO-OPERATION 

1. 
The OIF and the Council of Europe will keep each other informed of progress on their respective activities in areas of common interest, by nominating a contact point in each organisation;

2. 
The two organisations undertake to use these arrangements as a basis for regular exchanges of views and consultations in these areas.

3. 
The two organisations may also discuss the possibilities for closer co-operation in other fields within their respective areas of responsibility.

IV. 
VISIBILITY

The Council of Europe and the OIF will take steps to maximise the visibility of their joint actions.

Done at Strasbourg, .... 2008

For the Council of Europe 
For the International Organisation of La Francophonie 

Terry DAVIS
Abdou DIOUF 

Secretary General of the Council of Europe
Secretary General of la Francophonie

Appendix II 

PROPOSALS OF THE SECRETARIAT OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE FOR SPECIFIC CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE (CoE) AND THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION OF LA FRANCOPHONIE (OIF) 
I. 
Human Rights and the Rule of law

a/ 
CoE to support OIF activities (by expertise and designation of experts) on legal reforms, training judges and law enforcement officials in the States which are members of CoE and OIF at the same time. These activities will be aimed at increasing the outreach of CoE programmes in these countries.


CoE responsible: DGHL, HR Commissioner

b/ 
OIF contribution to promote awareness of CoE Human Rights standards in non-member states of the CoE.

CoE responsible: DGHL, HR Commissioner

c/ 
OIF contribution to the dissemination of CoE Human Rights standards and the Case Law of the European Court of Human Rights in the French language in all OIF member states, with focus on the states which are mutually members of the CoE and OIF.


CoE responsible: DGHL, HR Commissioner, Registry of the European Court of Human Rights

d/
OIF contribution to the promotion of ratification/accession to CoE Conventions by non-member States of the CoE.

CoE responsible: DG-HL, DLAPIL

II. 
Democracy

a/ 
OIF contribution to the CoE network of Schools of Political Studies by

1/ 
supporting (by expertise and experts) "Francophone Classes" in the existing schools of political studies;

2/ 
supporting (by experts, expertise and financially) new and existing school(s) in the states which are mutually members in the CoE and OIF; 



3/ 
providing speakers from non CoE countries for the Summer University.

CoE responsible: DG DPA

b/ 
participation of the OIF representatives in the work of the Forum for the Future of Democracy.

CoE responsible : DG DPA

c/ 
Exchange of information, expertise and experts in the field of local and regional democracy between the CoE and l'Association internationale des maires francophones (AIMF).


CoE responsible: Congress, DG DPA

d/ 
Establish working contacts between the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and L'Assemblée parlementaire de la Francophonie, assemblée consultative de la Francophonie in order to explore possibilities for co-operation between the two Assemblies.

CoE responsible: Secretariat PACE

e/
OIF can request assistance of Venice Commission for the benefit of OIF member states (European and non-European) in the field of constitutional law, including electoral law. OIF covers costs for opinions concerning non-European countries.

CoE responsible: Venice Commission

f/
OIF and Venice Commission may assist each other in updating of constitutional and legislative texts in respective databases for countries of common membership.


CoE responsible: Venice Commission

g/
OIF financial support for the translation to the French language of contributions to the Bulletin of Constitutional Justice of the Venice Commission from member states of the OIF and the publication of the Bulletin in the French language.


CoE responsible: Venice Commission

III. 
Cultural diversity, education

a/ 
OIF participation in CoE activities on intercultural and inter-religious dialogue based on  the Council of Europe’s “White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue” and possible involvement of the OIF in the Faro Platform.

If the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe and Unesco agree, the OIF could be invited to participate as observer in the next meeting of the Faro Platform foreseen in 2008.

b/
Co-operation in the framework of the new campaign of the CoE on fight against racism and discrimination can be considered with the OIF. 

c/
OIF participation in North-South Centre activities related to intercultural dialogue, based on the Council of Europe’s “White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue”, and global education can be considered.

CoE responsible: DG IV

d/ 
OIF participation in/ contribution to CoE projects

1/ 
History teaching;
2/ 
Human rights education (Compendium of good practices in human rights 
education).

CoE responsible: DG IV

e/  
Organisation of/ participation in activities within the framework of project on "Education for democratic citizenship and Human Rights".

CoE responsible : DG IV

IV.  
Youth

a/ 
Co-operation in the development of intercultural French language courses for youth leaders;

b/
Co-operation in the training of youth leaders for intercultural dialogue, especially those associating young people from other continents;
c/ 
OIF participation in North-South Centre activities related to inter-regional Youth activities such as the annual University on Youth and Development and Euro-med and Euro-african training courses.

CoE responsible: DG IV

V. 
Civil Society
a/ 
Establish working contacts between CoE Conference on International NGOs and OIF Conférence francophone des OING.
b/
OIF participation in North-South activities related to North-South dialogue on Human Rights (annual Lisbon Forum), democratic governance and development.
CoE responsible: DG DPA, DGIV

� This document has been classified restricted at the date of issue; it will be declassified in accordance with Resolution � HYPERLINK "https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?Reference=Res(2001)6" \o "on access to Council of Europe documents" ��Res(2001)6� on access to Council of Europe documents.


�  Members : Albania, Andorra, Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Greece, Luxembourg, Moldova, Monaco, Romania, Switzerland,  “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”.


Associate Member : Cyprus.


Observers: Armenia, Austria, Croatia, Georgia, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Czech Republic, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Ukraine.





Internet : http://www.coe.int/t/cm 

