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Racialisation as a Social and Political Process

Racialisation is the social and political process through which meanings are attached to bodies, cultures, and 

religions to distribute credibility, risk, dignity, suspicion, and belonging.
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→ Narratives 4



Three Lenses for Institutional 
Diagnosis

Institutions reproduce racial inequality through apparently neutral categories, procedures, and routines

Institutional 
Racism

Organisational rules and routines 

that produce unequal outcomes 

without individual prejudice.

Structural 
Racism

Historically sedimented 

inequalities in wealth, 

geography, and political power.

Systemic Racism

Feedback loops through which 

institutions, law, media, and 

markets reinforce each other.



Migration Governance as Racialised 
Infrastructure

Neutral instruments distribute security and vulnerability 

unevenly across racialized populations.

Legal routes that 

produce 

irregularity

Racialised legal 

categories

Crisis framing 

legitimates 

deterrence



Five Policy Priorities for Institutional 
Anti-Racism

Translating anti-racist commitment into concrete institutional reform.

From Attitude 
Correction to 
Institutional 

Redesign

States should audit rules, 

incentives and accountability 

systems for racial equality.

Context-Sensitive 
Equality Data

Equality data must be lawful, 

participatory and designed to 

reveal structural disadvantage.

Administrative 
Burden as 

Discrimination

Measure the extra friction 

different groups face when 

accessing rights and services.

Engagement with Public 
Narratives

Public authorities must avoid language that 

amplifies racialised suspicion.

Linking Prevention, Remedy and 
Accountability

Reforms need stronger scrutiny, participation and 

outcome tracking.

Council of Europe bodies can help states identify the mechanisms of racism 

and treat equality as both a legal norm and an institutional practice.


	Slide 1:  Racialisation as a Social and Political Process 
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5

