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MYTHS and FACTS

about the Istanbul Convention



MYTH

The Istanbul Convention aims to regulate family life or family structure
and leads to the destruction of the traditional Azerbaijani family

FACT

The Istanbul Convention does not define “family” and does not regulate it. It only aims
to end violence against women and domestic violence. It contributes to breaking the
silence about violence within families, which causes suffering for victims, including
children. The killing of or the assault on a woman are not “private” matters. The real
threat to families is violence itself. Azerbaijani legislation already prohibits domestic
violence. The Istanbul Convention provides a stronger system to support and protect
victims of violence and be a step closer to eliminating violence against women.




MYTH

The Istanbul Convention introduces same-sex marriage into Azerbaijani
law, as well as the concepts of “sexual orientation” and “gender identity”

FACT

The Istanbul Convention does not set new standards on gender identity and sexual
orientation, and it does not ask states to recognise same-sex couples. The fact that
no one should be discriminated against because of their gender identity or sexual
orientation is not a new provision introduced by the Istanbul Convention. It is a basic
human right already set in other conventions that Azerbaijan has ratified, including
the European Convention on Human Rights to which Azerbaijan is a party since 2002.
The Istanbul Convention only wants to guarantee the protection and support for all
victims of violence, no matter what characteristics they might have.



MYTH

The Istanbul Convention introduces the concept of “gender” into
Azerbaijani legislation, which is not typical of Azerbaijan;

FACT

The concepts of “gender” and “gender equality” are not something new or inconsistent
with Azerbaijani legislation. The Azerbaijani Law on Guarantees of Gender (Men and
Women) Equality defines the concept of “gender” as the social aspect of relations
between women and men in all spheres of public life. It also defines “gender equality”
as the equality of rights of women and men, and the opportunities for implementation
of those rights and equality of their social status in society. The definition of the term
“gender” in the Istanbul Convention therefore does not bring anything new.




MYTH

The Istanbul Convention is a foreign document imposed on us by
Europe.
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FACT

Azerbaijani experts took part in the preparation of the Istanbul Convention. Its text was

unanimously approved with the participation of the representatives of the Azerbaijani
state authorities. Promoting gender equality is already in other conventions that
Azerbaijan is a party of, including the European Convention on Human Rights and the
UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. The
Azerbaijani legislation also establishes that the main goal of the state is to protect the
human rights and freedoms of its citizens. The Istanbul Convention simply contributes
to improving the protection of human rights and to eliminate violence against women.










: he Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating _ vio-
: lence against women and domestic violence, known as the Istanbul
: Convention, aims to ensure all women can live a life free from  vio-
' lence. Nevertheless, many misconceptions exist on what the Istanbul
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Convention requires from states and what it means in practice for citizens.
This brochure aims to shine light on what the Istanbul Convention really
wants to achieve, and to help dispel myths and misinformation about it.
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The Member States of the European Union have
decided to link together their know-how, resources
and destinies.Together, they have built a zone of
stability, democracy and sustainable development
whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and
individual freedoms. The European Union is committed
to sharing its achievements and its values with
countries and peoples beyond its borders.
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EUROPEAN UNION

The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading
human rights rights organisation. It comprises 46
member states, including all members of the Europe-
an Union. All Council of Europe member states have
signed up to the European Convention on Human
Rights, a treaty designed to protect human rights,
democracy and the rule of law. The European Court
of Human Rights oversees the implementation of the
Convention in the member states.
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