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Opening of the meeting

1.

Ms Artemiza-Tatiana Chisca, Head of the Media and Internet Division, Information Society
Department and Secretary to CDMSI opened the meeting and welcomed members and
participants, thanking them for their continued commitment in the process of elaboration of the
Expert Committee’s deliverable, the Guidance Note on countering the spread of online mis- and
disinformation through fact-checking and platform design solutions in a human rights compliant
manner. Ms Chisca highlighted the importance of the MSI-INF work providing guidelines for
States, platforms and other stakeholders in order to tackle contemporary challenges related to the
integrity of online information. She further informed the Committee about the recent developments
in the Council of Europe, notably the expected adoption of new terms of reference of the CDMSI
and its future expert committees for the period 2024-2027. She explained that the work of those
Committees will address topics of particular interest for the Council of Europe in the field of the
media and digital governance, new but also in continuity with the existing standards and activities,
including the work of current expert committees. Ms Chisca also stressed that the topics of future
Committees are among the priorities decided for the Organization during the recent Summit of the
Council of Europe in Reykjavik, in May 2023.

The MSI-INF members adopted the meeting agenda (Appendix 1) without amendment. The list
of meeting participants appears in Appendix 2. Of the total of 27 participants, there were 12
women (44,5%) and 15 (55,5%) men. The meeting was attended by 12 members.

The Chair, Mr Andrin Eichin, recalled that the main objective of the meeting was to finalise and
agree on the two documents that the Expert Committee was called upon to prepare, the Draft
Guidance Note on countering the spread of online mis- and disinformation through fact-checking
and platform design solutions in a human rights compliant manner and its Draft Explanatory
Memorandum.

Information by the Secretariat

4.

Ms Evangelia Vasalou, ad interim Secretary of the MSI-INF, presented the work of the drafting
group pointing out the main topics discussed and addressed, in the light of the inputs received at
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the last CDMSI, which took place on 14-15 June 2024. She also provided additional information
about significant new initiatives against the dissemination of mis- and disinformation at the level
of the European Union and at international level. The members were also informed that the two
other expert Committees of the CDMSI, will hold their last meetings in the upcoming weeks - MSI-
RES, the Committee of Experts on Increasing Resilience of Media, working on the Guidelines on
the use of digital tools including artificial intelligence for journalism/by journalists, as well as on
best practices regarding sustainable media funding in member states, and MSI-SLP, the
Committee of Experts on Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation, working on a draft future
recommendation on countering SLAPPSs.

Discussion and finalisation of the Draft Guidance Note on countering the spread of
online mis- and disinformation through fact-checking and platform design solutions in
a human rights compliant manner.

5.

The Chair, Mr Andrin Eichin, invited the Rapporteurs - Mr Ronan O Fathaigh, Ms Sophie Lecheler
and Mr Cristian Vaccari - to present the deliverables section by section (fact-checking, platform
design solutions, empowerment of users), providing more information about the latest
modifications of the documents following the received comments and suggestions.

The MSI-INF welcomed the revised documents and then examined thoroughly each document to
make sure that the main concepts and ideas were adequately analysed and checked for
coherence between the Draft Guidance Note and the Draft Explanatory Memorandum. Based on
constructive discussion and concrete suggestions from the members and participants, the expert
Committee revised the documents.

The Expert Committee deliberated and revised at first the Draft Guidance Note. This document
has undergone adjustments with the purpose to align core definitions of the Guidance Note with
the content of other legal instruments of the Council of Europe, including with the concepts and
terms used in the drafting process of the future Al Convention of the Council of Europe. A few
additional references to Recommendations adopted by the Committee of Ministers on relevant
topics have been added in the text for that purpose. Moreover, other minor linguistic revisions
have been made.

Discussion and finalisation of the Explanatory Memorandum complementing the
Guidance Note

Subsequently, the Expert Committee deliberated and revised the Explanatory Memorandum. The
rapporteurs introduced the sections of this document presenting the modifications of each
subsection. They highlighted that each subsection was based on the same logic (current situation,
key challenges, addressing the challenges), they explained the intention to identify similarities and
differences between them. Moreover, the Committee appreciated the concrete examples included
in the analysis to outline best practices, for instance: the initiatives of the International Fact-
Checking Network (IFCN) and the European Fact-Checking Standards Network (EFCSN). The
Expert Committee integrated also comments regarding the working conditions of fact-checkers
and discussed thoroughly about the empowerment of the most vulnerable groups.

Conclusions and decisions

Following their careful examination and considering the last revisions made to the texts during the
meeting, the Committee agreed to transmit the Guidance Note and its Explanatory Memorandum
to the CDMSI for consideration and final approval at its forthcoming plenary session (29
November-1 December 2023).



10.

11.

The members expressed their satisfaction with the work carried out by the Committee, thanking
the rapporteurs - Mr Ronan O Fathaigh, Ms Sophie Lecheler and Mr Cristian Vaccari - for their
engagement and the high quality of the future Guidance Note, and the Chair, Mr Andrin Eichin,
for his guidance.

In line with established practice, the Secretariat was instructed to prepare a draft meeting report
to be sent to the Chair and Vice-Chair for consideration. Thereafter, the Secretariat will send the
draft report to all MSI-INF members. In the absence of comments within five full working days, the
report will be deemed approved and will be transmitted to the CDMSI for information.



https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/cdmsi-and-expert-committees
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