< Journalist Vladimir Otasevi¢ faced insults and death threats

In relation to a press article stating that on 12 September 2017 Velizar Markovic
threatened journalist Vladimir Otasevié, the Prosecutor’s Office self-initiated the
case.

Velizar Markovi¢ was interrogated as a suspect, while Vladimir Otasevi¢ gave a
statement as the aggrieved party.

During the proceedings, additional evidence was obtained in order to determine
the existence of important elements to the criminal act prosecuted ex officio.
Having obtained the evidence, the prosecutor issued a decision on 25January
2018 on rejecting to the charges against Velizar Markovi¢ for the criminal act of
violating the safety referred to in the Article 168, paragraph 1 of the Criminal
Code of Montenegro. As a matter of fact, the prosecutor assessed that there
was no reasonable doubt that the suspect had threatened the aggrieved
party, instead, he had only complained because of the time and reasons of the
phone call. Therefore, the evidence collected indicate that the intent of the
suspect was not directed at violating the safety of the aggrieved party but at
civic protest aimed at ceasing any communication with the aggrieved party
being the journalist, in relation to topics unrelated to him.

The aggrieved party was notified of the decision and informed about the right
to file a complaint for the review of the decision, as well as about the right to
take over the prosecution in accordance with the Criminal Code of Montenegro

Having in mind the above actions, closure of the case at the Council of
Europe Platform to promote the protection of journalism and safety of
journalists is proposed.
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