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MODERATORS 

Ms. Piroska Bakos graduated from the University of Pécs 

with a degree in humanities. She studied in Germany as a 

scholarship holder and also participated in numerous 

television internship programs. For 13 years she was the 

presenter and foreign policy editor of the Hungarian 

Public Television news program. She acted as a 

spokesperson for the Hungarian Presidency of the 

European Union on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. She was awarded the Golden Cross of Merit of the 

Republic of Hungary for her work. Between 2016 and 

2020, she was the Hungarian correspondent of the 

German public service channel MDR (Mitteldeutscher 

Rundfunk) and worked also as a communication trainer 

and moderator of economic, diplomatic and public events. 

Currently she is the spokesperson and media relations 

lead of Mol, an international oil, gas and petrochemical company, headquartered in Budapest. 

Her husband is an advertising specialist, together they raise a son. 

Mr. Barnabás Málnay is partner at the Budapest-based 

hardware and IoT focused early-stage startup 

investor SmartWare.tech and business development advisor 

at ELTE's School of Engineering. Earlier he was business 

developer at the pan-European digital innovation and 

international business development organization EIT 

Digital, partner at the startup advisory and investment 

formation White Summers Cofounder; business 

development director at AVEC, a startup accelerator 

launched by one of Hungary’s then largest VC groups, the 

DayOne-Portfolion Group; and director of external relations 

and development at Kitchen Budapest, Magyar Telekom’s 

innovation lab. He studied social and political theory at ELTE 

and CEU in Budapest, and at Stanford University, where he 

also worked as a teaching assistant and instructor in various 

teaching programs.  
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