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Mobilizing Cultural Heritage for Climate Action 
Andrew Potts, ICOMOS

Thematic session on climate change and sustainable development as related 
to human rights and democracy, and specifically, culture, heritage and 

landscape resources



le Groupe de travail de l’ICOMOS sur le changement 
climatique et le patrimoine
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Andrew Potts, Coordinator
@AndrewSPotts @ICOMOS

#ClimateHeritage #ActOnClimateNow



Urgency



ADCOM 2018/12 3-3 Climate Change Working Group
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“…climate change has become one of 
the most significant and fastest 
growing threats to people and their 
heritage worldwide.”  ICOMOS, 
Delhi 2017

“evidence of climate impacts across World Heritage 
properties confirm that urgent and rapid action 
to reduce global warming is essential and the 
highest degree of ambition and leadership by all 
countries is needed to secure the full 
implementation of the Paris Agreement.” -UNESCO 
World Heritage Committee, Krakow 2017

“…climate change is the fastest growing threat to world heritage” –
Union of Concerned Scientists

Climate Action is Heritage Conservation



Heritage: Impacted by Climate Change but 
also Climate Change Solution



Correlating Culture Heritage to Climate Action

What’s In the Paris Agreement?:
● High Ambition: Mobilize people to 

pursue efforts to limit global warming to 1.5C.

● Carbon Mitigation & Net Zero: Mitigation of 
greenhouse-gas emissions; peek emissions as 
soon as possible and by 2050, all anthropogenic 
emissions balanced with sinks.

● Adaptation: Enhance adaptive capacity, 
strengthen resilience, reduce vulnerability via 
participatory approach guided by science and 
traditional, indigenous and local knowledge. 

● Loss & Damage: What impacts can’t be 
avoided? How do we prepare for this; assess 
and manage risk; measure and insure against 
losses, including “non-economic losses”
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Catalyzing 
Ambition



Climate Adaptation
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Carbon Mitigation
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Loss and Damage



Cultural Heritage in the global 
Sustainable Development conversation

Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk 

Reduction       
2015-2030   

March, 2015

Habitat III     
New Urban 

Agenda          
October, 2016

UN Sustainable 
Development 

Goals (“SDGs”) 
Sept, 2015

Agenda 2030 



Using Culture as an Emplacement Strategy
Jordan’s Za’atari Refugee Camp, Jordan
Photo: Rosie Thompson/Save the Children 

US National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Atlas of Reurbanism, using big data to target 
Existing older and historic buildings for reuse

Climate-resilient Development Pathways
(CRDPs) 



Landscape Approaches Key to Making 
culture heritage practice fit for purpose to 

deliver CRDPs



Mālama Honua –
-E mālama i neia moku Honua

-to care for our island Earth
A Statement of Commitments from the Nature-
Culture Journey Participants at the IUCN World 
Conservation Congress, Hawai‘i 2016.

“cultural and natural diversity and 
heritage are seriously threatened around 
the world by a number of challenges 
including climate change, and that the 
construction of the culture/nature divide 
is a symptom of larger processes that 
have put us on an unsustainable path”

Integrated Nature Culture Solutions
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Human Rights and Democracy



“The application of a human 
rights approach in 
preventing and responding 
to the effects of climate 
change serves to empower 
individuals and groups, who 
should be perceived as 
active agents of change and 
not as passive victims.”
Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, 2009 (A/HRC/10/61, 
para. 90)

 Right to take part in cultural life 
guaranteed by Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, Art. 27, and International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
Article 15

 Take into account the rights of individuals 
and groups in relation to cultural heritage

 Attention paid to cultural rights defenders

 Emphasis on consultation, participation 
and equality

 Emphasis on prevention and 
accountability

Human Rights Approach to Climate Change
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Human Rights and Democracy



Integrating Heritage Science and Climate 
Science: Engaging the IPCC



Climate Heritage Mobilization 

Endorsing Organizations



Organizing for Climate Action 

20

www.climateheritage.org



Thank you!
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Andrew Potts
@AndrewSPotts

andrew.potts@icomos.org
#ClimateHeritage 


