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Terminology

Innate variations in sex characteristics—including genitals, chromosomes, 
gonads, hormone production, or hormone sensitivity—are sometimes 
referred to in policy and medical literature as “Disorders of Sex 
Development” or “Differences of Sex Development (DSD).” Variations in sex 
characteristics are also sometimes referred to as “intersex,” which, as 
explained in a 2019 UN background note: “Intersex is an umbrella term used 
to describe a wide range of innate bodily variations of sex characteristics.”

All athletes mentioned in the course of this discussion were assigned female 
sex at birth, brought up as girls and have always competed & identified as 
women.
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A tale of two exceptional athletes

Caster Semenya and Usain Bolt made headlines in 2009 World Championships in

Berlin. However, one was revered for being extraordinary and the other had to face

scrutiny and humiliation for being to fast to be a woman.
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Scrutiny reversed

How media portrayal changed from 2009 to now because of the resilience shown by

some athletes and the relentless work of some advocates, scholars, legal practitioners

and others
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But yet, scrutiny continues

Scrutiny of women athletes continue even when they are not winning medals.

Sensationalizing headlines often not backed by substance in the text.
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So does our fight back…

Athletes & advocates & allies continue to be more vocal about the harmful practices

against women with innate variations in sex characteristics
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Thank you

www.genderequalitysport.org

http://www.genderequalitysport.org/

