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Minutes

of the public hearing on “The right to a healthy environment and local
democracy” held in Strasbourg on Wednesday, 25 January

The Network held a public hearing on “The right to a healthy environment and local democracy”. Mr Rik Daems
(Belgium, ALDE), Chairperson of the Network, opened the hearing and introduced the guest speakers:

v Ms Maren Lambrecht, Secretary of the Current Affairs Committee, Congress of Local and Regional
Authorities

v" Ms Alina Tatarenko, Head of Division, Democratic Governance, DGIl: Directorate General of
Democracy and Human Dignity, Council of Europe

Ms Lambrecht welcomed members on behalf of Mr Mathieu Mori, new Secretary General of the Congress of
Local and Regional Authorities, who, unfortunately, was unable to attend the meeting because he had many
commitments related to his recent appointment. The Congress underlined the importance of the environment in
its strategy for 2021-2026. It had held policy debates on preventive measures during its October 2022 session
and called for closer co-operation between local governance units and neighbouring regions.

A series of recent documents by the Congress (the third volume of the Human rights handbook for local and
regional authorities, the children’s booklet, “How to make your town a better place”, and the report on “Smart
cities and regions — prospects for a human rights-based governance approach”) had been submitted to members.
As the European Charter of Local Self-Government did not take account of the environment, a protocol was being
prepared to make up for the shortcoming and promote green democracy at local level. For this purpose, the
Congress had followed an approach starting out from the local level. It was working both with the Steering
Committee for Human Rights (CDDH) and with the European Committee on Democracy and Governance
(CDDG).

Ms Tatarenko was pleased to be with the members of the Assembly network which followed the work of the
CDDG. Alongside other issues, the Centre of Expertise for Good Governance provided direct and practical
assistance on climate change. The CDDG had been tasked with drawing up a handbook on greening
administration and was compiling examples of best practice that would be disseminated among all member
states.

Mr Grin stressed the need to gather examples of best practice and referred to the town of Yverdon-les-Bains,
which had just issued a climate plan setting out 70 measures to combat global warming through citizen
participation. He asked about the level of co-operation with citizen councils.

Mr Moutquin stressed the importance of air and water quality. The local level would be the first to suffer the
effects of global warming. There was also the issue of how to take account of extreme weather events that were
set to become more frequent and more destructive. In addition, it was necessary to ensure a fair transition
process based on solidarity so that the most vulnerable groups could seek refuge in air-conditioned public

1 The minutes were approved and declassified by the Network of Contact Parliamentarians for a healthy environment at
its meeting on 17 March 2023.
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buildings during heat waves, as was already the case in Spain. Strong national and European policies were
needed on top of action by local authorities.

The Chairperson proposed that representatives of the city of Vancouver, which was a model green city, be
invited to take part in the Network’s discussions.

Ms Lambrecht told members about the BePART civil participation forum platform that could be accessed from
the Council of Europe site. It gave examples of participation. The Congress was planning to hold a wide-ranging
debate on reconstruction of towns and cities in the aftermath of extreme climate events and was drawing on the
experience of Malmedy (Belgium) in this connection. Youth delegates would be taking part in the next session of
the Congress. They had recently adopted their own action plan.

Ms Tatarenko invited members to take part in a forthcoming conference on greening of administration, which
would be held during the Parliamentary Assembly’s next part-session. Participatory democracy played a key role
in combating manipulation of public opinion. Several proposals would be presented in the next GR-DEM report,
which should be available at the end of February 2023. In terms of combating extreme events, the Centre of
Expertise had set up the ReBuS Resilience Building Strategies toolkit.

The Chairperson thanked the experts, whom he wished to invite regularly to the Network’s discussions, and
stressed the importance of local democracy. He had begun his career as a mayor.
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North Macedonia /
Macédoine du Nord
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Chairperson / présidente Ms/Mme Selin Sayek Boke SOC
First Vice-Chairperson / MI/M. Alain Milon EPP/CD
premier vice-président
Secon\d Vlcg-Chalfpgrson / Ms/Mme | Olena Khomenko EC/DA
deuxiéme vice-présidente
Th.|r.d\ V|ce-.Cha|r|?e_rson / Ms/Mme | Sibel Arslan socC
troisiéme vice-présidente
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Congres des Pouvoirs Locaux et Regionaux
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Parliamentary Assembly of the Francophonie/
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Inter-Parliamentary Union / Union Interparlementaire
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Secretariat of Delegation or of Political Group / Secretariat de Delegation ou de Groupe politique

Ms / M™e Sonja Langenhaeck, Delegation Secretary, Belgian delegation to PACE / Secrétaire de délégation,
délégation belge auprées de 'APCE

Council of Europe staff / Secretariat du Conseil de ’Europe

Ms / MM Maren Lambrecht, Secretary of the Current Affairs Committee, Congress of Local and Regional
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* All reference to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population shall be understood in full compliance with
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo. / Toute référence au
Kosovo, que ce soit a son territoire, a ses institutions ou a sa population, doit se comprendre en pleine conformité avec la
Résolution 1244 du Conseil de sécurité des Nations Unies et sans préjuger du statut du Kosovo.
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