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Minutes

Of the public hearing on “Analysis and guidelines for a sustainable and
socially fair energy transition” held in Marrakech on 16 March

In the framework of the report currently in preparation on “Analysis and guidelines for a sustainable and
socially fair energy transition” by Mr Antén Gdémez-Reino (Spain, UEL), the Committee held a public
hearing with the participation of:

v Ms Rajae Chafil, Climate Change Competence Centre of Morocco (4C Maroc), member of the
special Commission on the New Development Model

v" Mr Radouan Yessouf, Assistant Director of the Centre for Strategy and Development of the
Moroccan Agency for Energy Efficiency

Ms Olena Khomenko (Ukraine, EC/DA), Second Vice-Chairperson of the Committee, opened the hearing and
introduced the guest speakers. She then presented the introductory memorandum prepared by Mr Goémez-
Reino who had been unable to attend the meeting.

The rapporteur highlighted the challenge of fighting the climate crisis, preserving the integrity of ecosystems
and protecting biodiversity. Economic transformation, in particular the transition to a more sustainable energy
system, was central to this endeavour. However, this quest for green, clean, and renewable energies should
not collide with natural ecosystems, nor with the social realities of various countries. There were both risks
and opportunities in this transition. For example, the exploitation of rare minerals to produce electric batteries
entailed high environmental risks. Yet, a move to the green economy had the potential for creating well-
paying jobs in the sector which was positive. It was important to consider additional costs for many
households and industries from using cleaner, but more expensive energy sources.

In this context, the launch of the European Green Deal in 2019 and a proposal to establish a Social Climate
Fund were highly pertinent developments. The International Labour Organisation had published “Guidelines for
a just transition towards environmentally sustainable economies and societies for all’. Moreover, the
Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change adopted, in 2021, the Declaration
on “Supporting the Conditions for a Just Transition Internationally”, with a focus on transition to clean,
sustainable, affordable, and reliable energy supplies. The Energy Transition Council was set up on the same
occasion.

In addition, geopolitical circumstances — Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine — were pushing Europe to
reduce its dependence on Russia’s fossil fuels in a very tight timeframe. The PACE had debated issues of
Europe’s energy security, energy diversification, nuclear safety, climate change, non-conventional fuels, and
renewable energy sources. The rapporteur would build his report on that basis and would try to assess the
strong and the weak points of transition to clean energy for all. He will aim to formulate recommendations to
member States to mainstream good practices in the matter of sustainable and socially fair energy transition into
their policy making.

Ms Chafil started her presentation by explaining the effects of climate change in Morocco: the country
suffered from draughts alternating with floods, the heat and cold waves, and the reduction of water resources
for human consumption. Although Morocco’s share of global greenhouse gas emissions was only 0.2%, the
country lost up to 8% of its GDP as a result of climate change. Morocco was therefore very active in global
negotiations on action against climate change and had hosted two conferences of parties (COP22 and
COP7). National legal framework comprised laws (such as on water resources, air pollution, etc.),
programmes and strategies (such as on solid waste treatment). The New Development Model sought to
enhance prosperity, ensure water and food security, strengthen resilience to climate change, preserve

1 The minutes were approved and declassified by the Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development
at its meeting on 27 April 2023.
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natural resources while developing agriculture and other sectors with high added value production. The 4C
centre therefore worked on policy development in Morocco and Africa, capacity building of different actors,
information and know-how sharing with the general public and developing expert networks under the South-
South co-operation axis. This work fed into action through territorial planning. The centre also prepared a
guide for policy makers before each COP.

Mr Yessouf described Morocco’s efforts of transition to clean and sustainable energy. They had several
dimensions covering construction, industry, public lighting, transportation and agriculture sectors. Over 90%
of energy consumption needs had to be covered through imports, and annual national energy consumption
was growing by 2-3%. The New Development Model provided for the strengthening of energy efficiency and
the reduction of energy intensity, notably for economic activities. It moreover sought to boost national
competitiveness while decreasing energy consumption. The national climate action plan aimed to reduce
emissions by 45% by 2030 and the national energy efficiency strategy foresaw to achieve energy savings of
20% by 2030. This would require massive transversal measures and investment in low-carbon development
under the strategic plans for 2050.

Further to a question by Ms Ovchynnykova regarding a balance to be found between national strategies
and business strategies, Ms Chafil explained that Moroccan enterprises were well aware of national
strategies and were directly impacted by climate change. With energy prices hiking, local energy production
from renewable energy sources was becoming highly pertinent. This gave an impulse to developing circular
economy and all action in that direction was seen as investment into the future rather than as expenditure.
Mr Yessouf also felt that constraints should be seen as opportunities. Thus, the EU’s carbon border
adjustment mechanism was actually creating opportunities for green development in Morocco.

Mr Schennach recalled his past work as the President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean.
He praised Morocco’s visionary policies of putting in place a tram network in Rabat, which could serve as an
example for other regional capitals, as well as a massive deployment of photovoltaic power stations, a zero-
emissions car factory and Casablanca’s airport which had the lowest emissions in the world.

Ms Tanguy appreciated Morocco’s position as an avant-garde player in the field of sustainable energy
production based on solar energy. Morocco had all reasons to seek compensation through the Loss and
Damage Mechanism put in place by the climate change conferences. A summit on the matter was planned
to take place in May 2023 in Paris.

Ms Chafil agreed with Ms Tanguy about the relevance of the Loss and Damage Mechanism put in place by
COP27. However, the definition of ‘extremely vulnerable countries’ under that mechanism was still unclear
and therefore it was not clear which economic sectors could claim compensation. Africa was waiting for
climate financing.

Mr Yessouf noted that economic policy adjustments were necessary to reduce global energy use. Morocco
should seek to sell abroad its excess electricity produced from renewable energy sources.

In this context, the Chairperson recalled vast damages to Ukraine’s energy sector due to Russia’s war of
aggression. Investment in energy resilience was thus annihilated by war and even the nuclear energy sector
was threatened. It was time for Europe to be creative and develop new energy storage solutions.

The Chairperson then thanked all the participants for their contributions and closed the hearing.
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