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This third meeting of the Task Force on Monitoring Civic Space is of particular importance. It is broadly in line with the objectives of the Recommendation on threats to civic space and current political developments, adopted in April by the Conference of INGOs. More specifically, it aims to implement two proposals adopted by consensus in plenary: the organisation of a regular informal forum open to a wide range of partner associations, institutions and organisations; and the creation of an ad hoc working group to contribute to the establishment of the alert mechanisms recommended by the Recommendation. 

In this context, the meeting is expected to take place in three parts:

1) Presentation  by its main coordinator and editor, Marianne Langlet, of the new report by the citizen observatory on the commodification of associations, "Between commodification and decommodification: an associative model at a crossroads".
This report follows on from the presentation in October 2024 of an initial report on commodification, as well as Martin Bobel's presentation in April 2025 on "Strengthening the funding of associations: a democratic emergency" (Opinion of the French CESE).
The new report provides initial responses to the negative developments observed in many European countries.

2) In the second part of the meeting, a round table discussion will be held, as was done last April. This will allow each participant to share the difficulties encountered in their country or countries. This round table discussion will highlight the diversity of situations: from low-key reforms aimed at muzzling and distorting the actions of associations, to outright challenges to the associative sector and the role of civil society, as is the case, for example, in Serbia, Georgia, Hungary, Turkey, etc.

3) Finally, the third part will take the form of a forum designed to discuss existing or planned monitoring mechanisms and to promote pooling and complementarity. The following speakers are scheduled to take part:

· a representative of the European Union Social Platform, which, given the changing European political landscape, is incorporating these new threats into its outlook,

· the Civicus association, whose monitoring network covers several continents, 

· the European Civic Forum as part of the MACS project, which aims to enable European Union institutions to take preventive action with Member States (in conjunction with the European Commission's DG Justice).

· The Conference of INGOs (President or member of the Standing Committee) on the conditions for implementing the recommendations contained in its CONF/AG(2025)REC2 - Recommendation on the shrinking Civic Space and actual political developments  adopted by CINGO at its April 2025 session.

These presentations follow on from those given at our last meeting by the European Agency for Fundamental Rights/FRA (Walltraud Heller) and the European Economic and Social Committee (Christian Moos).

As representatives of two important European Union institutions, their participation is once again warmly welcomed. 

The aim of this joint initiative is to explore ways of establishing effective monitoring and alert systems that complement each other, at a time when attacks on the rights and freedoms of associations are on the rise and civil society and its role are regularly called into question.



