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The Committee of the Parties (hereinafter “the Lanzarote Committee” or “the 
Committee”) to the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against 
Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (hereinafter “the Lanzarote Convention” or “the 
Convention”) held an extraordinary meeting of the representatives of the Parties in 
Strasbourg and online on 6-7 December 2022. The agenda, the list of participants, and the 
statements of the representatives of the Russian Federation and Ukraine are appended 
(Appendices I-V) to the meeting report. 
 
 
1. Opening of the meeting 
 
1. Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO, Acting Chairperson of the Lanzarote Committee 
(Portugal), opened the meeting welcoming the representatives of the Parties to the 
Convention. She recalled that the Chairperson, Ms DE CRAIM (Belgium) was on sick leave 
and wished her a prompt recovery on behalf of the Committee. 
 
2. She then explained why an extraordinary meeting was convened referring to the 
Committee of Ministers decisions on the consequences of the aggression of the Russian 
Federation against Ukraine and their possible impact on the modalities of participation of 
the Russian Federation in the work of the Lanzarote Committee.  
 
3. After having presented the draft agenda specifying when voting was scheduled to 
take place, the agenda was adopted by the Committee. 
 
 
2. Consequences of the aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine – 

Modalities of participation of the Russian Federation in the work of the 
Lanzarote Committee 

 
4. The Acting Chairperson reminded the Committee that although the Russian 
Federation was no longer a member of the Council of Europe, it remains a party to the 
Convention, which is open to accession by all States globally. She underlined that in its 
decision of 30 June 2022, the Committee of Ministers had invited “each body representing 
all the Parties of treaties to which the Russian Federation remains a Party (...) to decide, 
on the basis of its rules of procedure, on the modalities of participation of the Russian 
Federation in the respective body”. She then reiterated the three-step decision-making 
procedure suggested in document T-ES(2022)01 EXT to decide on the modalities of 
participation of the Russian Federation in the work of the Lanzarote Committee.  
 
5. Prior to starting with the first vote, the Secretariat of the Lanzarote Committee 
(hereinafter “the Secretariat”) recalled the relevant Rules of Procedure concerning voting 
and explained how to vote on the KUDO platform underlining the confidential nature of 
the online voting system. 
 
6. To check the quorum in a hybrid nature meeting, Ms SCAPPUCCI (Executive 
Secretary to the Lanzarote Committee) called the name of each representative of the 
Parties to the Convention entitled to vote. Only the representatives of the Republic of 

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a6f60a
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168066cf87
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Moldova, Poland, Spain, Switzerland and Tunisia did not respond. Therefore, the quorum 
was reached with 43 members present. 
 
7. The Acting Chairperson declared the vote open on the following question: “Does 
the effective functioning of the Lanzarote Committee warrant a reconsideration of the 
modalities of participation of the Russian Federation in the work of the Committee in 
response to the invitation by the Committee of Ministers?”. 
 
8. Following the closing of the vote, the Secretariat announced that 
34 representatives participated in the vote which resulted in:  

- 30 representatives having voted YES,  
- 1 representative having voted NO, 
- 3 representatives having abstained.  

 
9. The Acting Chairperson declared that the Committee had therefore accepted by a 
large majority to reconsider the modalities of participation of the Russian Federation in 
the work of the Committee. 
 
2.1. Examination of a draft new Rule to frame the possible restriction of the 
modalities of participation in the Lanzarote Committee for a Party having ceased to be 
a member of the Council of Europe or having ceased relations with the Council of Europe 
(Item examined on 6 December 2022) 
 
10. The Acting Chairperson introduced the draft new Rule suggested for adoption as 
set forth in document T-ES(2022)01 EXT, i.e.: 
 
“Rule 2.1.x 
The Lanzarote Committee may decide on measures to restrict the participation in its work 
of a Party that has ceased to be a member of the Council of Europe, following a decision 
by the Committee of Ministers in the context of a procedure launched under Article 8 of 
the Statute of the Council of Europe for a serious violation of Article 3 of the Statute. 
Similarly, measures restricting the participation of a Party can be taken in respect of any 
non-member state of the Council of Europe concerned by a Committee of Ministers 
decision restricting or suspending its relations with it due to serious breaches of 
international law comparable to a serious violation of Article 3 of the Statute. No measures 
contravening the rights of the States Parties under the Convention may be imposed. No 
participants or observers shall be present during the Committee’s examination of the 
matter. Voting shall be in accordance with Rule 18 paragraph 2 and the decision taken 
shall have immediate effect. Any reconsideration of the decision shall be in accordance 
with Rule 17 and shall be carried out as swiftly as possible. The Chairperson shall ensure 
the orderly implementation of the decision in the interest of the effective functioning of 
the Committee.”  
 
11. The Acting Chairperson stated that she had not received any amendments or 
suggestions on this draft new Rule therefore, she deemed it appropriate to proceed to 
the vote on the inclusion of this new Rule at the end of Rule 2.1 of the Lanzarote 
Committee’s Rules of Procedure. 
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12. Mr CHEKANOV (the Russian Federation), asked for the floor to read out a 
statement. The Committee agreed to append his statement to this meeting report (See 
Appendix III). 
 
13. Since there were no other representatives who asked for the floor, the Acting 
Chairperson declared the vote open following the verification of the quorum. 
 
14. Following the closing of the vote, the Secretariat announced that 
34 representatives participated in the vote, resulting in: 

- 31 representatives having voted YES,  
- 2 representatives having voted NO,  
- 1 representative having abstained.  

 
15. The Acting Chairperson therefore declared that the Committee had adopted the 
new Rule by a large majority. She highlighted that according to Rule 33 of the Rules of 
Procedure this new rule would enter into force the next day, thus she invited the 
Committee to continue with item 3.1 of the Agenda and to consider item 2.2 on 
7 December. 
 
2.2 Decisions concerning possible restrictions of the modalities of participation of 

the Russian Federation in the Lanzarote Committee (Item examined on  
7 December 2022) 

 
16. In light of the new Rule adopted the previous day, the Acting Chairperson invited 
the Committee to consider the third step in the decision making process as suggested in 
document T-ES(2022)01 EXT regarding possible restrictions of the modalities of 
participation of the Russian Federation in the Lanzarote Committee. She informed that no 
amendment had been received on the following suggested decision: 
 
“Based on new Rule 2.1.x of its Rules of Procedure, the Lanzarote Committee adopts the 
following measures with immediate effect: 
 

a. The representative of the Russian Federation will not take part in the election of 
the Bureau of the Lanzarote Committee, and s/he shall not chair the Lanzarote 
Committee or be a member of the Bureau. Similarly, s/he shall not be entrusted 
with any task of rapporteur and shall not represent the Lanzarote Committee in 
any circumstances.  

b. The representative of the Russian Federation will continue to receive information 
concerning the work of the Lanzarote Committee and will have access to its 
working documents via the shared space of the Lanzarote Committee but will not 
be invited to take part in the meetings and capacity building activities of the 
Lanzarote Committee.  

c. In the context of the Lanzarote Committee’s monitoring and capacity-building 
work, the representative of the Russian Federation may communicate to the 
Secretariat of the Lanzarote Committee any comments s/he may have on working 
documents only to the extent that they refer to, or include an evaluation of, the 

http://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168066cf87
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situation in the Russian Federation. The Chairperson will ask the Secretariat to 
present any such comments received by the Russian Federation during the 
meetings. If further clarifications from the Russian Federation are necessary 
following the Committee’s examination of the comments received, the Secretariat 
will seek such clarifications in the margins of the meeting and communicate them 
to the Committee.  

d. If voting is scheduled to take place, the Secretariat will inform the representative 
of the Russian Federation beforehand and will provide a link to participate in the 
vote remotely or indicate another channel for communicating his or her vote 
directly to the Secretariat. In case of a vote by secret ballot, the Secretariat shall 
ensure the secrecy of the vote.  

e. The Russian Federation will continue to be required to respond to Committee 
requests concerning its own implementation of the Lanzarote Convention in 
accordance with Rules 23 and 24 of its Rules of Procedure.  

 
Any reconsideration of the above decision shall take place in accordance with Rule 17.”  
 
17. The Acting Chairperson reminded the Committee that the decision on such 
measures would come into force immediately. 
 
18. Mr CHEKANOV (the Russian Federation), asked for the floor to read out a 
statement. The Committee agreed to append his statement to this meeting report (See 
Appendix IV). 
 
19. Ms ILCHUK (Ukraine), asked for the floor to read out a statement. The Committee 
agreed to append her statement to this meeting report (See Appendix V). 
 
20. As no other representative asked for the floor, the Acting Chairperson asked the 
Secretariat to check the quorum and thereafter proceeded with the vote. Only the 
representatives of the Republic of Moldova, Poland, Tunisia and the United Kingdom did 
not respond. Therefore, the quorum was reached with 44 members. 
 
21. The Acting Chairperson declared the vote open. However, voting had to be 
cancelled due to technical problems that prevented a representative present in the 
meeting room to access the KUDO platform. After the technical problems were solved, 
and the quorum was rechecked determining that the same 44 members were still present, 
the Acting Chairperson declared the voting was open. 
 
22. Following the closing of the vote, the Secretariat announced that 
36 representatives participated in the vote, resulting in: 

- 30 representatives having voted YES,  
- 2 representatives having voted NO,  
- 4 representatives having abstained.  

 
23. The Acting Chairperson declared that the decision on the modalities of the 
participation of the Russian Federation was adopted by a large majority and entered into 
force immediately and Mr CHEKANOV (the Russian Federation), left the meeting room. 
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3. Strengthening the effectiveness of the monitoring mechanism and procedure 
in the short or medium term 

 
3.1 Adoption of the revised Rules of Procedure of the Lanzarote Committee 

(document T-ES(2022)02 EXT) (Item examined on 6 December 2022) 
 
24. The Acting Chairperson recalled that most of the amendments contained in 
document T-ES(2022)02 EXT were agreed upon by the Lanzarote Committee during its 
35th and 36th meetings. She highlighted that there were only two rules that had not been 
seen then. The first one was the one that the Committee had adopted under item 2.1. The 
second one concerned voting by written procedure suggested for inclusion in Rule 18 of 
the Rule of Procedures. She recalled that this Rule corresponded to the Article on Voting 
in the updated CM Resolution which inspired the Lanzarote Committee’s Rules of 
Procedure. 
 
25. In this respect Ms SCAPPUCCI specified that Resolution CM/Res(2011)24 was 
replaced by Resolution CM/Res(2021)3. She read letter f of Article 11 of Resolution 
CM/Res(2021)3 to the Committee for reference: “f. In the case of a vote by written 
procedure, the Secretariat shall transmit to members, on the Chair’s instruction, the draft 
decision to be voted upon together with a voting form indicating the deadline by which 
members must ensure that their vote reaches the Secretariat of the committee. In the case 
of a vote by secret ballot, the Secretariat shall ensure the secrecy of the vote.” 
 
26. The Acting Chairperson asked the Committee whether it agreed to add letter f of 
Art. 11 of CM/Res(2021)3 after para 4 of Rule 18 and opened the vote on this question. 
 
27. Following the closing of the vote, the Secretariat announced that 
35 representatives participated in the vote, resulting in:  

- 32 representatives having voted YES,  
- 1 representative having voted NO,  
- 2 representatives having abstained.  

 
28. The Acting Chairperson declared that the Committee had agreed on the additional 
paragraph to Rule 18 of the Rule of Procedures by a large majority of the votes.  
 
29. Before proceeding with a vote on all the amendments to the Rules of Procedure 
as contained in document T-ES(2022)02 EXT, the Secretariat checked the quorum again 
by calling the name of each representative of the Parties to the Convention entitled to 
vote. Representatives of Belgium, Estonia, Poland, Serbia, Tunisia, and United Kingdom 
did not respond. The quorum was reached with 42 members present. 
 
30. Following the closing of the vote, the Secretariat announced that 
31 representatives participated in the vote, resulting in:  

- 30 representatives having voted YES,  
- 1 representative having voted NO.  
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31. The Acting Chairperson declared that the amendments to the Rules of Procedure 
had been adopted by a large majority and would enter into force the following day in 
accordance with Rule 33. 
 
3.2 Presentation of the conclusions and recommendations of the evaluation of the 
Council of Europe monitoring mechanisms 
 
32. Ms SCAPPUCCI presented the main findings of the evaluation of the Council of 
Europe monitoring mechanisms conducted by the Council of Europe Directorate of 
Internal Oversight. She recalled that the Lanzarote Committee had been chosen as a case 
study and therefore was mentioned several times in the report. She stated that the 
Secretariat, some of the Bureau members, and observers of the Committee were 
interviewed and asked to reply to surveys for this evaluation and thanked them for the 
time dedicated to this exercise. She informed that the Secretariat of all monitoring 
mechanisms were studying the conclusions and recommendations of this study to ensure 
follow-up to them and this presentation aimed at starting such process.  
 
33. She mentioned that the Lanzarote Committee had very positive results on many 
issues that had been evaluated. For instance, the Committee scored very high on its ability 
to cooperate without overlapping with the work of other monitoring bodies. The work of 
the Committee’s gender equality rapporteur was also highly appreciated.  
 
34. Ms SCAPPUCCI also highlighted some of the issues that the Committee could work 
on further to improve. For instance, the Committee should find better solutions to 
determine its real impact and to promote it more broadly. Additionally, the majority of 
the participants to the surveys stated that the Committee did not have adequate financial 
and human resources. The importance of the voluntary contributions to improve this 
point and ensure the sustainability of the Committee’s work was thus reiterated.  
 
35. As regards the conclusions of the report overall, it was underlined that all 
monitoring mechanisms were encouraged to explore and use new digital tools, to support 
their monitoring activity with cooperation projects, to share knowhow and good practices 
among Parties, to create synergies between monitoring mechanisms. 
 
36. Ms SCAPPUCCI also explained that the Secretariat had already taken some steps 
to follow up on these conclusions. It was for instance exploring the possibility of 
digitalising as much as possible the questionnaires for the forthcoming new monitoring 
round to enable different automated compilation of the responses. She also pointed out 
that several new cooperation projects were underway to support Parties wishing to 
establish the Barnahus model to follow-up on one of the first promising practices 
identified by the Committee. Finally, she mentioned that the next capacity building events 
could be organised back-to-back with a meeting of another relevant monitoring 
mechanism to create possible productive synergies. 
 
37. The Acting Chairperson invited the Lanzarote Committee members to examine the 
evaluation results and reflect further on how to give follow-up to them and discuss again 
about these issues in a forthcoming plenary meeting.  

https://rm.coe.int/dio-2022-37-mm-report-en/1680a7fc5f
https://rm.coe.int/dio-2022-37-mm-report-en/1680a7fc5f
https://rm.coe.int/dio-2022-37-mm-infographic-en/1680a7fc5d
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3.3 Presentation of progress in the elaboration of pilot Country Overviews 
 
38. The Acting Chairperson recalled that during its 36th meeting, the Lanzarote 
Committee welcomed the presentation of preliminary examples of possible country 
overviews developed by the Secretariat with the cooperation of the Italian and 
Portuguese authorities. The Secretariat was entrusted to prepare two or three additional 
pilot country overviews to refine the process of their development by taking into account 
similar initiatives and assessing the resources required to secure funding to cover the 
preparation of such country overviews for all Parties. She underlined the usefulness of 
such country overviews to complement the thematic monitoring reports of the 
Committee and invited the Secretariat to explain how it had moved forward to refine the 
country overview concerning Italy and to prepare overviews for Finland and the Republic 
of Moldova. 
 
39. Ms SCAPPUCCI referred to collaboration with ECPAT-International to prepare 
these country overviews. She explained that existing texts were enriched with more 
information about promising practices and that the Secretariat is also adding in the 
country overviews relevant findings of the Group of Experts on Action against Violence 
against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO), the Group of Experts on Action against 
Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) and any recent UN CRC conclusion.  
 
40. She underlined that the aim of the pilot process was also to estimate the cost of 
producing country overviews, as these could be funded through extra budgetary 
contributions. The Acting Chairperson stressed the importance and usefulness of the tool 
and encouraged the Committee members to reach out to the Secretariat if they are willing 
to make voluntary contributions needed for the continuation of the project. 
 
 
4. Up-date on the workplan of the Committee for monitoring and capacity 

building 
 
4.1 Presentation of an indicative timeline for the continuation of the monitoring 

round on the protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust 
(evaluation procedure for 22 Parties and compliance procedure for 26 Parties)  

 
41. Ms SCAPPUCCI recalled that the next monitoring round was returning to the 
theme of protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust, already 
addressed in the 1st monitoring round. Time had indeed come to assess progress made by 
the 26 Parties monitored in that round but also have a more comprehensive picture of 
the situation by evaluating also the 22 countries that became Parties to the Lanzarote 
Convention after the launch of the 1st monitoring round. To ensure this monitoring 
process proceeds with regular outcomes, more focused questionnaires will be addressed 
to all Parties and shorter reports will be adopted while the process progresses to also 
ensure greater visibility. The first questionnaire will seek information on the issues related 
to legal and judicial frameworks and might be ready for adoption by the Lanzarote 
Committee before the summer 2023.  
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42. The Committee endorsed this way of action. 
 
4.2 Up-date on the preparation of a capacity building event on legal age for sexual 

activities and statute of limitations for sexual offences against children 
 
43. Mr POUTIERS (Secretary to the Lanzarote Committee) recalled that two 
questionnaires were sent in February 2021 to all Parties to the Lanzarote Convention on 
the legal age for sexual activities and the statute of limitations for sexual offences against 
children. He pointed out that the Secretariat contacted members of the Lanzarote 
Committee again recently to obtain missing answers and/or updates. This information is 
being analysed by two consultants in close cooperation with the Secretariat. A 
presentation of a preliminary analysis of this work will be made during the 37th meeting 
of the Committee (31 January – 2 February 2023). 
 
44. The final analysis will be presented at a capacity building event on these two topics 
which will take place before the summer 2023. During this event the legal framework of 
the Lanzarote Convention on the two topics will be recalled, a description of the situation 
in the Parties made by the consultants will be presented alongside trends, good practices 
and challenges. The ultimate objective is that members, participants and observers of the 
Lanzarote Committee have a better understanding of the situation in the Parties to reflect 
on possible follow-up to be given to this exercise. 
 
4.3 Consideration of a suggestion to update a 2010 survey to collect data on the 

occurrence of sexual violence against children in Council of Europe member 
states 

 
45. Mr POUTIERS highlighted that the question of the prevalence of sexual violence 
against children comes up very regularly as stakeholders are interested in having the most 
precise data possible to develop appropriate policies in response to the challenges raised. 
He recalled the Council of Europe well known “1 in 5” data – i.e. 1 in 5 children being 
considered as having experiencing some form of sexual violence before reaching the age 
of 18 years old – which was at the origin of its ONE in FIVE Campaign to raise awareness 
of sexual violence against children, from 2010 to 2015. He reiterated that this figure had 
resulted from various national and international studies undertaken before the launch of 
that Campaign, but was also based on responses to a questionnaire which had been sent 
to Council of Europe member states in 2010 by the European Committee on Crime 
Problems (CDPC). He asked whether Parties would be interested in contributing to the 
gathering of up-dated data. The representatives of Parties agreed and requested the 
Secretariat to prepare a new questionnaire to this effect, using as a basis the 2010 survey 
as well as the relevant Lanzarote Committee recommendations from Chapter II (Collection 
of data on child sexual abuse in the circle of trust) of its first implementation report: 
“Protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust: The framework”. This 
questionnaire will be examined and adopted by the Committee at one of its future 
meetings. The Secretariat promised to share the 2010 compilation of replies to the survey 
for Parties’ information.  
 

https://rm.coe.int/1st-implementation-report-protection-of-children-against-sexual-abuse-/16808ae53f
https://rm.coe.int/1st-implementation-report-protection-of-children-against-sexual-abuse-/16808ae53f
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5. Election/Appointment of Committee representatives and their substitutes 
 
5.1 Election of the Lanzarote Committee’s Bureau 
 
46. Ms SCAPPUCCI announced that there was one candidate for each vacant position 
at the Bureau and underlined that the current candidates would ensure a balanced 
geographical and gender representation in the renewed Bureau. The Committee thus 
elected by acclamation, for a term of office of two years renewable once, Ms CASTELLO-
BRANCO (Portugal) as Chairperson of the Committee, Ms ILCHUK (Ukraine) as Vice-
Chairperson, Mr NIKOLAIDIS, (Greece), Mr MAGNÚSSON (Iceland) and Ms LOVŠIN 
(Slovenia) as members of the Committee’s Bureau. 
 
47. The Committee also re-elected by acclamation, for a second term of office of 
two years, Mme DOURTHE (France) and Ms MUSCAT (Malta), as members of the 
Committee’s Bureau. 
 
48. The Committee thanked Ms. DE CRAIM (Belgium) for her outstanding work as 
Chairperson of the Committee. 
 
5.2 Appointment of Lanzarote Committee representatives and/or substitutes 
 
49. Ms ILCHUK (Ukraine) was appointed representative and Ms MUSCAT (Malta) was 
appointed as her substitute to the European Committee for Social Cohesion (CCS).  
 
50. Ms BOROVČANIN (Bosnia and Herzegovina) was appointed as a substitute to 
Mr NIKOLAIDIS (Greece) to the Steering Committee for the Rights of the Child (CDENF).  
 
 
6. Any other business 
 
51. Ms SCAPPUCCI informed the Committee that the Secretary General of the Council 
of Europe had, as every year, invited the Heads of all monitoring mechanisms and advisory 
bodies to meet with her on 17 January 2023. She explained that for this year’s meeting 
exchanges in plenary would alternate with discussions in the following three working 
groups:  

- Group 1: Consequences of the war in Ukraine and the expulsion of the Russian 
Federation from the Council of Europe; 

- Group 2: Relations between the Council of Europe and the European Union  
- Group 3: Challenges of democratic backsliding and the role of Council of Europe 

monitoring and advisory bodies. 
 
52. Even though all three themes were of interest, members agreed that, it would be 
most appropriate for the Lanzarote Committee’s Chairperson to participate in working 
Group 2 on relations between the European Union and the Council of Europe, in particular 
since the European Union is currently up up-dating its Directive on combating child sexual 
abuse and exploitation.  
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Adoption of the list of decisions of this meeting 
 
53. At the end of the meeting, the representatives of the Parties to the Convention 
adopted the list of decisions of this meeting and noted that the 37th meeting of the 
Lanzarote Committee was scheduled to take place on 31 January – 2 February 2023 
(Strasbourg/hybrid). 
 
 
  

https://rm.coe.int/list-of-decisions-extraordinary-meeting-of-the-lanzarote-committee/1680a95d78
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Appendix I 
 

Agenda 
 
 
1. Opening of the meeting 
 
Adoption of the agenda 
 
 
2. Consequences of the aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine – 

Modalities of participation of the Russian Federation in the work of the 
Lanzarote Committee 

 
2.1 Examination of a draft new Rule to frame the possible restriction of the modalities 

of participation in the Lanzarote Committee for a Party having ceased to be a 
member of the Council of Europe or having ceased relations with the Council of 
Europe 
 

2.2 Decisions concerning possible restrictions of the modalities of participation of the 
Russian Federation in the Lanzarote Committee 
 
 

3. Strengthening the effectiveness of the monitoring mechanism and procedure in 
the short or medium term 

 
3.1 Adoption of the revised Rules of Procedure of the Lanzarote Committee 

(document T-ES(2022)02_EXT) 
 
3.2 Presentation of the conclusions and recommendations of the evaluation of the 

Council of Europe monitoring mechanisms  
 
3.3 Presentation of progress in the elaboration of pilot Country Overviews 
 
 
4. Up-date on the workplan of the Committee for monitoring and capacity building 
 
4.1 Presentation of an indicative timeline for the continuation of the monitoring round 

on the protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust (evaluation 
procedure for 22 Parties and compliance procedure for 26 Parties)  

 
4.2 Up-date on the preparation of a capacity building event on legal age for sexual 

activities and statute of limitations for sexual offences against children 
 
4.3 Consideration of a suggestion to update a 2010 survey to collect data on the 

occurrence of sexual violence against children in Council of Europe member states 
 

https://rm.coe.int/dio-2022-37-mm-infographic-en/1680a7fc5d
https://rm.coe.int/dio-2022-37-mm-infographic-en/1680a7fc5d
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5. Election/Appointment of Committee representatives and their substitutes 
 
5.1 Election of the Lanzarote Committee’s Bureau 
 
5.2 Appointment of Lanzarote Committee representatives or substitutes as follows: 
 

- A representative and his/her substitute for the European Committee for Social 
Cohesion (CCS) 

- A substitute for the representative to the Steering Committee for the Rights of the 
Child (CDENF)  

- A substitute for the representative to the Committee of Experts on the rights and 
the best interests of the child in parental separation and in care proceedings 
(CJ/ENF-ISE) 

- A substitute for the representative to the Working Group on responses to violence 
against children (CDENF-GT-VAE)  

- A substitute for the representative to the Cyber-Crime Convention Committee  
(T-CY) 

 
 
6. Any other business 
 
 
Adoption of the list of decisions of this meeting 
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Appendix II 
 

List of participants 
 
 

ALBANIA / ALBANIE  
 

Ms Alma TANDILI 
Chairperson of the 
State Agency for the Rights and Protection of the Child 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Youth and Equality 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

ANDORRA / ANDORRE 
 

Mme Olimpia TORRES BARROS 
Représentante Permanente Adjointe 
Représentation permanente d’Andorre auprès du Conseil de l’Europe 
 

ARMENIA / ARMÉNIE 
 

Ms Gayane HOVAKIMYAN                                           Apologised / Excusée 
Deputy Director 
Center for Implementation of Legal Education and Rehabilitation 
Programs 
Ministry of Justice 
 

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE Ms Madalena PAMPALK-LORBEER 
Public Prosecutor / Consultant 
Section IV – Criminal Law 
Division IV 1 – Substantive Criminal Law 
Federal Ministry for Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAÏDJAN 
 

 

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE 1. Ms Christel DE CRAIM                              CHAIRPERSON / PRÉSIDENTE 
Head of Service                                                               Apologised / Excusée 
Service for Criminal Policy 
FPS Justice 
 
2. Mme Valérie GENGOUX 
Attaché 
Federal public Service Justice 
Service for criminal policy 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA / 
BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE 
 

Ms Tijana BOROVČANIN 
High Expert Associate 
Sector for Human Rights 
Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees 
 

BULGARIA / BULGARIE Mr Yanko KOVACHEV 
State Expert 
“Child Policies and Programs, Strategic Development and Coordination” 
Directorate 
State Agency for Child Protection 
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CROATIA / CROATIE 
 

Ms Marlena JUKIĆ                                                          Apologised / Excusée 
Head of Service 
Service for criminal substantive law regulations 
Sector for criminal law regulations 
Directorate for criminal law 
Ministry of Justice 
 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE 
 

Ms Hara TAPANIDOU 
Principal Social Services Officer 
Social Welfare Services 
Ministry of Labour, Welfare and Social Insurance 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

CZECH REPUBLIC / 
RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE 

Ms Aneta PRCHLÍKOVÁ 
Senior Ministerial Counsellor 
Criminal Law Unit 
Legislative Department 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

DENMARK / DANEMARK 
 

Ms Lea ELKJÆR TARPGÅRD 
Criminal Law Division 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

ESTONIA / ESTONIE 
 

Ms Brit TAMMISTE 
Adviser 
Criminal Policy Department 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

FINLAND / FINLANDE Ms Helinä HEIKKINEN 
Legal Officer 
Unit for Human Rights Courts and Conventions 
Legal Service 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
 

FRANCE / FRANCE Mme Bertille DOURTHE                                    MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
                                                                                          MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
Magistrate – Rédactrice au bureau de la négociation pénale européenne 
et internationale 
Direction des affaires criminelles et des grâces  
Ministère de la justice 
 

GEORGIA / GÉORGIE Ms Ketevani TATUASHVILI 
Adviser 
Human Rights Secretariat 
Administration of the Government 
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GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE 
 

Ms Jana BEWERSDORFF 
Senior Public Prosecutor 
Division II A 7 
Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection 
 

GREECE / GRÈCE 
 

1. Mr George NIKOLAIDIS                                                  Apologised / Excusé 
Director 
Department of Mental Health and Social Welfare 
Centre for the Study and Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 
Institute of Child Health 
 
2. Mme Eleni KANAKI 
Adjointe au Représentant Permanent 
Représentation Permanente de la Grèce auprès du Conseil de l’Europe 
 

HUNGARY / HONGRIE 
 

Ms Anna DOSZPOTH 
Legal Adviser 
Deputy State Secretariat for Criminal Law Codification 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

ICELAND / ISLANDE 
 

1. Mr Páll MAGNÚSSON (voting rights) 
Counsellor 
Permanent Mission of Iceland in Geneva 
 
2. Ms Hlín SÆÞÓRSDÓTTIR 
Senior Adviser 
Ministry of Education and Children 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

IRELAND / IRLANDE Ms Corah CAPLES 
Assistant Principal Officer 
Criminal Justice Policy 
Department of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

ITALY / ITALIE 1. Ms Tiziana ZANNINI (voting rights) 
Director General 
Presidency of the Council of Ministers 
Department for Family Policies 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Ms Elena FALCOMATÀ 
Senior Expert 
Presidency of the Council of Ministers 
Department for Family Policies 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
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LATVIA / LETTONIE 
 

1. Ms Indra AIZUPE (voting rights) 
Director 
Department of Criminal Law 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Ms Kristiāna KALNIŅA 
Lawyer 
Department of Criminal Law 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

LIECHTENSTEIN / 
LIECHTENSTEIN 
 

Mr Claudio NARDI 
Counsellor 
Division for Economic Affairs and Development 
Division for Security and Human Rights 
Office for Foreign Affairs 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

LITHUANIA / LITUANIE 
 

Ms Kristina STEPANOVA 
Head of 
Family and Child Rights Protection Group 
Ministry of Social Security and Labour 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

LUXEMBOURG / 
LUXEMBOURG 

Mme Roberta SPOTO (voting rights) 
Adjointe au Représentant Permanent 
Représentation permanente du Luxembourg auprès du Conseil de l’Europe 
 
M. Sasha BILLARD 
Stagiaire 
Représentation permanente du Luxembourg auprès du Conseil de l’Europe 
 

MALTA / MALTE Ms Lorna MUSCAT                                             MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
                                                                                                  MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
Head of Office 
Office of the Commissioner for Children 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / 
RÉPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA 
 

Mr Artur DEGTEARIOV 
Head of the Child Pornography Crime Investigation Section 
Cybercrime Investigation Directorate 
National Investigation Inspectorate 
General Police Inspectorate 
Ministry of Internal Affairs 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

MONACO / MONACO  
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MONTENEGRO / 
MONTÉNÉGRO 
 

 

NETHERLANDS /  
PAYS-BAS 

Ms Eugenia POZO MORILLAS 
Senior Policy Officer (Sexual violence crimes) 
Department of Justice and Security 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

NORTH MACEDONIA / 
MACÉDOINE DU NORD 
 

 

NORWAY / NORVÈGE 1. Ms Maria Brit ESPINOZA (voting rights) 
Special Adviser International Affairs 
Department of Childhood, Youth and Family Affairs 
Ministry of Children and Families 
 
2. Mr Truls LOKE DESBANS 
Policy Officer 
Permanent Representation of Norway to the Council of Europe 
 

POLAND / POLOGNE 
 

Ms Agnieszka MATYSEK 
Chief Specialist – Judge 
Victims’ Assistance Unit 
Department of Family and Juvenile Matters 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL 
 

Ms Maria José CASTELLO-BRANCO                            VICE-CHAIRPERSON / 
Legal Adviser                                                                          VICE-PRÉSIDENTE 
Civil Justice Unit                                                        ACTING CHAIRPERSON / 
International Affairs Department                        PRÉSIDENTE PAR INTERIM 
Directorate General for Justice Policy 
Ministry of Justice 
 

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE Ms Alina ION 
Legal Adviser 
Department for Drafting Legislation 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

  



T-ES(2022)04 EXT_en 
 
 

19 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION / 
FÉDÉRATION DE RUSSIE 

1. Mr Dmitry A. CHEKANOV (voting rights) 
Third Secretary of the Russian Embassy in France 
 
2. Ms Larisa P. FALKOVSKAYA 
Director of the Department of Children’s Rights Protection 
Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
3. Mr Aleksey A. VINOKUROV 
Deputy Director 
Federal State Center for the Protection of the Rights and Interests of 
Children 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
4. Ms Larisa Y. LUTSKOVSKAIA 
Head of RUDN University Department for Multilingual Development 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

SAN MARINO /  
SAINT-MARIN 
 

 

SERBIA / SERBIE Mr Stevan POPOVIĆ 
Independent Advisor 
Family Protection Department 
Ministry of Family Welfare and Demography 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC / 
RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE 

Ms Petra GRZNÁROVÁ 
National Coordination Centre for Resolving the Issues of Violence 
against Children (NCC) 
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family 
 

SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE 
 

Ms Jana LOVŠIN 
Head of the 
Department of European Affairs and International Cooperation 
Ministry of Justice 
 

SPAIN / ESPAGNE Ms Carmen DE LA FUENTE MÉNDEZ 
Prosecutor - Advisor 
General Secretariat for Innovation and Quality of the Public Service of 
Justice 
Ministry of Justice 
 

SWEDEN / SUÈDE  
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SWITZERLAND / SUISSE Mme Anita MARFURT 
Juriste 
Unité Droit pénal international 
Office fédéral de la justice 
Département fédéral de justice et police 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE M. Rami BENSALAH 
Chef du Service des législations, des rapports et des études en droits de 
l’enfant 
Ministère de la Famille, de la Femme, de l’Enfance et des Personnes 
âgées 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

TÜRKIYE / TÜRKIYE Ms Songül BİNİCİ AKKAŞ 
Rapporteur Judge 
Directorate General for Foreign Relations and European Union Affairs 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

UKRAINE / UKRAINE Ms Svitlana ILCHUK 
Director 
Legal Support and Monitoring of the Implementation of the UN 
Convention on Children’s Rights 
Ministry of Social Policy 
 

UNITED KINGDOM / 
ROYAUME-UNI 

Ms Jennifer LABWO 
Senior Policy Adviser | International 
Strategy and International Team 
Tackling Child Sexual Abuse Unit 
Home Office 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

 
 
Directorate of Legal Advice and Public International Law / Direction du conseil juridique et du droit international 
public 
 

Public International Law 
Unit / Unité du Droit 
international public 
 

Ms Irene SUOMINEN 
Lawyer / Juriste 
 

 
 
  

http://intranet.verzeichnisse.admin.ch/navigate.do?dn=ou=FB%20Internationales%20Strafrecht,ou=Direktionsbereich%20Strafrecht,ou=Direktion,ou=Bundesamt%20fuer%20Justiz,ou=Eidg.%20Justiz-%20und%20Polizeidepartement,ou=Bundesrat&cutname=cn=Marfurt%20Anita%201NXTUC
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DGII: Directorate General of Democracy and Human Dignity / DGII: Direction générale de la démocratie et de 
la dignité humaine 
 
Directorate of Anti-discrimination / Direction de l'anti-discrimination 
 

Directorate of Anti-
discrimination / Direction de 
l’anti-discrimination 
 

Mr Jeroen SCHOKKENBROEK 
Director / Directeur 
 

 
Children’s Rights and Sport Values Department / Service des Droits des Enfants et des Valeurs du Sport 
 

Children's Rights and Sport 
Values Department / Service 
des droits des enfants et des 
valeurs du sport 
 

Ms Irena GUIDIKOVA 
Head of Department / Chef de Service 
 

 

Children’s Rights Division / 
Division des droits des 
enfants 
 

Ms Regína JENSDÓTTIR 
Head of Division / Chef de Division 
 

 

Children’s Rights Division - 
Secretariat of the Lanzarote 
Committee / Division des 
droits des enfants - 
Secrétariat du Comité de 
Lanzarote 
 

Ms Gioia SCAPPUCCI 
Executive Secretary to the Lanzarote Committee /  
Secrétaire exécutive du Comité de Lanzarote 
 

Children’s Rights Division - 
Secretariat of the Lanzarote 
Committee / Division des 
droits des enfants - 
Secrétariat du Comité de 
Lanzarote 
 

Mr Mikaël POUTIERS 
Secretary to the Lanzarote Committee / Secrétaire du Comité de Lanzarote 
 

Children’s Rights Division - 
Secretariat of the Lanzarote 
Committee / Division des 
droits des enfants - 
Secrétariat du Comité de 
Lanzarote 
 

Ms Ekaterina MALAREVA 
Legal Advisor / Conseillère juridique 

Children’s Rights Division - 
Secretariat of the Lanzarote 
Committee / Division des 
droits des enfants - 
Secrétariat du Comité de 
Lanzarote 
 

Ms Ana GUERREIRO                                                        Apologised / Excusée 
Policy Advisor / Conseillère en politiques 
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Children’s Rights Division - 
Secretariat of the Lanzarote 
Committee / Division des 
droits des enfants - 
Secrétariat du Comité de 
Lanzarote 
 

Ms Faustine LABBADI 
Policy Officer / Chargée de mission 

Children’s Rights Division - 
Secretariat of the Lanzarote 
Committee / Division des 
droits des enfants - 
Secrétariat du Comité de 
Lanzarote 
 

Ms Nadia BOUQUET 
Policy Officer / Chargée de mission 

Children’s Rights Division - 
Secretariat of the Lanzarote 
Committee / Division des 
droits des enfants - 
Secrétariat du Comité de 
Lanzarote 
 

Ms Corinne CHRISTOPHEL 
Assistant to the Lanzarote Committee / Assistante du Comité de Lanzarote 
 

 

 
INTERPRETERS / INTERPRÈTES 
 
Mr Jean-Louis WUNSCH (Head of Team) 
Ms Maryline NEUSCHWANDER 
Ms Pascale MICHLIN 
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Appendix III 
 
 

Statement of the Russian Delegation 
 
Item 2.1 - Examination of a draft new Rule to frame the possible restriction of the 
modalities of participation in the Lanzarote Committee for a Party having ceased to be 
a member of the Council of Europe of having ceased relations with the Council of Europe  

 
 
Colleagues, 
 
It is sad that this Committee decided to respond to the “invitation” of the 

Committee of Ministers. To inform you, not every Committee opted for this way.  
 
Lanzarote Committee is an independent structure functioning on the basis of the 

Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse. 
Not the Statute of the Council of Europe. The Convention does not contain a single 
reference to the Statute in terms of obligations of the Parties. In this respect, we are very 
much in doubts that any article of the Statute could be a pretext to amend the Rules of 
Procedure of this Committee.  

 
Moreover, the Parties to the Convention that have never been members of the 

Council of Europe would be treated differently in comparison to the Parties – ex-members 
of the Council of Europe. Such an approach would be a violation of the Article 2 of the 
Lanzarote Convention – Non-discrimination principle.  

 
Colleagues, the vote today is about what is more important to us. Substance – 

protection of children, and legal grounds – equality of the Parties. Or the political context? 
Russian Federation fully fulfils its obligations under the Lanzarote Convention that is the 
only legal basis for the functioning of this Committee. Not any other international treaty. 
And the principle of equality should be applied to all Parties to the Convention. In this 
regard, we firmly believe that no changes to the Rules of Procedure is needed.  
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Appendix IV 
 
 

Statement of the Russian Delegation 
 
Item 2.2 – Decisions concerning possible restrictions of the modalities of participation 
of the Russian Federation in the Lanzarote Committee  

 
 
Colleagues, 
 
The main aim of this Convention is to prevent and combat sexual exploitation and 

sexual abuse of children. That is the problem we pay the greatest attention to. However, 
if the Convention itself, without any further actions, could protect children, we would not 
be sitting here.  

 
Unfortunately, the document itself cannot eradicate the problem. That is why 

under Article 1, “in order to ensure effective implementation of its provisions by the 
Parties, this Convention sets up a specific monitoring mechanism”. The mechanism is this 
Committee.  

 
We act on the premise that if any right of participation of a Party is restricted then 

it will prevent effective implementation of the Convention. If it is the decision of the 
Committee then, against the background that the effective implementation is not 
possible, we reserve the right to react accordingly.  

 
Colleagues, today’s voting is not just about the rights of the Russian Delegation in 

this body. No matter results, I can assure that my country has a solid system and will 
continue guaranteeing the highest standards for the protection of children.  

 
Today’s voting is the expression of attitude towards the children living in Russia 

and their rights.  
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Appendix V 
 
 

Statement of Ukraine 
 

Today we have to make an important decision regarding the possible modalities of 
restriction of a state party to the Convention. 
 
Yesterday we approved amendments to the Rules of Procedure that allow limiting the 
country's participation in the Convention. 
 
Today, in the context of the military aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, 
we are resolving the issue of possible modalities for restricting the aggressor country in 
the Convention. 
 
This extraordinary meeting was preceded by consultations and discussions on this 
important and sensitive topic. 
 
There is a draft decision on this issue. 
 
But before making a final decision, I would like to draw your attention to one point of this 
draft document with which Ukraine does not agree. We are talking about the right to vote 
for the Russian Federation. Ukraine is against of this and considers it is out of mind to 
leave a voice to the aggressor. 
 
Of course, the final decision depends only to the Committee. 
 


