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The Committee of the Parties (hereinafter referred to as “the Lanzarote Committee” or “the 
Committee”) to the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual 
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (hereinafter referred to as “the Lanzarote Convention” or “the 
Convention”) held its 37th meeting at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg and on the KUDO 
platform on 31 January – 2 February 2023. The agenda and the list of participants are 
appended (Appendices I-II) to this meeting report. 
 
1. Opening of the meeting 
 
1. Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO (Chairperson of the Lanzarote Committee) opened the 
meeting rejoicing that finally it was not taking place only online. She recalled that due to 
restrictions because of the Covid pandemic, the last face-to face in person meeting was the 
25th meeting which was held in Nicosia on 15-18 October 2019. 
 
1.1. Adoption of the agenda 
 
2. The Lanzarote Committee adopted its agenda with the addition of two items: 

- Presentation by Ms VYKHOR, Ombudsman’s office of Ukraine, on “Children of 
Ukraine in the conditions of war” (as new item 2.I); 

- EUROPOL’s Child Sex Dolls and Robots study (under item 7). 
 
1.2. Consequences of the aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine – 

Modalities of participation of the Russian Federation in the work of the Lanzarote 
Committee 

 
3. Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO recalled that on 6-7 December 2023 the representatives of all 
the Parties to the Lanzarote Convention held an extraordinary meeting to address urgent 
procedural matters, in particular the issue of the modalities of participation of the Russian 
Federation in the work of the Lanzarote Committee. 
 
4. She highlighted that during this meeting it was decided (see the list of decisions) that: 

- There was a need to review the modalities of participation of the Russian 
Federation in the work of the Lanzarote Committee; 

- Hence, a new rule (Rule 2.1.) allowing for the restriction of modalities of 
participation of a Party in specific circumstances was adopted. 

 
5. The adoption of the new rule was also an opportunity to officially adopt all other 
amendments to the Rules of Procedure which had been agreed upon during previous 
meetings of the Committee. The revised Rules of Procedure of the Committee entered into 
force on 7 December. 
 
6. Based on the new Rule 2.1 concerning possible restrictions to the modalities of 
participation of a Party in specific circumstances, measures to restrict the participation of the 
Russian Federation in the work of the Lanzarote Committee were adopted. These include that 
the representatives of the Russian Federation are not convened to participate in meetings 
even if comments on the working documents may be shared with the Secretariat in specific 
circumstances and the Secretariat will report such comments to the Committee. In this 

https://rm.coe.int/list-of-decisions-extraordinary-meeting-of-the-lanzarote-committee/1680a95d78
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168066cf87
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respect, the Secretariat informed that ahead of the current meeting it had not received any 
comments for the Russian Federation. 
 
1.3. Up-date on ratifications of/accessions to the Lanzarote Convention 
 
7. The Committee was informed that ongoing processes are not yet completed (as 
regards Morocco, Israel, Mexico) and some new processes seem to be underway. It was also 
pointed out that the Conclusions on EU priorities for cooperation with the Council of Europe 
2023-2024, adopted on 30 January 2023, highlighted that “Child sexual abuse and exploitation 
is a crime that knows no borders. In order to ensure a truly global response and increase global 
standards for the protection of children against these crimes, the Union will continue to 
promote and pursue accession and ratification of the Convention on Protection of Children 
against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Convention)” (para. 20). 
 
 
2. Increased vulnerability of children to sexual abuse and sexual exploitation as a 

consequence of the war in Ukraine 
 
2.1. Presentation by Ms VYKHOR, Ombudsman’s office of Ukraine, on “Children of 

Ukraine in the conditions of war” 
 
8. Ms VYKHOR presented the situation of children in Ukraine, emphasising that they are 
victims of the war, sometimes even direct targets (killed, wounded, missing, fleeing and also 
being deported to the Russian Federation). She highlighted that servicemen of the Russian 
Federation committed and continue to commit sexual violence against children in Ukraine 
and that pre-trial investigation had started in 12 criminal proceedings and that a court had 
already sentenced the accused to 12 years of imprisonment. She concluded her presentation 
offering the Committee a doll explaining that she represented Melaniya, an 11-year-old 
Ukrainian girl gone missing with another tens of thousands Ukrainian children. 
 
9. In the discussion that ensued, Ms ILCHUK (Ukraine) proposed that the Lanzarote 
Committee carry out an urgent monitoring round on the protection of Ukrainian children 
against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse in Parties to the Convention because of the war. 
The Committee agreed to entrust its Bureau to seek clarification on this proposal whilst 
verifying what is already being carried out in this respect to avoid overlaps and ensure 
complementarity. 
 
2.2. Presentation of Council of Europe initiatives to protect children against sexual abuse 

and sexual exploitation as a consequence of the war in Ukraine 
 

2.2.1. Presentation of awareness raising tools produced by the Council of Europe: 
 

 Checklist and Handbook on the protection of children against sexual 
exploitation and sexual abuse in crisis and emergency situation: States’ 
main obligations under the Lanzarote Convention  
 

10. Ms GUERREIRO (Policy Advisor, Secretariat of the Lanzarote Committee) presented 
the Checklist and Handbook highlighting that the latter is organised under four chapters 
(prevention, identification and reporting, protection of child victims and prosecution of 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/01/30/conclusions-on-eu-priorities-for-cooperation-with-the-council-of-europe-2023-2024/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Conclusions+on+EU+priorities+for+cooperation+with+the+Council+of+Europe+2023-2024
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/01/30/conclusions-on-eu-priorities-for-cooperation-with-the-council-of-europe-2023-2024/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Conclusions+on+EU+priorities+for+cooperation+with+the+Council+of+Europe+2023-2024
https://childrenofwar.gov.ua/
https://childrenofwar.gov.ua/
https://rm.coe.int/checklist-protection-of-children-affected-by-the-refugee-crisis-from-s/1680a62d04
https://rm.coe.int/handbook-on-the-protection-of-children-against-sexual-exploitation-and/1680a8ae86
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offenders). She explained that each chapter highlights challenges in complying with 
obligations as identified in Parties to the Convention, provides suggestions for actions and 
includes promising practices set forth in the context of the Committee’s compliance 
procedure with regard to its urgent monitoring round on protecting children affected by the 
refugee crisis from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. She highlighted that both documents 
are available online in seven languages and that the Handbook is available in print as well. 
 

 GRETA’s Guidance Note on addressing the risks of trafficking in human 
beings related to the war in Ukraine and the ensuing humanitarian crisis 

 
11. Ms GHADAMI (Administrator at the Council of Europe Anti-Trafficking in Human 
Beings Division (GRETA) presented GRETA’s Guidance Note highlighting in particular that 
among the actions recommended by GRETA to prevent the trafficking of children are: 

- registration and protective care arrangements; 

- child-sensitive procedures and age assessment in line with the Council of Europe 
standards; 

- sharing of information on missing children; 

- appointment of a legal guardian for unaccompanied or separated children; 

- and the availability of child-friendly online and offline materials.  
 
12. The Lanzarote Committee agreed to organise an exchange of views with GRETA on 
technology facilitated trafficking in children and online child sexual abuse and exploitation to 
identify synergies and clarify differences in tools and approaches.  
 

 Working with Victims of Sexual Violence during Armed Conflict: A manual 
for Ukrainian mental health and emergency response professionals, 
developed under the project “Combatting violence against women in 
Ukraine (COVAW)” 

 
13. Ms SHEARER-DEMIR (Administrator at the Council of Europe Gender Equality Division) 
presented the manual is based on two instruments: the Istanbul Protocol, used to effectively 
guide the investigation and documentation of torture, ill-treatment and the protection of 
victims, and the PEACE model, which supports the conducting of effective, ethical and 
survivor-centered interviews by first responders, emergency responders, and mental health 
care professionals. Ms SHEARER-DEMIR pointed out that interviews with child victims of 
sexual violence (who do not need to have been directly affected to be recognised as victims) 
demand adherence to a child-centered investigative process which acknowledges that 
children are not a monolithic group and that differences in gender, age, access to education 
and other intersecting identities impact the planning and conduct of the interviews as well as 
post-interview care. The manual does not include children in the baseline guidance for 
conducting interviews but includes a section outlining key considerations in documentation. 
 
  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/urgent-monitoring-round
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/urgent-monitoring-round
https://rm.coe.int/guidance-note-on-addressing-the-risks-of-trafficking-in-human-beings-r/1680a663e2
https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2022-sexual-violence-manual-web-en/1680a97132
https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2022-sexual-violence-manual-web-en/1680a97132
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2.2.2. Activities carried out by the Special Representative of the Secretary General 
on Migration and Refugees 

 
14. Ms KAYACIK (Special Representative of the Secretary General for migration and 
refugees) presented her most recent activities carried out on Migration and Refugees. 
Specifically, she referred to her fact-finding visits to the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, 
Republic of Moldova and Romania, following the outbreak of the war against Ukraine. She 
also informed the Committee that during her visit to Poland, she was accompanied by a 
member of the Committee, Mr NIKOLAIDIS (Greece) and that during the last year she has 
worked closely in contact with the Lanzarote Committee Secretariat to build on and 
disseminate the results of its compliance procedure, as well as the Checklist and Handbook 
referred to above. 
 

2.2.3. Cooperation projects “Combatting violence against children in Ukraine – 
Phase III” and “Combatting violence against children in the Republic of 
Moldova – Phase III” 

 
15. Mr MAJINA (Senior Project Officer in the Council of Europe Children’s Rights Division) 
referred to the current cooperation projects on combatting violence against children, 
respectively in Ukraine and in the Republic of Moldova. 
 
16. Within the project in Ukraine several guidelines and methodologies have been 
developed: Methodology to support the Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human 
Rights in independent monitoring on violence against children in the country; Educational and 
methodical manual for psychologists “Psychological support and assistance to children who 
have experienced traumatic events”; Guidelines and Methodology for Documenting Child 
Rights Violations Resulting from Sexual Abuse; a Peer review of the Road map materials on 
Child-friendly justice standards as adapted to Ukraine’s legislation; a Training module for 
social workers on issues of social support for children, including children deprived of parental 
care, children without parental care, children who have left care institutions, children with 
disabilities. 
 
17. In terms of capacity building, webinars for professionals working in mental health and 
psychosocial assistance for children in situations of armed conflict took place, reuniting over 
1,100 participants. Support to civil society organisations materialised in the creation of a 
database and needs assessment of displaced children and host families and developing 
recommendations for an individual program for support and accompaniment of children. 
Informative and methodological materials for educators concerning resilience skills of 
children studying during war have also been developed. 
 
18. A new project that will cover 2023-2024 has been started, with the scope of Protecting 
and upholding the rights of Ukrainian children during and in post-war context. 
 
19. Regarding the project in the Republic of Moldova, several reports and guides were 
finalised in 2022: a Guideline for monitoring of services provided to children, including 
services provided to refugee children for the Office of the People's Advocate for Children's 
Rights; an Analysis report on “Online safety for children in the Republic of Moldova” and a 
methodology provided for the National Commission on the Protection of Children Against 
Sexual Exploitation and Sexual abuse in Republic of Moldova. 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/ukraine-combatting-violence-against-children-phase-iii
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/ukraine-combatting-violence-against-children-phase-iii
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/republic-of-moldova-combatting-violence-against-children-including-in-the-digital-environment
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/republic-of-moldova-combatting-violence-against-children-including-in-the-digital-environment
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20. In terms of capacity building, two major events have been organised: a Workshop on 
Online safety for children with focus on challenges to prevent and combat online child sexual 
exploitation and abuse and a Training for the Office of the People's Advocate for Children's 
Rights from the Republic of Moldova on ensuring independent monitoring of children's right 
to protection against violence and abuse. Awareness activities have been supported through 
mini grants awarded to Civil Society Organisations in view of preventing and responding to 
online risks children are exposed to, including the crisis and emergency (children, teachers 
and parents). 
 
 
3. Monitoring of the implementation of the Lanzarote Convention 
 
3.1. Awareness raising tools prepared on the basis of the Lanzarote Committee’s 

monitoring findings 
 

 Presentation of factsheets on the key monitoring findings of the implementation 
report “The protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse 
facilitated by information and communication technologies (ICTs): addressing the 
challenges raised by child self-generated sexual images and/or videos” 

 
21. Ms LABBADI (Policy Officer, Secretariat of the Lanzarote Committee) presented 
following new tools to raise awareness of the Lanzarote Committee’s recent implementation 
report on “The protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse facilitated 
by ICTs: addressing the challenges raised by child self-generated sexual images and/or 
videos”: 

- a general “Key findings” factsheet, already available online; 

- 10 factsheets on each of the thematic chapters of the report; 

- 42 country factsheets, including all the information concerning each Party to the 
Lanzarote Convention that was monitored in the framework of the 
2nd monitoring round; 

- The latter two categories of factsheets will be available online in the near future. 
 

 Presentation of Factsheet No. 1: The Special Report and related compliance 
procedure (on the basis of the Committee’s monitoring findings in the Special Report 
“Protecting children affected by the refugee crisis from sexual exploitation and 
sexual abuse”) 

 
22. Ms SCAPPUCCI (Executive Secretary, Lanzarote Committee) completed the 
presentation of tools prepared to raise awareness on the Committee’s monitoring finding 
drawing attention to a first factsheet, already available online, that presents an overview of 
the urgent monitoring round procedure and focusing then more specifically on the outcomes 
of the compliance procedure concluded in March 2022 with respect to 41 Parties to the 
Convention and 10 recommendations they were asked to implement. 
 
  

https://rm.coe.int/factsheet-lanzarote-committee-key-monitoring-findings-on-the-protectio/1680a61c7c
https://rm.coe.int/factsheet-no-1-the-special-report-and-related-compliance-procedure-spe/1680a62d05
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3.2.  “Protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust”: presentation of 
the process and indicative timeline for the continuation of the monitoring round on 
the protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust (evaluation 
procedure for 22 Parties and compliance procedure for 26 Parties) 

 
23. Ms SCAPPUCCI recalled that as the child’s circle of trust remains an environment 
where sexual abuse occurs vastly, the Committee agreed to come back to this theme instead 
of embarking on a new one. She also reiterated that the aim is to both take stock of the 
situation in the 22 Parties that had not been examined in the monitoring round that 
concluded in 2018 and to evaluate the follow-up given to the Committee’s recommendations 
by the 26 Parties that had.  
 
24. The Lanzarote Committee agreed that the questionnaires for this monitoring work on 
the protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust should be as focused as 
possible, include questions on the impact of the previous monitoring findings and involve 
youth organisations. It also entrusted its Bureau to review a first preliminary draft 
questionnaire focusing on the legal issues to enable its examination and adoption during its 
38th meeting (30 May – 2 June 2023).  
 
25. A discussion and decision on the number of other questionnaires and specific focused 
reports to be adopted during the course of the monitoring round should also be taken during 
a forthcoming Committee meeting. 
 
 
4. Exchange of information, experiences and good practices  
 
4.1. Panel showcasing of Lanzarote Committee observers recent and up-coming work: 
 
26. Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO recalled that the Committee decided to organise an annual 
panel to showcase its observers’ initiatives that might be of inspiration to Parties in their 
action to combat Child sexual exploitation and abuse. As the meeting of the end of the 
year 2022 was postponed, the panel was held during the current meeting. 
 

 ECPAT-International 
 
27. Ms VARRELLA (Research and Child Rights Monitoring Manager) presented to the 
Committee several ongoing projects: 

a. Disrupting Harm has to date been used to collect evidence on online child sexual 
exploitation and abuse in 13 target countries in Southeast Asia and Eastern and 
Southern Africa (currently the project is being adapted to be deployed in 11 other 
countries, including in Eastern Europe). The project revealed that between 1-20% 
Internet-using children in the countries surveyed had been subjected to online 
sexual exploitation and abuse; that the offenders are often someone the child 
already knows; and that few children report experiences of online sexual 
exploitation and abuse through helplines (3%) or to the police (2,9%); 

b. The goals of the Global Boys Initiative are to document promising practices by 
working with boy survivors of sexual exploitation and abuse; to carry out case 
studies of different approaches to working with boys (in Bolivia, Colombia, 

https://www.coe.int/web/children/1st-monitoring-round
https://www.coe.int/web/children/1st-monitoring-round
https://ecpat.org/disrupting-harm/
https://ecpat.org/global-boys-initiative/
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Namibia, UK, Morocco, Thailand, Cambodia and South Korea); and to promote 
cross-context learning and to analyse trends and differences; 

c. Another global project is a (Child) Sex Offenders Registry. After an analysis of the 
different practices existing worldwide, ECPAT intends to provide technical 
assistance for states considering setting up such a registry. 

 

 Hope for Children – CRC Policy Center Cyprus 
 
28. Ms NEOCLEOUS (Director of Humanitarian Division) updated the Committee, among 
other things, on the work of the Children’s House - Barnahus Cyprus. It is monitored and 
funded by the Social Welfare Services of Deputy Ministry of Social Welfare and operated by 
Hope for Children within the framework of the National Strategy and Action Plan to Combat 
Sexual Abuse and Child Abuse and Child Pornography. Under the same roof it provides the 
setting for forensic interviews, medical examinations, psychological evaluation, psychological 
support and therapy, family therapy and support groups, and social support and 
rehabilitation. Between the start of its operation in September 2017 up until December 2022, 
1,631 children had been referred to it for the investigation of sexual abuse reports. Children’s 
House in Cyprus works in close cooperation with prosecutors (the Law Office of the Republic 
of Cyprus), social workers and psychologists to prepare children for court proceedings and 
support them throughout this process and afterwards. In 2021, Hope for Children entered 
into a research partnership with Sheffield Hallam University for the development of “The 
KiCGame”, a board game used as a psychoeducational tool to support children’s appearance 
in court through play-based activities. It is based on the Trauma-Focused Cognitive-
Behavioural Therapy model and aims to increase children’s legal knowledge and, to an extent, 
reduce court-related stress while increasing children’s wellbeing. 
 

 The International Association of Internet Hotlines (INHOPE)  
 
29. After having recalled what INHOPE and a hotline are, Ms WOOLFE (Head of Global 
Partnerships and Network Expansion) explained why a country should have a hotline. She 
then presented the various steps to set up a hotline, from the initial country review up to full 
membership of the INHOPE network. 
 
30. She also presented INHOPE’s other projects such as ICCAM which offers a secure 
technology platform for the hotlines to exchange the reports they receive for removal 
wherever they are reported and wherever they are hosted, cutting down on duplication and 
providing actionable intelligence to INTERPOL. She also referred to AviaTor (Augmented 
Visual Intelligence and Targeted Online Research) which is a tool that helps classify and 
prioritise NCMEC reports. AviaTor can automatically search online sources for additional 
intelligence and information for investigations in accordance with national legal 
requirements. 
 
31. In 2022 a total of 587,852 content URLs were processed in ICCAM by INHOPE hotlines 
from which 497,001 content URLs were seen for the first time. From these content URLS, a 
total of 384,748 were determined to be illegal and, subsequently, national law enforcement 
agencies were informed and a notice for takedown was issued to the hosting internet service 
provider. 
 

https://ecpat.org/monitoring-child-sexual-offenses-registries/
https://uncrcpc.org.cy/programmes/children-s-house
https://www.inhope.org/EN/articles/iccam-what-is-it-and-why-is-it-important
https://www.inhope.org/EN/articles/iccam-what-is-it-and-why-is-it-important
https://inhope.org/EN/articles/what-is-aviator
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32. Insights gained in 2022: 1) decrease in total volume, 2) major increase in hosting 
locations (from 49 to 83) so content is more widely distributed, 3) more of reported material 
was illegal compared to 2021 (indirectly testifying to the effect of the awareness-raising 
programmes). 
 
33. Finally, Ms STACIWA (Independent Expert, Department for Reacting to Illegal Content 
on the Internet Dyżurnet.pl) presented INHOPE’s Poland-Ukraine initiative and explained in 
particular that the Polish Research Office decided to hire a Ukrainian colleague to work in 
their office and learn the procedures in order to set up a hotline in Ukraine. 
 

 International Association of Youth and Family Judges and Magistrates (IAYFJM) 
 
34. Mr PICAL (Honorary judge representing IAYFJM at the Council of Europe) described a 
variety of projects undertaken by the association. Referring to the experience and expertise 
of the Barnahus model, it has encouraged the establishment of Unités d’Accueil Pédiatrique 
Enfance en Danger (UAPED) (Paediatric Reception Units for Children at Risk) in all French 
geographic-administrative departments. These reception units will be located in hospitals 
bringing together healthcare resources specialised in child and adolescent health and an 
adapted hearing room. A multidisciplinary team will be made up of health professionals 
(doctors, nurses, psychologists) as well as social workers, police officers, and specialised 
members of the judiciary. The equipped hearing room will allow the recording of the 
children's testimony by a specifically trained investigator following the protocol of the 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHHD). 
 

 Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) 
 
35. Mr TUNKS (Head of Policy and Public Affairs) informed the Committee about IWF’s 
most recent work on the identification and removal of images and videos showing the sexual 
abuse of children, wherever they are found on the internet. 
 
36. He emphasised, in particular, that every one and a half minutes, IWF analysts assess a 
webpage, and that every two minutes, that webpage shows a child being sexually abused. He 
highlighted in particular the 1,058% increase since 2019 in the number of webpages showing 
images and videos of 7-10 years old who have been groomed/coerced/exploited online, 
reaching 63,050 reports of such kind in 2022. 
 
37. He then presented to the Committee the IntelliGrade tool, which enables IWF analysts 
to accurately grade child sexual abuse images and videos, while automatically generating 
unique hashes (digital fingerprints) which are used to identify and eliminate these images 
wherever they appear. IntelliGrade allows to enrich these hashes with additional contextual 
metadata which are compatible with child sexual abuse laws and classifications in multiple 
legal jurisdictions around the world, and the Interpol Baseline standard. 
 
38. IWF also developed a chatbot to offer confidential non-judgmental support by Stop It 
Now! The chatbot was deployed on Pornhub UK on 14 March 2022 and automatically pops 
up when one of the 28,000 banned keywords are used. In the first 30 days, already 173,904 
sessions were triggered, and 158 persons chose to find out more about Stop It Now! Services. 
 
  

https://www.afmjf.fr/
https://www.iwf.org.uk/
https://www.iwf.org.uk/our-technology/intelligrade/
https://www.iwf.org.uk/our-technology/chatbot/
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39. Finally, Mr TUNKS recalled the Report Remove tool developed with NSPCC to support 
a young person in reporting sexual images or videos shared online and enable them to get 
the image removed if it is illegal. 
 

 Save the Children 
 
40. Ms LEVAMO (Senior Child Rights and Advocacy Advisor) informed the Committee that 
the organisation had recently published a report on the experiences of children on online 
grooming “Grooming in the Eyes of a Child” which highlights that: 

a. 62% (n=1069) of children had been contacted online by a person they knew or 
suspected to be an adult or at least five years older than them 

b. Children received messages with sexual content from adults every week (17%, 
n=190) or at least once a month (29%, n=320) 

c. Half of the children answered that they tended to or felt it was natural to start a 
conversation with someone they did not know 

d. Most often the children started the conversation because they were bored (55%, 
n=352) or they were curious (40%, n=256) 

e. The children were asked whether or not they had disclosed their grooming 
experience and, if they had disclosed, whom they had told. A third had not told 
anyone. The majority of the children who had disclosed had told their friends 
(93%, n=617). 

 
41. Save the Children Finland has a lead role in a new project “CSAPE 2022-2024” (Child 
Sexual Abuse and Prevention project). CSAPE project is a European Commission/ISF-funded 
two-year project in 4 European countries: Iceland (Barnaheill – Save the Children Island), 
Albania (Save the Children Albania), Bosnia-Herzegovina (Save the Children International, 
implementing department Save the Children North Western Balkans), and Greece (KMOP, 
Social Action and Innovation Centre). The objective is to provide: 

a. evidence-based sexual education to children aged 5 to 11 

b. support to young people who have a sexual interest in children. 
 
42. The consortium members in the project will together build a training package in each 
thematic area and train professionals working with the target group children. Training will be 
provided to professionals in each consortium member country and possible to European level 
stakeholders through existing partners. Material is also produced to children, young people 
and their parents on sexual education, sexual violence and help-seeking when a young person 
has a sexual interest in children. 
 

 Missing Children Europe 
 
43. Ms IEVEN (Secretary General) informed the Committee that the organisation is now 
investigating the link between child sexual abuse and the phenomenon of missing children. 
The CESAGRAM (Comprehensive European Strategy against Tech Facilitated Grooming and 
Missing) project has been set up and is currently in the research and data collection stage. 
The organisation is also active in advocacy via its European CSA Legislation Advocacy group. 
 

https://www.iwf.org.uk/our-technology/report-remove/
https://www.inhope.org/EN/articles/save-the-children-finland-published-a-report-on-online-grooming-in-english
https://pelastakaalapset.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/main/2021/08/03151159/grooming_in_the_eyes_of_a_child_2021.pdf
https://www.pelastakaalapset.fi/en/our-work-in-finland/child-protection-and-finnish-hotline/child-sexual-abuse-prevention-and-education-csape-2022-2024-project/
https://missingchildreneurope.eu/cesagram/
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 WeProtect Global Alliance 
 
44. Ms LINSELL (Advocacy Manager) presented to the Committee the highlights of the 
organisation’s activities in 2022, focusing on knowledge building, empowerment, advocacy, 
and collaboration. She in particular referred to reports done in collaboration with UNICEF 
(Framing the Future) and ECPAT International (Child sexual exploitation and abuse online: 
Survivors’ Perspectives). She also referred to their Global Summit “Turning the Tide” 
(Brussels, 1-2 June 2022). 
 
45. She also referred to the recently established Global Taskforce on Child Sexual Abuse 
Online, which brings together 18 countries, the European Commission and the African Union. 
The Global Taskforce will meet twice per year. Its goals are to coordinate across governments 
to share updates and best practices, help members to identify opportunities in their national 
strategies and improve the sharing of information between members. The Lanzarote 
Committee underlined the need to coordinate work closely to avoid unnecessary overlaps 
and exploit synergies to increase collective impact. To this end the Committee also welcomed 
the Council of Europe’s possible formal participation in the WeProtect Global Alliance. 
 
46. Finally, she informed the Lanzarote Committee that its Global Threat Assessment will 
be released in October 2023. It will assess the scale and nature of global child sexual 
exploitation and abuse online between 2021-2023, identify the impact of the global responses 
to the threat, emerging trends and likely developments over the next 2 years, and set out 
recommendations to improve the responses. 
 
4.2.  Presentation of other relevant activities by national authorities, international 

governmental and non-governmental organisations, experts, as well as departments 
of the Council of Europe 

 
4.2.1. Exchange of views with Ms MANOJLOVIC, End Violence Against Children 

Fund (EVAC) representative, on EVAC’s priorities 
 
47. Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO first noted that the Lanzarote Committee appreciated the 
important work carried out in the context of the EndOCSEA@Europe project funded by EVAC 
which had involved several Lanzarote Convention Parties. 
 
48. After a general presentation of the EVAC fund which connects and convenes partners 
to end violence against children through investment in innovative solutions, Ms MANOJLOVIC 
(Safe Online Director) concentrated on EVAC’s actions for children to be safe online. In this 
regard, she highlighted that Safe Online’s aim is to invest in capacities, solutions, research and 
technology tools, generate new knowledge and evidence on the emerging threats and trends 
and on good practices, and advocate with governments, industry and other key stakeholders. 
She presented the Safe Online results for 2017-2021 with, in particular, nearly 35 million 
people reached, legal and policy frameworks strengthened in over 75 countries. She 
concluded with presenting the four key goals of EVAC’s 2023-2025 Strategy, i.e.: Invest for 
impact; Evidence and knowledge; Advocacy and action; Measure change. 
 
  

https://www.weprotect.org/framing-the-future/
https://www.weprotect.org/wp-content/uploads/05-01-2022_Project-Report_EN_FINAL.pdf
https://www.weprotect.org/wp-content/uploads/05-01-2022_Project-Report_EN_FINAL.pdf
https://www.weprotect.org/globalsummit2022/
https://www.weprotect.org/library/global-taskforce-on-child-sexual-abuse-online/
https://www.weprotect.org/library/global-taskforce-on-child-sexual-abuse-online/
https://www.weprotect.org/global-threat-assessment-21/
https://www.end-violence.org/
https://www.end-violence.org/
https://www.end-violence.org/safe-online
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4.2.2. Exchange of views with Dr McVARISH, Brave Movement representative, on 
the priorities of survivors of child sexual violence 

 
49. Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO introduced Dr McVARISH recalling that he had already been a 
guest of the Lanzarote Committee in 2015 to speak about his campaign “Road to change” to 
raise awareness of the abolition of the statutes of limitations with regard to the investigation 
and prosecution of child sexual abuse, and when he exchanged with the Committee after the 
screening of “To kill a Kelpie” (his autobiographic testimonial of child sexual abuse).  
 
50. Dr McVARISH explained that the Brave Movement is a global initiative uniting 
survivors and allies to end childhood sexual violence. It aims at elevating and supporting 
survivor voices and leadership into conversations at every level of government, from local 
authority to international fora, and at supporting international movement building and 
aligned, coordinated advocacy and campaigns. Prevention, healing and justice are at the heart 
of the action of the Brave Movement. 
 
51. He shared that among the Brave Movement’s first-year successes were the coming 
abolition of the statutes of limitation in respect of child sexual abuse in Bolivia after a ruling 
by the Inter American Court of Human Rights, and the commitment of G7 leaders to address 
online and offline childhood sexual violence. Its continued priorities are the abolition of the 
statutes of limitation across the world and a safe internet for children. 
 
52. Mr PICAL (International Association of Youth and Family Judges and Magistrates) 
recognised that increasing limitation periods can be useful, but he expressed reservations 
about abolishing them completely. He explained that a significant passage of time makes it 
almost impossible both to collect quality evidence and to obtain a coherent recollection of 
events from the presumed victim. He pointed out that it may thus be traumatising for 
survivors to see their criminal case closed for lack of evidence or to lose their case in court. 
Mr PICAL referred to other solutions such as freeing the voices of victims, facilitating their 
healing and increasing the training of the police. 
 

4.2.3. Exchange of views on the proposal for a EU Regulation laying down rules to 
prevent and combat child sexual abuse: 

 

 Presentation by the Commission of the main elements of the proposal 
 

 Presentation of the Outcome report of the Expert workshop on EU proposed 
Regulation on preventing and combatting child sexual abuse held in Leiden 
on 17-18 October 2022 and jointly organised by the Center for Law and Digital 
Technologies (eLaw) of Leiden University and ECPAT International 

 
53. Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO recalled the Committee’s interest in this proposal and 
highlighted that, during negotiations for the Interim Regulation, the Lanzarote Committee 
had “commissioned” a report of independent experts “Respecting human rights and the rule 
of law when using automated technology to detect online child sexual exploitation and 
abuse”, which was presented to the Committee in June 2021. 
 
54. Ms CASSAR (EU Commission) presented in depth the main elements of the proposed 
Regulation.  

https://www.bravemovement.org/
https://www.roadtochange.eu/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=8718ff17e0d1f13cJmltdHM9MTY3OTcwMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0yYzBhMWZjMy0zYTdjLTZjNDEtMjQ2NS0wZDU5M2IwMjZkNWYmaW5zaWQ9NTE3MQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=2c0a1fc3-3a7c-6c41-2465-0d593b026d5f&psq=To+kill+a+Kelpie&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly92aW1lby5jb20vb25kZW1hbmQvdG9raWxsYWtlbHBpZQ&ntb=1
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A209%3AFIN&qid=1652451192472
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A209%3AFIN&qid=1652451192472
http://rm.coe.int/respecting-human-rights-and-the-rule-of-law-when-using-automated-techn/1680a2f5ee
http://rm.coe.int/respecting-human-rights-and-the-rule-of-law-when-using-automated-techn/1680a2f5ee
http://rm.coe.int/respecting-human-rights-and-the-rule-of-law-when-using-automated-techn/1680a2f5ee
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/whats-new/campaigns/legislation-prevent-and-combat-child-sexual-abuse_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/whats-new/campaigns/legislation-prevent-and-combat-child-sexual-abuse_en
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55. Mr LEISER and Ms WITTING (Leiden University) presented the Outcome report of the 
Expert workshop on EU proposed Regulation on preventing and combatting child sexual 
abuse, held in Leiden on 17-18 October 2022 and jointly organised by the Center for Law and 
Digital Technologies (eLaw) of Leiden University and ECPAT International. This report was 
officially launched on the occasion of the meeting of the Lanzarote Committee. 
 
56. Ms GREGORY (United Kingdom) highlighted the relevance of the UK Online Safety Bill 
process in this area and offered to make a presentation on it in a forthcoming meeting. 
 
57. After a rich debate with the speakers, the Lanzarote Committee agreed to continue to 
exchange information on progress with the EU Proposal for a Regulation to prevent and 
combat child sexual abuse and to be informed of the outcome results of other multisectoral 
workshops focusing on specific aspects of it.  
 

4.2.4. Information by members, participants and observers on changes in national 
policy, legislation, institutional arrangements, and practice: 

 

 Presentation by a representative of the WeProtect Global Alliance of its 
recently established Global Taskforce on Child Sexual Abuse Online 

 
58. This presentation is referred to above in paragraph 45. 
 

 Exchange of views with Ms SINGHATEH, UN Special Rapporteur on the sale 
and sexual exploitation of children, including child prostitution, child 
pornography and other child sexual abuse material, on her report “A practical 
approach to addressing the sale and sexual exploitation of children” 
(document A/HRC/49/51) and the “check list” for States and other 
stakeholders to use as a concrete and user-friendly tool in their work 

 
59. Ms SINGHATEH (UN Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children, 
including child prostitution, child pornography and other child sexual abuse material) 
presented her report on the prevention and protection of children against sale, child marriage 
and sexual exploitation in prostitution, in the context of travel, tourism, and online. She also 
introduced her checklist for States as a concrete and user-friendly tool in their work to prevent 
and protect children from the different manifestations of sale and sexual exploitation and to 
provide adequate services to child victims and survivors. Ms SINGHATEH informed the 
Lanzarote Committee of her coming report on reparation for child victims which she will be 
happy to present to the Lanzarote Committee during a forthcoming meeting. 
 

 Debriefing of the European Day on the Protection of Children against Sexual 
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (18 November 2022) 

 
60. Mr POUTIERS (Secretary to the Lanzarote Committee) reminded the Committee that 
the focus of the 2022 edition of the European Day was on “Getting it right: ensuring child-
friendly justice through Barnahus structures in Europe”. It was an opportunity for the Council 
of Europe to promote the Barnahus model. A high-level event “Towards Barnahus in All 
European States; Ensuring the rights of every child” was organised on 16 November 2022 by 
the Council of Europe and the Council of the Baltic Sea States, under the Icelandic Presidency 

https://rm.coe.int/outcome-report-of-the-expert-workshop-on-eu-proposed-regulation-on-pre/1680aa00e4
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/-/launch-of-an-interdisciplinary-outcomes-report-on-the-potential-implications-of-the-eu-s-proposal-for-a-regulation-to-prevent-and-combat-child-sexual-abuse
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/a-guide-to-the-online-safety-bill
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A209%3AFIN&qid=1652451192472
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A209%3AFIN&qid=1652451192472
https://www.weprotect.org/library/global-taskforce-on-child-sexual-abuse-online/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/ahrc4951-practical-approach-addressing-sale-and-sexual-exploitation
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/ahrc4951-practical-approach-addressing-sale-and-sexual-exploitation
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/2022-edition
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/-/towards-barnahus-in-all-european-states-ensuring-the-rights-of-every-child
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/-/towards-barnahus-in-all-european-states-ensuring-the-rights-of-every-child
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of the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers. This event brought together high-level key 
international actors with the aim to explore the Barnahus concept, including what works, 
opportunities for improvement, and potential adjustments to national legal frameworks. 
 

 Exchange of views with Her Excellency BIO, First Lady of Sierra Leone, and 
Dr PH WORTHAM, Research Associate, Human Flourishing Program at 
Harvard University, Secretariat Global Collaborative for the Protection and 
Healing of Child Dignity, on the setting up of a World Day for the Protection 
of the Dignity of the Child 

 
61. Her Excellency BIO (First Lady of Sierra Leone) highlighted that in many countries in 
the world, such as hers, rape as a weapon of war was common. She also underlined that she 
considered early marriage as a form of legalised rape of girls. For these reasons she decided 
to give a voice to survivors and join Dr WORTHAM (Research Associate, Human Flourishing 
Program at Harvard University, Secretariat Global Collaborative for the Protection and 
Healing of Child Dignity) and the Global initiative promoting the setting-up of a World Day for 
the Prevention of and Healing from Child Sexual Exploitation, Abuse and Violence. This was 
finally decided upon by the UN General Assembly on 7 November 2022, after three years of 
campaigning (A/Res/77/8). The date chosen coincides with that of the European Day, i.e. 
18 November, to create a momentum in the year and join forces at global level to end the 
scourge of sexual violence against children. 
 
62. The Chairperson warmly thanked First Lady BIO and Dr WORTHAM for their efforts in 
setting-up such a World Day and suggested that Sierra Leone consider asking to become a 
Party of the Lanzarote Convention, which First Lady BIO welcomed and undertook to raise the 
possibility with the President of Sierra Leone. 
 

 Presentation of EUROPOL’s Guidelines for law enforcement first responders 
in child sexual exploitation and abuse cases 

 
63. Mr KLANČNIK (EUROPOL) informed that the guidelines were created under the EU 
funded project GRACE and developed by Europol. Europol announced their release on the 
18th of November 2022, European Day on the Protection of Children against Sexual 
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse. He further explained that these guidelines were created for 
police officers who are not specialised in conducting investigations against sexual crimes 
against children. Still, they have the need to be properly equipped with relevant information, 
since they may face situations during their daily work when they become aware of the sexual 
abuse of a child.  
 
64. Mr KLANČNIK shared his personal story as a young police officer in this regard and 
pointed out the real added value for these law enforcement first responders to have a toolkit 
to manage unexpected difficult and sensitive situations on the spot. The guidelines are such 
a tool. They are self-explanatory and structured in a step-by-step approach, in a reader 
friendly fashion. The guidelines contain: 

- basic explanation of the proper terminology to be used; 

- a list of internationally recognised victims’ rights; 

- typical scenario examples which first responders can come across with; 

https://www.globalcollaborative.org/
https://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=A/RES/77/8&Lang=E
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/child-sexual-abuse-new-guidelines-for-first-responders
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/child-sexual-abuse-new-guidelines-for-first-responders
https://grace-fct.eu/
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/child-sexual-abuse-new-guidelines-for-first-responders
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- a flowchart designed for the easy follow-up of the steps involved in the decision-
making process; 

- a high-level version of the so-called ‘five F’s of trauma’, explaining why a victim 
may not fight back, runaway or just react in different ways;  

- free text sections to be filled-in by the officers themselves, to localise the 
guidelines towards national laws, policies and geosocial situations. 

 
65. It was further underlined that the guidelines are intended for police officers only, and 
they are not meant to be disseminated outside the law enforcement community. They are 
meant as a complementary tool and do not replace existing instructions the agencies may 
already have in place. In addition, the guidelines may serve as a training toolkit, to be used by 
experts in specialised law enforcement units. 
 
66. Mr KLANČNIK encouraged the Parties to Lanzarote Convention to contact him at 
Europol to receive a copy of the guidelines for their national law enforcement authorities. He 
also invited Parties to the Lanzarote Convention to translate the guidelines into their 
languages, specifying that in such case Europol would take care of putting their translations 
into the pre-designed template. 
 

4.2.5. Recent and up-coming activities carried out by the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe 

 
67. Mr GRIN (Member of the Sub-Committee on children, Parliamentary Assembly 
member) presented the recent work of the Sub-Committee on the rights of the child in 
general, as well as on the fight against sexual violence against children in particular. In this 
context, he referred to: 

- the release of a new short film, “the Stadium”, raising awareness on the sexual 
violence against children in sports,  

- an exchange of views held on the report prepared by Rapporteur Mr HOUBRON 
(France) “For an assessment of the means and provisions to combat children's 
exposure to pornographic content”, 

- a hearing on the introductory memorandum of a report prepared by Rapporteur 
Mr O’REILLY (Ireland) on the “Right of the child to protection while using the 
internet”. 

 
68. Ms DENU (Secretary of the Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination) presented 
the main findings of the report prepared by the Rapporteur Ms BAYR (Austria) on Conflict-
related sexual violence, recalling that children often witnessed sexual violence used as a 
weapon of war against women, and informed that Ms BAYR planned to follow-up this work 
by preparing a report on sexual violence against men and boys in the near future. 
 
  

https://pace.coe.int/en/news/8883/-the-stadium-a-new-short-film-from-pace-to-raise-awareness-of-the-sexual-abuse-of-children-in-sport
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=29890&lang=en
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=29890&lang=en
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=29890&lang=en
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/31453/html
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/31453/html
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4.3. Debriefings by Lanzarote Committee representatives having participated in outside 
events and in meetings of Council of Europe bodies on the Lanzarote Committee’s 
behalf: 

 
 Steering Committee for the rights of the child (CDENF) and the Committee of 

Experts on the rights and the best interests of the child in parental separation 

and in care proceedings (CJ/ENF-ISE) 

 
69. Mr NIKOLAIDIS (Greece) informed the Lanzarote Committee on the most recent work 
carried out by the CDENF. In addition to the work carried out by the CJ/ENF-ISE and the 
CDENF-GT-VAE (see below), he referred in particular to the upcoming mapping study on 
children’s access to quality mental health care and to the promotional video relating to the 
Council of Europe Strategy for the Rights of the Child (2022–2027) 
 
70. He also informed the Committee about the state of play of the activities of the 
Committee of Experts on the rights and the best interests of the child in parental separation 
and in care proceedings (CJ/ENF-ISE), in particular the drafting of a legal instrument on this 
issue. He also referred to the Conference “Hear our voices: the rights and determination of 
the best interests of the child in parental separation and in care proceedings” (Dublin, 
3 October 2022). 
 

 Working Group on responses to violence against children (CDENF-GT-VAE) 
 
71. Ms BOROVČANIN (Bosnia and Herzegovina) presented the most recent work carried 
out by the CDENF-GT-VAE. She highlighted in particular the preparation of the 
Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers to Member States containing Guidelines on 
Strengthening reporting systems on violence against children and its Explanatory 
Memorandum, which were sent to the CDENF for approval. With the adoption of these drafts, 
the work of this working group is over. Work on violence against children will continue in a 
new Committee of Experts on the prevention of violence (ENF-VAE). 
 

 Cybercrime Convention Committee (T-CY) and 10th Annual Meeting of the 
Secretary General with the Heads of the Monitoring and Advisory Bodies 

 
72. Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO (Portugal) informed that T-CY is closely following the 
elaboration at UN level of a Comprehensive International Convention on Countering the Use 
of Information and Communications Technologies for Criminal Purposes to ensure 
consistency with the Council of Europe Budapest Cybercrime Convention. She pointed out 
that ahead of the UN Ad Hoc Committee meetings for the elaboration of the new Convention, 
the T-CY Bureau prepares a briefing note to facilitate common positions of the Parties. As the 
future Convention also includes possible offences related to online child sexual abuse 
material, she encouraged Lanzarote Committee members to reach out to their Budapest 
Convention colleagues to coordinate positions bearing in mind also the Lanzarote Convention 
standards.  
 
73. As to the 10th Annual Meeting of the Secretary General with the Heads of the 
Monitoring and Advisory Bodies, she explained that for the first time the meeting included 
targeted work in three working groups. The first group focused on the consequences of the 
war in Ukraine and the expulsion of the Russian Federation from the Council of Europe. The 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/cj/enf-ise
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/previous-cj/enf-ise-meetings
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/previous-cj/enf-ise-meetings
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/cdenf-gt-vae
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/cybercrime/ad_hoc_committee/home
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second considered the relations between the Council of Europe and the European Union and 
the third assessed the challenges of democratic backsliding and the role of Council of Europe 
monitoring and advisory bodies. The results of the discussions in the working groups were 
shared with the Secretary General in plenary. As in previous meetings the Heads of 
Monitoring and Advisory Bodies lessons learnt and good practices with a view to supporting 
States in effectively implementing recommendations addressed to them. The meeting 
generated many interesting views, ideas and food for thought, in view of the forthcoming 
Council of Europe Summit in Reykjavik. 
 
74. With respect to the CoE/EU relations workshop, Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO welcomed the 
EU Council Conclusions on EU priorities for cooperation with the Council of Europe 2023-2024 
adopted on 30 January 2023 and in particular para 20 referring to the promotion of global 
accession to the Lanzarote Convention. 
 

 Barnahus mapping study carried out by the Children’s Rights Division 
 
75. Ms ASENSIO VELASCO (Assistant Lawyer, Council of Europe Children’s Rights Division) 
presented the upcoming Mapping study on the implementation and development of 
Barnahus structures in Council of Europe members States being prepared by the Children’s 
Rights Division. The Study aims at consolidating the knowledge on the use of Barnahus or 
similar structures, in order to create a resource for States that wish to implement the model 
or to improve their existing structures. The study will be launched around the end of May or 
beginning of June 2023.  
 
4.4. Presentation of preliminary observations on the replies by Parties to the 

questionnaires on legal age for sexual activities and on statute of limitations for 
sexual offences against children sent in February 2021 

 
76. Mr POUTIERS recalled that two questionnaires on legal age for sexual activities and on 
statute of limitations for sexual offences against children were sent in February 2021 to the 
members of the Lanzarote Committee. Replies received were compiled in two distinct 
documents. Members of the Lanzarote Committee were asked in the fall 2022 to complement 
and update their initial replies for two consultants to analyse the situation in each of these 
topics. Two capacity-building events will be held on 31 May 2023 in Strasbourg, under the 
auspices of the French authorities. 
 
77. Both Mr ROSANI and Ms KOSTOPOULOU (Independent consultants) presented their 
preliminary observations on the replies by Parties to the questionnaires, respectively on legal 
age for sexual activities and on statute of limitations for sexual offences against children. 
 
78. Following their presentations, the members of the Lanzarote Committee agreed to 
provide any complementary up-dated information to the Secretariat 
(lanzarote.committee@coe.int) to finalise the analyses that will be presented during the up-
coming capacity-building events (Strasbourg, 31 May 2023). 
 
 
  

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/01/30/conclusions-on-eu-priorities-for-cooperation-with-the-council-of-europe-2023-2024/
mailto:lanzarote.committee@coe.int
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5. Council of Europe cooperation projects on the protection of children against sexual 
exploitation and sexual abuse 

 
5.1. Up-date concerning on-going projects’ development 
 
79. Ms GASPARYAN (Senior Project Officers at the Children’s Rights Division) informed the 
Lanzarote Committee on the state of play of the various children’s rights cooperation projects. 
In particular, she presented the results achieved and the next steps of the technical support 
projects and ad-hoc interventions on a number of topics, including Barnahus, child 
participation, sexual violence and child-friendly justice. The milestones included support to 
the implementation of the Barnahus-type services in Finland, Ireland, Spain, Montenegro, 
Slovenia and Latvia, development of child-friendly tools and materials led by children 
themselves and contributing to the overall juvenile justice reform framework in Slovenia. 
 
80. The cooperation projects in Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova are referred to 
under item 2.2.3. 
 
5.2. State of play concerning the Voluntary Contribution dedicated to the “Lanzarote 

Convention monitoring mechanism project” 
 
81. Mr POUTIERS explained that the main source of funding for the activities of the 
Lanzarote Committee comes from the ordinary budget of the Council of Europe. However, 
there is also the possibility of financing the Committee’s work through voluntary 
contributions, i.e. sums of money paid voluntarily by Council of Europe Member states to 
support specific areas of work of the Council of Europe. In this context, a project was launched 
in 2020 entitled “Lanzarote Convention monitoring mechanism project” to call on Member 
states to make voluntary contributions to enhance the Committee’s monitoring work. 
Belgium, Ireland and Slovenia made such contributions. These have allowed, in particular, the 
financing of temporary contracts to hire staff to assist the Secretariat of the Lanzarote 
Committee in carrying out increasing tasks identified by the Committee as relevant. 
 
82. Mr POUTIERS highlighted that the current project will end in February 2024. The 
Secretariat intends to launch an expanded project to be able to receive voluntary 
contributions not only for the monitoring work of the Lanzarote Committee but also for its 
capacity-building activities, and to promote the Lanzarote Convention in order to convince 
other countries in the world to access it. 
 
83. Finally, he invited the Lanzarote Committee members to consider, together with their 
authorities, the possibility of making a voluntary contribution to continue to support its 
Secretariat. 
 
 
6. Procedural matters  
 
6.1. Presentation of the 2023-2024 workplan for the Lanzarote Committee 
 
84. Ms SCAPPUCCI presented the workplan as a living timeline or calendar with the main 
dates of meetings and deadlines for the Committee’s work outcomes (see Appendix III). She 
highlighted that the introduction to the table with the calendar itself provided relevant 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/co-operation-projects
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insights in how the work of the Lanzarote Committee is referred to the in the Council of 
Europe’s Programme and Budget.  
 
85. The Lanzarote Committee welcomed this suggestion and agreed that this should also 
include milestone dates of events of its observers involving Committee members or its 
representatives.  
 
6.2. Strengthening the effectiveness of the monitoring mechanism and procedure in the 

short or medium term 
 
86. Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO recalled that this is a permanent item on the agenda since a 
few years to present and discuss concrete suggestions acted upon or still in the pipeline to 
regularly assess whether any changes are required to maintain the effectiveness of the 
Convention’s monitoring mechanism and procedure. 
 

6.2.1. Up-date on the pilot country overviews and on the way forward 
 
87. Ms GUERREIRO informed that the Secretariat and ECPAT International worked with 
Finland and the Republic of Moldova to prepare new Country Overviews and the original pilot 
Country Profile of Italy was also reviewed with ECPAT International to adjust it to the new 
format and process. She also highlighted that at the time, the three country overviews were 
being finalised and that the organisation of launch events to take place in the three countries 
during in2023 was under way. 
 
88. If resources were available, the Committee asked the Secretariat to prepare one more 
pilot Country Overview concerning Portugal which, as Italy, had already contributed to the 
preparation of a country profile in 2022 and invited Parties interested in being the next 
countries to be involved in the preparation of Country Overviews to inform the Secretariat 
(lanzarote.committee@coe.int).  
 

6.2.2. State of play on the follow-up given to suggestions put forward by civil 
society organisations to strengthen cooperation with the Lanzarote 
Committee 

 
89. Ms GUERREIRO highlighted the suggestions to strengthen cooperation between the 
Lanzarote Committee and civil society organisations (CSOs) by involving national civil society 
organisations in a more structured way in the context of the country overviews; by eventually 
testing the preparation of shadow reports, in the context of the next monitoring round; and 
by collaborating with CSOs in countries interested in ratifying/acceding to the Lanzarote 
Convention. 
 
90. The Lanzarote Committee agreed to continue to explore how to implement concrete 
suggestions to further involve civil society in its monitoring and capacity building work.  
 
  

mailto:lanzarote.committee@coe.int
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6.3. Appointment of a Lanzarote Committee representative and his/her substitute: 
- to the Committee of Experts on the Prevention of Violence (ENF-VAE) 
- to the European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ) 

 
91. The Committee appointed Ms BOROVCANIN (Bosnia and Herzegovina) as its 
representative to the Committee of Experts on the Prevention of Violence (ENF-VAE).  
 
92. The Committee appointed Ms MATYSEK (Poland) as its representative and 
Mr MAGNUSSON (Iceland) as her substitute to the European Committee on Legal Co-
operation (CDCJ).  
 
6.4. Granting of the observer status to the Brave Movement and to the End Violence 

Against Children Fund (EVAC) 
 
93. Convinced of the added value of the Brave Movement and of the End Violence Against 
Children Fund (EVAC) in its work (see under items 4.2.1. and 4.2.2. above), the Lanzarote 
Committee granted the observer status to them by consensus and a warm clapping of hands.  
 
6.5. Adoption of the activity report of the Lanzarote Committee covering the period 

1 July 2021 - 2 February 2023 
 
94. Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO presented the draft activity report of the Lanzarote Committee 
which covers the period 1 July 2021 - 2 February 2023. She recalled the main highlights during 
that period, i.e. the: 

- Adoption of the Implementation Report of the 2nd monitoring round “The 
protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse facilitated by 
Information and Communications Technologies – Addressing the challenges 
raised by child self-generated sexual images and/or videos”; 

- Adoption of compliance reports concerning the follow-up given by Parties to the 
“consider” Recommendations of the Special report on “Protecting children 
affected by the refugee crisis from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse”; 

- Adoption of amendments to the Committee’s Rules of Procedure aimed at 
strengthening in particular the efficiency of its monitoring procedure and the 
smooth running of meetings; 

- Adoption of measures to restrict the modalities of participation of the Russian 
Federation after it ceased to be a member of the Council of Europe following its 
aggression against Ukraine; 

- Celebration of the 7th and 8th editions of the European Day on the Protection of 
Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse. 

 
95. The Committee adopted its activity report by consensus.  
 
6.6. Adoption of the list of decisions of this meeting 
 
96. At the end of the meeting, the Lanzarote Committee adopted the list of decisions by 
consensus. 
 

https://www.bravemovement.org/
https://www.end-violence.org/
https://www.end-violence.org/
https://rm.coe.int/list-of-decisions-37th-meeting-lanzarote-committee/1680aa2cce
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7. Any other business 
 
EUROPOL’s Child Sex Dolls and Robots study 
 
97. Mr KLANČNIK (EUROPOL) presented an up-date on EUROPOL’s Child Sex Dolls and 
Robots study, due to the involvement of many State Parties to the Lanzarote Convention. The 
study was initiated in mid-2018 and is currently being reviewed by external experts with 
different professional profiles and background. The study is now in its concluding phase and 
holds approximately 300 pages. Mr KLANČNIK presented a few preliminary findings: 

- there is a blurred line between existing child sex dolls and robots, due to 
technological evolution (AI is used, features like speaking, breathing among others 
are put in them) 

- child sex dolls and robots are designed or created in many different ways (sizes, 
appearance, genders, some body parts are designed that would refer to adult 
rather than to child appearance), including supplements to body parts (wigs, eyes, 
intimate parts) 

- existing child sex dolls and robots are designed per customer wishes, not by 
suggestions of experts in e.g. therapeutic work 

- countries have three avenues to explore if they would put the child sex dolls and 
robots phenomena in their national legislation (complete prohibition, conditional 
prohibition or no prohibition at all) 

 
98. Mr KLANČNIK highlighted that these findings are preliminary, informative and cannot 
be used as a reference. He manifested his interest in presenting the findings in more details 
once the report is released. 
 
Council of Europe 4th Summit 
 
99. Ms JENSDÓTTIR (Head of the Children’s Rights Division) informed the Lanzarote 
Committee that the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe decided to hold its 4th 
Summit of Heads of State and Government since its creation, on 16-17 May 2023 in Reykjavik, 
Iceland. The Summit strives to ensure that the Council of Europe is fit for purpose to meet 
current and future challenges as well as the expectations of future generations. 
 
100. In this context, the Council of Europe published an open call to seek the input of all 
stakeholders (including international organisations, national human rights institutions, civil 
society organisations, research centres, policy makers, academia, lawyers, human rights 
defenders). This is therefore to be seen as a unique opportunity to influence the outcome of 
the 4th Summit for a better protection of children’s rights, in particular their protection against 
sexual violence. Deadline for submissions is 20 February 2023. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 
  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/presidency/open-call-4th-summit?s=03
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101. The Lanzarote Committee noted that its next meetings are scheduled as follows: 
 

 38th meeting, 30 May – 2 June 2023 (Strasbourg/hybrid) 

 39th meeting, 26 – 28 September 2023 (Strasbourg/hybrid) 

 40th meeting, 28 – 30 November 2023 (Strasbourg/hybrid) 
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Appendix I 
 

Agenda 
 
 
1. Opening of the meeting 
 
1.1. Adoption of the agenda 
 
1.2. Consequences of the aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine – 

Modalities of participation of the Russian Federation in the work of the Lanzarote 
Committee 

 
1.3. Up-date on ratifications of/accessions to the Lanzarote Convention 
 
 
2. Increased vulnerability of children to sexual abuse and sexual exploitation as a 

consequence of the war in Ukraine 
 
2.1. Presentation by Ms VYKHOR, Ombudsman’s office of Ukraine, on “Children of Ukraine 

in the conditions of war” 
 
2.2. Presentation of Council of Europe initiatives to protect children against sexual abuse 

and sexual exploitation as a consequence of the war in Ukraine 
 

2.2.1. Presentation of awareness raising tools produced by the Council of Europe: 
- Checklist and Handbook on the protection of children against sexual 

exploitation and sexual abuse in crisis and emergency situation: States’ 
main obligations under the Lanzarote Convention; 

- GRETA’s Guidance Note on addressing the risks of trafficking in human 
beings related to the war in Ukraine and the ensuing humanitarian crisis; 

- Working with Victims of Sexual Violence during Armed Conflict: A 
manual for Ukrainian mental health and emergency response 
professionals, developed under the project “Combatting violence 
against women in Ukraine (COVAW)”. 

 
2.2.2. Activities carried out by the Special Representative of the Secretary General on 

Migration and Refugees 
 
2.2.3. Cooperation projects “Combatting violence against children in Ukraine – 

Phase III” and “Combatting violence against children in the Republic of 
Moldova – Phase III” 

 
 
  

https://rm.coe.int/checklist-protection-of-children-affected-by-the-refugee-crisis-from-s/1680a62d04
https://rm.coe.int/handbook-on-the-protection-of-children-against-sexual-exploitation-and/1680a8ae86
https://www.coe.int/en/web/anti-human-trafficking/news/-/asset_publisher/fX6ZWufj34JY/content/greta-issues-guidance-note-on-addressing-the-risks-of-trafficking-in-human-beings-related-to-the-war-in-ukraine-and-the-ensuing-humanitarian-crisis?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coe.int%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fanti-human-trafficking%2Fnews%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_fX6ZWufj34JY%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-4%26p_p_col_count%3D1%26_101_INSTANCE_fX6ZWufj34JY_cur%3D2%26_101_INSTANCE_fX6ZWufj34JY_keywords%3D%26_101_INSTANCE_fX6ZWufj34JY_advancedSearch%3Dfalse%26_101_INSTANCE_fX6ZWufj34JY_delta%3D10%26p_r_p_564233524_resetCur%3Dfalse%26_101_INSTANCE_fX6ZWufj34JY_andOperator%3Dtrue
https://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/-/new-manual-on-response-to-conflict-related-sexual-violence-in-ukraine
https://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/-/new-manual-on-response-to-conflict-related-sexual-violence-in-ukraine
https://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/-/new-manual-on-response-to-conflict-related-sexual-violence-in-ukraine
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/ukraine-combatting-violence-against-children-phase-iii
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/ukraine-combatting-violence-against-children-phase-iii
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/republic-of-moldova-combatting-violence-against-children-including-in-the-digital-environment
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/republic-of-moldova-combatting-violence-against-children-including-in-the-digital-environment
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3. Monitoring of the implementation of the Lanzarote Convention 
 
3.1. Awareness raising tools prepared on the basis of the Lanzarote Committee’s 

monitoring findings 

 Presentation of factsheets on the key monitoring findings of the implementation 
report “The protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse 
facilitated by information and communication technologies (ICTs): addressing the 
challenges raised by child self-generated sexual images and/or videos” 

 Presentation of Factsheet No. 1: The Special Report and related compliance procedure 
(on the basis of the Committee’s monitoring findings in the Special Report “Protecting 
children affected by the refugee crisis from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse”) 

 
3.2.  “Protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust”: presentation of the 

process and indicative timeline for the continuation of the monitoring round on the 
protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust (evaluation procedure 
for 22 Parties and compliance procedure for 26 Parties) 

 
 
4. Exchange of information, experiences and good practices  
 
4.1. Panel showcasing of Lanzarote Committee observers recent and up-coming work: 

 ECPAT 
 Hope for Children 
 International Association of Youth and Family Judges and Magistrates 
 INHOPE 
 Internet Watch Foundation 
 Missing Children Europe 
 Save the Children 
 WeProtect Global Alliance 

 
4.2.  Presentation of other relevant activities by national authorities, international 

governmental and non-governmental organisations, experts, as well as departments 
of the Council of Europe 

 
4.2.1. Exchange of views with Ms MANOJLOVIC, End Violence Against Children Fund 

(EVAC) representative, on EVAC’s priorities 
 
4.2.2. Exchange of views with Mr McVARISH, Brave Movement representative, on 

the priorities of survivors of child sexual violence 
 
4.2.3. Exchange of views on the proposal for a EU Regulation laying down rules to 

prevent and combat child sexual abuse: 

 Presentation by the Commission of the main elements of the proposal 

 Presentation of the Outcome report of the Expert workshop on EU proposed 
Regulation on preventing and combatting child sexual abuse held in Leiden on 
17-18 October 2022 and jointly organised by the Center for Law and Digital 
Technologies (eLaw) of Leiden University and ECPAT International 

 
  

https://rm.coe.int/factsheet-no-1-the-special-report-and-related-compliance-procedure-spe/1680a62d05
https://www.end-violence.org/
https://www.bravemovement.org/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A209%3AFIN&qid=1652451192472
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A209%3AFIN&qid=1652451192472
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4.2.4. Information by members, participants and observers on changes in national 
policy, legislation, institutional arrangements, and practice: 

 Presentation by a representative of the WeProtect Global Alliance of its 
recently established Global Taskforce on Child Sexual Abuse Online 

 Exchange of views with Ms SINGHATEH, UN Special Rapporteur on the sale and 
sexual exploitation of children, including child prostitution, child pornography 
and other child sexual abuse material, on her report “A practical approach to 
addressing the sale and sexual exploitation of children” (document 
A/HRC/49/51) and the “check list” for States and other stakeholders to use as 
a concrete and user-friendly tool in their work 

 Debriefing of the European Day on the Protection of Children against Sexual 
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (18 November 2022) 

 Exchange of views with Her Excellency BIO, First Lady of Sierra Leone, and 
Dr PH WORTHAM, Research Associate, Human Flourishing Program at Harvard 
University, Secretariat Global Collaborative for the Protection and Healing of 
Child Dignity, on the setting up of a World Day for the Protection of the Dignity 
of the Child 

 Presentation of EUROPOL’s Guidelines for law enforcement first responders in 
child sexual exploitation and abuse cases 
 

4.2.5. Recent and up-coming activities carried out by the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

 
4.3. Debriefings by Lanzarote Committee representatives having participated in outside 

events and in meetings of Council of Europe bodies on the Lanzarote Committee’s 
behalf: 

 

 Mr NIKOLAIDIS (Greece) for the Steering Committee for the Rights of the Child 
(CDENF) and the Committee of Experts on the rights and the best interests of 
the child in parental separation and in care proceedings (CJ/ENF-ISE) 

 Ms BOROVČANIN (Bosnia and Herzegovina) for the Working Group on 
responses to violence against children (CDENF-GT-VAE) 

 Ms CASTELLO-BRANCO (Portugal) for the Cybercrime Convention Committee 
(T-CY), the European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ) and 10th Annual 
Meeting of the Secretary General with the Heads of the Monitoring and 
Advisory Bodies 

 Ms ASENSIO, Children’s Rights Division, for the Barnahus mapping study 
carried out by the Children’s Rights Division 

 
4.4. Presentation of preliminary observations on the replies by Parties to the 

questionnaires on legal age for sexual activities and on statute of limitations for sexual 
offences against children sent in February 2021 

 
 
5. Council of Europe cooperation projects on the protection of children against sexual 

exploitation and sexual abuse 
 
5.1. Up-date concerning on-going projects’ development 
 

https://www.weprotect.org/library/global-taskforce-on-child-sexual-abuse-online/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/ahrc4951-practical-approach-addressing-sale-and-sexual-exploitation
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/ahrc4951-practical-approach-addressing-sale-and-sexual-exploitation
https://www.globalcollaborative.org/
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/child-sexual-abuse-new-guidelines-for-first-responders
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/child-sexual-abuse-new-guidelines-for-first-responders
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5.2. State of play concerning the Voluntary Contribution dedicated to the “Lanzarote 
Convention monitoring mechanism project” 

 
 
6. Procedural matters  
 
6.1. Presentation of the 2023 workplan for the Lanzarote Committee 
 
6.2. Strengthening the effectiveness of the monitoring mechanism and procedure in the 

short or medium term 
 

6.2.1. Up-date on the pilot country overviews and on the way forward 
 
6.2.2. State of play on the follow-up given to suggestions put forward by civil society 

organisations to strengthen cooperation with the Lanzarote Committee 
 
6.3. Appointment of a Lanzarote Committee representative and his/her substitute: 

- to the Committee of Experts on the Prevention of Violence (ENF-VAE) 
- to the European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ) 

 
6.4. Granting of the observer status to the Brave Movement and to the End Violence 

Against Children Fund (EVAC) 
 
6.5. Adoption of the activity report of the Lanzarote Committee covering the period 1 July 

2021 - 2 February 2023 
 
6.6. Adoption of the list of decisions of this meeting 
 
 
7. Any other business 
 
 
  

https://www.bravemovement.org/
https://www.end-violence.org/
https://www.end-violence.org/
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Appendix II 
 

List of participants 
 
 
MEMBERS / MEMBRES 
 
STATE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION / ÉTATS PARTIES À LA CONVENTION 
 

ALBANIA / ALBANIE  
 

1. Ms Alma TANDILI 
Chairperson of the 
State Agency for the Rights and Protection of the Child 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Youth and Equality 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Ms Arda HOXHA 
Head of Sector of Protection and Monitoring of Child Rights 
Ministry of Health and Social Protection 

 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

ANDORRA / ANDORRE 
 

Ms Rebeca ARMENGOL ASENJO 
Head of the Child and Adolescent Care Unit 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Youth and Equality 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

ARMENIA / ARMÉNIE Ms Gayane HOVAKIMYAN 
Deputy Director 
Center for Implementation of Legal Education and Rehabilitation Programs 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE Ms Madalena PAMPALK-LORBEER 
Public Prosecutor / Consultant 
Section IV – Criminal Law 
Division IV 1 – Substantive Criminal Law 
Federal Ministry for Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAÏDJAN 1. Mr Samir GARAYEV 
Head of Division 
Main Department on Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings 
Ministry of Internal Affairs 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Ms Jeyran RAHMATULLAYEVA 
Head of the Administrative Office 
State Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs 
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BELGIUM / BELGIQUE 1. Ms Christel DE CRAIM                                                  Apologised / Excusée 
Head of Service 
Service for Criminal Policy 
FPS Justice 
 
2. Ms Valérie GENGOUX 
Service for Criminal Policy 
FPS Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / 
BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE 

Ms Tijana BOROVČANIN 
High Expert Associate 
Sector for Human Rights 
Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees 
 

BULGARIA / BULGARIE Mr Yanko KOVACHEV 
State Expert 
“Child Policies and Programs, Strategic Development and Coordination” 
Directorate 
State Agency for Child Protection 
 

CROATIA / CROATIE 1. Ms Marlena JUKIĆ                                                         Apologised / Excusée 
Head of Service 
Service for criminal substantive law regulations 
Sector for criminal law regulations 
Directorate for criminal law 
Ministry of Justice and Public Administration 
 
2. Ms Kristina KEMEŠIĆ 
Management Consultant 
Service for criminal substantive law regulations 
Sector for criminal law regulations 
Directorate for criminal law 
Ministry of Justice and Public Administration 
 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE Ms Katerina KLERIDOU 
Social Welfare Officer 
Social Welfare Services 
Deputy Ministry of Social Welfare 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

CZECH REPUBLIC / 
RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE 

Ms Aneta PRCHLÍKOVÁ 
Senior Ministerial Counsellor 
Criminal Law Unit 
Legislative Department 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

DENMARK / DANEMARK Ms Lea ELKJÆR TARPGÅRD 
Criminal Law Division 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
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ESTONIA / ESTONIE 1. Ms Brit TAMMISTE                                                        Apologised / Excusée 
Adviser 
Criminal Policy Department 
Ministry of Justice 
 
2. Ms Maarja KÄRSON 
Adviser 
Department of Family Wellbeing and Safe Relationships 
Ministry of Social Affairs 
 

FINLAND / FINLANDE Ms Helinä HEIKKINEN 
Legal Officer 
Unit for Human Rights Courts and Conventions 
Legal Service 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
 

FRANCE / FRANCE 1. Mme Bertille DOURTHE                                   MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
                                                                                                 MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
Magistrate – Rédactrice au bureau de la négociation pénale européenne et 
internationale 
Direction des affaires criminelles et des grâces  
Ministère de la justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Mme Julie PETRE 
Bureau de la négociation pénale européenne et internationale 
Direction des affaires criminelles et des grâces  
Ministère de la justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

GEORGIA / GÉORGIE Ms Ketevani TATUASHVILI 
Adviser 
Human Rights Secretariat 
Administration of the Government 
 

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE 
 

Ms Jana BEWERSDORFF 
Senior Public Prosecutor 
Division II A 7 
Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection 
 

GREECE / GRÈCE 
 

Mr George NIKOLAIDIS                                         MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
Director                                                                                          MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
Department of Mental Health and Social Welfare 
Centre for the Study and Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 
Institute of Child Health 
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HUNGARY / HONGRIE 
 

1. Ms Anna DOSZPOTH 
Legal Adviser 
Deputy State Secretariat for Criminal Law Codification 
Ministry of Justice 
 
2. Mr András GYÖRE                                                   Apologised / Excusé 
Child Protection Specialist 
Department for Child Protection and Guardianship Affairs 
Deputy State Secretariat for Social Affairs 
Ministry of Interior 
 

ICELAND / ISLANDE 
 

1. Mr Páll MAGNÚSSON                                       MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
Counsellor                                                                              MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
Permanent Mission of Iceland in Geneva 
 
2. Ms Hlín SÆÞÓRSDÓTTIR 
Senior Adviser 
Ministry of Education and Children 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 

 
IRELAND / IRLANDE 1. Ms Corah CAPLES 

Assistant Principal Officer 
Criminal Justice Policy 
Department of Justice 
 
2. Ms Aoife BYRNE 
Deputy to the Permanent Representative 
Permanent Representation of Ireland to the Council of Europe 
 

ITALY / ITALIE 
 

1. Ms Tiziana ZANNINI                                                             Apologised / Excusée 
Director General 
Presidency of the Council of Ministers 
Department for Family Policies 
 
2. Ms Elena FALCOMATÀ 
Senior Expert 
Presidency of the Council of Ministers 
Department for Family Policies 
 

LATVIA / LETTONIE 
 

Ms Indra AIZUPE 
Director 
Department of Criminal Law 
Ministry of Justice 
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LIECHTENSTEIN / 
LIECHTENSTEIN 
 

1. Mr Claudio NARDI 
Counsellor 
Division for Economic Affairs and Development 
Division for Security and Human Rights 
Office for Foreign Affairs 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

2. Ms Sarah FRICK 
Psychologist 
Children and Youth Service Division 
Office of Social Services 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

LITHUANIA / LITUANIE 
 

1. Ms Kristina STEPANOVA                                              Apologised / Excusée 
Head of 
Family and Child Rights Protection Group 
Ministry of Social Security and Labour 
 
2. Ms Ana BUZAREVIČ 
Adviser 
Family and Child Rights Protection Group 
Ministry of Social Security and Labour 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

LUXEMBOURG / 
LUXEMBOURG 

1. Mme Marguerite KRIER                                               Apologised / Excusée 
Conseiller de Gouvernement 1ère classe 
Service des droits de l’enfant, chef de service 
Direction générale de l’aide à l’enfance et à la famille 

Ministère de l’Éducation nationale, de l’Enfance et de la Jeunesse 
 
2. Mme Fabienne ABENS 
Professeure détachée 
Service des droits de l’enfant 
Direction générale de l’aide à l’enfance et à la famille 

Ministère de l’Éducation nationale, de l’Enfance et de la Jeunesse 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

MALTA / MALTE Ms Lorna MUSCAT                                                   MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
                                                                                                         MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
Head of Office 
Office of the Commissioner for Children 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / 

RÉPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA 
Mr Artur DEGTEARIOV 
Head of the Child Pornography Crime Investigation Section 
Cybercrime Investigation Directorate 
National Investigation Inspectorate 
General Police Inspectorate 
Ministry of Internal Affairs 
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MONACO / MONACO 1. Mme Corinne BOURDAS MAGAIL                                   Apologised / Excusée 
Chargé de Mission 
Département des Relations Extérieures et de la Coopération 
Ministère d’Etat  
 
2. Mme Marie THOUVENIN-RAPAIR 
Direction de l’Action et de l’Aide Sociales 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
3. M. Antoine MOULY 
Direction de l’Action et de l’Aide Sociales 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
4. Mme Cécile VACARIE-BERNARD 
Direction de l’Action et de l’Aide Sociales 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

MONTENEGRO / 
MONTÉNÉGRO 

1. Ms Svetlana SOVILJ 
Head of the 
Directorate for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare 
 
2. Ms Ivana ŠUĆUR 
Independent Consultant 
Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare 
 

NETHERLANDS /  
PAYS-BAS 

Ms Eugenia POZO MORILLAS 
Senior Policy Officer (Sexual violence crimes) 
Department of Justice and Security 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

NORTH MACEDONIA / 
MACÉDOINE DU NORD 

Mr Dušan TOMŠIČ                                                                  Apologised / Excusé 
Ministry of Labour and Social Policy 
 

NORWAY / NORVÈGE 1. Ms Maria Brit ESPINOZA 
Special Adviser International Affairs 
Department of Childhood, Youth and Family Affairs 
Ministry of Children and Families 
 

2. Ms Catharina LURÅS 
Ministry of Justice and Public Security 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
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POLAND / POLOGNE 1. Ms Agnieszka MATYSEK 
Chief Specialist – Judge 
Victims’ Assistance Unit 
Department of Family and Juvenile Matters 
Ministry of Justice 
 
2. Ms Magdalena BOCHIŃSKA 
Chief Specialist 
Victims’ Assistance Unit 
Department of Family and Juvenile Matters 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL Ms Maria José CASTELLO-BRANCO                                            CHAIRPERSON / 
Legal Adviser                                                                                          PRÉSIDENTE 
Civil Justice Unit 
International Affairs Department 
Directorate General for Justice Policy 
Ministry of Justice 
 

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE Ms Alina ION 
Legal Adviser 
Department for Drafting Legislation 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

SAN MARINO /  
SAINT-MARIN 

Ms Giulia SANTI                                                                    Apologised / Excusée 
Directorate of Legal Affairs 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
 

SERBIA / SERBIE Mr Stevan POPOVIĆ 
Independent Advisor 
Family Protection Department 
Ministry of Family Welfare and Demography 
 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC / 
RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE 

Ms Petra GRZNÁROVÁ 
National Coordination Centre for Resolving the Issues of Violence against 
Children (NCC) 
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family 
 

SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE Ms Jana LOVŠIN                                                        MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
Head of Division                                                                   MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
EU Affairs and International Cooperation 
Office for International Cooperation and Mutual Legal Assistance 
Ministry of Justice 
 

SPAIN / ESPAGNE Ms Carmen DE LA FUENTE MÉNDEZ 
Prosecutor - Advisor 
General Secretariat for Innovation and Quality of the Public Service of Justice 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
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SWEDEN / SUÈDE Mr Per-Anders SUNESSON                                                   Apologised / Excusé 
Deputy Director-General  
Division for EU and International Affairs 
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs 
 

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE Mme Anita MARFURT 
Juriste 
Unité Droit pénal international 
Office fédéral de la justice 
Département fédéral de justice et police 
 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE 1. Mme Faten SEBEI 
Juge de 3ème grade 
Chambre de la première présidente 
Cour d'appel de Tunis 
Chargée de mission au Cabinet de la Ministre 
Bureau de suivi du travail gouvernemental et parlementaire 
Ministère de la Femme, de la Famille et des Personnes âgées 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Mme Fedoua DEROUICHE                                           Apologised / Excusée 
Directrice de la coopération internationale 
Ministère de la Femme, de la Famille et des Personnes âgées 
 

TÜRKIYE / TÜRKIYE 1. Ms Songül BİNİCİ AKKAŞ                                              Apologised / Excusée 
Rapporteur Judge 
Directorate General for Foreign Relations and European Union Affairs 
Ministry of Justice 
 
2. Mr Bahattin EMRE 
Rapporteur Judge 
Directorate General for Foreign Relations and European Union Affairs 
Ministry of Justice 
 
3. Mr Yakup KILIÇ 
Rapporteur Judge 
Directorate General for Foreign Relations and European Union Affairs 
Ministry of Justice 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

UKRAINE / UKRAINE 1. Ms Svitlana ILCHUK                                                       VICE-CHAIRPERSON / 
Director                                                                                          VICE-PRÉSIDENTE 
Legal Support and Monitoring of the Implementation of the UN Convention 
on Children’s Rights 
Ministry of Social Policy 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Ms Angelina OLLINYCHENKO 
State Expert of the 
Expert Group on Countering human trafficking, domestic violence and gender 
inequality 
Directorate for Digital Development and Social Services 
Ministry of Social Policy 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

http://intranet.verzeichnisse.admin.ch/navigate.do?dn=ou=FB%20Internationales%20Strafrecht,ou=Direktionsbereich%20Strafrecht,ou=Direktion,ou=Bundesamt%20fuer%20Justiz,ou=Eidg.%20Justiz-%20und%20Polizeidepartement,ou=Bundesrat&cutname=cn=Marfurt%20Anita%201NXTUC
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UNITED KINGDOM / 
ROYAUME-UNI 

Ms Sarah GREGORY 
International Lead 
Tackling Child Sexual Abuse Unit 
UK Government Home Office 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

 

 

PARTICIPANTS / PARTICIPANTS 
 

STATES HAVING PARTICIPATED IN THE DRAFTING OF THE CONVENTION / ÉTATS AYANT PARTICIPÉ À 
L’ÉLABORATION DE LA CONVENTION 
 

CANADA / CANADA Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

HOLY SEE / SAINT-SIÈGE Mme Alessandra AULA 
Secrétaire Générale 
Bureau international catholique de l’enfance ((BICE) 
Genève, Suisse 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

JAPAN / JAPON Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 
M. Hikaru IWAKI 
Adjoint à l'Observateur Permanent 
Bureau de l'Observateur Permanent du Japon 
auprès du Conseil de l'Europe 
c/o Consulat Général du Japon 
 

MEXICO / MEXIQUE Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 
Mme Eva PIZANO CEJKA 
Adjointe à l’Observateur Permanent 
Mission Permanente du Mexique auprès du Conseil de l'Europe 

 

UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA / ÉTATS-UNIS 
D’AMÉRIQUE 
 

Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

 
 

STATE INVITED BY THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS TO ACCEDE TO THE CONVENTION / ÉTAT INVITÉ PAR LE 
COMITÉ DES MINISTRES À ADHÉRER À LA CONVENTION  
 

MOROCCO / MAROC 1. M. Abderrazzak ADNANI                                                      Apologised / Excusé 

Chef de la Division de l’Enfance 
Ministère de la Solidarité, de l’Insertion sociale et de la Famille 
 
2. Mme Lamiaa BEGHIEL                                                        Apologised / Excusée 

Cheffe du 
Service de la Protection des Enfants en Situation Difficile 
Division de l’Enfance – DPFEPA 
Ministère de la Solidarité, de l’Insertion sociale et de la Famille 
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS / ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES 
 

COUNCIL OF THE BALTIC SEA 
STATES 
(CBSS) / CONSEIL DES ÉTATS 
DE LA MER 
BALTIQUE (CEMB) 
 

Ms Olivia LIND HALDORSSON                                            Apologised / Excusée 
Head of the Children at Risk Unit 
 

EUROPEAN NETWORK OF 
NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
INSTITUTIONS (ENNHRI) / 
RÉSEAU EUROPÉEN DES 
INSTITUTIONS NATIONALES 
DES DROITS DE L’HOMME 
(REINDH) 
 

Ms Debbie KOHNER                                                              Apologised / Excusée 
Secretary General 
Permanent Secretariat 
 

EUROPEAN NETWORK OF 
OMBUDSMANS FOR 
CHILDREN (ENOC) / RÉSEAU 
EUROPÉEN DES 
OMBUDSMANS POUR 
ENFANTS (ENOC) 
 

Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT / 
PARLEMENT EUROPÉEN 

Mr Emilio PUCCIO                                                                      Apologised / Excusé 
Secretary General 
European Parliament Intergroup on Children's Rights 
 

EUROPEAN UNION / 
UNION EUROPÉENNE  

1. Mr Antonio LABRADOR JIMENEZ                                     Apologised / Excusé 
Policy Officer – Fight Against Cybercrime and Child Sexual Abuse 
Unit D4: Cybercrime  
Directorate General for Migration and Home Affairs  
European Commission 
 
2. Ms Annette CASSAR 
Unit D4: Cybercrime 
Directorate General for Migration and Home Affairs 
European Commission 
 
3. Ms Caterina MOLINARI 
Policy Officer 
Unit D4: Cybercrime 
Directorate General for Migration and Home Affairs 
European Commission 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY 
FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 
(FRA) / AGENCE DES DROITS 
FONDAMENTAUX 
DE l’UNION EUROPEENNE 
(FRA) 
 

1. Ms Astrid PODSIADLOWSKI 
Head of Social Rights Sector 
Equality, Roma and Social Rights Unit 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Ms Silke D’HELFT 
Trainee 
Social Rights Sector 
Equality, Roma and Social Rights Unit 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

mailto:Astrid.PODSIADLOWSKI@fra.europa.eu
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EUROPOL Mr Anton Toni KLANČNIK 
Specialist in AP Twins 
O3 European Cybercrime Centre (EC3) 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATION OF LA 
FRANCOPHONIE (IOF) / 
ORGANISATION 
INTERNATIONALE DE LA 
FRANCOPHONIE (OIF) 
 

Mme Delphine COUVEINHES-MATSUMOTO                        Apologised / Excusée 

Spécialiste de programme 
Direction « affaires politiques et gouvernance démocratique » (DAPG) 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
TELECOMMUNICATION 
UNION (ITU) / UNION 
INTERNATIONALE DES 
TÉLÉCOMMUNICATIONS (UIT) 
 

Ms Carla LICCIARDELLO                                                      Apologised / Excusée 
Corporate Strategy Division 
 

INTERPOL 
 

1. Mr Uri SADEH                                                                  Apologised / Excusé 
Coordinator 
Crimes against Children Unit 
VCO/Organized and Emerging Crime Directorate 
INTERPOL General Secretariat 
 
2. Mr Michael FERGUSON 
Policy Analyst 
Crimes against Children Unit 
Vulnerable Communities, Organized and Emerging Crime Directorate 
INTERPOL General Secretariat 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
3. Ms Andrea BROUWER 
Crimes against Children Unit 
Vulnerable Communities, Organized and Emerging Crime Directorate 
INTERPOL General Secretariat 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

UNICEF 1. Mr Artashes MIRZOYAN                                       Apologised / Excusé 
Partnerships Advisor 
Europe & Central Asia Regional Office (ECARO) 
 
2. Ms Ina VERZIVOLLI                                              Apologised / Excusée 
Child Protection Specialist 
Europe & Central Asia Regional Office (ECARO) 

 
UNITED NATIONS HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR 
REFUGEES (UNHCR) / HAUT 
COMMISSARIAT DES NATIONS 
UNIES POUR LES RÉFUGIÉS 
(HCR) 
 

1. Mr Andreas WISSNER                                                    Apologised / Excusé 
UNHCR Representative to the European Institutions in Strasbourg  
 
2. Ms Delphine LENEUTRE                                              Apologised / Excusée 
Legal Associate / Associée juridique 
UNHCR Representation to the European Institutions in Strasbourg 
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UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON 
DRUGS AND CRIMES - 
UNODC Global Programme to 
End Violence Against 
Children / BUREAU DES 
NATIONS UNIES CONTRE LA 
DROGUE ET LES CRIMES – 
Programme mondial de 
l’UNODC pour mettre fin à la 
violence contre les enfants 
 

1. Ms Alexandra MARTINS 
Head 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Ms Snow White SMELSER 
Child Safety Advisor 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL 
RAPPORTEUR ON THE SALE 
AND SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 
OF CHILDREN / 
RAPPORTEUSE SPÉCIALE DES 
NATIONS UNIES SUR LA 
VENTE ET L’EXPLOITATION 
SEXUELLE D’ENFANTS 
 

1. Ms Mama Fatima SINGHATEH 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children, 
including child prostitution, child pornography and any other child sexual 
abuse material 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Ms Antara SINGH 
Human Rights Officer 
Special Procedures Branch/TESPRDD 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
3. Ms Nouf AL ANEZI 
Human Rights Officer 
Special Procedures Branch 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION (WHO) / 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE 
LA SANTÉ (OMS) 
 

Mr Jonathon PASSMORE                                                     Apologised / Excusé 
Programme Manager - Violence and Injury Prevention 
World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe 
 

 

 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE INSTITUTIONS AND BODIES / INSTITUTIONS ET ORGANES DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 
 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
YOUTH / CONSEIL 
CONSULTATIF SUR LA 
JEUNESSE 
 

Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

CONFERENCE OF INGOS OF 
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / 
CONFÉRENCE DES OING DU 
CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 
 

Ms Bénédicte COLIN 
Policy Manager 
Federation of Catholic Family Associations in Europe (FAFCE) 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
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CONGRESS OF LOCAL AND 
REGIONAL AUTHORITIES OF 
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / 
CONGRÈS DES POUVOIRS 
LOCAUX ET RÉGIONAUX DU 
CONSEIL DE L'EUROPE 
 

Ms Brigitte van den BERG                                                  Apologised / Excusée 
Netherlands 
Rapporteur for Children’s Rights 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
COMMISSIONER 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS / 
COMMISSAIRE 
AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME DU 
CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 
 

Ms Dunja MIJATOVIĆ                                                          Apologised / Excusée 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
 

CYBERCRIME CONVENTION 
COMMITTEE (T-CY) / COMITÉ 
DE LA CONVENTION SUR LA 
CYBERCRIMINALITÉ  
(T-CY) 
 

Ms Cristina SCHULMAN                                                      Apologised / Excusée 
Chair of the T-CY 
Legal Adviser 
Directorate International of Law and Judicial Cooperation 
Ministry of Justice 
Bucharest, Romania 
 

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE ON 
CRIME PROBLEMS (CDPC) / 
COMITÉ EUROPÉEN POUR LES 
PROBLÈMES CRIMINELS 
(CDPC) 
 

Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE ON 
LEGAL CO-OPERATION 
(CDCJ) / COMITÉ EUROPÉEN 
DE COOPÉRATION JURIDIQUE 
(CDCJ) 
 

Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

GOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE 
EUROPEAN SOCIAL CHARTER 
AND THE EUROPEAN CODE 
OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
(T-SG) / COMITÉ 
GOUVERNEMENTAL DE LA 
CHARTE SOCIALE 
EUROPÉENNE ET DU CODE 
EUROPÉEN DE SÉCURITÉ 
SOCIALE  
(T-SG) 
 

Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 
OF THE COUNCIL OF 
EUROPE / ASSEMBLÉE 
PARLEMENTAIRE DU CONSEIL 
DE L'EUROPE 
 

M. Jean-Pierre GRIN 
Membre de la 
Sous-commission sur les enfants 
Commission des questions sociales, de la santé et du développement 
durable 
 

STEERING COMMITTEE FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS (CDDH) / 
COMITÉ DIRECTEUR POUR 
LES DROITS DE L'HOMME 
(CDDH) 
 

Mme Brigitte KONZ                                                             Apologised / Excusée 
Présidente du Tribunal 
Tribunal d’Arrondissement de Diekirch 
Luxembourg 
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OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 

 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS / ORGANISATIONS NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES 

 

ECPAT INTERNATIONAL 
 

1. Ms Stana BUCHOWSKA                                                Apologised / Excusée 
Regional Coordinator for Eastern Europe and Central Asia 
 
2. Ms Andrea VARRELLA 
Research and Child Rights Monitoring Manager 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
3. Ms Amy CROCKER 
Head of Child Protection and Technology 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

"HOPE FOR CHILDREN" CRC 
Policy Center Cyprus 
 

1. Ms Katerina MELISSARI                                                Apologised / Excusée 
Child Protection Coordinator 
 
2. Ms Andria NEOCLEOUS 
CEO, Director of Humanitarian Division 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF YOUTH AND 
FAMILY JUDGES AND 
MAGISTRATES (IAYFJM) / 
ASSOCIATION 
INTERNATIONALE DES 
MAGISTRATS DE LA JEUNESSE 
ET DE LA FAMILLE (AIMJF) 
 

M. Daniel PICAL 
Magistrat honoraire représentant l’AIMJF auprès du Conseil de l’Europe 
 

MISSING CHILDREN EUROPE 
 

1. Ms Aagje IEVEN 
Secretary General 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
2. Ms Jennifer SCHATZ 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
3. Ms Kate MURPHY 
Policy assistant 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 
4. Ms Alyona SAMAR 
Ukraine Helpdesk Officer 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

SAVE THE CHILDREN 
INTERNATIONAL 

Ms Tiina-Maria LEVAMO 
Senior Child Rights and Advocacy Advisor 
Save the Children Finland 
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OTHER STAKEHOLDERS / AUTRES PARTIES PRENANTES 

 

INHOPE (International 
Association of Internet 
Hotlines) 
 

1. Mr Denton HOWARD                                                       Apologised / Excusé 
Executive Director 
 
2. Ms Samantha WOOLFE 
Head of Global Partnerships and Network Expansion 
 
3. Ms Katarzyna STACIWA 
 

INTERNET WATCH 
FOUNDATION (IWF) 

Mr Michael TUNKS 
Head of Policy and Public Affairs 
 

WePROTECT Global Alliance 1. Mr Iain DRENNAN                                                            Apologised / Excusé 
Executive Director 
 
2. Ms Eleanor LINSELL 
Advocacy Manager 
 

 
 

SPEAKERS / INTERVENANTS 

 

SIERRA LEONE 
 

Her Excellency Fatima Maada BIO 
First Lady of Sierra Leone 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY, 
UNITED STATES 
 

Ms Jennifer WORTHAM 
Research Associate 
The Human Flourishing Program 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

THE BRAVE MOVEMENT Mr Matthew McVARISH 
Co-Founder 
 

GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP TO 
END VIOLENCE AGAINST 
CHILDREN (EVAC) 
 

Ms Marija MANOJLOVIC 
Safe Online Director 
 
Ms Serena TOMMASINO 
Safe Online Specialist 
 

VU-AMSTERDAM LAW 
SCHOOL/ALTI, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 

Mr Mark LEISER 
Assistant Professor 
 

CENTER FOR ELAW, LEIDEN 
UNIVERSITY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 

Ms Sabine WITTING 
Assistant Professor 
eLaw - Center for Law and Digital Technologies 
 

INNSBRUCK UNIVERSITY, 
AUSTRIA 

Mr Domenico ROSANI 
Research and Teaching Associate 
Department of Italian Law 
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INDEPENDENT 
CONSULTANT 

Ms Maria Andriani KOSTOPOULOU 
Lawyer 
 
ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
 

OMBUDSMAN’S OFFICE OF 
UKRAINE 

Ms Olena VYKHOR 
Representative of the Commissioner for the rights of children, family, youth 
and sport 
 

 
 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE SECRETARIAT / SECRÉTARIAT DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 

 

Secretariat of the Parliamentary Assembly / Secrétariat de l’Assemblée parlementaire 
 

Committee on Social Affairs, 
Health and Sustainable 
Development / Commission 
des questions sociales, de la 
santé et du développement 
durable 
 

Ms Jannick DEVAUX 
Secretary to the Committee / Secrétaire de la commission 
 

Committee on Equality and 
Non-Discrimination / Comité 
sur l’égalité et sur la non-
discrimination 
 

Ms Penelope DENU 
Head of Secretariat / Cheffe de Secrétariat 

 
 

Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights / Bureau de la Commissaire aux droits de l’homme 
 

Division I / Division I Ms Charlotte ALTENHÖNER-DION 
Adviser / Conseillère 
 

 
 

DGI: Directorate General Human Rights and Rule of Law / DGI : Direction générale Droits de l'Homme 
et Etat de droit 
 

SRSG on Migration and 
Refugees / RSSG sur les 
migrations et les réfugiés 
 

Ms Leyla KAYACIK 
Special Representative of the Secretary General for migration and refugees / 
Représentante spéciale de la Secrétaire Générale pour les migrations et les 
réfugiés 
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DGII: Directorate General of Democracy and Human Dignity / DGII : Direction générale de la 
démocratie et de la dignité humaine 
 
Directorate of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance / Direction de la dignité humaine, de l’égalité 
et de la gouvernance 
 

Human Dignity and Gender Equality Department / Service de la dignité humaine et de l'égalité de genre 

 

Trafficking in Human Beings 
(GRETA) / Traite des êtres 
humains (GRETA) 
 

Ms Parvine GHADAMI 
Administrator / Administratrice 
 

Gender equality - Capacity 
building and cooperation 
projects / Égalité entre les 
femmes et les hommes - 
Renforcement des capacités 
et des projets de coopération 
 

Ms Jenna SHEARER-DEMIR 
Administrator / Administratrice 
 

 
 

Directorate of Anti-discrimination / Direction de l'anti-discrimination 
 

Children’s Rights and Sport Values Department / Service des Droits des Enfants et des Valeurs du Sport 
 

Children's Rights and Sport 
Values Department / Service 
des droits des enfants et des 
valeurs du sport 
 

Ms Irena GUIDIKOVA 
Head of Department / Chef de Service 
 

 

Children’s Rights Division / 
Division des droits des enfants 

Ms Regína JENSDÓTTIR 
Head of Division / Chef de Division 
 

Ms Kubra Begüm SIMSEK 
Trainee / Stagiaire 

 

Children’s Rights Division - 
Cooperation projects / 
Division des droits des enfants 
- Projets de coopération 

Ms Zaruhi GASPARYAN 
Senior Project Officer / Responsable principale de projet 
 

Mr Ovidiu MAJINA 
Senior Project Officer / Responsable principal de projet 
 

Ms María ASENSIO VELASCO 
Assistant Lawyer / Juriste assistante 
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Children’s Rights Division - 
Secretariat of the Lanzarote 
Committee / Division des 
droits des enfants - Secrétariat 
du Comité de Lanzarote 

Ms Gioia SCAPPUCCI 
Executive Secretary to the Lanzarote Committee /  
Secrétaire exécutive du Comité de Lanzarote 
 

Mr Mikaël POUTIERS 
Secretary to the Lanzarote Committee / Secrétaire du Comité de Lanzarote 
 

Ms Ekaterina MALAREVA 
Legal Advisor / Conseillère juridique 

Ms Ana GUERREIRO 
Policy Advisor / Conseillère en politiques 

Ms Faustine LABBADI 
Policy Officer / Chargée de mission 

Ms Corinne CHRISTOPHEL 
Assistant to the Lanzarote Committee / Assistante du Comité de Lanzarote 
 

 
 

INTERPRETERS / INTERPRÈTES 
 
Ms Sylvie BOUX-STINTZY (Head of Team) 
Ms Katia DI STEFANO 
Ms Isabelle MARCHINI 
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Appendix III 
 

Workplan for 2023 – 2024 as of 2 May 2023 
 

This document was prepared by the Secretariat of the Lanzarote Committee and contains an 
indicative workplan for 2023 and 2024.  
 
At its 37th meeting (31 January – 2 February 2023), the Lanzarote Committee welcomed the 
suggestion made by the secretariat to have a workplan and agreed that this should also include 
milestone dates of events of its observers involving Committee members or its representatives. 
 
This document is a living document and will be updated in advance of each meeting by the 
Secretariat.  

 

1. The main tasks and deliverables of the Lanzarote Committee are governed by the Council 
of Europe Programme and Budget as adopted by the Committee of Ministers and are set 
forth under the dedicated Sub-Programme on Children’s Rights. This document presents 
tasks and deliverables as “outputs, immediate outcomes, intermediate outcomes and 
expected impact”. This workplan highlights the main steps in the Lanzarote Committee’s 
work in 2023 and 2024 to achieve tasks and deliverables impactfully.1 
 

2. The emphasis in the Programme and Budget for 2022 to 2025 is on “strengthening the 
Lanzarote Committee's monitoring procedure, reinforcing the effectiveness and impact of 
the monitoring and capacity building work of the Committee including by adapting working 
methods: launching of a new monitoring round of the Lanzarote Committee and using the 
monitoring findings on sexual abuse in the circle of trust and on child self-generated sexual 
images and videos to influence legislative changes with respect to the age of sexual 
activities, the issue of consent, the statute of limitation and the automated detection of 
sexual exploitation content on-line. The focus will also be on increasing the impact and 
visibility of the Lanzarote Convention and the Lanzarote Committee work…”. 
 

3. In the Programme and Budget, the immediate outcome for the Lanzarote Committee is 
that “Member States have identified measures to strengthen the protection of children 
from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse on the basis of recommendations, monitoring 
reports and annual capacity building initiatives”. A total of 7 indicators are to guide the 
work of the Committee: 
 
“1. Date of adoption of the 2nd thematic monitoring report assessing the situation in 43 
Parties and subsequently relevant state compliance reports with respect to the protection 
of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse facilitated by information and 
communication technologies – Addressing the challenges raised by child self-generated 
sexual images and/or videos.2 
 

                                                      
1 In May 2023, the Icelandic Presidency shall host the Council of Europe 4th Summit of Heads of State and 
Governments. It is expected that the outcome of the Summit, with the adoption of a Declaration, will require 
the Council of Europe, to realign its work to the guidance provided in the Declaration. The Programme and 
Budget may therefore be adjusted to meet the requirements of the Declaration.  
2 This indicator has been achieved as regards the adoption of the report. Compliance procedures should be 
launched before 2025. 

https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680a9663f
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680a9663f
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2. Date of adoption of the thematic questionnaire of the 3rd monitoring round of the 
Lanzarote Committee to be sent to at least 48 Parties.3 
 
3. Date of preliminary assessment of replies to the thematic questionnaire of the 3rd 
monitoring round by all stakeholders.4 
 
4. Date of the adoption of the State compliance reports showing evidence of follow-up 
given by Parties to Lanzarote Committee monitoring findings (1st monitoring round on the 
protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust and special monitoring 
round on Protecting children affected by the refugee crisis from sexual exploitation and 
sexual abuse).5 
 
5. Number of member States changing their policy, legislation, institutional arrangements, 
and practice for preventing and protecting children from sexual exploitation and sexual 
abuse.  
 
6. Number of Lanzarote Committee capacity building activities organised for all member 
States.  
 
7. Number of activities carried out by member States and relevant stakeholders on the 
occasion of the European Day on the protection of children against sexual exploitation and 
sexual abuse (18 November). 
 

4. This workplan takes into account the Rules of Procedure of the Lanzarote Committee as 
revised to encompass the possibility to use new technologies, videoconferences, 
participation in meetings via video-link and written procedures which became necessary 
during COVID 19 lockdowns and have proven useful even beyond such specific 
circumstances. 
 

5. Due to the need to decide on the modalities of participation of the Russian Federation in 
the Lanzarote Committee, one plenary meeting was cancelled in 2022 whilst another was 
replaced by an extraordinary meeting of the representatives of the Parties to the 
Convention. As a consequence, the Lanzarote Committee has been authorised to carry 
over funds into 2023, allowing it to organise a fourth plenary meeting in 2023. 
 

6. In 2023, the Lanzarote Committee shall therefore hold a total of 4 three-day meetings and 
a capacity building event of 1 day. In 2024, the Lanzarote Committee shall hold 3 three-
day meetings and a capacity building event of 1 day. The Bureau of the Lanzarote 
Committee shall meet online ahead of the plenary meetings and as need be. 
 

                                                      
3 To be achieved in 2023. 
4 To be achieved during 2023-2025. 
5 Achieved as concerns the special monitoring round and to be achieved in 2025 or later as regards the circle of 
trust as this has finally become the next monitoring work (compliance of the 26 Parties evaluated in the 
first monitoring round will be processed while evaluating for the first time the additional 22 other Parties to the 
Convention since then). 

http://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168066cf87
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Appendix 
 

 
 2023 

 

Meeting/Activity Dates Deliverables/focus Place 

Meeting of Heads of 
monitoring mechanisms and 
advisory bodies with the 
Secretary General of the 
Council of Europe 

17 January 2023 Participation in working group 2 on relations between 
the European Union and the Council of Europe 

Strasbourg 

37th meeting 31 January to 
2 February 2023 

Adoption of the 7th Activity Report 
 
Annual panel of exchange with NGOs on their initiatives 
to end sexual violence against children 
 
Possible decision on two new observers (BRAVE 
Movement and EVAC) 
 
Timeline concerning next monitoring work 
 
Prospects concerning the Country Overview 
 

Strasbourg and online 

29th meeting of the GREVIO 8 February 2023 Exchange of views of the Lanzarote Committee 
Chairperson with GREVIO 

Online 

Launching event of the 
5th phase of the CoE South 
Programme 

3-4 March 2023 LC Chairperson to present the Lanzarote Convention / 
Lanzarote Committee work and the added value for 
south Mediterranean countries to accede to the 
Convention 

Lisbon, Portugal 
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Finnish Country Overview 
launch event 

13 April 2023 National awareness raising on the Country Overview  
Identification of steps to be undertaken to address 
selected issues 

Helsinki, Finland 
 

Moldovan Republic Country 
Overview launch event 

4 May 2023 National awareness raising on the Country Overview  
Identification of steps to be undertaken to address 
selected issues 

Chisinau, Republic of Moldova 
 

Italian Country Overview 
launch event 

21 June (tbc) National awareness raising on the Country Overview  
Identification of steps to be undertaken to address 
selected issues 

Rome, Italy 
 

38th meeting 30 May to 
2 June 2023  
 
 
31 May 2023 

Adoption of the legal framework questionnaire for the 
resuming of monitoring work on the protection of 
children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust. 
 
Capacity building organised with the French authorities 
back-to-back with the Istanbul Convention CoP on: 

 The legal age for sexual activities 

 The statute of limitations for sexual offences against 
children 

and follow-up to be given to this capacity building 
events’ main conclusions. 
 
Continued discussion on working methods to consider 
ways of strengthening the monitoring procedure and its 
impact 

Strasbourg and online 

Circle of trust monitoring 
procedure 

June 2023 Addressing the first questionnaire (on legal framework 
tbc) to Parties  

 

Circle of trust monitoring 
procedure 

End September 
2023 

Deadline to reply to the first questionnaire for Parties  
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39th meeting 26 September 
to 
28 September 
2023 

Monitoring work on the protection of children against 
sexual abuse in the circle of trust:  

 State of play of replies received to the first 
questionnaire (on legal framework) 

 Consideration of other issues to be addressed 
 
Exchange on initiatives taken in the context of specific 
dimensions of the circle of trust. 
 
Work on follow-up to the capacity building event on the 
age of consent and statute of limitations. 
 
Presentation of the up-dated version of the 2010 CDPC 
survey to collect data on child sexual exploitation and 
abuse which had triggered the ONE in FIVE Campaign 
Continued discussion on working methods to consider 
ways of strengthening the monitoring procedure and its 
impact  

Strasbourg and online 

Circle of trust monitoring 
procedure 

15 October 
2023 (tbc) 

Deadline for NGOs to comment on Parties replies to the 
legal framework questionnaire 

 

ONE in FIVE up-date 27 October 
2023 

Deadline for Parties to submit data on CSEA (up-dating 
CDPC 2010 survey) 

 

European Day 18 November 
2023 

Thematic focus to be decided  

Exchange with the CM  29 November 
2023 

The Chairperson of the Lanzarote Committee will 
present the Committee’s work to the Committee of 
Ministers 

Strasbourg  
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40th meeting 28 - 30 
November 2023 

Possibly presentation of preliminary observations on: 
- part of the replies to first circle of trust questionnaire 
- the data collect 
 
Annual panel on Civil Society initiatives 
 
Continued work on the age of consent/statute of 
limitation follow-up work 
 
Identification of focus of next capacity building 
event/work 

Strasbourg and online 

 
 

 
 2024 
 

Meeting/Activity Dates Deliverables/Focus Place 

41st meeting  8th Annual Activity Report 
 
Monitoring on the circle of trust continued 
 
Identification of the recommendations of the March 
2022 monitoring report concerning challenges raised by 
child self-generated images and videos that should be 
followed-up more speedily and decision on a timeline for 
the assessment of compliance with such 
recommendations 
 
…/… 

Strasbourg and online 
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42nd meeting  Monitoring on the circle of trust continued 
 
Launching of the compliance procedure for selected 
recommendations to address the challenges of child 
self-generated sexual images and videos 
 
Annual capacity building event 
 
…./… 

Strasbourg or in the country 
hosting the capacity building 

event 

43rd meeting  Annual panel on Civil Society initiatives 
 

Strasbourg 

Launch events of further 
Country Overviews 

 Countries to be selected on a voluntary basis subject to 
resources available 

In the capitals of the countries 
concerned 

 
 


