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·r.INFORMATIVE DETAILS ABOUT THE MAREM~A NATURAL PARK 

The Ma!"'er.,;-na Hat:ural Park was ins t ituted by the Tuscar:y Cou:-ity ·..,•ith the la·..: n°65 

on June 5 th., 1975; - it occupjes a11 area of 9.80() hectares in the Provi:-1ce of G:-osset o , 

tha~ is the ~ost southern of Tuscany. 

I t s terri -: or y i s de l ir.ü te d b y the Ty :r-r h en i an Se a o :1 the s ou th- v: e s t ; 1 t: h 2. s b; o 

different morphologie characteristics: 

- a plain of alluvial kind, crossed by the last course of the Or:-:brone (the secon d 

river in Tuscany for lenght), in all the north-we stern part of the Park; 

- the hilly grounàs of the Uccellina "mountains" which reach m. 417 above sea le·vel 

(f>oggio Lecci) in the central and southern parts and then lower to\•.'ards East in 

a flat belt. 

The plain areas of the Park along the river are agricultural with scattered settle~ents 

on the right side of it. On both siàes near the r.iouth of the river there are boggy 

areas for about 800 hectares; it is a very interesting environ:nent formed by fossil 

dunes, parallel to the coast line, a11d by depressions among them, which are seasonally 

flooded. There are also some sheets of water that endure the summer drought. 

The lo· ... ·est are as are covered by Juncus acutus 2..r1d r.1ari tir.:us, Phrag,,ü tas australis, 

Tjpha ~îgustifolia, Sarcocornia perennis anè Li~onium. 

0;-i the consolid?ted dunes there are Pinus pinea, :Pinus pin aster, Juniperus oxyceà::us, 

Junipe:~us r.;acrocarpa and Ju:1iperus phoenicea, Myrtus commur.is, Pistacia lentiscus, 

Philljrea L., Ros~arinus officinalis, Erica r.iultiflora and other essences that 

are present in the tipic underbrush of the mediterranean wood. 

Going to the central part of the Pa:-k beb1een the hills and the sea we finà the 

pine,,.;ood of a":)out 700 hectares, that ·..,.as planteà .to bonify the land èuring the 

last century. Pinus pinea are r:,ore than Pinus pi.naster that are li r.üteà to the 

belt nearer the sea. 

The pine·...:ood has a very rich underbrush of Junipers, Rosmarinus officinalis, Erica 

multiflora fuîd other shrubby mediterra~ea..n essences. 

In this surface Pinus pinea is sponta..neously renewed, so there are àiffere r-,t aged 

trees a'là that is very ir.1portant for the preservation of the pinewood through the 

years. 

Another important aspect is the beach, where you can find a large variety cf pioneering 

species of vegetation and dunes behind which there is a very interesting bel t 01 

Juniperus. 

Finally the zone nearer the hills 

from the pinewooà by a canal wi th 

is occupied by grazing areas which are 

water al 1 year long and by a damp are a 

by Juncus acutus and Juncus ~aritimus. 

divièeè 

covered 

The central and southern parts of the ?ark, as already 'li.Ti tten, are occupied by 

a limestone ridge colled "!,'.onti dell 'Uccellina". This hilly part in the north has 

a plain covered by pastures, pineforest 2nd beach between itself and the sea, aîd 

in i ts southern part i t touches the sea \•:i th a high and erodeà ccast. The r.ature 

of these hills is mostly calcareous and only partly siliceous (coî,glomerate of 

Verrucano). 

Hills are covered by medi terra'iean ...,,ood; the::--e are ï.:al'"}y Quercus ilex, Quercus pu':.1::scens, 

Quercus cerris, Quercus su8er, Fraxinus ornus, Ostrja carpinifolia, Sorbus è o~e stica, 

Olea oleaster, Acer L. anà so on for the arboreal essences and Erica arborea, scoparia, 

multiflo::--a, A:-butus u:-,edu, Phjllirea L., Pistacia lentiscus, Rosmarinus offici:12.lis, 



- 3 

Cistus r.;onspeliensis, incanus, salvifolia, Laurus nobilis, Rhaï.:.:JUr. alaterr.us, Spartit..:m 

Junceum, Calicotome villosa, Daphne sericea and so on for the shru bjy esse~ces. 

On the slcpe facing the sea it is very interesting the pres ence of Cha~aerops hu~ilis, 

Euphorbia èenèroides and Juniperus phenicea, typical species of the rocky vegetatio~. 

Fro ra all these notices, even if shortly given, a first ele Gent energes : the national 

valence of the environme ntal characteristics of this terri tor-y, \•:here you à o r-. ot 

find ariy human settle .. ,er-.t for about 3() kilometres nei ther along the coast, nor 

on the hilly a~ea covereà by the wooà. 

The environr.1ent is particularly interesting for the life of a large number of ·,,: ilè 

species thanks to so diîferent areas and their superimposition. 

Acccrding to the census of the Park and the Natural His tory iV:useufi1 of Li vorno, 

many thousand3 of wild ducks ( almost 10. 000 yearly in the last three years ) and 

several dozensof Anser anser (160 in 1989) arinually winter in the boggy areas. 

Besides these areas assure the r.est-building of Himantopus himantopus and Burhinus 

oedicnemus a"ld the rest to many species of migrar:t waders and biràs that live along 

ver ba."lks and to predatory birds such as Circus aercginosus, Pandiuï.1 halietus 

and Circus pjgargus (nest builàer). 

The Tuscan archipelag is like a bridge tcward Africa and for this reason the areas 

of medi terranean wood and the pineforest in front of i t asst.;re the rest to a la:--ge 

r.umber of migr2.nt birds during autumn and spring; then tr,e te:.:perate cli::-:a te and 

the great richness of food resourches support the wintering of many biràs anè the 

nest building of Upupa epops, Cor ac ias garrulus, Pic us viriàis, Tichoàror;;a mur2.r ia, 

Otus scops, Streptopelia turtur, Fa.lc o pAregrino, Falco subbuteo, Circaetus g2.ilicus 

anà so on. 

There ara not many species of biràs living here a.11 ye...:..r long: we can find only 

some kinds of crO'.A.'S ( Garrul us gla.ndarus, Pica pica,, Cnrvus corone cornix, Corvus 

moneàula), of night preda.tory biràs (Athene noctua., tytoalba , P.sio o-:us and strix 

aluco), Phasicmus colchicus â.1":d soiile others.There are mariy kinds of r.iar.,:-;;als. 7he 

biggest ones are Sus scrofa, Capreolus capreolus and Dama dama; then we can finà 

Vulpes vulpes, Hystrix cristata and Mustela r:iustela. Felix silvestris is unusual; 

there are also Martes foina, Martes martes, Mustela putorius and Meles meles. 

_)us europaeus and Oryctolagus cuniculus are scarce. 

THE RUNNING OF THE PARK 

The Marel:lr.ia Natural Pa.rk \o.'as insti tuted by the Tusca..T1y County as already wri tten 

at the beginning. The law establishes that the running of the Park is the d1..1ty 

of the three Communes whose territory is incluàed in it and of the Provincial Admini­

stration of Grosseto. 

It fixes the aims the Park has to pursue that is "the defence of the natural, environ­

mental, historie al characteristics of Marer.ir;-:a for the social purpose of the se values 

and the promotion of scientific research a.--id the naturalistic àidactics. 11 

Even if established by a law, the Park remaineà a legal abstraction until the introduc­

tion of the proper deeds such as the Territorial Pla11 of Coordination, pla:1s for 

the rur.ning and coàes. 
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THE TERRITORIAL PLAN OF COORDINATION 

This plan is th e first and basic or.e for i ts value to prograrim e the te rr i tory · an d 

to pick ou t the strategy of the Park. 

The P.d ministr2.tion was urged by poli t ical requirer.ients that ·.,;a1; ted t he Pa rk quick l y 

to take off i1; or der to \>.-i r. the lïli s trust, t he fears and the os t i 1 i t y tha t h ad arou s ed 

agair.st it; s o this plan was used as a à e ed to r.iar.age the Park. 

It began to be written at the be gir.nir.g of 1976 COi;Siderir.g the local populatioi;s 

and their ir.terests in the Park, &nd it ended in the autumn of the sa~e year. 

I t began to be executi ve in August 1977, after the approv a ti on of the Cour.c il of 

the Tuscany County. 

This plan di vides the terri tory of the Park and the are a on the outside of i t ir. 

four big zones for their naturalistic and environmental characteristics and then 

it shows the different human activities that are feasible there. 

It establishes also that the Park is nota deed of tourist promotion; it is a cultural 

institution aimed to naturalistic didactics, to scientific research but also to 

the enjoyment ru~d use of its resources. 

The Park was not known by mar.y people at that time, but i t was fixed t he maxi mu m 

number of tourists that coulà visi t t he most àelicate and interesting zor.es anà 

the beach. 

This plar. îinally establishes that the Park had to protect the terri tory an d to 

develop the local people. 

THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH -

The law of the Park says that t he Scie n tific Cor.-:mittee is an aà v isory a-riè proposa l 

body and t hat i t is necessary t o as k f o r i ts j u àge mer.t f o r v.ihat is concerr. e d '.•:i th 

the rur.ning plans. 

The P.èministration, on the other hand, has c h osen to involve it i n all t he r ur:_r.i ng 

of the Park. 

I t is real ly an i mportant support to e very dec i si on of the Ad r.1 i::i s tra t ior: , wh ich 

has made no mistakes. 

So you can easily understand the 

the scientific research; research 

wi th the runnir.g of the Park wi th 

i t cor.cerr.s directly wi th i t; only 

research ru~d pays for it. 

ir.iportance that the Ad r.ünistration has gi ver. to 

is allowed ~her. it does not directly concerr. 

a passive behaviour and in ru"'! active way whe n 

ir. this last case the Ji.dministration wan ts t he 

We have financed researches on Hystrix cris tata, · Mel es me les, Vulpes vulpes, Sus 

scrofa, Dama dama, Capreolus capreolus, Felix silvester, on sea erosion (to find 

the characteristics to justify the propos al for a sea park), on sea water ( to value 

if aereosol car. influer.ce vegetation), on medi terranean wood, on the spontar;eous 

renewing of Pinus pinea, on the influence of wild animals and their pastur i r.g in 

the wood, on the management of the farms in the Park. 

Other researches on Larus arger.tatus, preàatory birds (r.octurnal and èiurr.al ) , 

on micronammal, on tortoise, on reptiles, on insects, o~ Garrulus glandarus and 

other species of waàers have been made in the Park without being financed. 

There are many relationships between the Marem r.. a Natural Park and mar.y Italiar. 

and Foreign Unive:-si ty (Aberdeen), v.·i th Scier:tific Association and wi th the tfatural 

History Museur.1s of Grosseto, Li vorno, Verona, Milano together wi th t he Natio1;al 

Ir:sti tute of Biology for Ga:ne ar.d other_ or.es. 
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THE USE OF THE PARK 
It was for a poli tical require mer.t that ·-1,re decided to oper. the Park for tourists, 

ta minimize the ostility agair.st it and to start with more favourable conditions. 

The Park has organized the visi ts or.ly after a precise observation a!:d ir.dividuatior. 

of the nost interestir.g routes, the maximum nurr.be r of people dai ly accepted, the 

arrar:ge::-,er.t of sigr.als and the choice of a proper rule. It was in 1978. 

No more tha.n 500 persor.s can daily walk along the four i tineraries and i t is possible 

to doit only ~hree àays a week; the other four days are only for school trips. 

It is r.ecessary to paya ticket in order to visit the Park. 

The .A.dmir.istration war.teà to gi ve a cultural aim to the visi t and so a group oî 

young people were prepared to work as guides in the trips into the Park. 

At the same time two series of books, one popular and one scientific, were published. 

They are indisper.sable aids to study particular aspects of the Park. 

Later, other five itir.eraries were aàded in some marginal areas. 

In 1978 a~out 40.000 persor.s came to visit the Park, but only 17.000 walked alor.g 

the routes where i t is necessary to pay a ticket; in 1988 120. 000 persans came 

and more than 51.000 paid the ticket. 

the r.ur.iber of the persons along the beach increased ( more than 1200 dai ly in 

1981) i t \&.'as necessary to limi t i t closing the roaà towards the sea by a co2puter 

that let only 400 cars pass. 

/' 

THE NATU~ALISTIC DIDACTICS 
Students represent a good half of the visitcrs to the Park. 

We have learr.t that one èay trips are not er.ough useful ar1d that t ee.chers are r.ot 

often sui table to carry out 2. les son of er:viror.ment, so a series of fi ve days trips 

for students h2.ve been org2.r.izeà using guest-quarters as centre. 

The echo ar.d the success of these "ecological weeks" were so big that the Tuscany 

County together wi th the Park and the school authori ties introduced in i ts prograï:,~es 

the possibility to ào five à2ys trips, payir.g for them and trying to involve in 

this enterprise the other protecteà areas in Tuscany. 

Besides giving hospi tali ty to schools the Parv. organizes stages for teachers 2.I!d 

gi ves them useful didactic r..aterials; i t is now workir.g to en large i ts acti vi ty 

,.. ncerning this field, looking for a building sui table to con tain at least 3 school 

__ ips, ·..:!1ere to organize a perma::ent centre for enviror.mental didactics, stages, 

semir.aries ar.d so on. 
All this work will be possible collecting the materials and information of the 

researches carried out in the Park. 

PLANS OF RUNNING 
The .A.dministration air.îed to protect the enviror.ment and to stimulate the productive 

activities dor.e ir. the Park and in the area immediately close toit, such as agricolture 

touris~ ar.d forestry activity. 

a) Plar. of forestry runnir.g. 

Studies about the vegetatior. of the Park has allowed to arrange a very precise 

prospect to know the real cor.di tians of the plants ar.d so to adopt a plan where 

is showr1 which human acti vi ties can b_e done. 

We can sintetize these rules in a simple way: 
1) Are as where r.oor.e Ca'; go and r:othir.g can be dor.e; they are _p;::1_rti.cularly developed 

zones of mediterranean wooà only for scientific research. 
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2) Parts of the wood ¼1here every use i s forbi dden for the i mpor taI: t vegetë. ti or.al 

level. 

3) Areas where it is possible to do perioàical cuttir.g or char.gir.g from copse to 

lor.g-trur.ked trees, always thir.kir.g of the landscape and the fauna. 

Moreover the plan faces other problems such as the defer;ce of Quercus suber, the 

minor roads, the fire-fighting organizatior.. 

This plân was accepted in 1983 and i t has proved to be ar. impulse to the ir.creasing 

of forestry activi ties and a àeeà through which i t is possible to ào transactions 

of environmental recovery. 

b) Plan of agronomic-livestock running. 

ï~ !'·as ~ri tten in 1985 _looking _?-t the researches made by the far ms ir.side the 

Park; this plan has two differer.t characteristics: the first or.e is the indication 

of the limi ts where i t is possible to build outbuildir.gs to farms ar.d the second 

one is the informatior. on the ways to obtain a more rational &gricoJ. ture ( rules 

to plar.t ar.d to rotate) and to reduce the impact of it on the er.viror.mer:t. 

The Administration together wi th the Tusc&.t~y County is making researches on 

biologie al agricol ture and productior. of gooè products followir.g the indications 

of the European Economie Co mr.,ü rÜ ty. 

In this context the Aàï:1ir.i s trati on has si gned conve;;ti or.al agree,Îlents wi th t ;1e 

farmers that ~rk inside the Park in order to obtain good pro ducts in exchange 

for a formal acknowledgemer.t of the Administration i tself that ,,.,-LU make their 

sale easy. 

The livestock aspect of this plan is particularly interesting because it establishes 

the rules for wild breeding of cattle aJ:d horses just to save the Marer.:r.iar.a 

breed, that is in danger of extinction. 

c) Plan of receptive structures in the Park. 

This plan has to be finished. 

It aims to the recovery of a building 1;ear the Park to be used as hostel ar:d 

centre of environmental didactics. 

It aims also to build a refreshment room at Marina di Alberese opened during 

day time to be used by the students of school trips in autumn and sprir.g a..'îd 

by tourists in summer; also a modest hotel is expected. 

There are few receptive structures because the Park war1ts to help local people 

who have a licence to rent rooms (40 families in a village of 400 perso1;s). 

Or.ly encouraging this kind of receptivi ty i t will be possible to use the preser.t 

structures to the utmost and so to ir.crease the ber.efi ts that the Park proèuces 

wi th i ts o·,,,:n existence. 
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II. ~r.f•:;~-::-.~t:.\·e d?.tail ab0ut th'= bir:èir.g 0blig2.tior:s the I~2.tur 2.l ?2.rk 0f !<2:''?:-:-.:-:-2.. 

h2.s defir;eà 2.r.d about the relaticn: bet·.-:eer: its ir.sty-u;-:-:er:ts of ter1-it•:.1ri2.l p.l.2.:-:::2;:g: 

2.r:d the ~u::i::::ipal and pr0vir.cial or.es. 

t0 the -:e2-ri t0ri2.l pl2-r:r.ir.g th2t c•Jr.::::en:s trJe 2.re2. •:.: f the F2.~~1-: 2.:-:::: 2.ls•:::· all 

the. 0uter terri t0ries ü:2.t h2.ve a fi..:.:-:::::tic:-:2.l re~2.ti•::,r. ·":i th --c::-.e c·cje:t •J:i: t:-ie 

r.,2.xi::,un . . ' e:-: ,v 2. rc1r.r:ïer: ~ 2.1 s2.fegu2.rè. ( J·he F2.r1': ) 

It :cr:tair:s a series 0f rules th2t est2.blish the li~its the f0ll0~ir.g 

tnat 2.re thr•:iugh 

the terri tory 0f the F2.rk. 

The pl2-: 0f f0rest~~y rur.r.i::g, DE<>Jne effe::::ti ve frc:-~ six ye a1~s, fixes si:•: 

for èifferer.":: reas•:::•ns, f0:rest uses 2.re f,::,rtièèer. 2::è the 2.re2.s -.,:}1ere uses 2.re 

It r· .LlXeS als0 ti";-= rules -: ,:., buil d the P2.rk ( 0:-:ly 

2.r:d shows ho~ ~u::::h pastur2.ge is ::::0n~2.tible ~ith the envir0nrner.tal safeguard. 

Otl:er rules 2re ir:tr0èuced by regul2.-ci0ns sucn as tïîe 0r:e f0:;:-- the -.risi t 

t0 the F-2.:-k 1 f,:ir the -:..1se ,::if t}-:e roaès 2-.;.è the e;-:tering i ts ter~~i t•J::--y, ::·::c -'::îe 

r:avi~at:ic,n •J!: the ri ver O:-:-.or0r:e, for the sportir:g fi s}ür.g •J:r. 1 t:, just te, ::.2.ke 

son e p2rti:ular a::::ti v::.ties ::::0~p2.tibl~ ~ith the ai~ of safegu2rd. 

•Jr:es of 0ther terri tc:::--ial i!~sti t1...:ti0n i t :is e:-:c,1-,;g!1 -:::.c:, s2.y: 

takes t:-,e place ,:.;1 the r.ur:icii:al t,::,·,·.T. -plar;r:ir.g ir:stn1:1er:ts that \•.:ill h2.ve 

~:,J 1~es;:,ect the terri t0ri2.l plar: •J:f :·J1Jrè i1-:atior: :: r: -c:1e are a 1x1tsiàe ::h~ 

?2.rk; 

ir: si ttir~g of the pr•Jvinci al 

1:.t31 0f 08/08 / 85, the Tusc2.ny Cour:ty ~as appropriated the expect2.t:i0r.s 0f the 

terri t•:,rial plar. 0f c00rdir:2.ti0r: 00th f or the 2.re2. c,f the ?a!'k 2::--:d the c,r:e 

outsiàe it. 

c) The rules ,:if the pl2.r: c,f a gror: -:,r:üc-livesto::::k rur:r:ir.g the buildir:g act::.vity 

ir. i ts terri tory regulates '>•:i th , ta:ke the place 0f the :T:Œ-:icip2l bl..:.ilèir.g 

codes ê.!1d the law of Tus::::any C,:,ur.ty by '.•:hich the building in agricultural 

zone is regulated. 

b ., · · · · · 1 .... h .... fr. ,.., a'.::, a'"' ~ h O ::, .... r k t t'"", P ~L, P _'~ ... "' _; ~ r::· ~~ i c. l *-x- We encl0se a pu 1.1ca1:i0r: or. -c.r.e _ë\•: L,, ê.L.. . ..,ui. ~ L,,,~ l c:. .,, -··- - -

plar: of ::::00rdi~ati0n 2.~d the statute sf the Uni0~ . 
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Conclusion 

This Park, is a well known and significant example, at 
national and international level, of a coastal park, where efforts 
to concile conservation and development, along a typical Mediterranean 
coast, have been successful. 

Landscape and Mediterranean vegetation is still relatively 
untouched; hunting in the park is strictly forbidden; fauna, flora 
and habitats are generally well kept; tourism is oriented and 
environmentally compatible (ie. trekking, birdwatching, etc.). 
Management is particulaly keen and efficient. The plan of the Park 
sates that the Maremma Park "is nota deed of tourist promotion; it 
is a cultural institution aiming at environmental education, scientific 
research and recreation. 



- 9 -

Additional information concerning the area is available at the 
Secretariat: 

1. copy of the Park Law, statute and regulation concerning 
the management plan 

2. plan maps at 1:50.000 scale 

3. photographie album including 20 colour prints 
(photocopies} illustrating the Park's main features. 




