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WHY THE URGENT NEED FOR CHANGE?

The current situation is characterised in many locations by
at least some of the following features:

Unequal and unfair distribution of community resources, disfavouring Roma

Lack of consultation mechanisms or, where such mechanisms exist, exclusion
of Roma or tokenism

Paternalistic attitudes / dependency/antigypsyism
Mutual mistrust and mutual blaming between Roma and public institutions
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Recommendation CM/Rec(2012)9

on mediation as an effective tool

for promoting respect for human rights
and social inclusion of Roma

Recommandation CM/Rec(2012)9

sur la médiation comme moyen efficace
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The Monkey and the Fish (African tale)

"A monkey was walking by the edge of a river when he saw a fish in the water. Since the
monkey didn't know that animal, immediatly thought the fish was drowning. He managed
to catch him and was very happy when he saw him jumping, stuck in his fingers, thinking

that those jumps were signs of great joy at being saved.

Shortly after, when the fish stopped moving and the monkey realized he was dead, he
commented—too bad | didn't get here sooner!"
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