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Damaged heritage



The Maastricht

heritage paradox



Maastricht 
image:



Maastricht 
identity:



Data on 
Maastricht

Maastricht amount Mtr. born

Inhabitants 122.000 50-60%

Students Ca. 20.000 5%?

Tourists ca. 4.000.000
from NL: 3.000.000

elsewhere: 1.000.000

Overnight stays 1.148.000
from NL: 659.000

elsewhere: 489.000



Data on offer 
of heritage in 
Maastricht

Maastricht amount

Monuments over 5.000

Historical landscape in town + surrounding

Museums 10

Institutions
14 managing collections
17 public (to be visited)

Collections

archaeology, religion, industry, 
ceramics, glass, silver, coins, books, 
newspapers, archives, photographs, 

sculptures, tin, clocks, swords, etc.

Immaterial
heritage

carnival, processions, food, 
language

Apps or virtual 
musea

4



Data on use 
of heritage in 
Maastricht

Maastricht amount remarks

Heritage 
organisations

22
Lectures, research, 

publications, exhibitions

Publications thousends Period of 250 years

Virtual 
communities

9 40.000 active members



Cultural
Biography:



Data on 
heritage 
consumption 
in Maastricht

Maastricht amount %

Museal visits 200.000 50

Guided tours 200.000 50

Heritage visitors ca. 400.000 100 



Data on 
potential 
heritage 
consumption 
in Maastricht

Maastricht amount á 10% á 25%

Inhabitants 122.000 12.200 30.500

Visitors 4.000.000 400.000 1.000.000

Total 4.120.000

Potential
consumers

412.200 1.030.500



The heritage paradox



The twofold medicine:



A new balance



for your attention

Thank you

“We have so much, we use so little”.

“We want so much, we do so little”.


