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Matjaz Gruden Strasbourg, August 20, 2024
Director of the Directorate for Democracy No. (77.1.1.4)S77-118

of the Directorate General of Democracy and Human Dignity
of the Council of Europe

Dear Director,

I have the honor to forward herewith an answer of the Lithuanian authorities to the alert with
regards to Lithuania that has been published on the Platform to Promote the Protection of
Journalism and Safety of Journalist on 21% of June 2024.

Please accept, Dear Secretary General, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Enclosure: 3 pages.

Sincerely,

Chargé d’affaires a, i, % Agne Martinez

42, rue Schweighaeuser Tel.: 03904117 50 E-mail: atstovybe.et@urm. It
67000 Strasbourg
FRANCE
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to Promote the Protection of Journalism
and Safety of Journalists

RE: RESPONSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA TO THE ALERT ANNOUNCED ON
THE COE PLATFORM TO PROMOTE THE PROTECTION OF JOURNALISM AND
SAFETY OF JOURNALISTS ON 2IST JUNE 2024 CONCERNING THE DRAFT
AMENDMENT TO THE LAW ON NATIONAL RADIO AND TELEVISION OF THE
REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA THREATENING PUBLIC BROADCASTER’S STABILITY

Vice-Minister § [({1/( Egidijus Meiliinas
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LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS SEIMO
BIUDZETO IR FINANSU KOMITETAS

SEIMAS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
COMMITTEE ON BUDGET AND FINANCE

Gedimino pr. 53, LT-01109 Vilnius, LITHUANIA Tel. +370 5 209 6751 E-mail: bfk@lrs, It

European Broadcasting Union No S-2024- of7 July 2024

REGARDING THE DRAFT LAW AMENDING ARTICLE 19 OF LAW NO I-1571 ON THE
NATIONAL RADIO AND TELEVISION OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

would help to maintain a depoliticised, objectively justified, and consistent growth of LRT
appropriations, ensuring efficient Management of state finance. Under legal regulation currently in
force, LRT appropriations consist of 1.3% of the collected excise duties and 1% of the collected
personal income tax (hereinafter referred to as PIT). It stands to reason that linking LRT

appropriations solely to a certain percentage of excise duties and PIT is incorrect, because if these

the LRT rather than the defence fund. We therefore believe that the LRT funding formula should not
be subject to discretionary adjustments. Instead, a clear criterion for the growth of LRT appropriations
should be established, linked to the growth of the national GDP ag proposed by your organisation,

This would provide an objective and politically independent basis for funding adjustments,

and by other institutions,



Following the revision, the draft Law now includes provisions on constitutionally sound funding of
the national public broadcaster from the state budget. This means that no less funding will be provided
to the LRT each year than the average of the state budget appropriations allocated to the LRT for the
past three budget years. Please note that Article 19(5) of the Law on the National Radio and Television
of Lithuania currently states that the amount of appropriations allocated to the LRT must be at least
equal to the state budget appropriations allocated to the LRT in 2019, i.e. EUR 41.6 million. In order
to ensure the stability and relevance of the appropriations allocated to the LRT, the draft Law has

been revised to ensure that the amount of appropriations allocated to the LRT must be at least equal

subsequent years.

Thank you for your comments. We look forward to smooth cooperation in the future.

Mindaugas Linge
Chair of the Committee



