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Country/Organisation 
  
 

Representatives from Council of Europe member States 
 

Country 
 

Name and Title Institution 

Albania Alma Tandili, Chair of State Agency for the 
Rights and Protection of the Child 

Ministry of Health and Social Protection 

Andorra Pol de Vilallonga, Expert Ministry of Social and public affairs 

Armenia  Anahit Khachatryan, Head of the Children's 
Rights Protection Department 

Human Rights Defender’s Office  

Belgium Peter Bex, Policy Advisor Flemish Department of Education 

Bulgaria Marga Stoyanova, Senior Expert of the 
Directorate for Child Policies and Programmes 

State Agency for Child Protection 

Czech Republic Kristýna Jůzová Kotalová, Governmental expert 
for coordination of integration and adaptation 
of Ukrainian refugees 

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 

Croatia Monika Begović, Senior Expert Adviser Ministry of Labour, Pension System, 
Family and Social Policy 

Denmark Sofie Nygaard Ekstrøm, Legal Adviser    Ministry of Social Affairs, Housing and 
Senior Citizens 
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Estonia Kadi Lauri, Head of Advisory Services Unit, 
Children’s Welfare Department 

Estonian Social Insurance Board 

Finland Dr Laura Yliruka, Development Manager Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare 

France 

Daniel Mathieu, Project Manager of Ukraine 
Task Force 

General Secretariat of Ministry of Social 
Affairs 

Patricia Janissin, Deputy Director for 
International and Multilateral affairs 

Ministry of National Education and Youth 

Georgia Maka Peradze, Head of the Human Rights 
Secretariat  

Administration of the Government of 
Georgia 

Germany Alina Kuhl, National Expert Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth 

Robin Büttner, Policy Advisor Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth 

Christopher Textor, Member of the Ukraine 
Task Force 

Conference of Ministers of Education and 
Cultural Affairs 

Greece Vasileios Fragkos, Legal Expert Ministry of Migration and Asylum 

Hungary Dr Andrea Kuhl, Lawyer  Ministry of Interior 

Iceland Ottarr Olafur Proppe Ministry of Education and Children 

Ireland Des Delaney, Chief Social Worker Department of Children, Equality, 
Disability, Integration and Youth 

Lithuania Giedrė Mikalauskienė, Senior Advisor of Family 
and Child Rights Protection Group 

Ministry of Social Security and Labour 

Daina Urbonatiene, Head of Horizontal Policy 
and Project Management Group 

Ministry of Social Security and Labour  

Luxembourg Zoé Linden, Legal Adviser Ministry of National Education, Childhood 
and Youth 

Malta Darlene May Gauci, Senior Manager Ministry for Social Policy and Children’s 
Rights 

Republic of Moldova  Anastasia Gruzin, Deputy Chief Ministry of Labour and Social Protection 

Netherlands Frouke Adema, Legal Guardian/National 
Coordinator Ukraine 

Nidos 

Donna Walstra, Senior Policy Adviser Ministry of Justice 

Dr Hester de la Parra, Senior Policy Advisor on 
education for children from Ukraine 

Ministry of Education, Culture and Science 

Norway Eivind Rydland, Advisor Directorate for Children, Youth and Family 
Affairs 

Poland 
 

Piotr Kłysz, Prosecutor - Chief Specialist  Ministry of Justice 

Joanna Kocot, Expert, Team for Coordination 
Evacuation of children from Ukrainian foster 
care 

Ministry of Family, Labour and Social 
Policy 

Portugal Sónia Almeida, Child Guarantee National 
Coordinator 

National Coordination Child Guarantee 

Lia Cavaleiro National Coordination Child Guarantee 

Ana Sofia Veigas Ministry of Education 

Slovak Republic Andrej Vršanský, Member Council of the Government for Mental 
Health 

Slovenia Ružica Boškić, Secretary Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs 
and Equal opportunities 
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Sweden Laura Korhonen, Professor of child and 
adolescent psychiatry, Senior Consultant; 
Director 

Barnafrid, National Centre on Violence 
Against Children 

Switzerland Jean-Marie Bouverat, Senior Advisor Federal Social Insurance Office 

Türkiye Gülbahar Bayrak, Expert of Family and Social 
Services 

Ministry of Family and Social Services 

Zeynep Alioglu, Assistant Expert of the 
Directorate General of Child Services 

Ministry of Family and Social Services 

Ukraine Ihor Pittsyk, Deputy Director General of the 
Directorate for Overcoming Difficult Life 
Circumstances; Head of the Expert Group on 
Ensuring and Protecting Children’s Rights 

Ministry of Social Policy 

Nataliya Nikolayenko, Senior Specialist of the 
Division of Internal Cooperation on Child’s 
Rights Protection of the Department for 
Implementation of the State Family Policy 

National Social Service  

Liudmyla Protasenko, Deputy Representative  Permanent Representation of Ukraine to 
the Council of Europe 

Kateryna Novokhatnia, First Deputy Head of the 
Coordination Centre for Family Upbringing and 
Childcare Development 

Ministry of Social Affairs 

Oksana Kovalenko, Chief Specialist of the 
Department of Educational Content, Language 
Policy and Education of National Minorities, 
Directorate of School Education 

Ministry of Education and Science  

United Kingdom Sheila Shuttlewood, Team Leader, Safeguarding 
Unit 

Department of Education 

 
Representatives from international organisations 

 

Institution 
 

Name and Title 

CBSS 
Olivia Lind Haldorsson, Senior Adviser and Head of the Children 
at Risk Unit 

European Commission (DG Just) 

Angele Sears-Debono, Legal and Policy Officer 

Marie Delplace, International Relations Officer, Ukraine 
Country Desk 

 
European Union Asylum Agency (EUAA) 

Nilde Robotti, Vulnerability Officer 

Sharon Kassahun, Asylum Support Officer in the Reception and 
Vulnerability Sector 

Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) Ludovica Banfi, Project Manager 

Hague Conference on Private International Law 
(HCCH) 

Philippe Lortie, First Secretary, Lawyer 

Laura Martinez-Mora, Secretary, Lawyer 

Myriam de Hemptinne, Judge 

Nietta Keane, Trainee 

Jasmin Ethier, Trainee 

UNHCR 

Frederik Smets, Education Officer 

Delphine Leneutre, Legal Associate (Strasbourg) 

Olga Vorontsova – Mykhailova, Senior Community-Based 
Protection Officer, UNHCR Regional Bureau for Europe 
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 Sergii Lavrukhin, Community-Based Protection Officer, UNHCR 
Regional Bureau for Europe 

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child Benoit Van Keirsbilck, Member 

UNICEF ECARO Guzal Kamalova, Child Protection Specialist 

International Commission on Civil Status 
 

Nicolas Nord, Secretary General 

 

Representatives from CoE Steering Committees and Monitoring bodies 
 

Committee or Monitoring body 
 

Name and Title 

Lanzarote Committee Maria José Castello-Branco, Chairperson of the Lanzarote 
Committee, Legal Adviser at Civil Justice, Unit International 
Affairs Department, Directorate General for Justice Policy, 
Portuguese Ministry of Justice                            

European Committee for Legal Co-operation (CDCJ) Ellen Ensing, Member 

 

Representatives from Civil society organisations 
 

 
Organisation 

 

Name and Title 

Child Circle Rebecca O’Donnell, Director 

European Guardianship Network 
Rebecca O’Donnell, Policy Adviser 

Terry Smith, EGN Project Manager 

Eurochild (Hope and Homes for Children) Francesca Pisanu, EU Advocacy Officer 

Hope and Homes for Children Emmanuel Sherwin, Policy Officer 

Hope for Children Katarina Mellisari, Child Protection Coordinator 

European Network of Ombudspersons for Children 
(ENOC) 

Polina Atanasova, Principal Coordinator 

Clara Bataller  

International Social Service (ISS) 
 

Carlotta Alloero, Senior Child Protection Lawyer 

Kids in Need of Defense (KIND) Jyothi Kanics, Director, Policy and Advocacy, Europe 

La  Strada Ukraine 
 

Kateryna Cherepakha, President 

Missing Children Europe 
Alyona Samar, Project Officer for Ukraine response and cross-
border coordination 

Raoul Wallenberg Institute  
of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law 
 

Morten Kjaerum 

 

                                                                                          Experts 
 

Organisation 
 

Name 

Independent Child Protection expert, Facilitator of 
the CGU  
 

Jean-Claude Legrand  
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Council of Europe Secretariat 
 

Entity 
 

Name and Title 

Children’s Rights Division, Directorate General of 
Democracy and Human Dignity 

Regína Jensdóttir, Head of Division and Council of Europe 
Coordinator for the Rights of the Child 

Jennifer Schuetze-Reymann, Special Advisor to the Council of 
Europe Consultation Group on the Children of Ukraine 

Begüm Simsek, Junior Project Officer for CGU 

Cooperation Projects Unit, Children’s Rights 
Division, Directorate General of Democracy and 
Human Dignity 

Ovidiu Măjină, Senior Project Manager 

Execution of ECtHR Judgements, Directorate 
General Human Rights and Rule of Law 

Pavlo Pushkar, Head of Division 

PACE Secretariat Angela Garabagiu, Secretary to the Committee on Migration, 
Refugees and Displaced Persons 

Jannick Devaux, Secretary to the Committee on Social Affairs, 
Health and Sustainable Development 

Language Policy Division, Education Department Arzu Burcu Tuner, Senior Project Officer 
 

 


