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Conference of national associations of local and regional authorities 

Building a stronger grassroots democracy together 

 
Provisional list of participants 

  
 

ALBANIA / ALBANIE 
  

Other participants:   

Mr Fisnik QOSJA, Mayor of Kavaja 
 

ANDORRA / ANDORRE 
  
Youth Delegate: 

Ms Lisa CRUZ LACKNER 

 
ARMENIA / ARMÉNIE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Union of Communities of Armenia: 

Representative: 

Mr Emin YERITSYAN, President 

 National Delegation to the Congress: 

 Mr Emin YERITSYAN, Head of Delegation   

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE 

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Mr Harald SONDEREGGER, Head of Delegation  

Other participants: 

• European Capital of Democracy: 

Mr Helfried CARL 
Mr Stefan SINDELAR 

Mr Andreas KIEFER, Former Secretary General of the Congress 

 
 BELGIUM / BELGIQUE 
  
National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Brulocalis & Union des Villes et Communes Belges (ASBL): 

Representatives: 

Ms Corinne FRANÇOIS, Director  



   

 

   

 

Ms Justyna PODRAZKA (tbc) 

• Union des Villes et Communes de Wallonie 

Representative: 

Mr Tristan FRIPIAT, Councillor 

Youth Delegate:  

 Mr Boris LENNAERTZ 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE 
  
National associations of local and regional authorities:  

• Association of Municipalities and Cities of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina: 

Representative: 

Mr Mladen MIŠURIĆ - RAMLJAK, President 
  

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Ms Lidija BRADARA, Head of Delegation 

  
BULGARIA / BULGARIE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• National Association of Chairs of Municipal Councils: 

Representative: 

Mr Ventsislav SPIRDONOV, President 

Accompanying person: 

Mr Seyfi MEHMEDALI 

• National association of Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgaria: 

Representative: 

Mr Daniel PANOV, President 

Accompanying persons: 

      Ms Silviya GEORGIEVA, Executive Director 

      Ms Yana DOCHEVA 

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Ms Elena BALTADZHIEVA, Head of Delegation 

  
CROATIA / CROATIE 

  
National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Croatian Union of Municipalities: 

Representative: 

Mr Mladen PUSKARIC, Director 

 

 



   

 

   

 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE 
  

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Union of Cyprus Communities: 

Representative: 

Mr Lefteris PERIKLI, Vice-President 

• Union of Cyprus Municipalities: 

Representative: 

Mr Michalis SOCRATOUS, Director 

Youth Delegate: 

Ms Liana Liu IOANNIDES 

CZECH REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE 

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Mr. Zdenek BROZ, Head of Delegation  

ESTONIA / ESTONIE 
   
National Delegation to the Congress: 

Mr. Mihkel JUHKAMI, Head of Delegation  

FINLAND / FINLANDE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Association of Finnish Cities and Municipalities: 

Representative: 

Mr Jani KOKKO, Municipality Councillor in Muurame Municipality 

Accompanying person: 

Ms Laura PARSAMA 

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Mr Jani KOKKO, Deputy Head of Delegation 

Youth Delegate:  

Ms Maria MARKKULA 

 
FRANCE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Association des Maires de France : 

Representative: 

Mr. Xavier CADORET, Mayor of Saint-Gérand-le-Puy  

 

 



   

 

   

 

• Régions de France: 

Representative: 

Ms. Karine GLOANEC-MAURIN, Deputy Regional Councilor for Europe in Centre Val de Loire 
region 

National Delegation to the Congress:  

• Ms Mélanie LEPOULTIER, Head of Delegation   

 
GEORGIA / GEORGIE  

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• National Association of Local Authorities of Georgia (NALAG)  

Representative: 

Mr. Tengizi MTVARELISHVILI, Chairman of Telavi Municipal Council 

Accompanying person: 

Ms. Tatiana BOKUCHAVA, Deputy Executive Director 

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE 
  

National Delegation to the Congress: 

 Mr. Soeren SCHUMACHER, Head of Delegation  

GREECE / GRÈCE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Union of Greek Regions: 

Representative: 

Mr Apostolos TZITZIKOSTAS, President  

 National Delegation to the Congress: 

 Mr Konstantinos KOUKAS, Head of Delegation 

 
HUNGARY / HONGRIE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

 Association of Hungarian Local Governments: 

Representative: 

Mr György GÉMESI, President 

• Hungarian National Association of Local Authorities: 

Representative: 

Mr György ILLÉS, Deputy Mayor in Pilisszentlaszlo 

• National Association of County Local Governments: 

Representative: 

Ms Boglárka GAL BANNE, President of the County Council of Borsod-Abauj-Zemplen 

 



   

 

   

 

Accompanying persons: 

Ms Éva BALLA 

Ms Dorina DÉNES  

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Mr György ILLES, Head of the Delegation  

Youth Delegate: 

Ms Zsusza VIDÓ 

 
IRELAND / IRLANDE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

Association of Irish Local Government (AILG): 

Representative: 

Cllr Kieran O’HANLON, President  

Accompanying person: 

Mr Liam KENNY, Director  

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Mr James MOLONEY, Head of Delegation 

 
ITALY / ITALIE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Conference of Presidents of Self-Governing Regional Assemblies and Provinces: 

Representative: 

Mr Antonello AURIGEMMA, President 

• Conference of the Regions and Autonomous Provinces of Italy: 

Representative: 

Mr Francesco ROBERTI, Vice-President 

Accompanying persons: 

Ms. Linda DALL’OLIO 

Ms. Elvira GASBORRO 

• Italian Association of CEMR: 

Representative: 

      Ms Milena BERTANI, President 

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Mr Fabio TRAVAGLINI, Head of Delegation 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

  
LITHUANIA / LITUANIE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Association of Local Authorities of Lithuania: 

Representative: 

Mr Vitalijus MITROFANOVAS, Vice-President 

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Mr Gintautas GEGUZINSKAS, Head of Delegation 

  
LUXEMBOURG 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Association of Luxembourg Cities and Municipalities: 

Representative: 

Mr Emile EICHER, President  

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Mr Emile EICHER, Head of Delegation 

 

MALTA / MALTE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Local Councils Association: 

Representative: 

Mr Mario FAVA, President 

Accompanying person: 

Ms Leanne CASSAR 

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Mr Mario FAVA, Head of Delegation 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / RÉPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA 

National associations of local and regional authorities:  

• Congress of Local Authorities of Moldova  
Representative:  
Mr Viorel FURDUI, Executive Director and Local councillor in Straseni municipality  

 

Youth Delegate: 

Mr Grigore RÎNJA 

MONTENEGRO / MONTÉNÉGRO  

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Union of municipalities of Montenegro: 

Representative: 

Mr Samir AGOVIC, Mayor of Petnjica 



   

 

   

 

NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Association of Netherlands Municipalities: 

Representative: 

Mr Ap REINDERS, Mayor of Stichtse Vecht 

Accompanying persons: 

Mr Joris BENGEVOORD 

Ms Merel BENTSIK 

• Association of Provinces of the Netherlands:  

Representative: 

Mr Arthur VAN DIJK, King’s Commissioner in the Province of Noord-Holland 

Accompanying persons: 

Mr Rob VAN EIJKEREN 

      Mr Bas VAN DE MEERENDONK 

Other participants: 

Mr Leendert Verbeek, Former President of the Congress 

  
NORTH MACEDONIA / MACÉDOINE DU NORD 

  

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Association of the Units of Local Self-Government of the Republic of North Macedonia 

Representative: 

Mr. Orce GJORGJIEVSKI, President 

Accompanying persons: 

Ms. Dusica PERISIC, Executive Director 

Mr. Kiril MITREVSKI 

 

NORWAY / NORVÈGE 
  

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities: 

Representative: 

Ms. Gunn Marit HELGESEN, President  

Accompanying person: 

Mr. Knut HJORTH-JOHANSEN 

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Ms Gunn Marit HELGESEN, Head of Delegation 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

POLAND / POLOGNE 
  

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Association of Polish Cities: 

Representative: 

Mr Jakub MAZUR, Deputy Mayor of Wroclaw 

Accompanying person: 

Mr Andrzej PORAWSKI, Executive Director 

PORTUGAL 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• National Association of Freguesias: 

Representative: 

Ms Olga FREIRE, President of the Parish Council of Maia 

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Association of Romanian Municipalities:  

Representatives: 

Mr. Ionut-Florin PUCHEANU, Mayor of Galati 

Mr Ion LUNGU, Mayor of Suceava 

• Association of Romanian Towns: 

Representative: 

Mr. Adrian TEBAN, President 

Accompanying persons: 

Mr Marius URSACIUC 

Mr Angel GHEORGHIU  

• Romanian Association of Communes: 

Representative: 

Mr Sergiu ȚÂRA, Executive President  

Accompanying person: 

Mr Adrian MIROIU-LAMBA, Executive Director 

Youth Delegate:  

Ms Elina ROTARU 

 
SLOVAK REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE 

  
National associations of local and regional authorities:  

• Association of Towns and Communities of Slovakia 

Representative: 

Mr Maroš SAGAN, President  



   

 

   

 

Accompanying persons: 

Ms. Zuzana SPACEKOVA, Director General  

Mr. Martin ČERVENKA, Vice President   

National Delegation to the Congress:  

Mr Maroš SAGAN, Head of Delegation 

 
SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Association of Municipalities and Towns of Slovenia 

Representative: 

Mr Gregor MACEDONI, President 

SPAIN / ESPAGNE 

National associations of local and regional authorities:  

• Association of Basque Municipalities (EUDEL): 

Representative: 

Ms Esther APRAIZ FERNÁNDEZ LA PEÑA, President 

Accompanying person: 

Ms Maria del MAR ZABALA MARDARAS, General Director  

• Spanish Federation of Municipalities and Provinces (FEMP): 

Representative: 

Mr Conrado ESCOBAR LAS HERAS, Mayor of Logroño 

Accompanying persons: 

Mr Francisco DÍAZ LATORRE 

Ms Mercedes SÁNCHEZ SALIDO 

  

SWEDEN / SUÈDE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions: 

Representative: 

Mr Anders HENRIKSSON, President 

Accompanying persons: 

Mr Leif SANDBERG, Vice-President 

Mr Torbjörn CONON 

  
SWITZERLAND / SUISSE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Association of Swiss Municipalities: 

Representatives: 

Ms Christine CHEVALLEY, Mayor of Veytaux 



   

 

   

 

Mr Matthias GYSIN, Municipal Councillor in Duggingen 

• Conference of Cantonal Governments: 

Representative: 

Mr Norman GOBBI, Councillor for the Canton of Ticino 

Accompanying person: 

Mr Patrick MATTHEY 

  
TÜRKIYE 

National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Marmara Municipalities Union (MMU):  

Representative: 

Mr Hasan AKGÜN, Vice-President 

Accompanying persons: 

Ms Esra DIRI 

Mr Mehmet Cemil ARSLAN 

Ms Burchuchan ŞENER 

• Union of Turkish Municipalities (UMT): 

Representative: 

Mr Ekrem İMAMOĞLU, President 

Accompanying persons: 

Ms. Ayşe ÜNLÜCE, Mayor of Eskişehir  

Mr. Suat YILDIZ, Secretary General 

Sn. Mustafa Osman TURAN, Ambassador (R) & Foreign Relations Advisor to the Mayor 

Ms. Gülfem KIRAÇ KELEŞ, Director of Foreign Relations of UMT 

Mr. Mustafa AKIN, Director of Security – Mayor's Office 

Mr. Zilan KARAKURT, Press Relations Coordinator at Mayor's Office 

Mr. Cahit YÜCE, Press – Mayor's Office 

Mr. Onur GÜNAL, Photographer – Mayor's Office 

Mr. Muhammed Veysel TAŞDEMİR, Security Staff 

Mr. Çağatay Emre KILINÇ, Foreign Relations Expert - UMT 

Ms. Ayşe Şule AKTAŞ, Foreign Relations Expert - UMT 

Ms. Dilara DİLMEN, Interpreter (Turkish – English, TBC) 

 
Other participants: 

• Defne SOYER 

 
UKRAINE  

National associations of local and regional authorities 

• All-Ukrainian Association of Amalgamated Territorial Communities: 

Representative: 



   

 

   

 

Tbc 
 

• All-Ukrainian Association of Communities: 

Representative: 

Mr Serhii ZAMIDRA, First Deputy Chairman  
 

• Association of Ukrainian Cities: 

Representative: 

Mr Vitali KLITSCHKO, President  

Accompanying person: 

Ms Oksana PRODAN  

• Ukrainian Association of District and Regional Councils: 

Representative: 

Ms Tetiana IEHOROVA – LUTSENKO, President 

Accompanying persons: 

Mr Yurii DROZD, Head of Kirovohrad Regional Council 

Mr Anatolii PIDHORNYI, Head of Cherkasy Regional Council 

Mr Mykola LUKASHUK, Head of Dnipropetrovsk Regional Council 

Mr Viktor MUDRYI, Head of Kryvyi Rih District Council of Dnipropetrovsk Region 

Mr Oleksandr VASYLENKO, Head of Cherkasy District Council of Cherkasy Region 

Mr Roman RESHETNIAK, Head of Starobilsk District Council of Luhansk Region 

Ms Vitaliia SHVETS, UAROR representative in the European Committee of the Regions 

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Ms Liliia PASHYNNA, Head of Delegation 

Youth Delegate: 

Ms Sofiia BOHDANOVA  

  
UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI 

  
National associations of local and regional authorities: 

• Convention of Scottish Local Authorities: 

Representative: 

Ms Shona MORRISON, President 

Accompanying persons: 

Mr James FOWLIE, Director 

Ms Judith MACGREGOR 

• Local Government Association – European and International Unit (UK): 

Representative: 
Ms Bryony RUDKIN, Councillor of the Ipswich Borough Council 

 

• Northern Ireland Local Government Association: 

Representative: 



   

 

   

 

Ms Allison BENNINGTON, President 

Accompanying persons: 

Ms Lisa O’KANE 

• Welsh Government Local Association (WLGA): 

Representative: 

Mr. Anthony HUNT, Deputy Presiding Officer 

Accompanying persons: 

Ms Naomi ALLEYNE 

Ms Paula WALTERS  

 

National Delegation to the Congress: 

Bryony RUDKIN, Head of Delegation 
  
Youth Delegate:  

Ms Alicia Ann BLOUNT 
 

   
MOROCCO / MAROC  

National associations of local and regional authorities 

• Association des régions du Maroc: 

Representative: 

Ms Mbarka BOUAIDA, President  

• Association Marocaine des Présidents des Conseils Communaux: 

Representative: 

Mr Mounir LYMOURI, President 

• Association Marocaine des Présidents des Conseils des Préfectures et Provinces: 

Representative: 

Mr Abdelaziz DEROUICHE, President  

National Delegation to the Congress:  

• Ms Mbarka BOUAIDA, Head of Delegation 

 
EUROPEAN ASSOCIATIONS/ASSOCIATIONS EUROPÉENNES 

• Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR) 

Representatives: 

Ms Gunn-Marit HELGESEN, President 

Mr Fabrizio ROSSI, Secretary General 

• Network of associations of local authorities of South-East Europe (NALAS) 

Representative 

Kelmend ZAJAZI, Executive Director 



   

 

   

 

SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS (in order of appearance in the programme) 
 
Mr. Marc COOLS, President of the Congress 
 
Mr. Arnoldas ABRAMAVIČIUS, Vice-Minister of Interior, on behalf of the Lithuanian Presidency of the 
Committee of Ministers 
 
Mr. Bjørn BERGE, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe 
 
Mr. Ekrem İMAMOĞLU, President of the Union of Municipalities of Türkiye and Mayor of Istanbul 
 
Ms. Gunn Marit HELGESEN, President of the Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities, 
Chair of CEMR and Member of the County Council of Telemark 
 
Mr. Bernd VÖEHRINGER, President of the Chamber of Local Authorities of the Congress and Mayor 
of Sindelfingen (Germany) 
 
Ms. Svenja SCHHULZE, Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development of Germany 
(video message) 
 
Mr. Vitali KLITSCHKO, President of the Association of Ukrainian Cities and Mayor of Kyiv 
 
Ms. Tetiana YEHOROVA – LUTSENKO, Chair of the Ukrainian Association of District and Regional 
Councils and Chair of the Karkiv regional Council 
 
Mr. Vadym BOICHENKO, Mayor of Mariupol 
 
Mr. Markyan KLIUCHKOVSKYI, Executive Director of the Register of Damage caused by the Russian 
Federation to Ukraine - Council of Europe 
 
Mr. Tunc SOYER, President of the Chamber of Regions of the Congress 
 
Mr. Tomáš BOČEK, Vice-Governor of the Council of Europe Development Bank 
 
Ms. Bryony RUDKIN, Chair of the Congress Committee on Social Inclusion and Human Dignity and 
councillor at Ipswich Borough Council (UK) 
 
Ms. Eirini DOUROU, Member of the Greek Parliament and former Congress spokesperson on gender 
equality 
 
Mr. Stewart DICKSON, Chairman of the Council for Democratic Elections - Council of Europe - and 
Member of the Northern Ireland Assembly 
 
Mr. Tobias FLESSENKEMPER, Head of Youth Department - Council of Europe 
 
Mr. Konstantinos KOUKAS, Congress Spokesperson on the ELDW and municipal councillor of 
Mykonos (Greece) 
 
Ms. Corinne FRANCOIS, Director of the Association Ville et Communes de Bruxelles (Belgium) 
 
Ms. Dovile ADAMONYTE, member of the local council of Birštonas (Lithuania) 
 
Ms. Mélanie LEPOULTIER, Deputy Permanent Rapporteur of the Congress on Human Rights and 
General Councillor for Calvados (France) 
 
Mr. Jakub MAZUR, Deputy-Mayor of Wroclav (Poland) 
 
Ms. Ji-Soo YOON, Policy analyst, OECD 
 
Ms. Véronique BERTHOLLE, Congress spokesperson on youth and deputy mayor of Strasbourg (tbc) 



   

 

   

 

 
Mr. Fabrizio ROSSI, Secretary General of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR) 
 
Mr. Kelmend ZAJAZI, Executive Director of the Network of associations of local authorities of South-
East Europe (NALAS)  
 
 
PARTICIPANTS FROM THE CONGRESS BUREAU  
 

Mr. Marc COOLS 

Mr. Tunc SOYER  

Mr. Bernd VOEHRINGER 

Ms. Gunn Marit HELGESEN 

Mr. Xavier CADORET 

Mr. Jani KOKKO 

Mr. Harald SONDEREGGER 

Ms. Sevdia UGREKHELIDZE 

Mr. Mario FAVA 

Mr. Konstantinos KOUKAS 

Ms. Bryony RUDKIN 

Ms. Stewart DICKSON 

Ms. Svitlana BOHATYRCHUK KRYVKO 

 

YOUTH DELEGATES (speakers, moderators and video creators) 
 
Ms. Alicia Ann BLOUNT (United Kingdom) 
 
Ms. Sofiia BOHDANOVA (Ukraine) 
 
Ms. Lisa CRUZ LACKNER (Andorra) 
 
Ms. Liana IOANNIDES (Cyprus) 
 
Mr. Boris LENNAERTZ (Belgium) 
 
Ms. Maria MARKKULA (Finland)  
 
Mr. Grigore RÎNJA (Moldova) 
 
Ms. Elina ROTARU (Romania) 
 
Ms. Zsusza VIDÓ (Hungary) 
 
 


