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Dear Mr Bastrykin,

| am writing to you concerning the case of Mr Salman Tepsurkayev, a 19-year old chat moderator on
the 1ADAT news channel on Telegram. According to several reliable sources, Mr Tepsurkayev was
abducted by Chechen police officers early in September this year and subsequently detained in police
premises in Grozny, Chechnya, where he was subjected to sexual violence and torture by police
officers. On 10 September, | stated that this abduction was a serious human rights violation that could
not go unpunished and called on the Russian authorities to take immediate action to ensure his safety
and to conduct a prompt and effective investigation into this case resulting in proper punishment for
those responsible.

| understand that all the credible information and facts concerning this case, collected by non-
governmental sources, particularly the NGO Committee Against Torture, and then shared with me, have
been duly communicated to the relevant investigating authorities. According to European human rights
standards and the well-established case-law of the European Court of Human Rights, the
unacknowledged detention of an individual may be life-threatening. In particular, the Court has already
found repeatedly that the Russian authorities bear the responsibility for the detention of individuals in
Chechnya which has not been acknowledged by the authorities and has subsequently led to their
enforced disappearance. Furthermore, the information received about the sexual violence and torture
to which Mr Tepsurkayev was subjected after his abduction indicate that his life and health are still in
danger.

More than two months after the abduction, Mr Tepsurkayev’s whereabouts are still unknown. | am very
concerned about his fate and | strongly believe that urgent action should be taken to prevent his
enforced disappearance, and to ensure that he is safe and his human rights are properly safeguarded.
| also attach paramount importance to combating impunity for serious human rights violations - a
systemic problem that has been prevalent in Chechnya for many years.*

Against this background, | would be grateful if you could inform me about any action taken by the
investigating authorities to establish the whereabouts of Mr Tepsurkayev and ensure his safety. | would
strongly urge you, if needed, to ensure that he receives medical assistance and access to his lawyer. |
would also ask to be notified about the progress of the investigations into this case, especially in the
light of the evidence and information collected and submitted to the investigating authorities by the
Committee Against Torture concerning the involvement of Chechen police officers in Mr Tepsurkayev’s
abduction.

| am willing to provide any assistance, in accordance with my mandate, to promote the effective
implementation of Council of Europe standards related to human rights protection, and | look forward
to engaging in continued constructive dialogue with you.

Yours sincerely,
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Dunja Mijatovi¢

1 See the Commissioner’s work on the human rights situation in the Russian Federation:
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/country-monitoring/russian-federation
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Courtesy/unofficial translation
HeogbuyuanbHbil nepesod

I-Hy AnekcaHapy BacTpbikuHy
Mpencepatento CnepgcreeHHoro Komurteta
Poccuinckon denepaumm

Ctpacbypr, 13 Hos6pst 2020 r.
YBaxaembi rocnognH bacTpbikuH,

O6pawatock kK Bam no noeogy gena r-Ha CanmaHa Tencypkaea, 19-Tu neTHero mogeparopa yarta
HoBocTHoro Tenerpam kaHana 1ALAT. CornacHoO HEKOTOPbLIM 3acnyXMBaKLWUM A0OBEPUS UCTOYHMKAM
B Hayane ceHTaAbpsi 3Toro roga r-H TencypkaeB Oblfl MOXWLLEH COTPYOHUKaAMWU NOnAuuun YeyHn u
BMOCneaCTBUM COAEPKANCs B CIyXeOHbIX MOMEeLLEeHMAX NonuumMm B Fpo3HOM, rae cCoTpyaHMKN NOMULIMK
noaBepranu ero cekcyanbHOMY Hacumnuio 1 nbitkam. 10 ceHTA0ps 9 BbiNyCTUa 3asBneHme 0 TOM, YTO
3TO MOXMLUEHME SIBNSIETCA CEPbE3HbIM HapyLUEHWEM MpaB YerioBeka, KOTOpoe Henb3s OCTaBNATb
Ge3HakasaHHbIM. A Takke npu3Bana Bnactm Poccuu NpuHATL He3laMepnuTenbHble OENCTBUS MO
obecneyeHnto GesonacHoCTK r-Ha TencypkaeBa U MPOBEOEHUI0 CBOEBPEMEHHOTO U 3hEKTMBHOIO
paccrnefoBaHusi 3TOro Aena, KoTopoe npmeeso 6kl K COOTBETCTBYOLLEMY HAKa3aHWUIO BUHOBHbIX.

Hackonbko s noHuMakw, BCA  WHGopmauma no  daktam 3Toro  gena, cobpaHHas
HenpaBUTENbCTBEHHBIMU UCTOYHUKaMM, B YacTHocTU: HKO «KomuteT MpoTumB MNMbITOK», KOMWIO KOTOPOWN
OHW Takke npefocTaBunmn MHe, Gbina Hagnexawmm obpasom nepegaHa COOTBETCTBYIOLLMM OpraHam
cnegcteus. CornacHo EBponeickum ctaHgapTam B 06nactu npas YernoBeka v YCTOABLUENCS NpaKkTuKe
EBponerickoro cyga no npasBam 4ernoBeka HenpusHaHHOe BMacTsAMU codepaHue yenoBeka nog
CTPaXenW MOXeT CuMTaTbCA yrpoXxawwmm ero xusHu. B yvactHoctn, Cyg yxXe HeoaHOKpaTHO
yCTaHaBnMBarn OTBETCTBEHHOCTb BnacTen Poccuiickon ®efepalimm 3a cogepxaHme nof cTpaxemn nui
B YeuHe, KOTOpOE He NMpu3HaBanochb BracTsiMW, YTO BNOCNEACTBUN NPUBOAMIMO K HACUMbCTBEHHOMY
NUCYEe3HOBEHU0 3TUX nuu. Kpome TOro, uHopmaumsa O ceKkCyarbHOM HacummMuM M MbiTKax r-Ha
TencypkaeBa nocne ero NOXULLIEHNs CBMAETENBLCTBYET O TOM, YTO €ro XW13Hb 1 340POBLE OCTAKTCH B
ONacHOCTMW.

CnycTda 6onee 4yem oBa MecsLa C MOMEHTa ero NoXMLLIEHNS CBEAEHWNS O er0 MECTOHaXOXAEHNN A0 CUX
Mop He u3BECTHbI. S kpanHe obecrnokoeHa ero cyabLbon n nonarat, YTo He06XOAMMO MPeanpPUHATL
CPOYHble [OeWCTBMSA Anst Toro, 4ToObl MNMpegoTBpaTUTb €ro HaCWUITbCTBEHHOE WCHE3HOBEHWE U
obecneuntb ero 6e3onacHOCTb M cobnoaeHne ero npas. A Takke Npugar KpanHe BaKHOE 3HaYeHue
HeobxoamMMocTn 6Gopbbbl ¢ 6Ge3Haka3aHHOCTBIO 3a COBeplUaeMble Cepbe3Hble HapylleHWs npas
Yyenoseka - npobneme, CTaBLUEN CUCTEMHOM U LUMPOKO pacnpoCcTpaHeHHON B YeyHe Ha cerogHsLWHUI
AeHb.!

C y4yeToMm BCero BbILIEMN3NOXEHHOrO, s Obina Obl kpavHe npu3HaTtenbHa Bam 3a npegocTaBneHune
MHdopMaLMM O OeWCTBUSIX, NpeanpvHUMAEMbIX CrEeACTBEHHbIMM OpraHamMmy AN YCTaHOBIEHWS
MECTOHaxOoXaeHus r-Ha TencypkaeBa n obecnedeHus ero 6esonacHoctu. B cnyyae ecnu ato Oyget
HeobxoaMMbIM, s1 Obl HAacTOATENBHO Npu3biBana Bac k Tomy, 4Tobbl emy Obin NpegoCcTaBneH OCTYN K
MEOULMHCKON MOMOLLM M MPaBOBOW 3aliMTe CBOUM afBokaToMm. A Obl Takke xoTena nony4uTb
MHGOpMaLMIO MO NOBOAMMOMY paccrnefoBaHMIO AaHHOro Aena, ocobeHHO B CBETE MHopMauun u
[oKas3aTtenbCTB NpuU4acTtHOCTU COTPYAOHWKOB nonuumn YeyHn k NoXuweHm r-Ha TencypKaeBa,
cobpaHHON 1 NpeaoCcTaBneHHON cneacTBeHHbIM opraHam KomuTteTtom MpoTtue MbiTok.

Co cBoeli CTOpPOHbI 4 roToBa nNpegocTaBuUTb NOOYHD MOMOLWb B pamMKax CBOMX MOMHOMOYMA Ans
adhcpbekTnBHOM peanunsaumm ctangaptos Coseta EBponbl No 3awmuTe npaBam vyenoseka. Hagetoch Ha
NpPOAOIMKEHNE KOHCTPYKTUBHOIO Auanora ¢ Bamu.

C yBaxeHuewMm,

OyHsa Munatosuy

1 Bonee noapobHo o paboTe Komuccapa B Poccuiickoin degepauum:
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/country-monitoring/russian-federation
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