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President 
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe 
Council of Europe 
Avenue de l'Europe 
67000 Strasbourg 

 
Metz, 4 June, 2021 
 
Subject: Patronage of the Metz 2021 Marathon - European Symposium in Metz. 
 
 
Dear President, 
 
The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe granted its 
patronage to the Metz Marathon for its 2019 and 2020 editions. 
 
The October 2020 event had to be postponed, due to the pandemic, to October 10, 2021. 
 
As a reminder, this patronage was developed, for the 2019 edition, in several ways: 
 
- The organization in Metz, in the prestigious site of the Arsenal, of a symposium on the 
theme "Local democracy facing the requirements of sustainable development and climate 
change". 
 
- The creation of a new race within the Metz marathon: "The European Running Challenge", 
inviting European athletes to run together. 
 
- An information stand for the general public in the official village of the event. 
 
 
This was combined with a very wide communication on the work of the Congress of Local 
and Regional Authorities, its mission, its commitments and its presence in Metz, both at 
regional and national level. 
 
This patronage proved to be a great success. The quality of the conference was praised by 
all participants, elected officials, experts and representatives of associations present, the 
"European Running Challenge" welcomed nearly 400 participants from 11 different 
nationalities, and the stand in the village was well attended throughout the weekend. 
 
The press has widely echoed this patronage, in a positive way. 
 
This is why I have the honour of asking you to renew this patronage for the 2021 edition of 
the Metz Marathon. 
 
This would be under the same conditions as for 2019, namely : 
 
- The organization of a European symposium on the sidelines of the sporting event. The 
choice of the 
theme is up to you, but could be centered around the SDGs, feedback on their 
implementation, examples of implementation... 
 
- The renewal of the "European Running Challenge" race and the presence of the Congress 
of Local and Regional Authorities, in contact with the general public through a stand in the 
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official village. 
 
All the costs of organizing these elements would of course be covered by the Metz 
Marathon association and the city of Metz (logistics, promotion and communication, 
interpreting...). 
 
We naturally have the active support of the local authorities for this initiative: the city of 
Metz and 
the Eurometropole of Metz. 
 
I would like to draw your attention to the commitment of the city of Metz in the field of 
urban ecology and sustainable development, in particular through the European Institute 
of Ecology; and its numerous initiatives in the field of participatory democracy. 
 
This is why Metz is often cited as a reference and has received numerous awards in these 
fields and fully justifies this patronage and the holding of this symposium. 
 
The initiative that you have agreed to support in 2019 has aroused real enthusiasm, 
including at the level of national and European sports authorities. 
 
Sport as a tool, in the service of democracy and awareness-raising of elected officials and 
the general public with regard to the major issues of our future. 
 
I remain at your disposal, and that of your services, for any additional information; and I 
look forward to your reply, which I hope will be positive. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Hubert Ehrminger 
President of the Metz Marathon 
 
 
 
 
Hubert Ehrminger 
President of the Metz Marathon 
7 rue Jeanne d'Arc - 57280 Sémécourt 
T. 06 08 70 11 13 
C. hubert.ehrminger@gmail.com 
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