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The European ground squirrel (or souslik) is
a permanent ground dwelling rodent of
short grass meadows. Its relatives can be
found all over the world where large
herbivores maintain short grass pastures,
such as prairie dogs, marmots, and many
other souslik species.




The souslik plays an important role in the
biotic community of grasslands, contributing
to their diversity by digging burrows and by
its feeding habits. It is also an important
prey animal. It is particularly important for
two rare species birds of prey, the imperial
eagle and the saker falcon.




EXTANT (RESIDENT) ‘ b 9N,
B ExTANT & REINTRODUCED (RESIDENT)

The European souslik (Spermophilus citellus) is a species with a central
and eastern European distribution, extinct in Poland and Germany, with
very small populations in the Czech Republic, Austria, Slovakia
(currently being reintroduced in Poland). It is also sporadic in Hungary.

cffgj ,_; s_“ LB Sl B o The species is listed as endangered on the IUCN Red List and its

population trend is decreasing. It is also on the European Union's list of
Species of Community Importance (Annex Il and IV) and is a strictly
protected species in Hungary.










Map of Tihany in the 1950s

T Almost the whole peninsula was
. a pasture with a huge souslik
< population. Farmers tried to
- eradlcate the souslik, but this
d|d not have a real impact on
' the population size.
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The characteristics of the Tihany site:
- species-rich grassland vegetation;
- significant souslik population dating back over over centuries;
- - low predator pressure due to proximity to the village;
- the national park's own hungarian grey cattle grazing since 2000 on the target area of 15 ha










{8 L V29
o 2
A LAET Ty




\

:
: L




5




n
|

-

-~




e T
; ‘!‘”l"—'-lb-—-.h».
.ol A
L

s | Bt s |

From the box traps, we let the sousliks directly into the drilled holes and
then temporarily close the openings from above with the trap.
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(LIFEY pject has given
us import e on the
genetic relatit atus of the
- souslik populations and their health. We
g her dev










any is a very popular place to §/i§ ‘\‘ -
pasture with sousliks and grey cattles
welcomes up to several hundred visitors z
day. A nature trail has been set up, one of its
signs can be seen here. In principle, the
ion of natur values is an important
rvation work, and sites of high
articularly suitable for this,




The slide shows what the google
search returns for the words ,tihany
(souslik).
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urgeles #thany #ur za Urge, © g Tihanyi Urgék Etet Urg ato a Tiha tihanyi urge - YouTube
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