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FRA’s work on the EU Charter

▪ Data collection, analysis and research

▪ Development of tools and material

▪ Providing expertise and support to EU institutions 

▪ Capacity building for NHRIs

▪ Cooperation with EJTN and bar and law societies 

▪ Community of Charter experts

▪ 2nd Annual Online CharterXchange 9-11 December



Fundamental Rights Report 2024: Charter chapter

• Absence of a Charter right in national law:

• Bulgaria (same-sex marriages)

• The Charter as an interpretative tool: 

• Cyprus (data protection)

• Ireland (asylum)

• The Charter affected the validity of national law:

• Germany and Italy (European Arrest Warrant)

• Disapplication of national law:

• France (right to paid annual leave)

• Charter used together with ECHR: Belgium and Slovakia

• Problems in accessibility of the justice sector (Art. 47 Charter)

➢ https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2024/fundamental-rights-report-2024

https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2024/fundamental-rights-report-2024


Country sheets

• https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/eu-
charter-fundamental-rights-use-and-added-value-
eu-member-states

• Examples of the Charter’s use for each 
Member State. 

• Constitutional law relevance

• Links to the national case law which has a 
direct reference to the Charter

• The Charter added value

• Comparison to ECHR and national catalogue 
of fundamental rights

https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/eu-charter-fundamental-rights-use-and-added-value-eu-member-states
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/eu-charter-fundamental-rights-use-and-added-value-eu-member-states
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/eu-charter-fundamental-rights-use-and-added-value-eu-member-states


Charter Handbook

• https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/applying-
charter-fundamental-rights-european-union-law-and-
policymaking-national

• Based on CJEU case law

• Short & Concise

• Checklist for applicability of Charter

• Checklist for Charter compliance

• Available in all EU languages

https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/applying-charter-fundamental-rights-european-union-law-and-policymaking-national
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/applying-charter-fundamental-rights-european-union-law-and-policymaking-national
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/applying-charter-fundamental-rights-european-union-law-and-policymaking-national


Charter Guidance checklist

Article 51 of the Charter - Field of 
application

1. The provisions of this Charter are 
addressed to the institutions, bodies, 
offices and agencies of the Union with 
due regard for the principle of 
subsidiarity and to the Member States 
only when they are implementing Union 
law. They shall therefore respect the 
rights, observe the principles and 
promote the application thereof in 
accordance with their respective powers 
and respecting the limits of the powers of 
the Union as conferred on it in the 
Treaties.



Charter case studies – Trainer’s manual

• https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2022/charter-
case-studies-trainers-manual

• This trainer’s manual aims at providing guidance 
on both the organisation and the implementation 
of such trainings based on a series of case 
studies, which will be extended in the future.

• 8 Practical case studies

• How to use the manual, facts, the law, questions, 
background info for trainers

• For Charter trainers

• Available in BG, CZ, DT, EL, EN, FR, DE, DT, HU, HR, 
IT, LV, PL, RO, ES, SI, SK (in all EU languages by the 
end of 2023 )

https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2022/charter-case-studies-trainers-manual
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2022/charter-case-studies-trainers-manual


FRA e-learning

https://e-learning.fra.europa.eu/

https://e-learning.fra.europa.eu/


Charter e-learning course

• https://e-learning.fra.europa.eu/ 

• Charter e-guidance: 10 concrete examples

• Charter videos

• Handbook on the applicability of the Charter

• Trainers’ area

• Now available in BG, CZ, HR, IT, LV, PL, RO, SK, SL DE, 
EL, FR, HU and ES

• Try it out!

Username: charter@fra.europa.eu

Password: Charter@2000

9

https://e-learning.fra.europa.eu/
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/applying-charter-fundamental-rights-european-union-law-and-policymaking-national


Charterpedia

https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter

• National and European case law

• Relevant national constitutional provisions, EU 
law, international law

• Parliamentary debates

• Academic references



Case law database

https://fra.europa.eu/en/case-law-database

Search tool of case law with direct references to 
the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights from

• Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU)

• European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)

• a selection of national case law from all EU 
Member States.

https://fra.europa.eu/en/case-law-database


Charter App

https://fra.europa.eu/en/charterapp



EU Fundamental Rights Information System (EFRIS) 

https://fra.europa.eu/en/databases/efris/

https://fra.europa.eu/en/databases/efris/


HELP  course on the ECHR 
and Charter interplay

• EU-funded

• Developed by the CoE HELP in collaboration 
with FRA and the European Commission.

• 4 modules

• In English + more translations coming

• Published – July 2023

• https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/course/ind
ex.php?categoryid=1246 

14

https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/course/index.php?categoryid=1246
https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/course/index.php?categoryid=1246


ECHR/FRA joint factsheets

• https://ks.echr.coe.int/web/echr-ks/echr-eu 

• ECtHR / FRA cooperation 

• Focus on areas where EU law is prominent in ECtHR case law and where coherence 
between EU law and ECHR law is of particular importance.

• Relevant case law presented in a short and concise way

https://ks.echr.coe.int/web/echr-ks/echr-eu


Overview of all FRA Charter materials
https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter/fra-charter-resources  
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https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter/fra-charter-resources


Criminal detention database 
2015-2022

• Information on detention conditions in all 27 
EU Member States  + UK

• National and international standards, case 
law and monitoring reports 

• Cell space, sanitary conditions, access to 
healthcare and protection against violence

• https://fra.europa.eu/en/databases/criminal-
detention/



ANTI-MUSLIM HATRED 
DATABASE 2012-2022

• International and national case law and 
decisions. 

• Findings of national human rights bodies 

• Reports, studies and statistics 

• Victims' support organisations 

• In EU Member States, Albania, Serbia and 
North Macedonia. Data for the United 
Kingdom exists up to 2019.

• https://fra.europa.eu/en/databases/anti-
muslim-hatred/



Other FRA publications and 
activities of interest

• Upcoming research outputs: 

- Loss of life and ill treatment at borders – Ten points for effective national 
investigations

- Digitalisation of justice: fundamental rights guidance

• https://fra.europa.eu/en/news-and-events/fra-calendar-2024 

https://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2024/digitalisation-justice-fundamental-rights-guidance
https://fra.europa.eu/en/news-and-events/fra-calendar-2024


FRA project: Digitalisation of justice: fundamental rights guidance

• Qualitative research (a mix of desk research and interviews) in 7 EU Member States (AT, EE, FR, IT, 
LV, PL, PT) on the digitalisation of justice and fundamental rights. 

• Increasing importance of digitalisation in the justice field and effective safeguards to ensure full 
respect for fundamental rights.

• FRA will examine various concrete examples of digital tools and systems, ranging from remote court 
hearings, electronic filing and exchange systems, to tools making use of AI.

• Outcome: practical guidance for EU institutions and EU Member States on fundamental rights 
safeguards.

• When: the second half of 2025.

• Fundamental rights focus: access to justice, defence rights, non-discrimination, privacy and data 
protection.

• See project webpage for more information
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https://fra.europa.eu/de/project/2024/digitalisation-justice-fundamental-rights-guidance#:~:text=FRA%20will%20map%20and%20explore,criminal%2C%20civil%20and%20administrative%20justice.
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facebook.com/fundamentalrights

twitter.com/EURightsAgency

linkedin.com/company/eu-fundamental-rights-agency

fra.europa.eu

Thank you!

FRA – EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

Schwarzenbergplatz 11 – 1040 Vienna – Austria

T +43 158030-0 – F +43 158030-699

sanja.jovicic@fra.europa.eu
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