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* Questionnaire adopted by the T-CY at its 32nd N o
Plenary (June 2025) Ssboury, France

Cybercrime Convention Committee (T-CY)

Working Group on cyberbullying and other forms of online violence, especially
against women and children

* Builds on the findings of the T-CY Mapping Study
on cyberviolence (2018)
Mapping study on cyberviolence

with recommendations adopted by the T-CY on 9 July 2018

www.coe.int/cybercrime
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* Thematic areas
* Racism and xenophobia
* Online sexual exploitation and abuse of children
* Violence against women
e Trafficking in human beings
* Cyberviolence against journalists

e Structure
* Domestic legislation
* Domestic case law
* National strategies and policies
* Research initiatives and victim support mechanisms

Important clarification: not to assess Parties to the Convention in terms of measures taken regarding

cyberviolence.

www.coe.int/cybercrime
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Cyberviolence

Home Cyberviolence at a glance - Themes ~ Legislation « Initiatives, polides, strategies Resources = Cyberaime website

You are heres  Cyie

Legislation on cyberviolence

Governments have adopted a wide range of legal and other responses and the international community has adopted
numerous binding and non-binding instruments on the protection of children and on violence against women or family

violence.

Most of these are not specifically aimed at cyberviolence but can be applied off- and online.

This section presents infermation on domestic legislation and policies, as well as binding and soft law instruments at the international level.

Domestic legislation on cyberviolence International instruments

www.coe.int/cybercrime
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Domestic legislation on cyberviolence
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Domestic legislation on cyberviolence

* 1600 entries
e (Centralised & filterable database

* “See multiple domestic legislation”

Cyberviolence against women v

France v

B ) France

Cyberviolence against women

Psychological violence/cyber harassment

Le cyberharcélement est réprimé en tant que forme aggravée de
harcélement moral, conformément & I'article 222-33-2-2 du code pénal

Il est défini comme le fait d'harceler une personne par des propos ou
comportements répétés ayant pour objet ou pour effet une dégradation de
ses conditions de vie se traduisant par une altération de sa santé physigue
ou mentale.

Les faits sont punis de 2 ans d'emprisonnement et de 30 000 euros
d'amende lorsquils ont €t€ commis par ['utilisation d'un service de
communication au public en ligne ou par le biais d'un support numérique
ou électronique.

Les mémes peines sont applicables lorsque les faits ont &té commis sur
une personne dont la particuliére vulnérabilité, due  son 3ge, & une
maladie, & une infirmité, & une déficience physique ou psychigue ou & un
état de grossesse, est apparente ou connue de leur auteur.

De plus, 'article 222-17 du code pénal dispose que la menace de
commettre un crime ou un délit contre les personnes dont la tentative est
punissable est punie de & mois d'empriscnnement et de 7 500 euras
d'amende lorsqu'elle est, soit réitérée, soit matérialisée par un écrit, une
image ou tout autre objet.

La peine est portée 3 3 ans d'emprisonnement et a 45 000 euros d'amende
'l s'agit d'une menace de mMort.

En outre, Farticle 222-18-3 du code penal prévoit que lorsqu'elles sont
commises par le conjoint ou le concubin de Iz victime ou le partenaire lié &
la victime par un pacte civil de solidarité, les menaces prévues au premier

alinda de Particle 727-17 =ant nunies de 2 anc d'emnrisnnnemeant at ds 45
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See multiple domestic legislations

Ireland v

B D ireland

Cyberviolence against women

Psychological violence/cyber harassment

Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020

4.(1) A person who—

{a) by any means—

(i) distributes or publishes any threatening or grossly offensive
communication about another person, or

(i) sends any threatening or grossly offensive communication to another
person, and

{b) with intent by so distributing, publishing or sending to cause harm, is
guilty of an offence.

{2) For the purpases of subsection (1), a person intends to cause harm
where he or she, by his or her acts, intentionally seriously interferes with
the other person's peace and privacy or causes alarm or distress to the
other person.

13) A person who is guilty of an offence under this section is liable—

{a) on summary conviction to a class A fine or imprisonment for a term not
exceeding six months, or both, or

{b) on conviction on indictment to a fine or imprisonment for a term not
exceeding two years, or both

Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020

4.{1) A person who—
{8) by any means—
(i) distributes or publishes any threatening or grossly offensive

Fammmnicatinn Ahant annther nersan A
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General observations:
* increasing recognition of cyberviolence as a significant criminal justice and policy issue
* growing recognition of online gender-based violence
* increasing attention to Al-generated or altered material
e continued adaptation of domestic frameworks to online environments and technological

developments

* Hybrid approaches: combination of traditional criminal law provisions and newer cyber-specific
offences

www.coe.int/cybercrime
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Cyberviolence

Home Cyberviolence at a glance ~ Themes - Legislation - Initiatives, policies, strategies Resources = Cybercrime website

Next steps: Case law

? If you came across an interesting case law (either at international level, or at national level), you are more than welcome to share it with us!
o
* Domestic case la
I W

* Further analytical

e Additional contributions from members
and observers remain welcome

International case law Domestic case law

A - ;
,\ under construction
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