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MONDIACULT 2022

Declaration of MONDIACULT 
2022 UNESCO World Conference 
on Cultural Policies and 
Sustainable Development :

• Strengthening advocacy

• Improving national legislation

• Strengthening national and local 
capacities

• Promoting cooperation with the art 
market

• Raising awareness among the general 
public

©
 U

N
ESC

O



March 2023Presentation of the 1970 Convention

1970 Convention

The 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of 

Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and 

Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property

➢ 143 States Parties

o Comoros joined the States Parties in March 2021, Malawi 

in July 2022 and Turkmenistan in September 2022

➢ First legal instrument on the fight against illicit trafficking 

of cultural property

➢ Three main pillars:

o Prevention 

o Return and restitution

o International cooperation
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The UNESCO Database of National Cultural Heritage Laws
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Model Provisions and Operational Guidelines

Presentation of the 1970 Convention

UNESCO – UNIDROIT 2011 Model
Legislative Provisions on State
Ownership of Undiscovered Cultural
Objects

UNESCO Operational Guidelines for
the Implementation of the 1970
Convention

Model Provisions on the Prevention
and Fight against Illicit Trafficking
of Cultural Property
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The International Code of Ethics for Dealers in Cultural Property
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Restitution provisions

Articles 7 and 13 of the 1970 Convention provide 

restitution provisions.

Creation in 1978 of the Intergovernmental 

Committee for Promoting the Return of 

Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin or 

its Restitution in case of Illicit Appropriation 

(ICPRCP): forum of discussion to discuss requests 

not covered by international conventions.

UNESCO offers its good offices and technical 

advice to its Member States in their demands for 

restitution of their cultural hritage. 

An emblematic Mayan stela returns to Guatemala 
thanks to a voluntary handover and a joint 

mobilization of Guatemala, France and UNESCO
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International cooperation 

A network of international partners
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What’s next

➢Achieving universal ratification of the 

1970 Convention

➢Strengthen the implementation of the 

1970 Convention: update tools and build 

capacity for key actors

➢Continue to support States in the return 

and restitution of cultural property 

➢ Increase awareness raising activities



Thank you

Sunna Altnoder
Head of the Movable Heritage and Museums Unit

UNESCO
s.altnoder@unesco.org
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