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The essays by young Georgians
reproduced in this publication are
personal experiences and opinions
which  beautifully  express the
importance of equality and why the
continued promotion of diversity and
tolerance among young people is
essential. This collection of essays
embodies the inspiration behind the
“| choose equality” campaign run by
the Georgian institutions, civil society
organisations and the Council of
Europe.

They reflect on tolerance and diversity in Georgia today and in the past and
include examples of Georgian culture, literature and history.

Sharing personal stories like these about how we can overcome discrimination
and accept our differences shows the bonds that bind us together, the threads
that make up the colourful tapestry that is society today.

Equality is about ensuring that every individual has an equal opportunity to make
the most of their lives and talents. It is also the belief that no one should be
discriminated against because of where they come from, what they believe in,
who they love, or whether they have a disability.

| would like to thank all those who entered this competition and congratulate
the winners whose work is featured in this publication. | hope you enjoy reading
these stories and that they give you a moment to pause and reflect on why we
should all choose equality.

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF DEMOCRACY
COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE LEUROPE
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Equality in all its forms remains a high
priority of the Danish government, and |
believe it is among the first fundamental
steps toward solving the complex
challenges of the modern world. We need
talent, passion and innovation, and we
need equal rights and opportunities for
everyone to unfold their potential.

Making societies more equal for everyone

requires hard work on many levels.

Legislation and reform are fundamental first steps, but the journey doesn’t end
there. If we are to address equality challenges in a broader perspective, we need
to strengthen knowledge and education on human rights and the added value
which equality and diversity can give to any society.

Denmark is happy and proud to support the equality agenda in Georgia through
Council of Europe’s project Fight against Discrimination, Hate Crime and Hate
Speech in Georgia. This project targets not only the formal aspects of much-
needed equality reforms, but also education and awareness raising. And |
believe education is not only a question of teaching the young generation — the
more senior of us should also listen closely when youngsters give us a chance to
learn how questions of equality influence their lives and personal stories.

| hope you will find the young voices in these 10 essays as enlightening and
inspirational as | did.

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF DENMARK TR OF DENMARK

Danida
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“He who created the firmament, by that mighty power made beings inspired
from on high with souls celestial; to us men He has given the world, infinite in
variety we possess it; from Him is every monarch in His likeness.”

Shota Rustaveli

/Translator Marjory Wardrop/

| am Obama. You smiled, right? | am not surprised. They call me Obama because
of colour of my skin and they do it out of love. I'm not upset about it and why
should | be? Itis actually nice to be called by the name of the 44th U.S. President.
| hope Mister President doesn’t mind.

This means that I'm different and | stand out, which is nice and interesting be-
cause I'm convinced that | contribute to the diversity of my village. Can you imag-
ine hearing “Obama! Pass!” during a football tournament on the village football
pitch? I'm certain you'd be excited and cheer for me. This would be a great moti-
vation for me, don’t you agree?

| don't live in an ethnically diverse area. The majority of the local population is
Georgian, so | haven't had any communication with representatives of differ-
ent cultures but it would have been interesting. | try to fill this void with books



and movies. I've learned many interesting stories, many of them have left deep
impressions in my mind and to me they are inspirational. Several weeks ago |
saw a movie on TV called “A Story of Surami Fortress”. | was amazed by the
diversity portrayed in this movie, not to mention a very interesting plot. | was
enchanted by the colours. I've never seen such colours in any other movie and
they complemented the storyline so well. You should see this movie; it's a movie
of amazing colours.

In the opening credits | read a name - Director: Sergo Parajanov. | was amazed
and interested and decided to find out more about this great man. The very first
paragraph on Wikipedia reads: “He was born and raised in an Armenian family in
Thilisi; his works mostly reflect ethnic diversity of the Caucasus.” Thank you, Mr.
Parajanov for leaving such a great treasure to us.

Speaking of Armenians, there’s a little Armenian girl in our village, a first grad-
er. | don't know what her family ties are to this place or how she got here, in
a mountain village but she’s very cute. She carries her small pink bag as she
starts walking up the hill on her way to school. This paints a priceless picture.
She’s so tiny, you can barely see her, you may even not notice her if it wasn’t for
her silhouette on the snow. Sometimes her aunt walks her to school. The entire
school takes care of her.

So | started thinking about Armenians, Azerbaijanis, Ossetians, Abkhazians,
Russians, Greeks, Jews, Kists, Kurds, Roma people and all those other national-
ities that live here with us, who view Georgia as their motherland. In history books
we often read about multiculturalism in Georgia, right? These are the people that
have enriched and decorated their motherland, Georgia, with different colours.
However, often | hear opposite things and | get confused when they talk about
dangers of assimilation of Georgia, the need to lead a reclusive life, absolute un-
acceptability of those who are different. But we forget about the fact that 200 loyal
warriors of Erekle, who were brutally killed by Agha Mohammad Khan in Krtsanisi
Battle, were Azerbaijani Muslims; main co-authors of Azpindza Battle success
were Azerbaijanis - Khudia Borchaloeli and Aghababa Eristavi, who sawed down
a bridge on the Kura. An MP of the first parliament of the Republic of Georgia,
was a 34-year old Muslim woman, Pari Khanum Sofiyeva was also an Azerbai-
jani, which was an exceptional occurrence in the history of parliamentarianism
back then. What about great poet Sayat-Nova? They haven't taken anything
away from us; to the contrary, they died for us and they were nothing but loyal to
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us. Shushanik was Armenian, right? Razhden the Protomartyr was Persian, Abo
of Tiflis was Arab. | accidentally came across a poem by an Ossetian poet, Giorgi
Kozayev about Georgia on the Internet:

“I want to write these poems in Georgian,

and | want to toast to Tbilisi again and forever,

To caress this mountain and this field, to hold them in my arms
| want to exclaim how much I love Georgia.”

This poem expresses great love, sincerity and loyalty. This man is our wealth,
don’t you agree? Don't tell me about war, or how evil and merciless our oppo-
nents are! Instead, show me great men like him!

Isn't that what Vazha was calling upon us? Conscience and integrity were the
most important qualities for him.

“We say that we are men,

Only we've been raised by mothers,
We'll find eternal blessing, while
infidels will be boiling in tar.

We are constantly repeating

that sons of God know better...
Does everyone who prays

tell the truth?!”

Conscience and integrity has no nationality and religion, right? “Be a real man
and pray wherever you want.” Even though historically there has been a rift be-
tween Jews and Samaritans, isn't this what the parable of the Good Samaritan
teaches the mankind?

“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him
half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he
saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came
to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he
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travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put
the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next
day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. “Look after him,”
he said, “and when | return, | will reimburse you for any extra expense you may
have.” “Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell
into the hands of robbers?” He replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus
told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Speaking of praying, in our regional centre, the city of Oni, there is a beautiful
Jewish Synagogue built with chiselled yellow stones in an orderly manner. The
dome is decorated with a multi-pointed star. It's been a long time since someone
sang here for God according to Jewish tradition. | think everyone has left for
Israel, so who is going to pray now? My heart is breaking because life isn't as
colourful as it used to be.

Nature itself is giving us an example of diversity, teaching us that we need it: if it
weren't for the sun, we wouldn’t have any warmth and light. Without warmth and
light, water wouldn’t evaporate; without evaporating water there’s no rain; no rain
means no irrigation for soil; no irrigation for soil means no vegetation and forests;
without a forest what would these amazing animals and birds do? All of these
things are different yet necessary for keeping one another alive and beautiful.

Arsena of Marabda once rightfully said that not even two fingers are alike. Life
would be so boring if all of us were alike. The amazing thing is that everything
that's different is also equal. If you take something out from this diversity, ev-
erything becomes complicated, everything fades and gets damaged. Had there
been only one colour, would Pirsosmani have been able to draw his “Yard Keep-
er” or “Actress Margarita™? If every note sounded similar, would Paliashvili have
been able to create his “Sunset” or Kancheli his “Yellow leaves”? Had all letters
been identical, would Galaktioni have been able to write his “Snow” or “The Moon
over Mtatsminda”? All of them are different yet equal and necessary to create
beauty. The same is true for people - together with our different characteristics
we create ideas, cultures, beautiful colours, enjoyable sounds, interesting forms.
In this diversity, in this equality, we hope for a better tomorrow. A happy person
makes miracles happen. When are we happy? When we have a choice - it's
called freedom and equality. Freedom is dignity, equality is power, strength. The
strength of our homeland is in our diversity...
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“Strength is in unity”!

“For thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy work:
| will triumph in the works of thy hands...

The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together, and lay them down in their
dens.

Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour until the evening.
O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all:
the earth is full of thy riches.”

King David, The Book of Psalms, psalms 94 and 103
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Her name is Mariam. She lives in my neighbourhood. | think she’s been diag-
nosed with cerebral palsy. She uses a wheelchair and she’s never walked inde-
pendently but her mother never gets tired of looking after her. She takes her to
school every day. Once | heard parents of Mariam’s classmates saying ironically:
“| wonder why her mother tortures her or her teachers. Her pretentious teacher
brought her with us to an excursion. We spent the entire time carrying her around
in the wheelchair, the children didn’t get to see much”. Then they said: “It's point-
less anyway; | don't think she'll ever become a full-fledged person”. It broke my
heart. They didn't even mention Mariam by name; instead, they used “her” with
disdain. For the first time | realised how hard it is when people don't see you as
their equal and try to make you seem inferior, like you have no rights because
you're not like them. For the first time | realised what equality really means and
how it translates into real life.

Since then I've become especially perceptive of society’s attitudes towards per-
sons with a disability. | can see them expressing regret, laughing at them or
refusing to notice them at all. How can we achieve equality if we don’t adapt our
environment, if wheelchair users continue to need someone else’s help?

We often say that everyone is equal before God. At supras, a traditional Georgian
feast, they often boast about Georgia being a historical home for people of many
different ethnicities and religions. They toast to women (“the ladies”), to mothers
and “housewives”, while in reality, women continue to be at a disadvantage com-
pared to men and these toasts never become anything other than empty words
and great phrases uttered at supras.
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Many stereotypes are still as solid as ever: a woman should stay home; she
should be complaisant; she cannot successfully lead an important business; she
should only perform minor everyday tasks; her intellectual abilities are less than
those of a man; she should only raise children, etc. On top of that, there are many
cases of violence against women, which clearly suggests that our situation is far
from being favourable. Such stereotypes are very upsetting and insulting to me.
| don’t think that | am inferior to men because of my sex, so of course | choose
equality.

They talk a lot about equality, at home or at school - we have thoroughly studied
the human rights declaration and the convention on children’s rights. | know very
well that everyone has rights and freedoms, irrespective of colour, sex, language,
religion, political or other affiliations, national or social origin, property and other
circumstances.

However, it often turns out that having conventions and laws in place is not
enough. Even though they talk a lot about equality in Georgia and a lot has been
done, human rights continue to be infringed upon and violated everywhere we
look.

Earlier | thought that racial discrimination wasn’t a problem in Georgia. | hadn’t
heard anything about racial prejudice. Later | realized that there aren’t people of
colour around us, so whom are we going to be prejudiced against? | was seven-
years-old when | saw a black person for the first time in Thilisi. | had only read
about racial discrimination in books. | had learned from Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” that a person could be oppressed because of colour of his
skin. Later | read “I know why caged bird sings” by the famous American writer,
Maya Angelou. | read the episode when a dentist was refusing to provide treat-
ment for a little black girl because her skin colour was different. Soon stories that
I'had only read in books became real - last year, black students were attacked on
a sports field in Thilisi. It was even more shocking to me to see what was going
on in social media over the incident. Majority of Georgians demanded forcing
black people to leave the country. Such incidents are completely unacceptable
because | believe that people shouldn't be discriminated against because of the
colour of their skin and | choose equality.

People can be oppressed for many reasons, which is why we need equality. Not
because that's what the Constitution says but because we need to realise that
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any one of us can become a victim. We are different as individuals, so the major-
ity can become the minority in any situation. The most important thing is that all
of us are humans and we all have dignity, which makes us equal. Therefore, we
should all be interested in protecting equality. An unequal environment promotes
violence and against such a background, it is very easy for someone to decide
that they are superior because of some characteristic.

The feeling of equality gives people courage to combat any injustice and to fight
for the protection of minority rights. They go up against perpetrators armed with
stools, they aren't afraid to confront crowds blocking movie theatres and refusing
to let people see a movie about minorities.

All tragedies that have occurred throughout the history of human evolution were
related to inequality - bloody wars, tyranny, oppression and violence. On the oth-
er hand, all positive developments including the Spartacist uprising and contem-
porary revolutions have taken place under the slogan of equality. Because | am
a proponent of any progress, | choose equality. Every country that has achieved
the highest level of political and cultural development has chosen the path of
equality, including the United States of America, one of the largest and strongest
democracies in the world, and Europe, the leading and progressive continent.
Because | want my country to be as developed as they are, | choose equality.
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ILIA DAVITADZE

LEPL BATUMIPUBLIC SCHOOL NO. 2

“We have talked long enough about equal rights... it is time to write it in the
books of law”, the United States President, Lyndon Johnson said in 1964. This
phrase expresses the process that countries fighting for equality had to go
through in the last century. Even though humanisation of the law was a step
forward in introducing the notion of equality in society, achieving the goal requires
far more comprehensive and effective steps. According to George Orwell, “No
advance in wealth, no softening of manners, no reform or revolution has ever
brought human equality a millimetre nearer”. He did not witness crucial political,
economic or social changes that the mankind went through in the following 80
years; however, there is still some truth to his words. In my opinion, if equality
is limited to pages of the Constitution, instead of being deeply rooted in each
and every person’s consciousness, being close to a genuine equality will be an
illusion. Even countries with widespread endeavours towards the formation of an
equal society are still far from the goal, not to mention the countries where laws
that promote inequality and discrimination based on certain characteristics are a
norm. Unfortunately, Georgia is making its very first steps toward achieving this
goal, however, the fact that we made several of these steps on the right path
gives us hope and increases our motivation.

Everyone is equal. Feelings of superiority or general recognition of inequality as
a fair arrangement is unacceptable. This means not valuing an individual as a
phenomenon. Albert Einstein used to say, “Before God we are all equally wise -
and equally foolish”. This phrase is the best expression of vanity of an individual's
opinions in this world. Wisdom and foolishness, truth and lies are relative notions
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and the fact that us, the majority, think about some things as different does
not allow us to discriminate others. In addition, in the majority of religions, an
individual is considered to be made by God, while we, the representatives of
this religion, allow ourselves not to view others as equals and deserving of equal
conditions of living. Often as we submit ourselves to stereotypes, we proclaim
that being a housewife is a woman'’s natural function, we urge representatives
of other countries or religions to go back to their home countries, we subject
persons with different sexual orientation to psychological or physical violence
because their behaviour is unacceptable. Such behaviour, unequal treatment of
individuals, is morally unjustified.

When each and every member of society fully understands the notion of equality
and reinforces histher opinions with corresponding behaviour, we will get an
equal or an ideal society, where everyone feels to be a dignified member of
a large community and not a single member of the minority will feel expelled;
people will come together to fight against other, far more important challenges
of today’s world and we will advance together. Everyone - people discriminated
against due to their sexual orientation, political affiliation, disability, gender or
other characteristic - will be perceived as a fully-fledged members of society;
they will be able to freely express their opinions, demonstrate their abilities and
they will no longer have to put up with daily injustice. | believe that creating such
a society is the genuine goal of mankind. Each step made toward equality is
bringing us to this goal.

Before we begin talking about forming an ideal society, we must first address
those victimized by inequality throughout centuries. A number of wars have
been waged based on religion or “in the name of God”; they thought slavery was
the natural purpose of people of colour, dependence on men used to kill and
continues to kill many women’s dreams for a successful carrier or independent
personal life, people of different orientation had to live in constant fear and under
a death sentence. However, even in those times, there were people who freely
urged others not to give in to injustice and to demonstrate their abilities. They
proved their value to everyone and tried to bring their countries or mankind
in general back to the correct path. Despite social pressure women proved
numerous times that in equal conditions they can achieve far more than men. King
Tamar, Ketevan the Martyr, Maro Makashvili, Marie Curie, Rosa Parks, Rosalind
Franklin - we should think about these names before saying that women are the
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weaker sex. Leonardo Da Vinci, Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky, Alan Turing, Eleanor
Roosevelt, Freddy Mercury - these names show us how vain it is to evaluate an
individual’s abilities or importance based on their sexual orientation. Mahatma
Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa, Mohamed Alj,
Barack Obama - these names prove that every race deserves equal rights.

And lastly, unfortunately today in Georgia we face almost all types of inequalities.
Even though according to our Constitution, everyone is equal irrespective of their
sex, often we hear stories about violence against women or families preventing
women from pursuing their carriers; we've seen hateful gaze, heard hateful words
or jokes against people of colour. We've heard about hate crimes against people
with different sexual orientations. Persons with disabilities often experience such
attitudes. In addition, they also have to face an alarmingly low level of adaptability
of different services. It is time for this to stop. The world, including our country has
been damaged by such attitudes, inequality. We should understand that it is only
up to us whether mankind continues o live in such an unhealthy environment and
to lose human resources. “Words reinforced by actions and actions reinforced by
words”, our society should focus on these words in achieving equality.
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LEPL TEIMURAZ JORBENADZE
PUBLIC SCHOOL NO. 3INKOBULETI

Georgians are proud of their country, with its centuries-long history, state ideals
and distinguished, exemplary culture; the country that seems to be making
strides towards Europe; a democratic state that seeks development and finds
oppression and hostility to be unacceptable. However, | personally have asked
myself this question many times - does this evaluation actually reflect the reality?
It is very difficult for each of us to find the true answer.

Analysis of recent international surveys unfortunately suggests that Georgia
is among the least tolerant states in the world, which greatly undermines our
advancement. Today many Georgians don’'t even know the meaning of this
term. Tolerance - it is the right of an individual to live according to his/her own
worldview, free from any persecution, humiliation, interference in his/her privacy
and harassment. Tolerance literally means the ability to tolerate! It is freedom in
diversity! If we take another look at our country’s history (from mid-centuries to
present), we will find a regrettable reality as 21st century Georgia is far behind
those old epochs (in terms of tolerance). As noted earlier, we the Georgians
praise the past and our famous ancestors and we are proud of them. However,
we forget the main thing - continuing with our ancestors’ worthy cause and
walking on the same path! Not to take too much of your time, I'll try to present
to you a general picture of current situation in Georgia and draw a comparison
between the past and the present. The fact that in feudalism, society had better
awareness and humane qualities is confirmed by an important detail related to
David the Builder’s life. It is a common knowledge that the glorious king pursued
the principle of freedom of belief in religious policy. He didn't allow anyone to

42



insult Muslims and moreover, it may come as a surprise that King David, who was
a Christian, went to a mosque to attend prayers. According to historians, this was
quite unusual in the 12th century, not only in Georgia but internationally... People
respected one another during the times of King David and the cohabitation of
people of different religions or nationalities was not a problem. What is happening
today? Let's remember an incident that occurred several years ago in my city,
Kobuleti, in 2014. According to Jemal Artameladze, residents of Lermontov
Street insulted Muslim children by hanging a pig’s head on the door of a madrasa
(we know that pigs are unholy animals for Muslims). The seemingly simple joke
caused a lot of turmoil. Georgians condemned and refused to accept people
of different faiths and mocked their religion. Such a ruthless act motivated by
intolerants is the result of a backward and underdeveloped awareness. It does
not concern only a few people but rather, the entire population has been smeared
because intolerance is a problem not just in Kobuleti but in the entire Georgia...
It is an embarrassment! According to “The Open Society and its Enemies” by
Karl Popper, “unlimited tolerance must lead to the disappearance of tolerance.
If we extend unlimited tolerance even to those who are intolerant, if we are not
prepared to defend a tolerant society against the onslaught of the intolerant, then
the tolerant will be destroyed, and tolerance with them.” According to Popper,
we should take good care of those who are tolerant and direct those who are
intolerant towards the good. | think that the state should come up with ways to
solve the problem and correct the negative side of the country. | think we need
to have more educational and television events about tolerance (and not only
about tolerance), in order to improve awareness and understanding of the future
generation, to make them more tolerant and ensure that they do not insult people
due to their different religion, race, nationality, worldview or other characteristics.
Tolerance allows everyone to live according to his or her faith and personal
views. In the past, the term was viewed only in the context of religion. Later, as
suggested by different sources, the scope of its understanding was broadened to
include ethnic groups, homosexuals and other minorities.

I'd like to share my personal experience. Often I've heard Kobuleti-dwellers
express their disdain towards ethnically different Roma people of Gelauri:
“Gelauri?! It is a gipsy settlement, how can he live there?” I've heard similar and
worse phrases, which is certainly shameful. However, it wouldn’t be right if | didn’t
talk about the other side of the coin, a positive side. Today, | can safely say that
such attitudes have weakened. This is confirmed by the fact that the principal of
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Gelauri Public School No.5, a dignified woman, succeeded and after much effort,
labour and door-to-door visits, to enrol Roma children in the school. This will
allow them to learn in Georgian (which they are very happy about), make friends
with Georgian students and forge warm relationships. | believe that such steps
will take us far!

| have witnessed discrimination of people due to their untraditional orientation
a number of times, both ethnic Georgians and foreigners. Because they dress
differently and lead a different life, people often call them names, beat them
and insult them for their beliefs. Georgians especially hate people with different
sexual orientations, as clearly confirmed by impressions and reactions after
seeing a movie that was released two months ago. The movie is called “And then
we danced” and was directed by a Georgian film director. It combines topics of
different sexual orientations and passion for Georgian dance. Part of the society
that “is concerned about the future” and “loves order” is still protesting against
the plot of the movie. To them it is unacceptable for Georgian men with centuries
long culture to have freedom with regards to their sexual orientation. According
to them, this will corrupt the younger generation and change their attitudes. The
protest stirred quite a commotion and anarchy and it was covered by television
and press on a daily basis. Certainly, this had a significant influence on our
country’s reputation. An intolerant country confirmed, yet again, its disrespect
and intolerance toward contemporariness! However, at the same time, I'd like
to underline the growth of the role of tolerant people in society. Let me give you
another example from my native region. In Ajara, the number of people that are
tolerant toward individuals with different religions, nationalities and abilities, in
order for them to exist freely, receive education and work, is growing

As we know, in 2009, Norway implemented a programme in nine regions of the
country, in an attempt to establish an inclusive environment. In Ajara, the first
educational institution where children with disabilities were able to enrol and
began to forge friendships with other students was Teimuraz Jorbenadze Public
School No. 3. | am very proud of this fact because it is my school. I'd like to also
add that there are a total of 184 Islamic cult buildings, including 37 temples in our
region, which is indicative of our positive attitude toward Islam.

As they say, hope never disappears!.. And certainly, the new generation
represents this hope; young people who have a great interest in development,
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advancement, everything positive... The generation that aims to introduce,
deepen and thoroughly establish novelties in our country. With their efforts
and sympathy they will be able to create a tolerant society, tolerant Georgia,
which will become exemplary for other states in the next couple of years. Us,
the youth, should manage to create a tolerant country with the state’s help and
support of adults that are thinking like us. We should manage to deepen the
field of education, create an interesting environment and raise a generation with
improved awareness. Tolerance should be our road to development! Difference
should not remain a significant barrier, an insurmountable obstacle among
people! We should be able to love, respect and appreciate one another... | hope
that years later I'll able to say that I, Elene Dolidze, live in a tolerant, developed
Georgial
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KETI GIGINEISHVILI

LEPL TBILISI NO. 42 PUBLIC SCHOOL OF
PHYSICS-MATHEMATICS NAMED AFTER ACADEMICIAN ILIA VEKUA

“Everyone is free by birth and is equal before law regardless of race, colour,
language, sex, religion, political and other opinions, national, ethnic and social
belonging, origin, property and title, place of residence”

Constitution of Georgia, Article 14.

Mocking... exclusion... humiliation... intimidation... violence... threats. How do
these words make you feel? To me, this is a list of actions that are unacceptable
in human relationships, deposited in an ice-cold and dark corner of the heart.
Opposite of these words are: tolerance, respect, friendship and in short - equality.

Society excludes, mocks and reprehends the different on a daily basis. It refuses
to accept the different in its circle. Why? There is no easy answer.

| think that the first cause is fear, the fear of difference. They fear that the different
will become the majority, while the most important problem is that “Men hate
each other because they fear each other. They fear each other because they
don't know each other.” (Martin Luther King). For example, Rome used to divide
its population into two parts: “patricians” or full-fledged Romans and “plebeians”
or non-Romans. Initially plebeians had no rights but later they set up an agency
that acknowledged their rights. This happened before Christ, so what's wrong
with us today?

Most people don't understand why we should choose equality; why we should
fight not only for our rights but also for rights of others. A century ago, Vazha
Pshavela wrote: “| want to be a grass for mowing, | don’t want to be a scythe; |
wish | could still be a sheep, as long as | can avoid being a wolf.” Does it mean
that he liked being a victim? No! He couldn’t imagine himself being violent, so he

50



wanted to be a victim. This is exactly what No to Violence is about. This viewpoint
is also evident in the following phrase: “...[Let me be] always ready to protect
those who are oppressed.”

Why are we talking about violence? | think that one of the primary reasons for
violence is the fact that people don't understand the most important thing - we
are all equal and no one has the right to infringe upon other people’s freedom, to
humiliate them or to subject them to distinction or exclusion on any basis!

Let's imagine ourselves in the place of the person that we are excluding. Do we
know what's happening in their life? Do we know what he or she feels when she’s
excluded and laughed at? We don'’t, and without empathy we will never know.
Sometimes the oppressors used to be victims themselves and now they are try-
ing to poison others with their conscious or unconscious resentment. Sometimes
they simply refuse to accept the different. The list of possible reasons is so long
that it is difficult to say how to address this issue...

Oppression isn't the only problem. Why are people so actively judging others?
Why are they constantly insulting others and why has cyber bulling become so
popular? “Don’t judge your neighbour until you stand in his place for at least three
days” — a North American proverb teachers us. “Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you” - we know these words from gospel by heart but do we
practice them?

Another problem for Georgians is stereotypes that have been deeply engrained
in our minds since ancient times: a woman’s place is in the kitchen; a woman
should take care of children; a man should be working and not embroidering,
sewing or cooking, these are women’s jobs. Today many people are breaking
stereotypes but we still hear these phrases, even though centuries ago we
had innovators, who had a woman ascend the throne, who sent women for
negotiations in order to solve the most complex issues, and who said: “Lion cubs
are equal, be they male or female”. This is part of our culture, right? So 8-9
centuries later why are we still facing the problem of equality between women
and men? Wouldn't it be better if we eliminated the roots of stereotypical thinking
once and for all (why do they think that this would amount to a rejection of our
history and our identity? To the contrary, it represents the embracement of the
best ideas and experiences from history and culture of mankind! That's how |
see it!). Let's just get to know one another! Let's value one another’s strengths!
The world would become stronger if everyone managed to showcase his or her
abilities to the best possible extent. As llia put it, “Give a broad way to talent’,
because what is decisive is the individual abilities of a person, not his or her
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pedigree, colour, origin, gender, etc. Our strength is in our diversity and not in
being identical like robots.

“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the colour of their skin but by the content of their character”
- Martin Luther King wrote. Who hasn’t cried when reading Uncle Tom’s Cabin?
Do we get teary only for a book and not feel sympathy in real life?

To me, equality is associated with tolerance. It represents an individual's ability to
recognise, respect and consider another person’s belief, behaviour and values.
As someone said “Children aren’t born misanthropic but they may grow up to be
one.” Why should they, when there are so many good examples around us? Why
do we receive education? Why do we study history if we aren’t going to use it?
David Agmashenebeli visited a mosque every Friday with his son; he even made
financial donations. He supported Armenians and Jews living in Georgia, their
rights were equal to those of Georgians. He even prohibited slaughtering of pigs in
areas settled by Muslims. He truly understood that “our rights end where another
person’s rights begin” and we really shouldn't let ourselves infringe upon another
person’s freedom. Georgians should know better because hundreds of years
ago a church, a synagogue, a mosque and Atashgah were standing side by side
on our land. It is no accident that Jews refers to Georgia as their second home.
Georgia was always open to foreign merchants; moreover, Muslim merchants
seasonally residing in Georgia represented a significant part of the population.

| believe that equality strengthens the foundation of our everyday life. The prob-
lem lies in the lack of awareness about equality in general. We read but we don’t
understand, we hear but we refuse to accept, we know but we can't use...

Let's not mock...
Exclude...
Insult...
Intimidate...

Use violence...
Threaten...

The world is so harmonious that these actions are against the laws of cosmos!!!
The world is diverse. Let’s try to learn from it how to find our own corner of hap-
piness in this harmonious and diverse environment. If we do that, there will be no
more conflicts, bullying, terror, warl!!

Let's maintain equality instead...
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Mo 306mbo dom gobbbgaggdymage?

Bom3m300306mm Bodo bbgoolbzo Lodomeol vdnsbo dobogtol Bo-
6039. 96OmL gndmos doM0ghl 0gom obob3d o WML - 9Mw. dm39di390
000 00boLBmMOE o 39304g0mm 0b0bo ghmbe o 03939 OB BME-
09089. 000 399098 9OML, GO mgdo Pbs, 0byg dgndemos doMyML
0dom obobgs, 3gm®gl - baBogmdMNg o dglivdgl - 33emo3 oM. d0y-
bgo3000 9306, 306Mb0 0mM30emMobBNDbYAL, G M3 LudoggL b oytog-
9L 960 O 03039 3MOHBRMMBTS. LETIMMMOB0S Y OGO J0bmbo?
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286Y639mymgl oy 9Mo 0b doM0geL 0dom Ebobgal? Mo mJds nboe,
000, 96) MbobBmMHMd ymzgmmzol ob 603603l LToMHMEObMISL.

oob, 39 300A93 MObOLBMGMOLL, dogtmod 3y 3060Ag3 Lodommmosb
00bobBmOMOL. dg 300Ag3 0lgm MobolBmGMMILL, MGmIgmog g3bg-
003U, 8300030¢m0lB0bgoL o g3gbdomgde.

MOmagm 1339 3006969, MObILEMOMOS dgodmgds vMObOToGMMNdb
0gmb. B39bL 9399406880 gb 0GBLTIOMENobMIS bdoMo godmobopg-
00 Mgmogonmo ydgomgbmool 39306Mmgd0m. dogomomo, dhbemo-
0900bm30b oo dgnMogbymas ogm dghgmBdy dobomgmol Aodmblbo,
03 3odo®mmmgdom, Gm3 ghobhoobo dmbobemgmds Bybgde. Agdo od-
Moo, 03039 3M9h96d00 dg0dmgdd 3gmbroglb dyLemod mgdby, Gmg-
Lo 93m9bool Bobgdol M9330 oML vm Ldomdg 0Bygde o bHYm
5 Bpob gtdgemegos. gl goblozym®gdom Logdbmdo 0dbgde 3ohoke
bogmgddo dsbmamgdn Iybemodo Ladmgowmgdobmgol.

3oMo 980bo, doymgdgmos ob gogdhoy, GmI FoGdo o6 0639396 o-
30300L, 0y 0b ®300LALLbYGdT00. Jamnew -bmob 0bhgtzoydo 23
Bemob obogmgodto 03dmol, Gmad dodoml Bgdomol 39dga, Loy
6ghoo, MH®AI gl 306M36900 M3m0LIALObYMYdSL 96930, ob oo goob-
309L $o63o.

00300, Mo LogoOmzgmMmL & vgd3l bLobgmabogm Mgemogos, dbges-
Lo gogdhgdo d0tEodoMmo Eolzthodnbogoss Mgmogoy® ydzodgbmosdo
dgmgo bomImToggbemgdobo.

bobgemdBoggml  ddody  EO3M30HdYMgoslmed ghmoE, dmLobemg-
md0b 36033690mm306 BoBogmbog Yohymaomo dgbgrymgds ogdsb Lbgo
omabamgdmmdol 306gddg, aobbogymmgdom 30, TyLemodobyddy. 23
0006300, ,,cmgdmbob” bhodool dobgwzom, 2015 Bgmb g3GM30do,
09M0dhg00ab 6 m30b dobdogmBy, Fnbemodgdol dododm ggodogymo
d9p603bymazd 50 %-00, bomem 39GdomyMo 100%-0m goodatmeo.
9360m30b g39969000006 godmbo3molo oM Lododmzgmm ogm. bm-
039 b0g38000d0, BobByodmLY o Lodmabystmadn dPLemndgdl og-
099Mbgb o Mgmogon®o Modyomob Aohotmgdodo bgemo dgydomgl.
30000 530bd, Jmdgmgmdo FyLemodms 3obbombol 306Mgdb vgoMmMd-
039030 oGl mog0 d0og9ql.
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0039, 806000 906036mL 0b GoghoE, OGMI MHym0gosE deywogl vo-
00060U, gobbogym®9gdom 30, dgOMO0mo bggbob Yo3emgdgdL o Mg-
0300l 3030936900 Pbgdo 9OM39396 39bIMYM MbLBEMMMISL.
9L bgdo olemoddoy o JHobhnobmosdoy. ogamoma, 03MdoM9dd
396Ub303909m0 dMALOMYOMMINL 8dF0dbMOD FgyMegde, FyLemedab
303m90L 930domgdom gMRbom9ddg mogdol Bolids, M0 0m3mg-
00 00300709M030 Loodymo, doMzmoab Aogde o Lbgo. Logotmsg-
mdo bLodoh®oMJm o gogmgbob obgbl sdm®AHdY, 30806, HmEd
A396L g399obodo ob bgdootmymos. 3m3mo, Mm3 Mgmogod o6
1600 gMgmeEgb dbgogl Bo300bgddn, 3060000006 gb dET0SBOL oMo
0®A3060 O MO30LBMYdSY, 81939 96 0M33eMoLBEbAL Jogmgdol nd
BoBogmb, HmIgmog smgobidno.

oob, 39 300Rg3 MobolBmMMdLL, 39 300Ag3 Mmoozt Mobolibm-
MHmdol, 306000000 gzgemo ©VdN0OL MoZ0LBMOE PbEs dggdemml
bBOAYL 0, Mo LBLAL. 3g 306HAg3, Mgmogoy® IMVZoMBIHM30900L
0 0y d9 16 Bemol dmdotgoo 308Mpgdo mMo Mgmogool doghomgdgem
mobdo, 3go3b gobbbzozgdymo Ggmogool dggmoMgdn o 3m3Mo,
MHmd A396 9MmMTobgmob Mobolbm®mbo g0Mm, 3ol doembyzol bbggdoy
39dgmgogb.

0mALOG oMM gMHMOE, Y39emd 5d0506L 9g3Lb 3obomemgdol do-
9000 J@m9dd. Mo 3603L, MY Lhodomy® 3bmztgdsl LEmMgE
3060mmgde PYBMYbzgmymaL. 93mbmBo3nMo, bmEosmyMo ©d 3YMmhy-
M0 103emgdg00L bogMmodmmobm dogdhol dg-13 ybemol dobgezom,
3090l dmboboemg LobgmdBogmgdo v JO90 MMM vEOT0Y-
Bol gobomemgdol doggdol ygemgdol.

00 306mbob 60bodg, 9em0 3909300, y39emo MObALEMEMBO 306 M, Myd-
30 ©M939609mm bmggemomdo, yodmogo dodgBol godm, dogmnob 3936
003036 o6 30yB309d0 bgmo BmgoE gobommgdedg. bogodmggemmado,
396dme, osg3bodgmdo (gagmdn) mgmm3ghogg Lmmo MYLYM9bmaobo
aobgoo, Mo, 096gd®m0300, OE ©OLIMIGMMAHL gdbol 0d d0303900,
Hm3gddog Mbymo 06 030dd o dglivdodobo, 396 090906 btym-
30bm300 gobomemgdob.

dopbgoogo 0dobo, M®3 gobomemgdol poemgds obgzg o3l yzgemo
00393L, Omamb 3y, A390 gOMBobgmolb mobolibmMgde doodby 396
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300m, ®ogob, Jomgab goblbzoggd0m, o3 d9mbggzodo 300mbo dbgh-
bgdb Agab pBhb3gmymeab.

3o, 00bo 03b603bm obog, ™3 LodobOmzgmmdo gobomemgdo
36 mgmglo®golb o dobo badobbo by Ydm 08GEgdY, gu JoMgo
Aobl IM030emx3gH™M306 o goblbgoggdymop dmodmhmaby momdado.

0ob, 39 306R93 MobLBEMMOMOLL, MoEaeb dbYML gobomemgdol go-
6909 oMmAgboem dmBoMgdl 0bgzg 3Jmbogm gobgomotgdol dgbod-
m9dmmode, Gmgmmy 39. 39 306033 0bgo MObILEMEOMILL, HMTmob
03oM3mgddog bammol gotgm omAgbogm d533390L 0lgag 9dbgdom
dmbBogmob bonhypbo, Gmameg dg.

1339 90300309, GMI Lhodomy®o 3bmaMgdd gobommgdel dmadsl,
0d3o Mmgmem dgodemgdd dogomBomm bhodomymdmdol, Gmgs Aggbo
3emobgtho EEomo ey bpbdhgde?! domgmo Mogo 30898900 godm, dg
3030, Mmd XXI Loy3ybgdo, bogmbob gods, gamgdmbog Yoo 3gmb-
9L d9bodod0L0 PgMgdY. EILEMIMINM EYEedaby, 0lg, GmgmM3
0®olMMmL, gobogwol 3em0dohol 33emomgdal. bago®mggmmdy o
3030m960b 0bgbl gemmdamYMo Eomdmds. dgLbodAbgso bgde dynb-
300900, 98090 30330L00L LBOD yzgemodg EVd0bdYMYdN 3090000 Jo-
magdo mdogmobogos, 90-00090m0b 3900Mgd0m LBogMHdbmdgmog ndodo
3300m300, O(HdIM®303 o BYHY3ed, Mo Yobhymagomo vobobgds Azg-
6L JmLogem0obmoody o booogdy. mydEy, Lodo®mazgmm dbikmymgdl
0bgm G910, HmagmMoEse LomdYGM d0MYdlL godmymanl d9d-
306900, 93mmmaoYMoE bygms dobdobgool nddmMho o v.0.

oob, 39 300Rg3 30mH™3bnm o ZoMgdmb MIbaLBEMMMISL, MoEgLd
bp®b  0omdgddd  googtdymmb  9sd06almob  JoGImboymoc

3bm3Mgds o oM PBg309m 336303907 93MEMZoYH IHMdM9dg-
mob godzmoggoo.
300093 9Ombgm, Mo Mol MbalEmOMdS?

4390 9Ombo0Mm0s? y39mob Pbs 3gmbgl 9Gmo s 0gogg dgbod-
™gdemmd, 9OMbo0Mo bgmmgobo o bobemo?

XX boypaybgdo LodoOmzgmm gLgzE® ,mbolbmmmdom” - 3m3ybo-
80000 0doOmgdMEs. doybgwogoae 0dolo, GMI 3m3Pbodol EMML o-
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bogdgdymmo 3oA396939em0 YBGOM Fowoo ogm, 5dd00bgd0 ,AoGHAM-
9080 043696 dmgi39uembo. 396 0dMEIdMEDIL JoMoghymoc, dbgmo
0gm 3ob30006m900. 0yMgdgemo oym gobbbgoggogmo 8Mob dgmbeog
3060, bLodmgoEmgdel oM Fggdmm bogymomo dgbgEymadolb Eoggnd-
boM9dY, 3968760 d3MbHMMEMYOEY o 3MoMO3d Y39t bodmhmal,
MHm3gemog 30 mEbo3 960600¢80939dmes dMLYdYMm Mg30dL. Agdo o8-
Moo, LEMMYE 3mTP6083d gzoLBogm, MHMT MObILEMOMOS vt MOl
90053960Mm306900, 939w Jotodom, ol oMol gdo IMozomeyghHhmabg-
30L396 o 0600300POEYOMO0L396. 0b 0go3L gobLbzug90MmMBL O
9600000030093900 0L3M0d0bo300LS O Jugbmagmdnol.

bogommzgmma 9hmbgm P339 MBS Mo30 doMyyygddn ymegbol o
om9b dgdoyco d00693L 60b, gobzomotgdobozgb.

009300009mmdodog 30 MObolBmGOMmds LMymymaomo obE 9hm
9394060800, FogMod 30mMdNgGgool 83omgd0m, 9OMTobgmol gom-
30m0L6069000, 3obdMMgdoMO O Mmmosmydmdom Azgb 3gg30dmod
8030mb0mm A9l Bo®mImggboado sMLYdYM MOBOLEMGOMASL.

89 300Rg3 oboLBMGOMOLL, GMogob mobolbmGmds 6ol mogze-
bysmgdo.
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TINA TURMANIDZE

LEPL BATUMI PUBLIC SCHOOL NO. 8

What is equality?

“Right to equality is the principle that equal persons or those with equal abilities
should be treated equally, provided in the law” - this is the definition of equality
found on the Internet.

Is that all - equal treatment of persons with equal abilities, provided in the law?

All of us are individuals and we have different mental, physical, material and
other abilities. Therefore, if persons with different abilities find themselves in
equal circumstances, should the law treat them differently?

Let's imagine three individuals with different heights facing the same barrier. One
can see beyond the barrier and two can't. Let's treat them equally and give them
the same platform to stand on. We'll see that one can still see beyond the barrier,
another can see partially while the third still cannot see. The law stipulates that
all three of them should be provided with identical platform, so is the law fair or
not? Does it ensure that all people can see beyond the barrier? Of course not,
i.e. equality does not always mean fairness.

Yes, | choose equality, | choose fair equality. | choose equality that sees us, takes
our needs into consideration and helps us.

As | mentioned earlier, equality can be unfair. In our country this unfairess often

manifests in harassment of religious minorities. For instance, removing a minaret
from a mosque on the grounds that it bothered Christians was a huge insult for
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Muslims. Similarly, the Muslim community can complain about church bells that
start ringing at 10.00 in the morning for five minutes, which is especially notice-
able for Muslim communities living in rural areas.

In addition, it is unacceptable that clergymen are exempted from compulsory
military service. In an interview with Jamnews, a 23-year old young man said that
he was no longer required to join the army after he submitted a letter stating that
he was a priest.

While Georgia does not have an official religion, such facts amount to direct
discrimination against religious minorities.

In addition to the state’s grave attitude, a significant portion of the population
holds negative views about representatives of other religions, especially Muslims.
According to an article published in Le Monde on 23 January, within 6 months
after the terrorist attacks in Europe in 2015, physical attacks against Muslims
grew by 50% and verbal attacks by 100%, and Georgia was no exception. In the
villages of Nigvziani, Tsintskaro and Samtatskaro, Muslims were threatened and
their religious rituals were interfered with. In addition, locals nailed a pig’s head
on the door of a boarding school for Muslims in Kobuleti.

However, I'd like to also note that religion limits human rights, especially women’s
rights and religious people grossly violate gender equality. This happens in Islam
as well as in Christianity. As an example, it is prohibited to marry a representative
of a different religion; Muslim girls are prohibited from wearing nail polish; it is
sinful to not wear a hijab or to wear pants, etc. In Georgia, Patriarchy greatly
influences abortion, which is legal in our country. | believe that religion should
not be interfering with such issues because it is an individual's personal choice
and freedom. Further, such an approach doesn't take into account women who
are atheists.

Yes, | choose equality; | choose religious equality because everyone should be
free to believe what they believe in. | choose religious diversity; | am a 16-year
old teenager raised by a family that represents two religions; | have friends of
different religions and | believe that we are equal. If | can do this, so can others.

In addition to religion, everyone has the right to education. | truly believe that
education guarantees a stable life. According to Article 13 of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, State Parties recognise that
every individual has the right to receive an education.
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It may seem that everyone is equal before the law; however, in today’s world
many children do not have access to an education due to various reasons. In
Georgia and in particular, in Abkhazia (Gali), the language of instruction in all 11
schools is Russian, which naturally causes a great discomfort to children who do
not speak Russian and therefore, cannot access education.

Even though all children, including myself, have the right to education, we’re still
unequal because unlike others the law can guarantee this right for me.

However, I'd like to also note that education is progressing in Georgia and its
quality is growing gradually, as witnessed by diverse generations that think dif-
ferently.

Yes, | choose equality because | want children left without education to have the
same opportunities for development as me. | choose the kind of equality that
allows children left outside of school to have the status of schoolchildren, just
like me.

I noted earlier that education brings a stable life but how can we achieve stability
when our planet is weakening every day?! For a number of reasons, | believe
that in the 21st century not just people but also the environment should have its
rights. Today, the earth is going through the climate change like never before.
Global warming is significantly affecting Georgia. Glaciers are thawing and Thilisi
is among the most polluted cities in the South Caucasus; droughts, floods and
hails occur more frequently, which negatively affects our crop yield and soil. How-
ever, Georgia is implementing regulations to reduce greenhouse gasses, import
eco-friendly vehicles, etc.

Yes, | choose personal and environmental equality because | want future gen-
erations to continue living in harmony with the earth, without having to combat
severe ecological problems.

So | ask once more, what is equality?

Is everyone the same? Should everyone have the same opportunity, the same
salary or house?

In the 20th century, Georgia was ruled by pseudo “equality” - Communism. Even
though during communism employment rate was higher, people were bound by
certain limits. They couldn’t grow from career perspective; they couldn’t develop.
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Different opinions were unacceptable, people were prevented from expressing
their views, control was exercised through censorship and any piece of work that
even remotely contradicted the existing regime was prohibited. | think commu-
nism taught us that equality is uniformity while in fact, quite the opposite is true
- it is the path to diversity and individualism. It protects difference and does not
accept discrimination and xenophobia.

Georgia was able to escape the chains and today it is actively moving forward,
towards development.

No country practices perfect equality, however, through raising awareness, con-
sideration, education and empathy we can accomplish equality that exists in our
imagination.

| choose equality because equality is freedom.
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00boLBMOMOd O  FMOZMAIOM309dd, 03039 TP HYGO-
m0d30, 00d00bg0L dmGOlL goblbzogndnmmdnl bgmdgbymde o
000gdemmdvd. Agdmazol 9b Lophyszd 03 odnsbms 0bwo30EYOMmY-
Omd0L 0mooMgdvs, 3063 30000 gggMob, dmgoemoggmdol, Lggdugoemy-
6o mM0gbhoaooby mY ggbghymo mog30bgdy®gdg00m Pbo3oMmycgdn
0M00b. $96 300093 39-18 Loy3nbgdo Lybab-bodo MGG gioS
930Om3080 Logdomzgmmb 0bhgatotgdsl. ,,89 306 Jobmzgmo o,
8080bogadg, dg 306 93Mm3gmo*, - 9L bohyzgdo 39-20 Loyzybgdo Botm-
dmbmgso Bymod 3306000 o ddom dMo30embOY3Ybm3060 d3gmMmde
00BgYmoE 90oM. EMIL MoMmMINmo Jomzgmo ddogmolb 30do-
™0dgMHom0dooom o (30900 93OMIYMo PomLIgLobodbomdgdomo
oy Lbgo 3603369mm30b0 ggobgymmogdem. sdohmd 39 odoyn 306,
Mmad 306 03 g39460b 33000, HMBgmas dgdmm mag0bo ymbyMom,
006 907m90900m 93OHM3Y o mFobdo Agdo o Agdo mobohmemg-
00U od330006H900.

89 21-9 boy3nbob dmgdomody 306, dobo 383000Mdd s doyzo®dl Agdo
9399960, 9L bophyzgdo othm 0Bl o6 goblbodmgmogh, my Mo d0bo,
0600900 03 LomEbgdm dgmdomgmdoly o dgbodmmgdmmdsl, Hmd
300m030M030, 30039t 306do 3mg3o ob, Moy dobo, Moy Fobybgdl
00 06 39806mEaL YOMLYdOL, bammob vdobobhMmoEeol s 5.0. o6
Rodomgzagmmm gb boydodo d0383)M doododmdodo. gb Agdl Bobodmgdl
960MHdMEom o bdodog dbdgbos dgd0oRgdolb Aogzogmo, 39 306 3g-
30mbg0meY, 300 v0bhMgLbads Agdo sdMom.
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moboLBMGMOY, gl ob Lodyzoes, GmIgmop dg o6 gobdobbgoggol
bb3ggdobogob, o®3 Agdmgobos HEbm goblbgoggdnmo Mobob, ogMob,
330000 my BaMmImTozemmdol vodosbo. ,,d90dmgde o8 badyo®mdo
dbommE 9000000 bo®, FogMod 30mogobomgol dmgmo Lodgothm
bot", - godboo oM 3gbol gb Lohyzgdo dogmolb ddohgdl, A3gb bmad
0000300 modmdogombo 3060, ghmdo Agdde dgamdsmds Mgmognody
boYdIGOLLL d30mbo, A396 bmd gMmo Bobodomo 33yssl o vwsdo Abmes-
momb gobolobogMgodl, Rogmodo o o3gmobbdg. obgg goMboo
doM39b0bL bophyzgdo dmz0839m0g s ggmboda: ,dg 396 doyzombo6,
060 000¢hmd, 30630 bot dgb, 96390, 0dohmd, MHmA 306 3060 g, MY
396 339000 306", oob, 3030Mm3096M90 dLTNbmS g3gMom Agdl
306Hm309000, Agdl 0boz0POMYG bLyMH30em9dL o 33Mdbmd, 39 bod-
godmb bobogmo 306, doybgagom 0doby, HMAY F96 3odhoMd O dMo-
bOYMBm™3060 306, Badnzombagh o bammodoy bdodow ymdzodm,
396 30303L ,,003030L yBMgoOm 3Mb3q0E0s", doggogMmos 030y, MmA
9b 3mb396(300 MobOOMOE 03e3L LoMooly my 0bgemoldo dbmazkgd
00303900, 039003060 Y Lodommzgmml dmBoaMEgdL o 39080y9dd,
MHm3 306 08 9399460l d300m0, HMIgemog Jbmgmom ;3030em0doEool bo-
Boemoo. ,306 dmygzotgbo o6 gdgol, 0go mogobs dhghoom”, - ymgzedl
domo Onbmzgmb o oty golonzznMos, Mmd o3 Fohohedy godmo-
9ol oM 339dmgde dmyzobol bogzo®ymo, 30L6MVgom 93¢ Mm30d0-
Mobo 0y bohmb 6930 md0L3Y0 MbOLBMEMMINL 3G0b030mo o Aggbo

96m36m0 modmgdymgdgdom.

Agdo ¢ggombo, gl ol Mggombos, Looy Lomzydogom boboo o Lzm-
o, Omdgmdog g 3b603¢cmm, FgMog 08799dL odM3d30L 39dama
boooMg3l, oy Mo dmbo Mol EOML Eo Mo gowobes Azgbl b3m-
b, 93089 Loydo®o JmMU Boggzoy3obl, dogMod dgwgan bobgdg agod-
3L o, dMBYm, Ym3gmo 930060 b3gde 08 Eobd3MOLL, Moy Mmddy
A396L g399obol dooygbo, Emabmgmdomay ghdgmegds Aggbo da-
Mophmmogdol doghorgde o Lodmamol gowdmbgzs. Mmgmby dgdmm
003003690, 33byML 93Mm303806OLO o bBoghmdn dgbgmo, doghod,
000bmob ghmo, Logo®ms Ag96 39dmdgm 9394bgdmab POmoghHmm-
3oL godmbbmmgdy, goblozgmMgdom Mybgmmeb, Agdo s8Gom, dbm-
@mE Jomodamozgbom my 393dmgdm habohmmogdol odemybgdsl,
™335 A396L g3994obol o 89009303 dmyhoby, Jo6Mzow dmggblgbgdoom.
00300 gmgqdodgnemo v30mdeus: ,,3003 dmgdgmol, 0gbaol, dgEmasl
3960bmEgl oLEYdS. gobs gmbogho dmddgwn, 39030gdL Mo Mmo3z0L
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0930madb, sopdoe Gmeo dghghgds olBgo, 030 3EOMMOL, Moy
090dgm 900 goolbm®mmb mogobo dg3mds o Logddg 3gmoma Bomdom-
0mb”. 3gbademms, 3mmodotozgdomoy 9Maggho godmagowgl, doghed,
gm39em 3900393000, 160 330M™.

09 330600 QoMobhogzo 306, 390dmgds 0md3ol, mLy®o BoMmBmIm-
dob, dgod0ygde Agdo Bo®IMBogemmdd o 3008690, MM LadoMmag-
wob pghopmmos Agdo ddmdmoymo doboo. 39 o3 g394bob dz0emo
300 o 3030, ®M3 03 WMo gMob LoyzomYmb Bemgdo o Loyzybggoo
0303006900, 3bBo3mMMd o Agdo dogmobbdgse o6 MAgbomo yyy-
HOMIdME, EO3F0MEM3©0 3M80g0hol LoRYIMom o 308oymd,
Gmd mpobl Agdo 3m330ydatom gaM3z9nmo oobablytmo dgbadgbo
dm3yhoby. 9mddm, 030mbogm Mol 33Gdbmd, MmEd mobaliBmdmde-
89 3LoydGOMY, 0gd69d JmbgdMn3zdo o bmEoomyYMBd PLdoOmEMMBD
000090000 30em030 O gYemdo bogde dobs ombdom, MobozznMag-
™00, 06! d0bmeo, 3od9086Mm7g0060 o Mydol bomoyhog odob dmB-
dmoU, 304930 0y 06O MOBOLBME0. v80d™d dobobns, MM Jotogmgemo
3093039 0930 00 g394obobmab, HmIgemdog ©9360emgdo dG0SD, Mo-
6000 o 30O EMAEY smatmogbgde... Agdl 3emobdo bbgowabbgo
960m369006 dImLBogmMggd00, 00 Mydol Lomoyddo ghmgzoho 33emg-
300 Uy®gomo godoRobo o doMomgmydon 303300090m©0, godm-
3030mbg o Av3069M9, oy Mo dgmdomgmdodo 0y3bgb obobo, ML
603603000 0mM30L MbolBmGOmdY. Agdo 3mobol 398093 OOV
boggby®ol BmbBa3mMYgdL 3o3gLondMy o dMdmgafoby, GmA3 Aggbl
L3mmodo 96300 d3ob30mMgdEs YPGMOEEgdSL ghHm3bgdoms JmGol
30bUbg0390089, 9G0300mM30L 0gm 3MMBENTe MObOIMObgmol ghma-
6gdo, omdLoMmgdemmoy, g3oMo, mydEe 30003 dMMdmgda MAgdL
Jmbgd®030 PmobobbmMdmds, Moy, 3530dHMY, MoMgdmgdoms MHm-
demgdo po3dma. Agddo 33¢mg308 godoblgbo, MmA Agdl mgabdoggs Lodo
96hm363d0L BoMBmIoggbgmo: Jodmazgmo, mbo, Lmdgbo s ghm
3969398 h300moE FbmzHmom.

,,30930609L dmygzobo 3g60”, 330LBo3mOb YQOmoO, JodOmzgmo 3030
960 mbogb 3b®o ddol yymas, ghm my3dol bbgabog ydostmgds
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bIORGI PARASTAEV

LEPL GORI PUBLIC SCHOOL NO. 7

Equality and diversity, i.e. multiculturalism is the promotion and acceptance of
differences among individuals. To me this word signifies recognition of individual-
ity of people that are unique because of the colour of their skin, their citizenship,
sexual orientation or gender. As early as the 18th century, Sulkhan-Saba Orbe-
liani attempted to integrate Georgia’s interests in Europe. “l am Georgian and
therefore, | am European” - said Zurab Zhvania in the 20th century, recognising
that the centuries long strive had been accomplished. Today every Georgian is
proud of visa liberalisation and enjoys European sights and other important val-
ues. | am proud to be a child of the country that managed with its culture and
values to find a place for itself in a big European family.

| am a citizen of the 21st century, | want peace and | love my country. These
words do not just signify what | want but they also signify the wishful situation and
the possibility to speak and say in first person what | want and what my concerns
are, without fearing adults, the school administration, etc. Please, don't think of
this as a childish naivety. My parents were dreaming about it and | often hear my
grandmother complain that no one was asking for her input, no one wanted to
know what she thought.

Equality is the word that does not distinguish me from others and | don’t think
about people of different race, colour, surname or origin as strange. “Maybe for
the world you're a single person but for a single person you are the entire world”
- these are the words of Gabriel Garcia Marquez that give me strength; all of
us are descendants of Adam. A friend of mine told me when we were talking
about religion that we all share one ancestor and that Adam signifies the world.
| thought about it and agreed. | also cited Gabriel Garcia Marquez's words and

66



said: “I love you not because of who you are but because of who | am when I'm
with you.” Yes, | realise my personality, my individual wishes when I'm next to
other people and | feel that I'm part of the world. Even though I'm young and a
minor, I've read about it and they've often told me at school that the UN Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child protects me. | thought about the fact that the
Convention equally protects children living in Syria or in England, in the U.S.A or
in Georgia, and I'm proud to be the child of the country that is part of the world
civilization. “He who doesn't look for a friend is his own enemy” - said Shota Rus-
taveli and it is not surprising that those of us who grew up with this quote know
how to love our friends, we strive to become a member of the EU or NATO based
on the principle of equality and our national values.

My region is the region with the occupation line and the school that | attend is
still nursing its wounds from bombing. What happened during the war and what
our school had to go through is a very long story but the results are evident and
| think everyone understands the damage brought upon our country by the war.
They are still taking our territories and moving the border. As noted earlier, we
want to join the EU and NATO but we also need to improve our relationship with
our neighbouring countries, especially with Russia. | think that we can return
our territories only through negotiations. We know all too well the consequences
of war in our country. lakob Gogebashvili once said, “He who acts, strives, can
never avoid a mistake. Having understood the mistake, a reasonable person
does not stop but instead, tries to correct it as much as possible and to handle the
affair well.” Nothing may come out of negotiations but in any case, we should try.

My last name is Parastaevi and | am of Ossetian origin. | am proud of it and | un-
derstand that the Georgian territory is my homeland. | am a child of this country
and | know that these two nations have loved each other for years and centuries.
I've been studying and my efforts have not gone unnoticed. | was awarded by the
President and I'm proud to have won a computer for my family. You may ask what
| feel when I talk about equality, perhaps material or social injustice prompted me
to take a pen and express what | hold deeply in my heart. Certainly not! | wanted
to share, as confirmed by the title of this essay, whether or not | was equal.
So | am glad that | was able to draw a comparison with many countries with
refugees, countries that still register the rich and the poor. There are students of
different nationalities in my class. The topic of the essay prompted me to carry
out a sort of research. | was monitoring, surveying and recording their situation,
what equality meant for them. | interviewed schoolchildren that are younger than
me and | discovered that no one pays any attention to different nationalities at
our school; a classmate’s nationality, religion, last name was not a problem for
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anyone. However, material inequality is still a problem and | think that this is a
problem related to values. My research reminded me that there are representa-
tives of three nationalities in my family: Georgian, Ossetian and Armenian and we
are living happily under one roof.

God teaches us to “love our neighbour”, a Georgian man shared a single nut
with nine brothers, he also shared a single bite with others and historically lived
in a large family. Unless people experience love, they can't advance, they can’t
create a great art. If a person hates another person’s success, purchase or news,
he will never feel happy.

I am not indifferent towards the current situation in the world. I can hear bombs in
Syria, Israel. My classmate left for Israel several months ago and | am concerned
about his situation. As he was leaving, | could see reluctance on his face, it was
difficult for him to make a choice, both Israel and Georgia are his home. He had
left before and he was missing joy and Georgian love. He continues to be our
friend and | keep him updated about things that are happening at our school
through social media. We live in one space, in one world, therefore | can hear
bombs from different parts of the world and the feeling of empathy is not letting
me feel safe, | feel for them. | remember a quote from George Bernard Shaw:
“The worst sin toward our fellow creatures is not to hate them but to be indifferent
to them.” | would like to work with organisations that protect human rights. | have
an important period of my life ahead of me but I've made my decision a long time
ago - | want to pursue my studies in international relations. I'll primarily focus on
improving relationships between Ossetians and Georgians and | believe that my
generation can achieve success in that respect because we know the meaning of
freedom, the meaning of equality and we will not give up these values.

My “Gori Fortress” has been engulfed by mist but it still stands tall. In its shadows
| can still see Georgia’s grandeur, our praiseworthy ancestors and | believe that
Tamar'’s flag is still protecting my land, it is bringing everyone together, irrespec-
tive of their differences and origins. | believe in democracy building and | know
that the nation that grew up with the ideas of the Knight in the Panther’s Skin will
find a solid place in the Euro-Atlantic space, where together with my peers I'll be
able to say: “I choose equality!”
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SALOME GUBELADZE  <Esgiingis

LTD 6TH AUTHORISED SCHOOL

| am lucky that | wasn’t born within grey walls of reinforced concrete but I've
heard a lot about the time when one person decided what three hundred million
people would listen to, read and recognise as the truth, and where to find their
happiness. It was when Georgia - the ancient hearth of cultural diversity and
tolerance - was turned muddy by the evil machine of totalitarianism.

In 1948, when our planet was healing its wounds from fascism, the UN General
Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration to protect people from oppression,
discrimination and violence. Our country has known this code for centuries, su-
preme values of equality and mutual respect has always been part of its every-
day culture, rooted in its flesh and bones. | am proud to share with my interna-
tional friends one of the oldest tracts of our civilization that dates back to the 12th
century: “The lion’s cubs are equal, be they male or female” (Shota Rustaveli).
If it wasn't for typical Georgian hospitality, we wouldn’t have Orthodox, Catholic,
Gregorian and Islamic places of worship in the capital city. There’s even a Zoro-
astrian temple here, even though Christianity determined not only our religions
but also our political and national identity. Otherwise, we wouldn't have phrases
like “Every guest is God-sent”, we wouldn't have Vazha-Pshavela’s “Cosmopolit-
ism and Patriotism”: “Love your nation, love your country, work for its welfare,
don't hate other nations and don’t envy their happiness.”

In the 80s, it looked like we had finally given up communism, at the cost of blood,
women and children slaughtered with oars, but in fact it didn’t go anywhere, it has
penetrated into all walks of life, in all institutions, it continues to badly decompose
and gouge our eyes. lts influence manifests in everyday life of our miserable
nation, exhausted with internal unrests and nearly driven into the ground: people
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with their eyes gauged on Rustaveli, protesting treacherous occupation, young
people beaten with stools due to their personal lives, teenagers whose heads
were injured because some people threw rocks at them for watching a movie;
public indifference towards mutilated and burnt transgender women with slashed
throats, who are people like us; turning a nationality word - “Armenian” into a
swear-word and an insult, disrespect toward citizens of our neighbouring coun-
tries. The nation living on the border between the West and the East would not
have been tangled in the web of hate, the web of “If you're not with us? You're our
enemy’, if it hadn’t been for the external force, our sworn enemy, whose claws
we have found ourselves in because we share a common faith. Fear and hatred
toward those who are different have been planted like mines by this force and
they haven't gone anywhere, they continue to poison generations in the name of
false sacredness and patriotism.

In 1921, to protest the Soviet Russia’s occupation of the Democratic Republic
of Georgia, distinguished representatives of Georgian youth: Konstantine Gam-
sakhurdia, Vakhtang Kotetishvili, Pavle Ingorokva and Aleksandre Abasheli put
on black Chokha-Akhalokhis, a traditional male costume, and held a memorial
service in a church for the independent state of Georgia, as a sign of mourning.
Paradoxically, “courageous” Georgian men continue to dress in Chokha and ter-
rorize sexual minority representatives. Moreover, the International Day against
Homophobia, 17 May, was announced as a family holiness day intentionally or by
accident, which poured gasoline over the confrontation between minority rights
advocates and protectors of “family holiness” dressed in Chokhas and holding
crooks.

Naturally, when society has been blinded by totalitarianism, it has not freed itself
from the fear of those who are different and distinct, an individual chooses the
only way they can survive - be exactly like others, continue to be bound by the
frame that the Soviet Union authorities liked so much, which destroys the law of
nature - diversity, beauty.

If it hadn’t been for patriotism and the indomitable self-sacrifice of Georgians,
our native land and culture would not have been able to withstand so many trou-
bles and woes. If it hadn’t been for our rebellious spirit, we wouldn’t have been
the first country that managed to escape the Soviet tentacles. Our country has
been standing on strong, solid roots of survival and development since ancient
times. Had we subdued ourselves to each enemy we had, the words “Georgian”,
“Georgia” wouldn’t have existed even in memories. It would have been part of
the past that remains a secret among those who are buried in the ground. The
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unbroken spirit of Georgians continues to tirelessly fight against the system that
firmly resisted acceptability, tolerance and love of freedom that has been cours-
ing through our veins since the time of Argonauts.

“God! listen to the falcon,

I'm sending you a note through him,

Help me, for | remain among pigs eternally...
Thoughts about pigs to be pastured
Punished me every day with tears.

God, make me a sparrow

Sitting on the edge of a fence.”

These words were written by the Georgian poet, Paolo lashvili. On a very hot
summer day in 1937, the author fired a bullet against the world that had turned
into a prison and the system that had its doors locked, and committed suicide
at the Writers’ Union. He fought against the regime that, according to Akaki
Bakradze, was trying to “Tame the art of writing”, which represented the horri-
fying reality of Orwell's “Animal Farm” - where pigs took over everything they
could get their hands on - be it material wealth or others’ freedom, justifying
such abomination by “taking care” of the country and claiming that there was
injustice and mystery outside the borders. Only sparrows or people who yearn
freedom can get away from these very pigs that have taken on human faces in
our miserable country.

My classroom window overlooks a dome of a very beautiful Armenian church.
Nearby, one can also see the beautiful contours of a synagogue and a Cath-
olic church standing peacefully and elegantly. This is where and how a strong
Georgia was born - in equality and diversity, which is also Georgia’s power and
future. Therefore, | choose equality as my genetic code, as a foundation of my
homeland’s power and development.

75



0J6dbJ dJmJlld

1603 AMbIOIIMNL 3IBNGN3OTLNOIONL
BMBIW 1503330LIMOL LATOMM LMW

000000600 303em9d900 y39emab,
806Lb303909cm0 3603001980900 - 060300.

00dob 3902966060

0030b903¢Mg00 O MODOLBMOMIS o3MOMOMINL PoEglo dmbodm-
30000. ,,0000000000 YBMGOOMO LoYM3gMMOM Eg3MOMOE0L” dob-
39039 dybemdo BgMoo: ,yg39emo 9030860 0d0gde MO30LYGOMO
00 MobolBmMo Mo30L0 WoMLgdoms O JRWYOgdom. dom doboggdy-
o 0930 Lobobo s ghmdobymol dodomm ybws 0d3gmwbb ddm-
0oL Lyemobzzgmgdom”. Ag9bL g399obodo mobolbmmdmbol yogemgd
00O (O EOEY0d JMbLGodYE0m, 300mbol B0bodg yzgmo
900600600, gl 0gIMYMo damToMmgmds O EgdmzMohool ydbod-
3690mm30063b0 Foboboomgdgmos. dogMod, dobo dm3b0dbm, MHmA 30-
bmbom 30b0dgdymo Jumgdgdo, goM3azgnm 898mbgg390d0, dbmmme
o808 Lohyzgoo MAgOL o vEdd0abgdL Bg3m bobg®dmosgo dGdm-

O 00300600 Y3930l EalvEegsc.

obgmo 1339 o0 306, 39009 3emobol JmbBogmy. ,,Ladmgomagm go-
Bomemgoob” 3LBo3emMmd o Ly LbgobooMo Eo30b0bg ymzgmmo-
260 Hgommds. Moy vMy A39nmaddos dmgmgbow d0doRboo, 0dol
obemo bbgs m3omom 3ngnM9d. 330, MHm3 3bmgMgde bymog o6
6ol dbmemme 333960960 o, LABYbaMmE, vEOFNdbgd0 VBYEgbosd
103603 PLOTIONEMOSL.

76



3030d6Omd,  L3mmob ETmE3MYd0l 39093  YBYOSOI339M0
393009 O V39b3oGmm dmgdomodggdl bodommeol dogdodo, golbog-

o b3YMOMO JRgOgdl O33.

89 300Ag3 0063LBEMEOMBLL, 03oh™d, ™A gyeml 3h396L YLododmmme
oRdgMmYmo dad0obgdol bggdo.

89 30093 MboLBmOMILL, 0d0(h™a, M3 o6 F0bs 3bg309 do¢ho-
M0, modod gmgmbol o6 bogzaMge d0dybol EodgMmboml o dg9do-
690U, oo, Mododo, 3093060 MZomgdom, LdMys EIMIBLoL
domdo odogyeml 030l dodom, 3000y ,,000093L" o6 3mg96mbm o
8000 dogmomdol dbbggh3gmo gogbgm.

89 306093 MabalBMM®YSL, 030¢hma, H™AY 06 30bgos LB 3mmobm mmabdo
10360mbmEbgb bygymamo vdMmab godmmddol sEnbzol dodom.

39 300A93 MOBOLBMGOMISL, 0do¢hmd, HmI o6 obd Bodomm3odb mo-
30bya300m0 Lohyzob mddol Yogemgde, 0dol godm, GmA3 gomogob Agdo
bomgzodo o6 3mgbmbgde. Lophysol Mmoz0lBYdd bmd FoEMdIMEMANL
100000900 3bd3M30M00.

89 300Rg3 moboLBMEOMALL, 0dohmd, MmI PBGYL3gMmYMBOmO 0ymb
A3960 Logzo®gemo 89009000 o d8dYgBEL BH3domo Lodghy, 3Jmbrgm
mombgymo 39bLod Fomo 93Mm3gmo Mmobohmengdol dbgogbow o
06 9d0bmegm LoEozol o doddogmol, dggdmmm Bodemol yo3ze O
obggbgde.

89 300R93 mobobBmmM®OOL, 0dohmd, Gm3 y3gme Agdo Mmobodhmemo
803000, dmbogzoMyemg, 386639 gotMgdmdo 0d8GEgdmEL. 0bobo o6
16000 093696 MmFOby®0 dogmomdol dubggMmdmbo, dohm3gdnmbo o
2bobemzommbo, MMBgmmobog dMmobmegl dool ,,mm3moli dodye”
03060 odado bydyoboms o Lohydhgdoom.

09 300Ag3 MoboLBMGOMASL, 0dohmd, MM3 g3gmo Joemob Ygemg-
00 003300 MFObLY o LdLObY®An, Fom MMaMEOE MbILBEMEL 0lg
934mHmdmEBgb o dMObmEL domoEmwbyb domBdg g3ndogyMow, o6
99996 3dmEbgb LogmEbemol dmLdmdom o dMOLmEIL 0eMY3g0mEbyb
gogmgdo 3odv30390006 bgmom.

77



89 3039LogmAgd0 0Lgm MObILBMMMBLL, Lo Y439emol ghmbonMo
934H™md006 O MOBOLBMEOMISL, Lo goblbgeggonm dd0sbgdL Lo-
Bmagomgdol Leymo dbotagame od3m.

89 0039b0m3900 0LYM MOBOLBMOMISL, Lol 306mbo YBgbogbos o
0000 mobodgdmdol doMgdo yzgmedg nBtm 306mbamdAnmgdo
00000,

89 9039L0em3g900 0bgm MVHILBEMMOMALL, bosy Lggugomybo Ydodyg-
bmOgd0L BoMBMI390MgoL oM Rogmemoggb.

39 803903900 0LYE MOBALBMOMISL, Logol vdMmo bbgowobbgom-
00 oggdymos, ooy 3Mohozym o8GL ybdgbgb, Looy oM 0ygbgdgb
bodyemgomol 96ob o gHMbgML 06 YLBMMEYdNSD goblbgazgdymo
odMob godm.

39 0039boemagd0 0bgm g3940bodo 3bmaMgdel, ooy Lodomemg o
300mb0 dgmdb.

30m3Mgdo bmd dbgmo bobdm3mge, dmEY, gogymododmm ghmadobyml
gm39mo Eg, by 3930390900 9OMTobgmL dogmamdoby o odo-
3960 06goM0dLBmMmgd0bmgol, dmzyadmbomEm s Jn3gughmm
96m3obgmb. 30333000 MOmMgnmo bogmEbmg, Johmagmgdm, A3gd
M0 339o3L obozomagn d30emgdoa!

78



MANANA BERAIA

LEPL PUBLIC SCHOOL OF VILLAGE SACHAMIASERI,
CHOKHATAURI MUNICIPALITY

“Equal rights for all,
special privileges for none.”

Thomas Jefferson

Freedom and equality are the greatest achievements of mankind. The very first
article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reads: “All human beings
are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” In
our country, the right to equality is recognised and protected by the Constitution;
everyone is equal before the law. This is an ideal situation and a very important
element of democracy, however, in some cases rights guaranteed by law remain
on paper and people have to fight in order to protect their rights.

I've grown up; I'm a tenth-grader now. | study Civic Education, which has helped
me see our everyday reality in a different light. I look at what | used to think of as
ordinary from a different perspective. | believe that life isn’t always beautiful, as
unfortunately people have to face many injustices.

| think about becoming a human rights advocate after | finish high school, in order
to help others find the truth and teach them how to protect their rights.

| choose equality because seeing the fate of victims of injustice and oppression
breaks my heart.

| choose equality because | don't want to see a beautiful little girl or a lovely boy,
startled and scared, with big beautiful and teary eyes, hiding somewhere at the
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end of a hallway, thinking what if “older people” don't like me and | become a
victim of their violence.

| choose equality because | don’t want children to be afraid of expressing their
opinions in the classroom, fearing that someone will mock them.

| choose equality because | don't want anyone to take away my freedom of
speech because someone didn’t like what | said. Freedom of speech is one of
the greatest achievements of mankind.

| choose equality because | want our beloved grandparents to enjoy their lives,
have a dignified pension, similar to their European peers, without fearing cold or
hunger. | want them to be able to buy medications and go on vacations.

| choose equality because | want all children to grow up in a peaceful, loving
and caring environment. | don’t want them to be victims of violence, abandoned
and homeless. | want Santa to visit them every year, with his magical bag filled
with gifts.

| choose equality because | want women'’s rights to be protected in families and
at work; | want them to be treated as equals and to never be subjected to physical
violence or death threats. | want women to never be killed by men.

| welcome equality where everyone is treated equally and where different people
enjoy full support of the society.

| welcome equality where people respect the rule of law, especially high-level
officials.

| welcome equality where sexual minority representatives are not stoned to
death.

| welcome equality where different opinions are accepted, where critical opinion
is heard and hate speech is not used, where people aren't assaulted for differing
opinions.

| welcome living in a country ruled by the truth and the law.

Life is short, so let's make each other’s day more beautiful, let's not engage in vi-
olence and physical retaliation, let's take care of one another and show affection.
Georgians, let's protect every single life. We cannot afford to lose any children!
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KRISTINA KARCHAVA

LEPL N1 PUBLIC SCHOOL OF VILLAGE INGIRI,
ZUGDIDI MUNICIPALITY

Equality is an integral element of a contemporary democratic state. It is a
prerequisite of our prosperity because without it development is impossible.

According to the very first article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are en-
dowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a
spirit of brotherhood.”

God created us different. Our appearance, language, religion, colour and abilities
make us different. Is this of a decisive importance? Do relationships, attitudes
and most importantly, feelings depend on this?

Georgian children’s writer and public figure lakob Gogebashvili once said: “The
principle of equal rights reinforces human attitudes among different tribe ele-
ments. It creates trust and love, strengthens local and non-local fruitful influenc-
es and promotes a joint strive towards a shared cause ... repressive measures
based on narrow racial characteristics can only lead us to a negative outcome.”

Based on this, | conclude that the idea of equality is not a novel topic in Georgia,
however the question is, has this notion been understood and recognised by
the Georgian nation? It is unfair to accuse all Georgians of discrimination but
unfortunately there are people who consciously or unconsciously violate equality
of rights.

| cannot say that the Georgian nation is truly equal because for ten years | wit-
nessed and was part of a small Arab girl becoming a victim of inequality. | remem-
ber my first day at school - September 14, 2009. That day, | saw a seven-year
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old little girl. Unfortunately, the first thing that we noticed about her was how
“different” she was; she stood out from all of us.

| remember our small fingers pointing at her and her scared big black eyes. This
was followed by endless questions about why she was “like that”, why she was
dressed “like that”, what was her mother wearing on her head. Can you imagine
what she was feeling in that moment? You cannot feel her pain unless to experi-
ence it. Now that I've grown up, every time | reminisce about that day, | feel pain
and this pain intensifies as | realise that it didn’t stop there.

It lasted several years and worsened gradually. Our curiosity had no limits. We
didn’t like her skin colour, her beliefs - perceptions, we condemned her religion
and we clearly expressed it. This led to us pushing her away. Because of us, she
chose to stay silent. Most of all, | am upset because our parents, people who
should have warned us, given us advice and told us not to behave like that, did
nothing about it. However, teachers were constantly protecting the little girl from
our harassment.

| find that the older generation is also to blame because they didn't instil foun-
dations and principles of equality in us. Fortunately, this was not a permanent
situation. | don't know if it was because in time we had started thinking different-
ly and our values had changed, or because our education and worldview had
improved, but the fact is that the girl was no longer a stranger. We saw in her
things that we didn’t or couldn’t notice before. We saw her eyes filled with love,
her desire for friendship and her unlimited kindness. Despite our past actions,
she accepted us and fell in love with us, just like we did, but I'm certain that we
robbed her of many things. First of all, we robbed her of a carefree childhood.
As a result of our actions, she developed complexes. This was eliminated in time
but unfortunately, not thoroughly. We learned many things from this little girl.
We saw how deep her religious beliefs were, how she loved her mother tongue
language and how she respected our religion. Because of her and as a result of
our life experience, | am convinced that none of us will ever breach equality or
subject someone to discrimination and we will teach and explain to our children
the importance of equality.

As aresult, | can say with confidence that equality is the most important ideology
to me. | want to be equal not only in my country but everywhere. | don’t want to
become a victim of discrimination. | don't want to be locked in and someone to
clip my little wings. It is my dream for someone to notice us and value us not
because of our religion and colour but because of our potential.

“Equal rights for all, special privileges for none.”
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Together with our different characteristics we
create ideas, cultures, beautiful colours,
enjoyable sounds, interesting forms. In this
diversity, in this equality, we hope for a better
tomorrow.

This is the collection of winning essays from a
competition organised by the Council of Europe
Office in Georgia and the Georgian Ministry of
Education, Science, Culture and Sport.

Georgian students, aged 15-18 years-old, were
invited to write an essay on their thoughts and
experience of diversity and equality in Georgia
today, and/or equality reflected through
Georgian history, literature and culture.
The students replied to the question: | choose
equality because...?

This publication is part of the “l Choose Equality”
campaign run by the co-operation project
“Fight against Discrimination, Hate Crimes and
Hate Speech in Georgia”. The project is
implemented under the Council of Europe's
Action Plan for Georgia 2016-2019 with the
financial support of the Danish Neighbourhood
Programme in Georgia (DANEP).

GEO

The Council of Europe is the continent's leading
human rights organisation. It comprises 47
member states, including all members of the
European Union. All Council of Europe member
states have signed up to the European
Convention on Human Rights, a treaty designed
to protect human rights, democracy and the rule
of law. The European Court of Human Rights
oversees the implementation of the Convention
in the member states.
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