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Agenda item 1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda

1. The Committee of the Parties to the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and
Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (hereinafter referred to
respectively as “the Committee” and “the Convention”) held its 10" meeting on 13 April 2021
in Strasbourg, by virtual means. It adopted the draft agenda of the meeting as it appears in
document IC-CP(2021)0J10 and which is set out in Appendix I. The list of participants is set
out in Appendix II.

Agenda item 2. Administrative and budgetary Information

2. The Executive Secretary informed the Committee about the exceptional measures for
monitoring mechanisms authorised by the Committee of Ministers, aiming to reinforce the work
of monitoring mechanisms by allocating part of the 2020 unspent appropriations to a special
account for the purpose of reducing, in the period 2022-2023, the backlog of monitoring visits
caused by the restrictions on travel in place due to the Covid-19 pandemic. As a result, an
additional staff member will be recruited to join the Secretariat for a period of 24 months as of
2022.

Agenda item 3. Current affairs

3. The Committee discussed the recent decision of the Turkish authorities to withdraw
from the Istanbul Convention. The Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Ms Marija
PejCinovi¢ Buri¢, delivered a speech and exchanged on the situation with the Committee
members and participants. The Secretary General recalled that it is the first time in the history
of the Council of Europe that a member state has withdrawn from a major human rights treaty.
She shared her determination to uphold, promote and preserve the Convention as well as to
expand the circle of those committed to the treaty and promote the positive and honest
narrative around it, including with the help of the Venice Commission Opinion on the
constitutional implications of the ratification of the Istanbul Convention by Armenia
(CDL(2019)035).

4. Several delegations took the floor to thank the Secretary General for her strong support
to the Istanbul Convention. They expressed their regrets towards the steps taken by the
Turkish President and recalled the importance of the convention. They stated the need to
dispel false narratives around the convention as well as to encourage signatory states to ratify
it.

Agenda item 4. State of signatures and ratifications of the Istanbul Convention

a) Action taken by member States of the Council of Europe towards ratification of the
Istanbul Convention

5. The delegations of Liechtenstein and Ukraine shared information regarding the
ratification process under way in their respective countries.

b) Declarations and reservations

6. The Executive Secretary informed the Committee that Poland communicated its partial
renewal of its reservations as well as the reasons therefore. According to Article 79, paragraph
3, of the Istanbul Convention, the explanations of the Polish authorities on the grounds
justifying the reservations’ continuance will be communicated to GREVIO.


https://www.coe.int/en/web/secretary-general/-/10th-meeting-of-the-committee-of-the-parties-council-of-europe-convention-on-preventing-and-combating-violence-against-women-and-domestic-violence-ist
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2019)018-e
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Agenda item 5. Exchange of views with Marceline Naudi, President of GREVIO

7. The Chair recalled that based on the rules of procedure, the Committee regularly meets
with the President of GREVIO to hear about the state of the work of GREVIO and progress in
preparing its reports and conclusions concerning the measures taken by the Parties to
implement the provisions of the Convention, as well as any other issue relating to the
functioning of the monitoring mechanism of the Convention.

8. On the basis of the 1%t and 2" general activity reports of GREVIO, Marceline Naudi
presented trends and challenges in the implementation of the Istanbul Convention which stem
from GREVIO’s evaluation reports published so far. She addressed the impact of the Covid-
19 pandemic on violence against women and victims’ access to support services. She informed
the Committee of several aspects of GREVIO’s work, such as the process of developing its
first General Recommendation on the Digital Dimension of Violence against Women, and its
support to the Platform of Independent Regional and United Nations monitoring bodies on
Women’s Rights and Violence against Women (EDVAW Platform). Marceline Naudi thanked
states parties for their co-operation and commitment to the evaluation procedure.

9. Several delegations took the floor to thank Marceline Naudi for her and GREVIO’s work.
They shared information on measures taken to further implement the Istanbul Convention and
GREVIO’s findings. In addition, issues such as the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, the
EDVAW Platform and the co-ordination with other human rights monitoring bodies were
addressed. Marceline Naudi expressed her interest in the framework for supervising the
implementation of recommendations made by the Committee of the Parties, looking forward
to future co-operation between GREVIO and the Committee on that matter.

Agendaitem 6. Framework for supervising the implementation of recommendations
addressed to states parties

10. The Chair recalled that the Committee of the Parties’ Rules of Procedure task the
Committee of the Parties with the supervision of the implementation of its recommendations
addressed to states parties. Following the discussion held at the 9th meeting of the Committee
on the possible modalities of such supervision, as well as the decision, at the same meeting,
to use a standardised reporting form to report back to the Committee, the Chair presented a
revised version of the framework for supervising the implementation of recommendations
addressed to states parties.

11. Two delegations suggested amendments to the framework. The Committee discussed
the arrangements for the publication of the different documents of the procedure as well as the
modalities for participation of non-governmental organisations, civil society and national
institutions for the protection of human rights.

12. With a modification agreed on during the meeting, the Committee adopted the
framework for supervising the implementation of recommendations addressed to states
parties.

Agendaitem 7. Declaration of the Committee of the Parties on the 10th anniversary of
the opening for signature of the Istanbul Convention

13. The Chair informed the Committee that the 10" anniversary of the opening for signature
of the Istanbul Convention will be celebrated in many ways, including with a virtual conference
on 11 May 2021 organised by the Council of Europe together with the German Presidency to
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the Council of Europe, as well as a wide range of multi-media material promoting the Istanbul
Convention and showcasing the impact and positive change it has created in the past 10 years,
and the publication of a horizontal review of all 17 GREVIO evaluation reports issued to date.
The Chair recalled the decision, at the 9th meeting of the Committee, to adopt a declaration
on the occasion of the 10™ anniversary of the opening for signature of the Istanbul Convention.
The Committee thus discussed the amendments proposed to the declaration and adopted the
text of the declaration with modifications agreed during the meeting. The Committee agreed to
give the opportunity to one state party to confirm its agreement to join the declaration in the
upcoming days.

Agenda item 8. Opinion of the Committee of the Parties on GREVIO’s draft General
Recommendation on the digital dimension of violence against women

14. The Chair recalled that the Committee was invited to provide its opinion on GREVIO’s
draft General Recommendation on the digital dimension of violence against women. Following
the adoption of the draft General Recommendation at its last meeting in February, GREVIO
started a consultation process, asking several Committees within the Council of Europe for
their opinion on the draft. Comments submitted will be reviewed by GREVIO, which will decide
whether to reflect them or not in the final version of the General Recommendation.

15. The Chair thanked all delegations that had sent in comments and proposals for
alternative wording for consideration by GREVIO. These comments had been compiled into a
consolidated opinion for discussion and adoption by the Committee, which was adopted with
the modifications agreed on during the meeting.

Agenda item 9. Date of next meeting

16. The Committee decided to hold its next meeting on 7 December 2021 in Strasbourg.

Agenda item 10. Designation of a Gender Equality Rapporteur

17. The Committee designated Ms Jitske Bosch (Netherlands) as Gender Equality
Rapporteur.

Agenda item 11. Other business

18. The Chair informed the Committee of the decision of the Committee of Ministers to
communicate the Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 2196 (2021) on the “Impact of
labour migration on left-behind children” to the Committee of the Parties for information and
possible comments by 30 April 2021. The Chair highlighted the importance of the topic which
might be considered by the Committee in relation to some countries and suggested to take this
recommendation under advisement.

Agenda item 12. Adoption of the list of decisions taken

19. The Committee adopted the list of decisions as set out in document IC-
CP/Inf(2021)LD10.
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Appendix |I: Agenda
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a) Action taken by member States of the Council of Europe towards ratification of
the Istanbul Convention

b)  Action taken by the European Union towards signature and ratification of the
Istanbul Convention

C) Declarations and reservations
5. Exchange of views with Marceline Naudi, President of GREVIO

6. Framework for supervising the implementation of recommendations addressed
to states parties

7. Declaration of the Committee of the Parties on the 10" anniversary of the
opening for signature of the Istanbul Convention

8. Opinion of the Committee of the Parties on GREVIO’s draft General
Recommendation on the digital dimension of violence against women

9. Date of next meeting
10. Designation of a Gender Equality Rapporteur
11. Other business

12. Adoption of the list of decisions taken
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https://intranet.coe.int/group/protocol/diplomatic-missions#LV
https://intranet.coe.int/group/protocol/diplomatic-missions#LI
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