The Nature of Homolje: current and potential future impacts
of the Dundee Precious Metals (DPM) mining activities




Homolje: geographical location

Homolje is situated
in Eastern Serbia.

\ It is part of the
G Carpathian Mountains,
, therefore (nominally)
s protected under the
T "\ Carpathian Convention



Homolje is one of the few Serbia’s wilderness area and one of the top
biodiversity hotspots

143 protected species (57 from the Bern Convention)

(source: Database of the Faculty of Biology, University of Belgrade) 42 Habitat Directive,

7 Bonn Convention,
7 CITES

81 species of birds (74 from the Bern Convention)
31 Birds Directive

out of which 79 are nesting birds
(source: Bird protection and study society of Serbia field work)

Falco peregrinus

Eurasian Lynx




H a b |tatS (marine version 2022 & terrestrial version 2021)

T1962 - Helleno-Moesian Quercus frainetto forests,

T19641 - Helleno-Moesian Quercus petraea forests,

T1E1C3 - Moesian oak-hornbeam forests,

T1E322 - Dacio-Moesian hornbeam forests,

T1F621 - Moesian Fagus-ash-sycamore ravine forests,

T1F622 - Moesian horse-chestnut ravine forests,

U29 - Eastern Mediterranean base-rich scree,

U3322 - Carpatho-Balkano-Rhodopide campion siliceous cliffs,

U3711 - Helleno-Balkanic calcicolous chasmophyte communities wetlands, ponds,
gorges, and underground springs.



Outstanding karst geomorphology, rich in gorges, caves, karst
bridges, and tufa accumulations (biodiversity ecosystems)




Part of the Danube basin (upper catchment area of rivers Mlava and Pek are in
the area of the DPM’s projects)
Serbia is a signatory of the Danube River Protection Convention
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Rich in surface and groundwater, it hosts three hydrogeological protected sites ‘of
extraordinary national importance’: Mlava River Spring, Krupaja River Spring and
Homolje intermittent spring.

L Viava prm e SRR @ Homolje Intermittent spring i

N\



DPM in Homolje: present since 2004/5

DPM Licences:

1. Potaj Cuka Tisnica
2. Coka Rakita

3. PesterlJug

4. Umka

National Park

Kucaj-Beljanica
(Emerald)

Repeated re-issuing of
exploration rights resulted in
approx. 1500 drill holes in
Homolje.

Currently, there are two
projects:

1. Timok project (on Potaj
Cuka - Tisnica licence) — in
the phase of Feasibility Study,
but on hold.

2. Coka Rakita project (on
Coka Rakita licence) —
exploration phase; PEA
published in June 2024



Consequences of the exploration drilling:
1. Drilling platform soil and vegetation destruction — regular DPM practice; top
soil not replaced in breach of Serbian legislation




Consequences of the exploration drilling
2. Drill holes not closed properly and leaking (number of cases like this still to be
established)




Consequences of the exploration drilling
3. Discharge of the drilling slurry directly into waterbodies and the soil (contrary
to the Serbian legislation requiring these to be treated as a mining waste)

Drilling slur pool: no protective
membrane

Drilling slur discharged dir
into a stream :




Consequences of the exploration drilling:
3. Uncontrolled water extraction from the local streams and rivers, endangering the
habitats; at least 6 locations found (DPM does not posses water acts/permission for this)

Stone crayfish being sucked up by a
DPM pump (note the missing pincer)




Negligence or accident?

-29.05.2024. Coka Rakita 2535 ,There
was an accidental leakage of oil from
the water pump used to pump it for the
needs exploratory wells DPDD 021°

- 28.08.2024. Coka Rakita 2535 on the
exploration well DPDD 024 ,There was
accidental spillage of mud from the
mud tank. “

-28.08.2024. Coka Rakita 2535 on the
exploratory well DPDD 021 ,There was an
accident mud spills during drilling, the
remains_of which were observed under the

drilling platform on the forest floor. “
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Peny6auxa Cpérja

MHHEHCTaPCTEO 3AINTHTE AHBOTHE CPeIHEE

CexTop 33 HAT30p H NPEBEHTHBHO Je0BAMke Y KHBOTHO) CPEIHEH
Oncex 3a saraljema 3 06jexaTa ca HETETPHCAHOM I03BONOM

Bpoj: 002411407 2024 14850 007 003 042 002

Jarym: 25.11.2024. romame

Hemammna 22-26

Tpr Pemy6auxe Gp:5.
Cnenepeso
3

Hsar Munocasmesuh
YT PuC Mnascka Bojcka

Tomroparm cxoxmo 3aKOHY O HHCIEKITH)CKOM HaZ3Opy o0aBemTasaM Bac 1a HHCIIEKITH)CKH
raxsop Hax panom JTIM Asana noo Beorpax HEje OKOHYaH, jep ce 09eKy]y ZOJaTHH H3BEIITA)H
O KBATHTETY BOZe Ha MECTy KOHTaMHEAmH]e

Kao mrTo cTe ymossaTH HECHEXIH)CKH Haa3op jep oGasmen ama 29.08.2024. rozune u Taga
cy yTBpljere He3aKOHHTOCTH:

- mana 29.05.2024. roxuse Ha noxatHTeTey Yoka PaxmTa Ha HeTpaxHOM mpocTopy 2535
OO je X0 aKIMHAEHTHOT Mypesha yiba H3 MyMIle 3a BOXY KOJHM jé HCTa NPIUbeHa 3a moTpebe
Hetpaxse Gymotrre JILTT 021,

- mana 28.08.2024. romure ToxoM H3BOlema HCTPAKHHX PallmH Ha JoxanHTerey Yoxa Paxuta
Ha HCTpaxHOM mpoctopy 2535 Ea mcrtpaxmo] Gymormem JIIA 024 zama mommo je mo
aKIHIEHTHOT H3 pesepBoapa ca

- 28.08.2024. romu=e Ha noxaauTterey Uoka Paxura Ha HcTpaxmOM mpocrtopy 2535 Ha
mcrpaxHo] Gymorumm AIIIA 021 mama 28.08.2024. rommme ZomuIo je N0 AKIHIEHTHOT
a HCILTaKe I Gymema THjE Cy OCTaNH YOUeHH HCHOX mIaTdopue 3a Gymeme
Ha ITYMCKOM 3EPM/BHINTY.

HHcrmexTop je HAKOH yO4YaBama HE3AaKOHHTOCTH HAO3HPAHOM CYGjeKTy HATOKHO Mepe:
JoCTaBbama HIBEITAja O MepelY KBANHTETa BOAA Y BOXOTOKY Ha MeCTy H3IHBA HCIUIAKe, Ko H
CaHAIH]y 3eM/BHINTA.

Haxom H3BpmeHOr Hagsopa HECIEKTOpP jeé YOyTHO mHcamo oGasemreme MummcTapersy
pyaapctsa Hemeprernxe,CexTopy 3a HEcHekmmjckE Hamsop, Oxembeme reoJomxe H pymapcke
HHECIIeXHje Xao H MHEHCTapeTBy mobonmpHEpexe, myMapcTBa H BogonpuBpene, PemySmaaxo)
IOHpeKUH]H 3a Boge, Onebemy BOIHE HECHEKIH]e.

Ministry of Environmental Protection,
Sector for supervision and preventive action
in the environment; Department for
pollution from facilities with an integrated
permit



Violations of Bern Convention Articles

The Government is in breach of at least the following Bern Convention Articles
Each Contracting Party shall take:

3.2: In its planning and development policies and in its measures against pollution, to have regard
to the conservation of wild flora and fauna.

4.1: Appropriate and necessary legislative and administrative measures to ensure the conservation
of the habitats of the wild flora and fauna species, especially those specified in Appendices | and II,
and the conservation of endangered natural habitats.

4.2: In their planning and development policies shall have regard to the conservation
requirements of the areas protected_under the preceding paragraph, so as to avoid or minimise as
far as possible any deterioration of such areas

4.3: Undertake to give special attention to the protection of areas that are of importance for the
migratory species specified in Appendices Il and Il and which are appropriately situated in relation
to migration routes, as wintering, staging, feeding, breeding or moulting areas

6: Appropriate and necessary legislative and administrative measures to ensure the special
protection of the wild fauna species specified in Appendix Il. The following will in particular be
prohibited for these species:

b: the deliberate damage to or destruction of breeding or resting sites;

C: the deliberate disturbance of wild fauna, particularILduring the period of breeding,
rearing and hibernation, insofar as disturbance would be significant in relation to the
objectives of this Convention



Rights of Nature

e Nature destruction from the mining
activities breaches the inherent
rights to life and health of
protected flora, fauna and habitats

e Bern Convention recognises an
ecocentric approach to protection of
species in its preamble — “intrinsic

- =

value” of wild flora and fauna i R ———

Carabus ulrichii ssp. arrogans More Photos
e Article 4(1) of the Bern Convention Carabus (Carabus) ulrichii
requires States to guarantee the arrogants Schaum, 1859 -an
rights of Nature through appropriate endemic taxon for eastern Serbia

and necessary legislative and
administrative measures



