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Marite Moras, Head of Co-operation Activities 
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1 Introductory remarks – 5 min 
 

   

 Welcome address by Vasco Alves Cordeiro, President of the Committee of the Regions 

 Introductory remarks by Leendert Verbeek, President of the Congress  

 Adoption of the draft agenda 
 
 

2 Stocktaking of relevant activities and outlook for thematic and political priorities of co-operation – 

40 min  

 

  
 

 Input by the Committee of the Regions on: 
- 2022 EU Annual Report on the State of the Regions and Cities  
- Follow-up to the Conference on the Future of Europe 

- Initiatives promoting deliberative democracy 
- Charter on Youth and Democracy 

- Fight against disinformation and hate speech 
- Mayor Paweł Adamowicz Award 

- Upcoming initiatives in 2023 
 

 Input by the Congress on: 
- Monitoring the situation of local and regional democracy 
- Local and regional responsibilities in protecting human rights: 

           - human rights and the environment: “greening” of the European Charter of Local 
             Self-Government  
          - other ongoing human rights activities 

- Improving local and regional governance in response to crises: 
           -  countering fake news and hate speech  
            - revision of the Urban Charter  
            - promoting deliberative democracy 
            - regional identities: promoting dialogue and diversity in unity  
            - role of the 2nd chamber of parliaments in representing territorial interest 

  
- Upcoming activities and the 4th Summit of the Council of Europe 

 
Exchange of views 
 
Documents: 
- Relevant Congress and CoR activities, publications and other documents – checklist and appendix 
 
 

3 Exchange of views on efforts to support cities and regions in Ukraine – 40 min  
   

  
Discussion on the efforts to support reconstruction as well as local/regional democracy, good governance 
and rule of law in the context of the war in Ukraine 
 

 Input by the CoR on:  
- Alliance of cities and regions for the reconstruction of the Ukraine 

- Exchange on the future of the Eastern Partnership, including in the context of the European Political 
Community 

- Conclusions of the CORLEAP meeting in Liberec on 3/4 November and WG Ukraine 
 

 

 Input by the Congress on: 
- Congress political action (Declaration, President’s visit to Ukraine, session debates, report on 

women and children refugees) 
- Cities4cities platform and coordination meetings with European associations 
- Survey on the challenges of Ukrainian local and regional authorities in providing services in times 

of war 
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- Council of Europe Action Plan for Ukraine “Resilience, Recovery and Reconstruction” (2023-2026) 
and Congress co-operation activities 

 
 

4 Any other business and Closing remarks– 5 min 
 

 
Brief exchange on the Congress and CoR calendars for 2023 - next High-Level Group Meeting hosted 
by the Congress 
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Appendix 1 

 

 

Background information and supporting documents  

 

  

Congress documents 

 Human Rights Handbook for local and regional authorities: Environment and sustainable development 

 Declaration 5 (2022): The Russian Federation’s war against Ukraine    

 Co-operation activities in Ukraine  

 Co-operation activities of the Congress in member States and neighbouring regions  

 Resolution 465 (2021) – Priorities of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities 2021-2026 

 A Fundamental Right to the Environment: A Matter for Local and Regional Authorities 

Towards a green reading of the European Charter of Local Self-Government  

 Recurring issues based on assessments resulting from Congress monitoring of the European Charter of 

Local Self-Government and election observation missions 

(reference period 2017-2020) 

 Regional Identities: Promoting Dialogue and Diversity in Unity   

 Hate Speech and Fake News: The Impact on Working Conditions of Local and Regional Elected 

Representatives 

 Beyond Elections: The Use of Deliberative Methods in European Municipalities and Regions   

 Reception of Women and Children Refugees in Europe’s Cities and Regions   

 Needs and Priorities of Local Authorities of Ukraine Related to the Provision of Services in Times of War 

and Post-War Recovery 

 Congress sessions and Bureau meetings in 2023 

 

Statements by the President on Ukraine 

 Council of Europe Congress President condemns illegal annexation by the Russian Federation of 

Ukrainian territories  

 President of the Congress, Leendert Verbeek: "So-called referendums organised in the occupied 

territories of Ukraine are a denial of the rule of law, human rights and democracy" 

 Congress President condemns the continuing abduction of Ukrainian local elected representatives 

 Congress President warns of fictitious Russian "referendums" in Ukrainian territories 

 Ukraine: Statement by Congress President condemning the abduction of the Mayor of Kherson 

 Council of Europe Congress President condemns the crimes against Ukrainian citizens and elected local 

leaders 

 Congress President strongly condemns abductions of Ukrainian mayors and elected representatives 

 Council of Europe Congress condemns war against Ukraine and calls on Russian Federation to meet its 

obligations under international law, including international humanitarian law 

 Congress President strongly condemns abduction of Mayors and pressure on local and regional 

authorities in Ukraine 

https://rm.coe.int/human-rights-handbook-for-local-and-regional-authorities-environment-a/1680a8812e%0A%0AHelp/Aide%20http:/rm.coe.int/help/email_as_public_link.htm
https://rm.coe.int/0900001680a5ec3d
https://rm.coe.int/cooperation-activities-in-ukraine/1680a6bc2e
https://rm.coe.int/0900001680a8917e
https://rm.coe.int/native/0900001680a1b0bd
https://rm.coe.int/a-fundamental-right-to-the-environment-a-matter-for-local-and-regional/1680a78e2b%0A%0AHelp/Aide%20http:/rm.coe.int/help/email_as_public_link.htm
https://rm.coe.int/a-fundamental-right-to-the-environment-a-matter-for-local-and-regional/1680a78e2b%0A%0AHelp/Aide%20http:/rm.coe.int/help/email_as_public_link.htm
https://rm.coe.int/recurring-issues-2017-2020-rapporteurs-stewart-dickson-united-kingdom-/1680a28a72%0A%0AHelp/Aide%20http:/rm.coe.int/help/email_as_public_link.htm
https://rm.coe.int/recurring-issues-2017-2020-rapporteurs-stewart-dickson-united-kingdom-/1680a28a72%0A%0AHelp/Aide%20http:/rm.coe.int/help/email_as_public_link.htm
https://rm.coe.int/recurring-issues-2017-2020-rapporteurs-stewart-dickson-united-kingdom-/1680a28a72%0A%0AHelp/Aide%20http:/rm.coe.int/help/email_as_public_link.htm
https://rm.coe.int/regional-identities-promoting-dialogue-and-diversity-in-unity-rapporte/1680a86260
https://rm.coe.int/hate-speech-and-fake-news-the-impact-on-working-conditions-of-local-an/1680a8340b
https://rm.coe.int/hate-speech-and-fake-news-the-impact-on-working-conditions-of-local-an/1680a8340b
https://rm.coe.int/cg-2022-42-12-en-beyond-elections-the-use-of-deliberative-methods-in-e/1680a5b00d
https://rm.coe.int/reception-of-women-and-children-refugees-in-europe-s-cities-and-region/1680a85aa2
https://rm.coe.int/survey-needs-and-priorities-of-ukr-local-authorities/1680a91f03
https://rm.coe.int/survey-needs-and-priorities-of-ukr-local-authorities/1680a91f03
https://rm.coe.int/session-and-bureaux-meetings-in-2023/1680a87f41
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/council-of-europe-congress-president-condemns-illegal-annexation-by-the-russian-federation-of-ukrainian-territories
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/council-of-europe-congress-president-condemns-illegal-annexation-by-the-russian-federation-of-ukrainian-territories
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/president-of-the-congress-leendert-verbeek-so-called-referendums-organised-in-the-occupied-territories-of-ukraine-are-a-denial-of-the-rule-of-law-huma
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/president-of-the-congress-leendert-verbeek-so-called-referendums-organised-in-the-occupied-territories-of-ukraine-are-a-denial-of-the-rule-of-law-huma
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/congress-president-condemns-the-continuing-abduction-of-ukrainian-local-elected-representatives
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/congress-president-warns-of-fictitious-russian-referendums-in-ukrainian-territories
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/ukraine-statement-by-congress-president-condemning-the-abduction-of-the-mayor-of-kherson
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/council-of-europe-congress-president-condemns-the-crimes-against-ukrainian-citizens-and-elected-local-leaders
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/council-of-europe-congress-president-condemns-the-crimes-against-ukrainian-citizens-and-elected-local-leaders
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/congress-president-strongly-condemns-abductions-of-ukrainian-mayors-and-elected-representatives
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/le-congres-du-conseil-de-l-europe-condamne-la-guerre-contre-l-ukraine-et-demande-a-la-federation-de-russie-de-respecter-ses-obligations-en-vertu-du-dr
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/le-congres-du-conseil-de-l-europe-condamne-la-guerre-contre-l-ukraine-et-demande-a-la-federation-de-russie-de-respecter-ses-obligations-en-vertu-du-dr
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/congress-president-strongly-condemns-abduction-of-mayors-and-pressure-on-local-and-regional-authorities-in-ukraine
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/congress-president-strongly-condemns-abduction-of-mayors-and-pressure-on-local-and-regional-authorities-in-ukraine
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 Bureau of the Council of Europe Congress adopts a declaration on the situation in Ukraine 

 Statement by the President of the Council of Europe Congress on the Russian military attack against 

Ukraine 

 Council of Europe Congress President condemns the recognition of the so-called ‘people’s republics’ of 

Donetsk and Luhansk by the Russian Federation 

 

 

CoR 

 2022 EU Annual Report on the State of the Regions and Cities 

 Speech of the President on the State of Regions and Cites in the European Union 

 European Alliance of Cities and Regions for the Reconstruction of Ukraine 

 Committee of the Regions expresses outrage at attacks on Ukrainian cities and pledges long-term 

support for Ukraine's reconstruction   

 Decentralisation and green agenda are critical for Eastern Partnership 

 Help Ukraine: Info-Support Hub 

 European Charter on Youth and Democracy 

 Mayor Paweł Adamowicz Award 

 2023 CoR Meetings Calendar 

 

Opinions and resolutions 

 Extending the list of EU crimes to hate speech and hate crimes 

 The Future of the Eastern Partnership from a local and regional perspective 

 The role of EU cities and regions in rebuilding Ukraine 

 European Democracy Action Plan 

 Resolution on the contribution of the local and regional authorities to the Conference on the Future of 

Europe 

 

Studies 

 Challenges and opportunities of LRAs’ involvement in the reconstruction of Ukraine 

 EU cities and regions welcoming Ukrainian refugees – mapping multilevel coordination 

 The State of Local and Regional Democracy - A Youth Perspective 

 Developing a handbook on good practice in countering disinformation at local and regional level 

 Localising the green agenda in the Eastern Partnership 

 The territorial dimension of the Conference on the Future of Europe and its follow-ups 

 The role and place of local democracy and decentralisation in the modernisation and consolidation of 

democratic processes in the Eastern Partnership countries 

 EU financial assistance available to local and regional authorities in Eastern Partnership countries 

 The Conference on the Future of Europe - Putting Local and Regional Authorities at the Heart of 

European Democratic Renewal 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/bureau-of-the-council-of-europe-congress-adopts-a-declaration-on-the-situation-in-ukraine
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/statement-by-the-president-of-the-council-of-europe-congress-on-the-russian-military-attack-against-ukraine
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/statement-by-the-president-of-the-council-of-europe-congress-on-the-russian-military-attack-against-ukraine
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/situation-in-ukraine/-/asset_publisher/d3RLliFrxZoU/content/council-of-europe-congress-president-condemns-the-recognition-of-the-so-called-people-s-republics-of-donetsk-and-luhansk-by-the-russian-federation?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coe.int%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fcongress%2Fsituation-in-ukraine%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_d3RLliFrxZoU%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D4
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/situation-in-ukraine/-/asset_publisher/d3RLliFrxZoU/content/council-of-europe-congress-president-condemns-the-recognition-of-the-so-called-people-s-republics-of-donetsk-and-luhansk-by-the-russian-federation?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coe.int%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fcongress%2Fsituation-in-ukraine%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_d3RLliFrxZoU%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D4
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/brochures/Documents/EU%20Annual%20Report%20on%20the%20State%20of%20Regions%20and%20Cities%202022/4739_Report%20State%20of%20R%20and%20C%202022_EN-N%20-%20main%20page.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Documents/Speech/4739-Barometer%202022-speech-EN.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/Pages/European-Alliance-of-Cities-and-Regions-for-the-reconstruction-of-Ukraine.aspx?origin=spotlight
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/Pages/CoR-outrage-at-attacks-pledges-long-term-support.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/Pages/CoR-outrage-at-attacks-pledges-long-term-support.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/Pages/67-Decentralisation-and-green-agenda-critical-for-Eastern-Partnership.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/Pages/Help-Ukraine-Info-Support-Hub-for-Regions-and-Cities.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/charter-youth-democracy.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/mayor-pawe%C5%82-adamowicz-award.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/Documents/2023-CoR-Meetings-Calendar.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opId=CDR-1407-2022
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opId=CDR-5113-2022
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opId=CDR-4172-2022
https://cor.europa.eu/en/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opId=CDR-1278-2021
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Challenges%20and%20opportunities%20of%20LRAs%E2%80%99%20involvement%20in%20the%20reconstruction%20of%20Ukraine/QG0422023ENN.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Ukrainian%20refugees_study.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/The%20State%20of%20Local%20and%20%20Regional%20Democracy%20-%20A%20Youth%20Perspective/4794%20CIVEX%20study%20-%20The%20State%20of%20%20Local%20and%20Regional%20Democracy%202022.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Developing%20a%20handbook%20on%20%20good%20practice%20in%20countering%20%20disinformation%20at%20local%20%20and%20regional%20level/Online-disinformation_full%20study.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Localising%20the%20green%20agenda%20in%20the%20Eastern%20Partnership/QG0522175ENN.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/The%20territorial%20dimension%20of%20%20the%20Conference%20on%20the%20Future%20of%20%20Europe%20and%20its%20follow-ups/Territorial%20dimension%20of%20COFE%20draft%20study_EN-N.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/local%20democracy%20and%20decentralisation.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/local%20democracy%20and%20decentralisation.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/EU%20financial%20assistance%20available%20to%20local%20and%20regional%20authorities%20in%20Eastern%20Partnership%20countries/eu_finance_easter.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/The%20Conference%20on%20the%20Future%20of%20Europe%20-%20Putting%20Local%20and%20Regional%20Authorities%20at%20the%20Heart%20of%20European%20Democratic%20Renewal/conference-future-of-europe-putting-local-regional-authorities-heart-european-democratic-renewal.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/The%20Conference%20on%20the%20Future%20of%20Europe%20-%20Putting%20Local%20and%20Regional%20Authorities%20at%20the%20Heart%20of%20European%20Democratic%20Renewal/conference-future-of-europe-putting-local-regional-authorities-heart-european-democratic-renewal.pdf

