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Freedom of expression

+** right to form, hold and express opinions without interference
+*»» freedom of information

60 YEARS OF THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

’ .
*%* media freedom FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

is the cornerstone of democracy

% enables making informed choices You have the right

%+ active participation in democratic processes o responsibly say

. . ] ] and Write what you think

*¢* public scrutiny over those in power _ endwogive mareceive

. o information from others.
** debate on matters of public interest This includes freedom of the press.

en THE CONVENTION [ 5
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PROTECTION & SAFETY OF JOURNALISTS :lﬂ
i

MODULE 1: KEY PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS

o
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Journalists and other media actors: specific journalistic freedoms & favourable environment

European Convention
SPECIFIC JOURNALISTIC FREEDOMS : :

In light of the important roles of journalists and the media in democratic society,
the Court has recognised that they should enjoy specific freedoms such as to:

e each Select, edit and

circles for a case 4 =
summary. present information Have recourse
and ideas in to exaggeration
» whatever way they and
i

Ko Be able to provocation

protect the
identity of
confidential
Be protected sources
against
search and THE OTHER MEDIA ACTORS

seizure

Be The European Court of Human Rights has progressively recognized the valuable
protected Report and = i H il
against comnmenton contributions to public debate by specific actors, such as:
.physu:al matters of >
violence and public interest Click on each circle

intimidation

to find out more.
e

Civil society
organisations
I NGOs

The protection of journalism as a public )
good and the safety of journalists and

other media actors is a pre-requisite for incividuais Academics
every democratic society.

Bloggers
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MODULE 2 : THREATS TO JOURNALISM
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Threats to journalism and effects of threats

» Physical & psychologic threats 5
THREATS AGAINST JOURNALISTS MAY INCLUDE:
» Legal threats
» Economic threats
» Digital threats T Unlawful

Threats affect how
journalists work, which
stories they decide to
report and how they
report on them

pressure,
including threats
to their lives and
those of their
families, or
harassment.

Killings
and
physical
assault.

detention,
arrests on
unfounded or
baseless
charges.
Undue
economic
pressures,
Misuse and including
abuse of lay-offs
legislation with (dismissals) or
the aim of limitations of

silencing critical distribution.
voices, including

(criminal)

sanctions.

Ultimately, threats can:

» Lead to self-censorship
» Cause a chilling effect

» Have a serious psychological impact

Attacks on
media
property,
including
vandalism
and arson.

Unjustified
raids by law
enforcement
agencies on

editorial offices
and journalists’
homes.
Surveillance
and tracking
of journalists
and other
media
actors.
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Responses to threats: URGENT NEED FOR STRENGTHENED PROTECTION

Obligations of States:

» Negative obligation to refrain from violating human rights

» Positive obligation to protect human rights and to create a favourable environment:

These measures need o take legal, administrative and practical measures
to be accompanied by aiming to ensure the safety and security of
a strong political will
to support the
journalistic community

and their work o condemn threats and violence against journalists
and other media actors

journalists and other media actors

o ensure strict adherence to international standards
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MODULE 3: LEGAL FRAMEWORKS AND TOOLS AND MEC
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THE EUROPEAN
UNION

THE COUNCIL THE UNITED
OF EUROPE NATIONS

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

¢ Key rights for the protection of journalism
E‘mm" Convention and safety of journalists and other media actors

on Human Righ!s Click on the circles
to see more.
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THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE AND THE SAFETY OF JOURNALISTS

Committee of Ministers’ Recommendation CM/Rec(2016)4 to member States on the protection
of journalism and the safety of journalists and other media actors

Journalism
Journalists
Other media actors

Prosecution

db General requirements (prosecutions
and investigations), impunity
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PROTECTION & SAFETY OF JOURNALISTS

MODULE 4: PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL INTEGRIT

p J A

0 START




COUNCIL OF EUROPE i

COUNCILOFEUROPE. ==+

CONSEIL DEt'EUROPE

This module deepens the
insights into States’ positive
obligations to protect
journalists and other media
actors and to investigate and
prosecute for crimes against
them.

States’ positive obligations do not exist in a vacuum. How States
fulfil their obligations, and how effectively they do so, can depend
on, or be shaped by, relationships and interaction with other
stakeholders, such as associations of journalists and the media.
Communication, cooperation and coordination between State
and non-State actors is therefore very important.

CONSELDELEUROPE - S

Every 30 seconds women
journalists are sent abusive or
problematic tweets.

It also provides a closer look
at threats and attacks
targeting women journalists
and their scale, seriousness
and specificity.
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Click on the icons to explore the
content of each chapter

’

Newsgathering Publication Journalism on Trial Law-enforcement
agencies
and journalists

European Convention

The module discusses, among others:
“Freedom of expression ‘is applicable not only to

. . ) ‘information’ or ideas’that are favourably received

v’ The time-critical nature of reporting or regarded as inoffensive or as a matter of
: indifference, but also to those that offend, shock or

v f a(.’.ts v. value J Udgmen ts ) disturb the State or any sector of the population.
v’ privacy v. freedom of expression Such are the demands of that pluralism, tolerance
v’ vexatious litigations and broadmindedness without which there is no

. ) . ‘democratic society’.”
v’ sanctions in cases allegedly by/against

jouma lists Handyside v UK, para. 49
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