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HELP and Bioethics

Objective of CoE activities in bioethics: 

Protection of human rights in the field of biology and medicine

Pioneering work of the Council of Europe –

Continues to be unique by its human rights approach
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HELP and Bioethics

• Only legally binding international instrument in the area of 
human rights in biomedicine

• Fundamental principles applicable to: 

– daily medical practice (« European treaty on patients’ rights »)

– new technologies in the area of biology and medicine

• Links to the European Convention on Human Rights:

➢ Key concepts, terminology

➢ serves as a reference of a European consensus, referred
to in the the case-law of the ECtHR

➢ Formal link in Art.29 Oviedo Convention

Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine
« Oviedo Convention »
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HELP and Bioethics

Severe cases, scarce resources, uncertanties… 

Major ethical challenges 

Respect for human dignity

Upholding Human Rights

DH-BIO Statement on human rights considerations 
relevant to the COVID 19 pandemic 
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HELP and Bioethics

• Consent

• Protection of health related data

• Biomedical Research

• Equity of access to health-care

Principles which are particularly relevant in the 
context 
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HELP and Bioethics

HELP course on Key human rights principles in 
Bioethics
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HELP and Bioethics









Thank you very much!

www.coe.int/bioethics
katrin.uerpmann@coe.int

http://www.coe.int/bioethics
mailto:katrin.uerpmann@coe.int
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dCxAzxBSto&feature=youtu.be

