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THE TEBERDINSKY N.A.TIOl{AL RESERVE 

Description 

Country: Russia, Republic of Karachaevo-Cherkessia 

Name of the area: Northern Caucasus 

Body responsible for its management: Ministry of Ecology and Natural 
Resources of t~ Russian Federation 

Name and address: Teberdinsky national reserve 
357192~ Republic of Karachaevo-Cherkess~a, Teberda, Badukskaya,2 

Area: 84996 ha 

1. Type of area: 
Typical high mountain area, 95% of the reserve terri tory is lo

cated at a height over 2000 m above sea level, heights ranging from 
1260 to 4047 m. Two areas of the relief are distinguished: high mo un 
tain end medium mountain ones. 

2. Description of geographical location and/or sketch or outline 
on a map (scale 1: 50,000 or thereabouts): 
The reserve is located at a northern slope of the Great Caucasus 

and occupies the upper valley of the Teberda River, in ·a transition 
zone between the Central and North-Western Caucasus. A separate site 
is situated in the Kizgi.ch canyon 'lvith the river of the sane name 
v;hich is the tributary of the Bolshoy Zelenchuk River. Coordinates: 
43°22' - 43°42'N, 41°27' - 41°58'E. 

3. Chare.cteristics and scientific, aesthetic, cultural or 
recreational value justifying conservation: 
Preservation and study of mountain-forest and mountain-~eadow 

ecosystems of the Western Caucasus. Scientific character: Studying the 
natural- behaviour of the processes in the natural complexes of various 
height zones in the east ern part of the I;orth-':/est e~n Caucasus, re
vealing the effects of anthropogenic factors, especially ~egulated 
tourism, on reserve ecosystems, developing ~easures of their protec
tion and re8toration. 

The reserve is of great nature-protective value , snd is noted 
for considerable aesthetic resources. The Teberdinsky reserve v1as ori
Ginally established (1935) to pre serve recreational conditions of Te~ 
berda and to preserve adjacent forest ~~ssives having both recreation
climat ic and also great \Vater- e.nd soil-protective value . The r1ater 
acc~~ulated and p reserved in the forests annually irrigates 200 thous . 
ha of arid Stavropol steppes. 
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Due to t~e established ree;ine , t~e re serve &sc:r.es the aspect 

of natu~al 2~untain landsca)es , t~e nill:ber of valuable a~~al 2pe c i es 

notebly increasing (L~rrurus .wlokosie·::'izi Fa.cz , ~etra.ocallus caucasicus 

Pall.- J - 4 ti:::.es , bear - 1. 5- 2 ti:::es) . The nt.l.'71ber of Ca:_; ra cs.ucasi ca 

Guld has statilized. 

::?asturace - induced soil bogsing ~az ter;cinz:~ed , the U?:::;er f orest ~

bounda~r has elev~ted , rare s?ecies o~ flora and fauna included in the r 
Red :ook o~ Russia have been develo;in3 success:'ull:r. 

The Teterc insl~ rese~ve E.lso o ccu::- ies a s:;-ecial :;lr.ce a:::onc ?.us 

sian rese.rves cue t o t~e e::ist ence o:' ret;ula ted to ·_:risr:l ·-·:-... ic~ ~isto::.~i -

cally S~?eared and developed cinul~aneously ~ith 

can see t!1e beautiful lanc'!i:ca]es o! t~e ::."'ese:-ve : 

~~e ~eseyve . Tou~ists 

"'n .... '~::_n ... ~ ! 11.~~C !""' CC J, .. ""'--!- t'-"' c-- ,.,.-..: .~ ~,_,._ - :- -'- ··'"'""::.. ,.... · ~ ..L.l"'G - -..;.: ... ~ .. ..,.,. ... ;_ ,-.. ...... . ... ., ~,-
_c;.._ ,.. . _, _ .,~ .... ....-...LJ..J ·--- - ---_ ........... l.-- -J ..... - C -- "'-··- _ _ ...;;; __ v _ """ ..J-... ~· -~,• ... , 

... .;-,. - ......... , ~ ~.: ... ' . .!.1 , ... 'C ..~- ~ ... ..:..L.-- :::.c _, - ........ ..:""' ... ., .... ..) .. ~ ... c . .~-.: ...... ~ ,... ,, .... ,. .-c+..; .- ::1 · · · ~ s 
., .,. \ c - ·-· -·-··---~ .._) c.. J_'V_ v_ , - ......; _...;. ............... c.. .. _ -- ............ ... _ ...... _J., .... . o..J....-.. --- - ... _ v ... ·-v 

·~tctus o~ ~ ~o~~~ere one . 

t~.-~-2 ~ . ;:pli cation: 

""o··-.-, l-; c~t ed 1...--i c-h ""'ount..,..; n rol--i o-'=' ,....:- +1--o 'T' ebe..,...,:l-i nclr"lr v .... .l. ... -- ~ -.L..J..u• J.!J. -- Ci....J.. - ..L..-..L ._JJ.. "'--"" - ~ '-- u-~.; reserve 2..C -

counts for the extrer.1e diverz::. ty of nc::.t-:..t:ral c onci tions e.nd ·::onder:'ul 

:ric~ens of flora . 1260 plant s:9ecies ;;~on in .t~e r eGerve , 2 35 being 

ende-,-; cs of Caucasus ,. and one species - Prinula renifolia Voloj - e:;rov:a 

only i n t~e territory of the reserve . The peculiarity of local p lant 

con~:un.i -ties lies in the fact t~c.t , c..long ,._.i th ty~ically Caucas:..an spe

cies , they include representatives of the northern fore~t and even Arc 

tuc flora , Eediterranean and Preasien , steppe ,. desert ele::-:1ents , relicts 

of the tertial period . 

Vertetra.te fauna : 49 nar.~:als , 170 birds , 7 reptiles , 4 a2j~i~ians, 

3 fish . 

Insects a::-e diverse c..n d nu:.:e:"ous , butte::f:-:..ies be in,; e.::;:_)ecially 

notable: Pe.p ilio nachaon .. ::u.,. Iphiclides podalirius :U ., Pc:::t.·nassius apol

lo L . (strictly protected species) , Parnassius ::'.lle:::::>:::;:rne ~., etc . 

~~e Tebe:r:ins~cy reserve is a :-eservation for a n~~ber of rare 

si:)ecies of flora and fauna. 13 plant species t;rol'.'inc in the re.Jerve are 

includec in t~e.Red ~oo~ of R~ssie : 6 3]ecies of Orc~icaceae , 4 species 
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of ?oaceae, Crocu s vallicole Ber~., Colc~cum ~)e cic~~- =t ev . ' ~ c.n (;. ~ a co -

• ,.. • ""' T:' o t ,....:nse .... ~ .; - be -ln.--: cu ,.L-':2. v_,. _ "': .=- ~ ..; .., "' :-: ~~J er- .L.: l'> l J.'l'-1-···-n~a ~aucas1ca. ~&r ~~s u~ - J.~ ~~ ~ ~ - - --- ~J. ~ -- --

.... er~T ~-= r.=~ en ._) ... · c:, ~ """' • 

Auro cl:~ (;3o .3 ::onasus bonas1.·.s ::.. :::.nc ::. 'uonas us cau casi cus ) , -:~e 

hi :-··est of t~e Sul'O"')ean ·::ild 2llir.!al ;:, , !1E...: '.Js en ::ee.ccli:-.1a-: i~ e.:': i n t~e 
...:>·-· -

..,....eserve •. ."~t ;:, ::es ent the nu::~ber o:: ~e:~d 2..:-.: c.l~;:!;s to 50 hec c. - -

oga llus ca uca.:Jic us Pc..l:!.., ~~rrm·u.: r.: :!.o~:o sie· ·:iz i ::.a cz, , .. - ... ~ "' ... ,... ..&.. , ., -'-'=·- .. ..~c . v &.A..:J, 

.- ,. , i i ·· c,... ·•·T- <:> c.t ·"' S '-1 1'\-e ~re -.i G" "" "' :.:\.'.2.~.- ._:s :Z\:2.·t u s . A ...... .- -.--C.. -J. - " .:>Cf.. - V ---._; -·- ... : - t Va~- '-> 

~ o::.a i t:·w l.o -·ic :: l :-:co:.:ro ':::>f "t!le ::o ::.·~ ::.c= ::r: Cc:. ;;.ce.::us ~~~ .:-; '.J eer: ... .J ::.·,_::...rl0" ....:> '-' -

On ... ,~ - 'o!:: -:- .: r:- of' .L.t..e ·~e "-" e..,....ve mhe '"'0 -e"""~e .: - ~ con ,,.=~ .: - , . + .:n r- C·_,·.,t-•c:. ·"'-.. .,, u __ c _ .a:,) _ ._, - U~.L ~ t...J - • -J. •- ....) ..L. " _,_ ;;, c. - - ~ --.1.-""---......J --- • - - ...1 • 

5. O·:.rners~~ip title: 
St e..te )ropert:r. 

6. Protection sc!leGe: 

·.·.rith t::.e :"ec. ~.:ire:-.l ents to t h e reserve i.11 :?..u.::sia sti!'lulat e~ .; .,.., +1-, .=- 'Oc r u-... .~.~ oJ--- - ~ ..... 0 

lati ons of t h e st~te natural reserves in the Ruosian Federati ':::>n a pprov

ed in tb.e Decree of the Russian Governnent ~!o.48 of 18 Dece::1ber 1991. 

Protection resicle is determined by the Individual · Regul ations of the 
reserve, as well as instructional letters of the Russian I::inistry of 

Ecology. An inspection for reserve protection was established end is 
acting to provide the set-up regime. 

7~ Planning and management plan: 
The central estate of the reserve is situated in Teberda to·;m. 

The museum of nature, open-air cages vlith wild animals are offered to 
the attention of tourists and sightseers. An excursion area in Dombai 
and its suburbs is also established in the reserve. 700 thous.people 

annually visit this area. Excursion ro utes and a rope-way are offerred 
to them in Dombai. 

The rese1~e is an initiator of an ecolocical centre in t h e region 
e.nd A.U.Formozov People's Academy of ecology· and nature use. 

8. References to published descriptions: 

~eserved Teberda. Stavropol, 1986 (in Rus sian) •. 

The Tebercinsky reserve. N.l!.Polivanova, Cherkessk , 198 9 (in 
Russian). 

Collected p~otographs "':'eberdinsky ·reserve". 
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Teberda state Reserve 

Additional material 

The seosraPhical location 

The northern border of the reserve passes along the MuKhu and 
DJamasat rivers: the southern border - along the Main caucasus 
Mountain Ranse. from PeaK KluKhor-Bati in the east to DJalovtchata 
in the south-west. The watershed mountain ranse between the Teberda 
and Daut rivers is the eastern border. and the watershed between 
the Teberda and BolJshaJa MarKa r1vers is the western border. 
Furthermore. there is an indiVidual site 1n ArKhYZ. whose northern 
border Passes alons the rlht-slde banK of the ArKhYZ river from the 
Place where the ArKhYZ comes tosether w1th the PsYJ river to the 
confluence wlth the Kizslch river. then lt Passes alons the rlsht
-side banK of the B.ZelentchlK r1ver UP to the Place where it 
receives the LinevoY stream. The eastern border passes from the 
Place where the LlnevoY stream falls 1nto the B.ZelentchiK. uPstream 
the LlnevoY tlll its sourc:P.s, then to island BezYmYannoe. · across the 
stream to island RYbnoJe. Then alons the eastern banK of island 
RYbnoJe UP to an altitude 2 8.Lt3. 5 m. Then UP to the PeaK of 
Mors-SYrtY mountain of 3 1.Lt1 . 5 mover the same mountain ranse tlll 
the marK 2 79.Lt. 3 m. Then southward alons the UPPer forest border 
to the Place of Klzsich UP to the marK 300. 3 m at the mountaln 
ranse UJum. Then al ons the mountain ranse UJum over mcl:rKs 3 077.5, 
2 902. 2 957 . 5 till the border with the Maln caucasus · Mountain Range. 
Then along the mountain ranse Cha€at-Chat. over marKs 3 512: Ji 325; 
3 637.8: 2 718: 72 845.9 downward alons the ravine UP to the 
confluence of ArZKhYZ and PsYJ rivers. -

over the recreati onal terr1torv of Teberda state Natural 
Reserve lt is allowed : 

1. TriP to the excur sion res1on of Dombai ln PUblic transPort 
with a sPecial Pass . Maximum Permtsslble load - 60 buses a daY. 

2. Pas s of tourlsts. excursionists. mountain-climbers over 
sPeciallY deve loPed r outes confirmed bY the Minis~rY of Ecol osy 
of Rus s ian Federation. 

3. Mountain sKi ins ln t.ht> Mussa-Achi tara mountain and Alll)eK 
elade . The max1mum Permi s~:lble eco1os1ca1 load on the mountaln 1s 
not more than 500 Persons a naY. 

Each grouP is escorted bY an instructor who ls resPonslbl e 
for Passins the route and vJsitors behav1our. The reserve cannot be 
entered freelY. The v1s1tors got specla l pass where the rout e 
theY ShOUld fOllOW lS lndlc:ated. 
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There are 5 bJI!: hotel::: 1r1 the recreational zone <from 300 to 
flOO hPrl:::). In the Prf:'~:l-'t've zone 13 Kordon-houses are situated. 

The central btllld1ng of t.he reserve 1s situated in 
Teberda- town. Karacha Yevo-CherKe ssKaYa RePublic. BaduKskaYa 
St.r .. 2. 

The r.,orri.er~: of the DautsKiY sanctuarY 

Thl:' nor·t.hern anti wP~:tern horrl.ers Pass alons thP vallP.Y of 
the Kuban r1vpr, tnPn r11om: the MaKhar r1ver to thP. Ma1r1 caucasus 
Mounta1r1 ~·an~e <t.he :::outhern border> . The western horner of t.he 
:-:.~nct11.~r·v P.=t:-::-;P.:-: al o.ne the western and northern borders of the 
rPsRrve <Daut.sK1Y w.=ttl:'rShl:'d), then alons the DJamasat r1ver until 
the s1t.e. wherP 1t. fall s to the Teberda river, then alons the 
vr111ev of trw 1'RhRntr~ i' lver np to the v111ase Novaya Teberda. 

- rn 1990, 1991 1oo.ooo PeoPle v1s1ted the re:::Prve annuallY, 
w 1 t h 1r1 t. h 1:' n rno n t r-, ::: n f l 9 9 2 t. here were 1 o o, o o o v 1 s 1 t. or :~: . 

- ThE' rP :::l:'t'VP J :-: ~uarded bY 47 PeoP 1 e. 
- ThE' <.:1:-'Ilt.rallzf:'d flnanc1ng of the reserve bY the M1n1strY 

for t.ht:> Ec: oln ~o~YY arJti N.:uurY Resources made: 
7 2 F, . 000 rb 1. HI 1 991 

r:. b 1 n. r td . n1 1 9 9 ,?. 

in 199\ t.hP I'l:'~:er·vp t'PCf' 1VP.d 100,000 rbl. at thE' eXPP.rJCE' (>f 
Pc.:otwnn c: a c r. 1 v 1 1 v. 
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I. FAUNA AND FLORA ACCORDIN(:; TO HABITATS 

1. Hountaln forests 

a> flora 

Fasus orlentalls LlPSKY 
Quercus robur L. 
carPinus caucas1ca Grosch. 
Plnus Kochlana Klotzsch ex C.Koch 
Ables norctmann1ana cstev. > SPach. 
Betula lltW1now11 Doluch. 
Alnus lncana <L. > Moench. 

b> fauna 

APodemus sYl vat lens L. 
sus scrofa L. 
cervus elaPhus maral OgllbY 
ursus arctos merldlonalls Hldd. 
Canl S 1 UPUS L. 
Hartes folna Erxl. 
Hartes martes L. 

c. AlPlne mldows 

a> flora 

Festuca woronow11 HacK 
Bromus var1esat1s Bleb. 
ca1amasrost1s arundlnaceae <L. > Roth 
Rhododendron caucas1cum Pall. 
Pulsatllla aurea csomm. et Lev1er> ,Juz. 
Gentlana oschtenlca <Kusn. > woronow 
Anemonastrum fa::; Glculatum <L. > Holub. 
Anemonast.rum spec1osum <Adam ex<-:;. Prltz> Galusc~o 
CamPanula blPb~->rste1n1ana Roem. P.t. Schult 

b> fauna 

Hlcrotus maJOl'l Thorn. 
Hlcrotus (ChYOllOffiYS) SUd Sat . 
CaPra caucas1ca Guld. 
RUPlcaPra ruPJC:nPrn caucas1 c;a t.ld. 

Hustela erm1nea L. 
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LYrUrHS ffilO~O~leV1G7.1 T.4G7.. 

TetraoealJus caucas1cus Pallas 
Acnl11R. chrYsaeto~: 1 .. 

GYvaetus barbatus L. 

II. SPECIES OF ESPECIAl. VALUE FOR CONSERVAT10N 

Endan~PrOUDrl SPPClPS. 
D1saPearHtg fauna r~.nd flor:-1 enl j ~;i P.d lJJ R..-d nr.t..:t B<><)l') 

1. Flora 

a> Paramount vascular 

ce 1~-t~:t. raceae 
EuonYrnu~: nan.~ Bl f-~b. 

ColchJc:ac:eae 

Colc.:hic.:l.Hfl SPE'C.:l0~:!1Jlll Stt?V. 

Irldac.:eae 
crocus val llcoJ~ HPrb. 

Llllac:Pae 
L 111 urn Ke f:: ::-: e 1 r 1 r 1!:! 1 " n 11 w t11 ~-: c-7. 

orchictac:P.ae 
CP.Pha l anthr!r:-i 1 nnf~ 1 -rn 1 ., .=1 1 1.. F' r· 1 i :~:ch 

c. rubra (L. l R 1 c.: h. 
D a c: t Y 1 or h Y 2 a ::: a Tkt ~:: u J u t P n ~-: J ::: 1 F 1 P .1 ::: c rvn. l :=::on 
D. tr1PhYlla <C. Koehl czer. 
EPlPOIHUm aPhYJ l 1Hfl IF. - I~J . :::;chrnHH) :::;w. 

orchl :~ cor 1 c.>Ph<.>r·d 1. .. 

o. ma ~: c u 1 a < 1.. l t.. 
o . rnlllto.r·i::: L. 
o. Plcta Lolsel. 
o. ustulata L. 

Pr~eon1aceae 

Paeorna c:aucaslc:a (:::;r:h lr>c:z. lS<.:hJP<=2. 
P. wJ ttrnannlo:tna Hartw u ::::. et LHtdl. 

Poac:eae 
ElYtrlela StlPlfOlJa 1~70rn. ~x NevsKll NPV~Kl 

F' e s t u c a s arnrm e r 1 L 1 t .-=1 r· d 1 p r' P 

Horde l Ym\u: euroPaeu::: <L. ) H.=n·z. 
St. lP.:=t PP.ltnEtti=l L. 
s . Pulcherrlma C. Koch 

Pr1mu1aceae 
Prlmula rernfoll a Vo lP. 
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Solanaceae 
Atropa caucas1ca KreYer 

Taxaceae 
Taxus baccata L. 

bl LYchenes 

Lobarla Pulmonarla <L. l Hoffm. 
Lobarla amPllsslma cscoP. l Forss. 
usnea florlda <L. l Wlss . 

c> 11Ycota 

SParassls crlsPa <Fr. > Fr. 

2. vertebrals 

a> blrds 

Aqulla chrYsaetos homeYerl severtzov 
GYPaetus barbatus aureus Habllzl. 
GYPS fUlVUS fUlVUS HabllZl. 
Falco peresrlnus brooKe! SharPe. 
NeoPhron PerenoPterus PerenoPterus L. 
AeSYPlUS monachUS L. 
LYrurus mloKos1ew1cz1 Tacz. 
S1tta KruePer1 Pelz. 

bl mammals 

Bos bonasus bonasus L.x B.bonasus caucas1cus TurKln et satunln 
Lutra lutra merldlonalls osnev 
NYctalus las1oPterus Schreber 
P1P1strellus PlPlsrellus Schreber 

3. Invertebral s 

a> beetles 

carabus caucas1cus Adams 
Rosa11a alPlna <L. > 

b> NeuroPtera 

AscalaPhus macaron1us scoP011 



cl butterflYS 

Phassus schamYl ChrlstoPh. 
Manduca atroPos L. 

- 10 -

Celerlo vesPertlllo ESP. 
CalllmorPha suadrlPunctarla Poda 
CalllmorPha domlnula L. 
catocala sPonsa L. 
catocala fraxlnl L. 
PaPlllo machaon L. 
IPhlClldes Podallrlus L. 
Parnasslus aPollo <L. > 
Parnasslus mnemosYne <L. l 
Parnasslus nordffiannl Hen. 
PolYommatus daPhnls <Den. et Schlff. l 

dl HYmenoPtera 

XYlocoPa valsa Gerst. 

I I I. ENDANGROUD SPECIES IN NATIONAL OR REGIONAL SCALE 

1. Flora 

Poaceae 
StlPa caucas1ca Schmalh. 

Llllaceae 
Llllum monadelPhum Bleb. 

corYlaceao 
corYlus co1urna L. 

Betulaceae 
Betula raddeana Trautv. 

Rosaceae 
sorbus subfusca <Ledeb. l Bolss. 
Laurocerasus offlclnalls L. 
comarum Palustre L. 

Anacarctlaceae 
Rhus corlarls L. 

AsulfOllaceae 
Ilex colchlca PoJarK. 

Aceraceae 
Acer hYrcanum Flsch. et HeY. 

Erlcaceae 
Rhododendron Pontlcum L. 
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Menvanthaceae 
M~nYanthes trlfollata L. 

2. Vertebral::-: 

a> blrds 

Tetraoea llus cauc:a~n c:us P~J J . 
Alectorls sraeKa cauc:as1ca suschK. 
Bubo bU})O tnterPosl tu::: Rothsch. et Hart. 
Ae r:o J J n~ f11nereu s caner~ s 1 cus But.. 
PhoenJcarus erYthros~st.er Guld. 
~arrtue11 s flavlro~trls brevlrns t.rls Moore 
carPodacus rub lC:l lla Gulrl. 

b) mammals 

Mu~t.ela tut.l~f-'ol r1 caut-:~s1c:a Nov. 
Fells Sllvest.rJs s1 1vestr 1s Schreb. 
FAl lS llllX L. 
cervu~ elaPhus mara l ORllb. 
RUPlcaPra ruPlcaPra cauc a s tc a LYdel~ . 

CaPra caucas1ca Guld. 

3 . I nvertebra 1 s 

ButterflYs 

Erebla me lanc:hollca Herr. -Schaff. 
Po 1 Ymrna. t u~: t(:)be rdl rms She 1. 
saturnla PYrl Schlff. 
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~mel 

!>~fer zone 

transitional zone 

TH:i!: SC!IEME Jd.AP 

Of the zones of TEBERDINSKY BIOSPHERE STATE RESERVE 
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