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RENEWAL OF THE GROUP OF INDEPENDENT EXPERTS  
RENOUVELLEMENT DU GROUPE D’EXPERTS INDÉPENDANTS 
 
 
LIST OF SELECTED MEMBERS / LISTE DES MEMBRES SÉLECTIONNÉS2 
As of 6 June 2023 / Date de référence : 6 juin 2023 
 
 
ALBANIA / ALBANIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Mr Indrit PUTECI 
University Lecturer, European University of Tirana 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Oriona MUCOLLARI, Prof. Assoc. 
Professor of International Human Rights, Gender Law, Local Decentralization and Regionalism, Public 
Service and Good Governance 
 
ANDORRA / ANDORRE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: To be appointed/ à désigner 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
ARMENIA / ARMENIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Mr. Marat ATOVMYAN 
CEO, Advocate “Atovmyan Law Practice and Consulting”, Lecturer, Armenian State University of 
Economics Yerevan 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant : Mr. Avetik HARUTYUNYAN 
Ph.D in Law, Associate Professor, Director of the Scientific Research Institute “Artsakh” 
 
AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Dr. Christina BINDER, E.MA 
Professor for International Law and International Human Rights Law, Bundeswehr University Munich 
Fakultät für Staats- und Sozialwissenschaften, Institut für Öffentliches Recht und Völkerrecht 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Thomas PROROK 
Managing Director, Centre for Public Administration Research (KDZ), Researcher, Consultant and 
Trainer for Public Governance and Management 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Univ. Prof. Dr. Stefan STORR 
Professor of Public Law, University of Graz 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. Karl KOESSLER 
Senior Researcher, Group Leader at the Institute for Comparative Federalism of Eurac Research 
Bolzano/Bozen (Italy), Drususallee/Viale Druso 1, I-39100 Bozen/Bolzano 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 This list includes the name of one full member and one or several alternates for each state. By virtue of Article 5 of the Revised 

Statute of the Group of Independent Experts on the European Charter of Local Self-Government (CG/GIE(2017)01final), members 
were appointed by decision of the Secretary General of the Congress. 
 
Cette liste comprend le nom d’un membre titulaire et d’un ou plusieurs remplaçants au titre de chaque pays. En application de 
l’Article 5 du Statut révisé du Groupe d’Experts indépendants sur la Charte européenne de l’autonomie locale 
(CG/GIE(2017)01final), les membres ont été désignés par décision du Secrétaire General du Congrès. 
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AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAÏDJAN 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Mr Samir ALIYEV 
Vice-Chair of “Center for Support to Economic Initiatives”, Board Member of the Baku Research 
Institute 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Farid GULIYEV, PhD 
 
Lecturer in Comparative Politics, Department of Political Science & Philosophy, Khazar University, 
Baku 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Amir Ibrahim ALIYEV 
Doctor of Law, Professor, Head of the UNESCO Chair of Human Rights and Information Law, Law 
Faculty, Baku State University 
 
BELGIUM / BELGIQUE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Pr. Yseult MARIQUE, PhD. 
Professor of Law, Essex Law School (UK), 27 The Cross, CO7 9QL, Colchester, United Kingdom 
Chargée de cours invitée (local government, public finances, law and economics), UC Louvain 
Maître de conférences (environmental law and urban planning for prospective legal clerks in "notariat", 
Université libre de Bruxelles 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Pr. Dr Geoffrey GRANDJEAN 
Professeur de science politique et directeur de l’Institut de la décision politique, Faculté de Droit, de 
Science politique et de Criminologie, Liège 
 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE-HERZEGOVINE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Dr. Sc. Rebeka KOTLO 
Associate Professor of Law, Dzemal Bijedic University of Mostar, Executive Director, Human Rights 
Centar in Mostar (NGO) 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Nevenko VRANJES  
Ombudsperson - Institution of Human Rights Ombudsman of BiH - Assistant professor and Associate 
professor: Administrative Law, Local Self-government, System of Public Administration, Banja Luka 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Ms Lejla SELMANOVIC 
National Short-term Legal Expert - Gender Responsive Governance Associate 
 
BULGARIA / BULGARIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Ms Gabriela BELOVA 
Full professor in International Law and International Relations Department, Faculty of Blagoevgrad 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
CROATIA / CROATIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Dr. Mihovil SKARICA 
Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Ms Anita BLAGOJEVIĆ 
Full Professor of Constitutional Law, Faculty of Law, Osijek 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Ms Dana DOBRIĆ JAMBROVIĆ 
Associate Professor, University of Rijeka, Faculty of Law 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Dr. Boris BAKOTA 
Professor of Public Administration and Administrative Law, Josip Juraj Strossmayer University, Osijek 
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CYPRUS / CHYPRE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Mr George COUCOUNIS  
Lawyer – Legal Consultant  
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. Andreas KIRLAPPOS 
Coordinator of Postgraduate Studies - Lecturer, School of Business, Larnaca College, PhD Political 
Science, University of Cyprus 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. Eleftherios LOIZOU 
International Expert, Appointed National Expert and Trainer for Cyprus 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: JUDr. Jan BROŽ, PhD. 
Teacher/Researcher in the field of local self-government, Faculty of Law, Masaryk University, Brno 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: PhDr. Pavel PŠEJA, PhD. 
Assistant Professor, Metropolitan University, Prague 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Mr Lukáš VĂŇA 
External teacher, University of Pardubice 
 
DENMARK / DANEMARK 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Karsten NAUNDRUP OLESEN 
Professor of Law, Faculty of Law, University of Copenhagen 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
ESTONIA / ESTONIE 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Mr Kersten KATTAI 
Lecturer of Public Administration, School of Governance, Law and Society, Tallinn University 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
FINLAND / FINLANDE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Mr Markku SUKSI 
Professor of Public Law, Faculty of Social Sciences, Economy and Law, University of Åbo 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Arto HAVERI 
Professor of Local Government Studies, Faculty of Management and Business, University of Tampere 
 
FRANCE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Bertrand FAURE 
Professeur de Droit Public, Faculté de droit et sciences politiques, Université de Nantes 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. André ROUX  
Professeur de Droit public, Institut d'Etudes Politiques d'Aix-en-Provence Institut d’études politiques 
d’Aix-en-Provence 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Nicolas KADA 
Professeur de Droit public, Université de Grenoble - Spécialiste de droit comparé des collectivités 
territoriales et d'administration publique - Codirecteur d'un réseau européen de chercheurs sur 
l'administration locale (GRALE/Université Paris I Panthéon Sorbonne) 
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GEORGIA / GEORGIE 
Full member/Titulaire: Mrs Nino ZURABISHVILI 
Lawyer, expert at the National Association of Local Authorities of Georgia (NALAG) 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. David LOSABERIDZE  
Full Professor, Tbilisi State University, Caucasus University, Doctor of Historic Science, Institute of 
History and Ethnography - Chair of Board, Center of Local Democracy Network 
 
GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Dr.jur. Jens WOELK 
Full Professor for Comparative Constitutional Law, University of Trento, Italy, School of International 
Studies/Università degli Studi di Trento, Via Verdi, 53 - 38122 Trento (Italy) 
Senior Research Advisor at the Institute for Comparative Federalism (EURAC), Bolzano, Italy 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
GREECE / GRECE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Dr. Nikolaos-Komninos CHLEPAS  
Professor at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Faculty of Political Science and Public 
Administration 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Konstantinos TSIMARAS 
Professor of Public Law, School of Law, European University of Cyprus 
 
HUNGARY / HONGRIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Zoltan SZENTE, Vice President / Vice-président 
Research Professor, Centre for Social Sciences, Institute for Legal Studies 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Istvan HOFFMAN, PhD. 
Professor, Faculty of Law, Department of Administrative Law, Budapest 
 
ICELAND / ISLANDE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Eva Marín HLYNSDÓTTIR 
Head of Faculty of Political Science, University of Iceland 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
IRELAND / IRLANDE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Dr. Brid QUINN 
Academic and consultant, former Lecturer, Department of Politics & Public Administration of the 
University of Limerick (retired) 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
ITALY / ITALIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Tania GROPPI 
Full Professor of Public Law, Department of Business and Law, Coordinator of the Research Centre 
for European and Comparative Public Law (DIPEC), University of Siena 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Dr. Francesco PALERMO 
Full Professor of Comparative Law, University of Verona, Director, Institute for Comparative 
Federalism, EURAC research 
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Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Antonia BARAGGIA 
Associate Professor of Comparative Law, Department of National and Supranational Public Law, 
University of Milan 
 
 
LATVIA / LETTONIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Iveta REINHOLDE 
Professor, Head of department, Faculty of Sciences, University of Latvia 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Lilita SEIMUSKANE 
Assistant Professor, University of Latvia, Faculty of Business, Management and Economics (FBME) 
Researcher, Economic and Management Scientific Institute, University of Latvia 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. Maris PUKIS 
Assocciated Professor, Faculty of Business Management and Economics of the University of Latvia 
Senior adviser, Latvian association of Local and regional government 
 
LIECHTENSTEIN 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Dr. Wilfried MARXER 
Freelance Research Associate, Political Sciences, Liechtenstein Institute 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
LITHUANIA / LITUANIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Dr. Vaidotas A. VAIČAITIS 
Associate Professor, Department of Public Law, Faculty of Law, University of Vilnius 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Dr. Aistė LAZAUSKIENE 
Associate professor, Vytautas Magnus University, Faculty of Political Sciences and Diplomacy, 
Department of Public Administration, Kaunas 
Professor, Šiauliai University, Faculty of Social sciences, Department of Public Administration, Šiauliai 
 
LUXEMBOURG 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Mr Ronald MAYER 
Ambassadeur honoraire, retiré des affaires publiques et privées 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
MALTA / MALTE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: To be appointed/ à désigner 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
MONACO 
 
Full member/Titulaire: To be appointed/ à désigner 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
MONTENEGRO 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Ms Hana SARKINOVIC-KÖSE 
Senior Teaching Assistant, Faculty of Law, International University of Sarajevo 
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Alternate/Remplaçant: Mr Slaven LEKIC 
Lawyer, former president of the "Council for improvement of citizen participation in local self-
government" 
 
NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Dr. Linze SCHAAP 
Chief Executive Officer of the Northern Audit Committee 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Mr Simon Pieter OTJES 
Senior Assistant Professor of Dutch Politics, Leiden University 
 
NORTH MACEDONIA / MACEDOINE DU NORD 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Mr Zhidas DASKALOVSKI, PhD. 
Professor of Political Science, Macedonian University of Kliment Ohridski, Bitola and President of the 
Center for Research and Policy Making 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Mr Kelmend ZAJAZI 
Executive Director of NALAS (Network of Associations of Local Authorities of Southeast Europe) 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. Islam JUSUFI 
Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Epoka University, 
Tirana 
 
NORWAY / NORVEGE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Mrs Sigrid STOKSTAD 
Associate Professor, Department of Public and International Law, Faculty of Law, University of Oslo 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Prof. Dr. Eivind SMITH 
Professor of Public Law at Oslo University, Institute of Public and International Law 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Mr Dag Ingvar JACOBSEN 
Full Professor in Political Science, University of Agder 
 
POLAND / POLOGNE 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Ms Monika AUGUSTYNIAK 
Chercheuse et Directrice de la Chaire de droit administratif et de procédure administrative, Faculté de 
droit, d'administration et de relations internationales, Cracovie 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
PORTUGAL 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Dr. Carlos Eduardo Pacheco AMARAL 
Full Professor, School of Social and Human Sciences, University of the Azores 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Ms Liliana RODRIGUES 
Associate Professor and President of the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Madeira 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Mr Antonio Rebordao MONTALVO 
Directeur et Professeur, Centre d'Etudes pour le Développement Régional et Local (CEDREL) 
 
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Mr Viorel RUSU 
University Lecturer at Public Department of Law Faculty, State University of Moldova, Chisinau 
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Alternate/Remplaçant: Ms Catalina SCORTESCU 
Legal expert at Congress of Local Authorities from Moldova (CALM). Former Associate Professor, 
Faculty of Economics and Law, Chisinau 
 
ROMANIA / ROUMANIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Dr. Diana-Camelia IANCU 
Associate Professor of European Governance, Dean of the Faculty of Public Administration 
National University of Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Ms Dana ALEXANDRU, PhD 
Associate Professor of Law, University of Sibiu, Romania. Legal advisor and manager at the Legal 
Department of the Municipality of Sibiu 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Mr Cristian PREDA 
Dean, Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Bucharest 
 
SAN MARINO / SAINT-MARIN 
 
Full member/Titulaire: To be appointed/ à désigner 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à designer 
 
SERBIA / SERBIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Dr. Jelena JERINIĆ 
Full Professor, Union University Law School, Belgrade 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
SLOVAK REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: doc. PhDr. Daniel KLIMOVSKÝ, PhD. 
Reseacher and former Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Comenius University of 
Bratislava 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: JUDr. Livia TRELLOVA, PhD. 
Associate Professor in Constitutional Law, Comenius University of Bratislava 
 
SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Mr Nejc BREZOVAR 
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Public Administration, University of Ljubljana 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. Alenka VERBOLE 
Lecturer, Schiller International University, Heidelberg, Germany. Former Senior Project Manager 
 
SPAIN / ESPAGNE 
 
Full member/Titulaire : Prof. Angel M. MORENO 
Full professor of Law, Departamento de Derecho Público del Estado, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: to be appointed / à désigner 
 
SWEDEN / SUEDE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Dr Anders LIDSTRÖM 
Professor Emeritus in Political Science, Department of Political Science, Umeå University 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr Tom-Erik MADELL  
Judge of Appeal, Court of Appeal for Northern Norrland, Umeå 
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SWITZERLAND / SUISSE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Dr. Reto STEINER 
Dean and Managing Director, ZHAW School of Management and Law, Zurich University of Applied 
Sciences 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. Soeren KEIL 
Academic Head of the Institute of International Research and Consulting Centre, Institute of Federalism, 
University of Fribourg 
 
TÜRKIYE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Ms Zeynep KADIRBEYOGLU 
Associate Professor of Political Science, Boğaziçi University, Political Science and International 
Relations, Bebek, Istanbul 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. Yilmaz ZÜLFIYE 
Assistant Professor of Constitutional Law and Equality Law, Bilkent University, Faculty of Law, 
Department of Constitutional Law, Ankara 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. Volkan ASLAN PhD. 
Assistant Professor, Department of Constitutional Law, Faculty of Law, University of Istanbul 
 
UKRAINE 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Anatoliy KRUGLASHOV 
Full Professor, Head of Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Chernivtsi Jury 
Fedkovych National University, Chernivtsi 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: Dr. Igor DUNAYEV 
Full Professor, Karazin Kharkiv National University 
 
UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI 
 
Full member/Titulaire: Prof. Colin COPUS 
Emeritus Professor of Local Politics, Department of Politics and Public Policy, De Montfort University  
Visiting Professor, Centre for Local Politics, Department of Political Sciences, Gent University 
 
Alternate/Remplaçant: To be appointed/ à désigner 
 
 


