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PARLIAMENTS – A PR DISASTER 
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AND REALITY? 



Carl Dolan, Transparency International EU                                                                        www.transparency.eu 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
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‘CASH FOR AMENDMENTS’ (2012) 
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2016 REFORMS: CORBETT REPORT 

 

 

- No changes to ethics committee 

 

- Prohibition of lobby jobs 

 

- No discussion of revolving door 
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MEPs currently have no cooling-off period and can 

move straight into lobbying. Curiously, their own 

assistants face much stricter rules and a cooling-off 

period of up to two years. 
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The French High Authority sharply contrasts with the 

fragmented system of the EU, with its multiple ad-hoc 

committees in charge of ethics and integrity.   
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The MEP allowances regime lacks transparency and 

sufficient financial controls.   
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STAFF ALLOWANCE 

 

- Increased transparency: 
publications of names 

 

- No spending details/no 
descriptions of services 

 

- Cases of irregularities and fraud 

 

- 109 separate investigations in 
2015 
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GENERAL EXPENDITURE ALLOWANCE 

 

- Meant for expenses related to 
parliamentary duties, such as office 
costs. 

 

- € 4300 directly deposited to MEPs’ 
bank accounts – personal by default 

 

- Amounts to € 39 million per year 

 

- Only fact we know: It’s being spent 

 

- No transparency. No controls. No 
Receipts 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

- Increase transparency and publication of details on staffing 
arrangements,  

 

- Financial control mechanisms need to be put in place for the GEA, 
and increased for the staff allowance 

 

- Additional resources for the parliamentary financial control units; 

 

- Make MEP allowance spending information fully transparent and 
publish these details in open source format; 

 

 



© 2017 Transparency International. All rights reserved. 

www.transparency.eu 

facebook.com/transparencyinternationaleu 

@TI_EU @daniel_freund 

THANKS FOR YOUR TIME 


