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PROJECT

“DEMOCRACY STARTS IN SCHOOLS"

The Project “Democracy Starts in Schools -
Engaging School Children in Decision Making
Processes in Schools and Communities in Georgia”
is implemented by the Council of Europe from March
2022 to December 2023 in cooperation with the
Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia and
with the financial support of the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC).

The objective of the Project is to strengthen
democracy in Georgia through increased participation
of young people in the decision-making processes

at the local level through democratic citizenship
education and practices in schools.

The project will support the national education
authorities of Georgia to implement a series

of measures that are needed to create more
opportunities for participation for school children
and motivate them to take part in the decision-
making processes in schools and communities.
More specifically, the project will help develop
methodological guidance for schools on the
democratic school governance, will support school
directors as key actors in this process and enable
them to provide strategic leadership, will support
school projects implemented in partnership with
civil society organisations and other community
actors, and will support school children in developing
and implementing projects in their schools and
communities.

P Educational institutions and educational staff develop
school children’s competences for democratic culture.

P Schoolgirls and schoolboys exercise their democratic

rights and responsibilities by participating in the decision-

making processes in their schools and communities.

THE PROJECT WILL END December 31, 2023.

E-MAIL: Education.georgia@coe.int
ADDRESS: The Council of Europe Office in Georgia, 64b
Chavchavadze avenue, Thilisi 0179, Georgia

» POLICY RECOMMEN-
DATIONS on strength-
ening the legislative and
policy framework for the
democratic governance of
schools will be developed
jointly with the Ministry of
Education and Science of
Georgia and other stake-
holders.

» METHODOLOGICAL
GUIDELINES on strength-
ening democratic school
governance in schools will
be developed and piloted
in schools.

» CAPACITY BUILDING: a
professional development
programme (training, men-
toring and peer exchange)
for school directors and
teachers on democratic
citizenship education
and the democratic school
governance will be devel-
oped and delivered.

» SCHOOL PROJECTS:
Schools will partner with
civil society organisations
and other community

stakeholders to develop
and implement projects
linked to learning out-
comes and addressing key
problems in the communi-
ty through a small grants
scheme for civil society
organisations.

» SCHOOL CHILDREN PEER

EXCHANGES: best prac-
tices in democratic school
governance will be shared
within a national confer-
ence dedicated to school
children participation in
schools and communities
and one study visit to Mol-
dova. Two summer acad-
emies for school children
on democracy and human
rights and project manage-
ment will be organized.

» EXCHANGE OF

BEST PRACTICES:

A national Democratic and
Inclusive School Network
for sharing and promoting
best practices in demo-
cratic school governance
will be set up.
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* The Project “Democracy Starts in Schools - Engaging School Children in Decision Making Processes
in Schools and Communities in Georgia” is implemented by the Council of Europe in cooperation
with the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia and with the financial support of
the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDQ).
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