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Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights

General Rapporteur on the abolition of the death penalty: Terms
of reference

Term of office: in accordance with Rule 50.7, the general rapporteur shall be appointed for a mandate of two
years, renewable a maximum of once.

The general rapporteur on abolition of the death penalty is mandated to intervene in matters relating to the
abolition of the death penalty in different contexts (member and observer states, partners for democracy, states
applying for such a status). He or she shall report periodically to the committee on the information collected
and the action taken.

Responsibilities:

The role of the general rapporteur is to:

follow activities and maintain working relations with different Council of Europe bodies dealing
with issues relating to the abolition of the death penalty (including the Committee of Ministers, the
Commissioner for Human Rights, the Committee for the Prevention of Torture and relevant
departments of the Council of Europe Secretariat);

follow activities and maintain working relations with Council of Europe observer states, partners
for democracy and other states applying for such status, seeking advice as necessary from
international organisations working in the field;

represent the Committee on behalf of the Assembly when relevant and appropriate;
in appropriate cases make statements and launch appeals on behalf of the Committee;

follow up previous resolutions and recommendations of the Assembly on death penalty issues,
including Resolution 1807 (2011) on “The death penalty in Council of Europe member and
observer states: a violation of human rights”, Resolution 1560 (2007) on “Promotion by Council
of Europe member states of an international moratorium on the death penalty”, Recommendation
1760 (2006) on “Position of the Parliamentary Assembly as regards the Council of Europe
member and observer states which have not abolished the death penalty”; Recommendation
1627(2003) and Resolution 1349 (2003) on “Abolition of the death penalty in Council of Europe
observer states”, and continue to promote the Assembly's decisions which appear in these texts.
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