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Agenda

About indicators

Comparative analysis of gender of directors and screenwriters in 
European films and audiovisual fiction

Any evolution?



Scope

European* feature films
produced between 2015 and 2018

and theatrically released
in at least one European country 

between 2015 and 2019

Audiovisual fiction episodes
produced in the EU (including the UK)
with a first release between 2015 and 

2018 on TV or on SVOD services
(excluding seasons of more

than 52 episodes)

Gender of directors and screenwriters of:

Scope of the project

* «European» here refers to the Member States of the Council of Europe.
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Example: screenwriters of AV fiction

About indicators
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directed/written by a 
majority of female 

professionals?
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Research questionsAbout indicators

Film/Directors AV fiction/Directors

Film/Screenwriters AV fiction/Screenwriters

Why weighted share?
Co-writing = significant share of films and fiction episodes

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory / LUMIERE, Plurimedia
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Research questionsAbout indicators

Feature films by female-driven teams of screenwriters

What does “majority” means?

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory / LUMIERE
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Comparative analysis
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Research questionsComparative analysis: Directors vs Screenwriters (2015-2018)
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FILM DIRECTORS FILM SCREENWRITERS

22%

20%

18%

25%

24%

17%

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory / LUMIERE
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Mixed 
teams: 
female 

majority
6%

Mixed 
teams: male 

majority
14%

Mixed 

teams: 
gender-
balanced 

15%

Research questionsComparative analysis: Screenwriters (2015-2018)

Films by female-driven teams of screenwriters

AV fiction by female-driven teams of screenwriters

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory / LUMIERE, Plurimedia



Research questionsComparative analysis

Any evolution?



Research questions

FEATURE FILMS

Evolution: Directors

B) Weighted share of female directors

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory / LUMIERE

19.0%

20.9%
20.6%

19.5%

20.0%

2015 2016 2017 2018 All years

C) Share of films by a majority of female 
directors

17% 19% 19% 18% 18%

80% 78% 78% 79% 79%

3% 3% 3% 3% 3%

2015 2016 2017 2018 All years

Female Male Balanced



Research questions

FEATURE FILMS

Evolution: Directors - Focus on debut films

Weighted share of female directors: debut films (2015-2018)

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory / LUMIERE



Research questions

FEATURE FILMS

Evolution: Screenwriters

B) Weighted share of female 
screenwriters

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory / LUMIERE

C) Share of films by a majority of female 
screenwriters

17% 17% 18% 17% 17%

72% 71% 71% 71% 71%

11% 12% 11% 12% 11%

2015 2016 2017 2018 All years

Female majority Male majority Gender-balanced



Research questionsEvolution: Directors

B) Weighted share of female directors

AV FICTION

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory, Plurimedia

C) Share of works by a majority of female 
directors

13% 14% 14% 16% 14%

86% 84% 84% 82% 84%

1% 2% 2% 2% 2%

2015 2016 2017 2018 All years

Female-majority Male majority Gender-balanced



Research questionsEvolution: Screenwriters

B) Weighted share of female 
screenwriters

AV FICTION

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory, Plurimedia

C) Share of works by a majority of female 
screenwriters

20% 19% 22% 22% 21%

66% 66% 63% 62% 64%

14% 15% 15% 16% 15%

2015 2016 2017 2018 All years

Female majority Male majority Gender-balanced



More information:
www.obs.coe.int

gilles.fontaine@coe.int
patrizia.simone@coe.int
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