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Free and Informed Consent

Medical Confidentiality

• Transversal issues

• Relevant for all following modules



Transversality of the principle of informed consent:

Example: transplantation of organs and tissues

• Consent of the donor

• Consent of the recipient

General principle in module 2 and

Additional requirements in module 8 
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Free and Informed Consent

Module 2: Free and Informed Consent

Learning Objectives



Article 5 Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine

General Rule

An intervention in the health field may only be carried
out after the person concerned has given free and 
informed consent to it. 

This person shall beforehand be given appropriate
information as to the purpose and nature of the 
intervention as well as on its consequences and risks.

The person concerned may freely withdraw consent at 
any time.
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Elements of Informed Consent

Free and Informed Consent



• Information



Case-law example: Freedom of consent:



Persons not able to consent

Exceptions

module 7

module 8
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Persons not able to consent

• authorisation

• opinion to be taken into consideration
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Specific situations
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Free and Informed Consent

Module 3: Medical Confidentiality and 

Protection of Health related data

Learning Objectives
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Free and Informed Consent

The foundations of medical confidentiality



What is health-related data?
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Medical Confidentiality

Case example
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Medical Confidentiality

Case example
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Medical Confidentiality

Case example
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• Data protection by health professionals

• Patients’ access to health data/limitations

• Specific situations: confidentiality of data concerning
deceased persons

• Data security and storage
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www.coe.int/bioethics

Thank you!

http://www.coe.int/bioethics

