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Launched by the Council of Europe in 2015, ETINED 
brings together stakeholders and experts to promote 
ethical standards and strengthen education systems.

Corruption, fraud and unethical 
practices can undermine trust, quality 
and equal opportunities in education. 

ETHICS
ETINED’s ethical principles, 
guidance and codes of 
conduct led to the 2019 
Recommendation on 
fostering a culture of ethics 
in the teaching profession.

2016

2019

ETINED launched

Ethical Principles for 
Education published

2017 – 2020

Regional projects on 
academic integrity 
and best practicesRecommendation  

CM/Rec(2019)9
Fostering an ethical 
culture in teaching

2022

Recommendation 
CM/Rec(2022)18
Countering  
education fraud

2025 Opening of Rome-based Centre 
for Preventing and Countering 
Education Fraud.

ETINED
Council of Europe 

Platform on Ethics, 
Transparency and 

Integrity in Education
F urther to the clear political commitment made by the 

European Ministers of Education at the Helsinki Ministerial 
Conference in April 2013, the Council of Europe launched 

its Platform on Ethics, Transparency and Integrity in Education, 
ETINED. ETINED is a network of specialists representing the 
50 States Parties to the European Cultural Convention, which 
carries out initiatives at European, regional and national level 
to take effective action against corruption and encourage all 
the relevant stakeholders in society to commit fully to a set of 
fundamental ethical principles for public and professional life. 
This publication reflects the discussions held at the 7th Session 
of the Prague Forum and provides strong evidence of the drive in 
Europe to promote high quality, corruption-free education based 
on common ethical principles. Offering many national examples 
and good practice in this area, it also raises several issues relating 
to the ethical behaviour of all education players, academic 
integrity and plagiarism, and the problem of the recognition of 
qualifications obtained by distance and online learning. It also 
covers how ETINED came into being, how it has developed and 
how it is applied in various countries.
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Transparency and Integrity in Education

Over the years, ETINED has grown into a unique European network, promoting dialogue, 
exchanging good practices and developing practical tools for education systems. 

INTEGRITY
Regional projects, shared 
best practices and practical 
tools strengthened academic 
integrity and supported the 
2022 Recommendation on 
countering education fraud.

TRANSPARENCY
Open School Data 
promotes access to reliable 
information, strengthening 
transparency and trust 
in education systems.

BEST PRACTICE PROGRAMME  

IN PROMOTING 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

A COMPENDIUM OF BEST PRACTICES

Volume 1

2021-2022

Open School Data
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 Council of Europe    
OPEN SCHOOL DATA IN EUROPEAN EDUCATION SYSTEM

S

EDUCATION INFO NOTE 01

The report, “Open school data in European 
education systems”, examines how open school 
data (OSD) initiatives are being developed and 
implemented across the states parties to the 
European Cultural Convention represented at 
the CDEDU. It offers an overview of the current 
landscape of OSD in Europe, identifying key 
practices, innovations, and challenges. The report 
is the result of a collaborative effort between 
UNESCO International Institute for Educational 
Planning (IIEP-UNESCO) and the Council of 
Europe’s ETINED Platform. Building on previous 
IIEP-UNESCO research in other world regions, it 
aims to support national-level conversations on 
how OSD can improve government transparency 
and accountability, and reduce corruption and 
fraud in education.

Intended for policymakers, education officials, 
civil society, and international partners, the report 
reviews the types of publicly available data, the 
governance models behind OSD initiatives, 
and their impact on education systems. It also 
highlights best practices and common barriers to 
effective implementation.

Findings are based on a thorough review 
of existing literature, a survey conducted in 
September 2024 involving all states parties, and 
in-depth interviews with representatives from 
five countries with advanced OSD practices. These 
insights provide valuable lessons for shaping 
effective and sustainable open data policies 
across the region.

Open school data in 
European education systems

EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY

INTRODUCTION

This info note draws from the report “Open school data in European education systems”, 
authored by Muriel Poisson, IIEP-UNESCO, and Elira Jorgoni, consultant.

This brief presents key findings from the report “Student Perceptions and Awareness 
of Education Fraud,” endorsed by the 7th plenary meeting of the Council of Europe’s 
Steering Committee for Education (CDEDU). Based on a Europe-wide survey of over 
5,000 higher education students across 40 countries, the report  – developed in 
partnership with CIMEA and the Council of Europe’s ETINED Platform – sheds light 
on how students perceive, experience, and understand education fraud. The findings 
underscore the urgent need for coordinated action to raise awareness, strengthen 
protections, and build a culture of academic integrity. As part of the broader efforts 
under the Council of Europe’s Education Strategy 2024-2030 “Learners First,” the report 
calls for empowering students as active partners in preventing education fraud and 
ensuring transparency and trust in higher education.

INTRODUCTION

Student perceptions 
and awareness of 
education fraud
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EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY
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 Council of Europe    

ETINED
Council of Europe 

Platform on Ethics, 
Transparency and 

Integrity in Education

Volume 5
South-East European Project  

on Policies for Academic Integrity

The fifth volume of the ETINED Series, this study  
focuses on academic integrity in higher education 
in six countries of South-Eastern Europe: Albania, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, Serbia 
and “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”.

Through on-the-spot interviews with teachers and 
students, questionnaires, surveys and integrity assess-
ment, it gives an overview of policies and practices 
used in several institutions in the region. The results 
provide recommendations, examples of good practice 
and guidelines for policy makers and education profes-
sionals, with a specific focus on plagiarism and cheat-
ing in examinations. 

This work is published as part of the Council of Europe 
ETINED platform, which aims to foster the exchange 
of information and promote best practices on ethics, 
transparency and integrity in education. ETINED defends 
the idea that quality education can only be achieved, 
and corruption effectively curbed, if all relevant sectors 
of society commit fully to fundamental ethical principles 
for public and professional life. 
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ETINED

Council of Europe Platform on Ethics, 
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Volume 6

Project on Academic Integrity in Armenia, 

Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan and Turkey

 Council of Europe    
M

EANS TO COUNTER EDUCATION FRAUD

MEANS TO COUNTER EDUCATION FRAUD

Legislation, practices and instruments
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In June 2025, the Council of Europe and CIMEA, acting under 
the Italian Ministry for Universities and Research, established a 
Rome-based Centre for Preventing and Countering Education 
Fraud through a Memorandum of Understanding, to serve 
as a multilateral hub for data exchange, capacity building, 
and implementation of international standards, to promote 
transparency, ethics and integrity.

Across its first decade, ETINED has translated shared principles into concrete action across Europe, 
as trust in education is not built by rules alone – it is built through a shared commitment to ethics, 
transparency and integrity.

 www.coe.int/etined  @EDUTALKS

ETINED
Council of Europe 

Platform on Ethics, 
Transparency and 

Integrity in Education
F urther to the clear political commitment made by the 

European Ministers of Education at the Helsinki Ministerial 
Conference in April 2013, the Council of Europe launched 

its Platform on Ethics, Transparency and Integrity in Education, 
ETINED. ETINED is a network of specialists representing the 
50 States Parties to the European Cultural Convention, which 
carries out initiatives at European, regional and national level 
to take effective action against corruption and encourage all 
the relevant stakeholders in society to commit fully to a set of 
fundamental ethical principles for public and professional life. 
This publication reflects the discussions held at the 7th Session 
of the Prague Forum and provides strong evidence of the drive in 
Europe to promote high quality, corruption-free education based 
on common ethical principles. Offering many national examples 
and good practice in this area, it also raises several issues relating 
to the ethical behaviour of all education players, academic 
integrity and plagiarism, and the problem of the recognition of 
qualifications obtained by distance and online learning. It also 
covers how ETINED came into being, how it has developed and 
how it is applied in various countries.
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7th Session of  

the Prague Forum 

ETINED Council of Europe Platform
 on Ethics, Transparency and Integrity in Education

ETINED
Council of Europe 

Platform on Ethics, 
Transparency and 

Integrity in EducationT here is today general recognition of the adverse effects of 
unethical behaviour in the field of education at all levels 
and in all countries. While the main stakeholders agree on 

the need to combat corruption in education, there are diverging 
opinions on how to achieve this.
What are the ethical principles on which education policy in 
Europe today should be based? How can we achieve genuine 
ethics, transparency and integrity in schools and universities? 
What approach should be adopted to counter the various forms 
of corruption that affect the education sector at various levels? 
This publication attempts to answer these questions, setting 
out the 14 ethical principles for education put forward by the 
Council of Europe Platform on Ethics, Transparency and Integrity 
in Education (ETINED), along with how they were developed and 
where they can be applied. 
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Volume 2  
Ethical principles 

Ian Smith  
University of the West of Scotland 

Tom Hamilton 
 General Teaching Council for Scotland

ETINED
Council of Europe 

Platform on Ethics, 
Transparency and 

Integrity in EducationB ased on detailed research in various publications, studies, 
codes of conduct and standards, this volume is intended 
as a guide to understanding the principles to be applied 

by education players to promote ethical behaviour, transparency 
and integrity in education. Citing the 14 ethical principles 
selected by the ETINED platform, this volume shows how they 
can be applied in respect of eight groups of players ranging from 
teachers, parents, education system employers and managers 
right up to policy makers. This publication is the third volume in 
the ETINED series and illustrates, through practical examples, the 
ethical principles set out in Volume 2.
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B ased on the ethical principles identified in previous 
volumes of the ETINED series, this study provides an 
overview of the current situation in Europe regarding 

the use, implementation and impact of codes of conduct for 
school teachers. It proposes an in-depth analysis of the content, 
policy framework, dissemination and impact of selected codes 
of conduct from several countries. The study assesses gaps and 
challenges but also proposes examples of good practice with a 
view to identifying guidelines and recommendations on ethical 
principles in education to be followed at European level. 

The aim of the ETINED platform is to contribute to the 
development of a culture of democracy and participation, 
based on ethics, transparency and integrity. It defends the idea 
that quality education can only be achieved, and corruption 
effectively curbed, if all relevant sectors of society commit fully 
to fundamental ethical principles for public and professional 
life, rather than relying exclusively upon top-down, methodical 
regulatory measures. Corruption must be fought through legal 
norms and structures, but that is not enough. It must also be 
considered unacceptable by all stakeholders and the public at 
large.
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