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CONGRESS ELECTION OBSERVATION MISSION 

Local elections in Georgia – 2 October 2021 

FINAL PROGRAMME 

 

Wednesday, 22 September 2021 

 
14:45 – 15:45  Remote briefing with Ms Natalia VOUTOVA, Head of Council of Europe Office in Georgia  
 Venue: Bluejeans (Central European Time) 
 

Wednesday, 29 September 2021 

 
Various times Arrival of the Congress Delegation in Tbilisi 
 

Thursday, 30 September 2021 
 
08:30 – 09:00 Welcome to the delegation  
 Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
09:05 – 10:05 Briefing with representatives of the diplomatic corps in Tbilisi 

• Armenia, Mr Levon ZARKARIAN, Advisor 

• Czech Republic, Ambassador, Mr Petr MIKYSKA  

• France, Ambassador Mr Diego COLAS and Mr Ethan GRAY, task officer  

• Hungary, Ms Anikó FARKAS, Consul 

• Italy, Ambassador Mr Enrico VALVO  

• Switzerland, Mr Urs BEER, Charge d’Affaires  
 Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
10:10 – 11:10 Briefing with domestic NGOs 

• International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy (ISFED)  
Ms Nino DOLIDZE, Executive Director 

• Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association (GYLA) 
Mr Nika SIMONISHVILI, Chairperson 

• Transparency International Georgia (TI), 
Mr Levan NATROSHVILI, Election Programme Manager  

 Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
11:15 – 12:15 Briefing with media representatives from the Coalition for Media Advocacy 

• Ms Tamar KINTSURASHVILI, Media Development Foundation 

• Ms Eka BASILAIA, Media Rights 
  Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
12:15 – 13:30 Lunch break 
 
14:00 – 16:00 Joint briefing with the Delegation of the European Parliament and Core Team of the 

OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission to Georgia  

• Ambassador Albert JÓNSSON, Head of Mission 

• Ms Urdur GUNNARSDOTTIR, Political Analyst 

• Ms Giovanna MAIOLA, Media Analyst 

• Ms Elissavet KARAGIANNIDOU, Legal Analyst 

• Mr Peter MICHALIK, Election Analyst 

• Mr László BELÁGYI, Securty Expert 
 Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
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16:05 – 16:35 Regional briefing with OSCE/ODIHR Long Term Observers based in Tbilisi  

• Ms Ewa JACOBSSON, Long-term observer (Sweden) 

• Mr Daniel DRIGOT, Long-term observer (USA) 
 Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
16:40 – 17:10 Debriefing 
 Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
17:15 – 17:45 Technical briefing with drivers and interpreters 
  Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 

Friday, 1 October 2021 
 
08:30 – 09:00 Briefing of the day  
 Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
09:05 – 10:05  Briefing with representatives of international NGOs 

• The International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES), 
Ms Ketevan MAISURADZE, Country Director 

• National Democratic Institute (NDI), Mr Alan GILLAM, Country Director 

• International Republican Institute (IRI), Mr John P. DIPIRRO, Resident Program 
Director 

  Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
10:30 – 11:30  Briefing with the Central Election Commission 

• Mr Giorgi KALANDARISHVILI, Chairperson 

• Mr Giorgi SHARABIDZE, Deputy-chairperson 

• Mr Giorgi SIORIDZE, Deputy-chairperson 

• Ms Tamar KAPANADZE, Head of International Relations and Protocol 

• Mr Giorgi SANTURIANI, Head of Legal Department 
  Venue: Office of the Central Election Commission, 24 Gorgasali Street, Tbilisi 
 
11:30 – 14:00 Lunch break 
 
14:00 approx.  Departure of teams deployed to the regions – (Team 3 and Team 6) 
 
14:05 – 14:50 Briefing with Mr David MELUA, Executive Director of the National Association of Local 

Authorities of Georgia (NALAG)  
 Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 

15:00 – 16:00 First meeting of heads of delegations to discuss the preliminary statement with 
OSCE/ODIHR and the Delegation of the European Parliament  

 Venue: Sheraton Grand Tbilisi Metechi Palace 

 
14:55 – 15:40 Briefing with the Delegation of Georgia to the Congress  

• Ms Nino KAVTARADZE, Member of Rustavi City Council, Georgian Dream (L, 
EPP/CCE) 

• Mr Otar GRIGOLIA, Member of Tbilisi City Assembly, Georgian Dream, (R, 
SOC/V/DP) 

• Mr Levan ZHORZHOLIANI, Member of Tbilisi City Assembly, Georgian Dream; (R, 
SOC/V/DP) 

• Ms Sevdia UGREKHELIDZE, Member of Mtskheta City Council, United National 
Movement (R, EPP/CCE) 

  Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
15:45 – 16:05  Briefing with representatives of the United National Movement (UNM) 

• Ms Tina BOKUCHAVA, Member of Georgian Parliament 

• Mr Irakli KAVTARADZE, Secretary of the International Relation of the NM Party 

• Ms Sevdia UGREKHELIDZE, Member of Mtskheta City Council, United National 
Movement (R, EPP/CCE) 

  Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
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16:10 – 16:40 Briefing with representatives from European Georgia  

• Mr George NONIASHVILI, candidate to the Chugureti District (Tbilisi Municipality) 

• Mr George KANDELAKI, Deputy Secretary General 

• Ms Teona KUTALADZE, International Relation Coordinator  
  Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
16:45 – 17:15 Briefing with representatives/candidates from For Georgia  

• Mr Levan DOLIDZE, Political adviser and head of proportional list for Tbilisi 

• Mr Mikheil DAUSHVILI, Member of Parliament 
  Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
17:20 – 17:50 Briefing with representatives and candidates from Georgian Dream  

• Mr Irakli KOBAKHIDZE, Chair of the Party 

• Mr Kakha KALADZE, candidate in Tbilisi City and Head of the Georgian Delegation 
to the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities 

• Mr Shalva PAPUASHVILI, MP, Committee on Education, Parliament of Georgia 

• Ms Mariam LASHKHI, Deputy Head of the Committee of International Relations of 
the Parliament of Georgia 

  Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi, Iveria Ballroom 
 
17:55 – 18:15  Debriefing  
 Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi 
 

18:00 - 19:30  Briefing for heads of delegation with Mr Tornike CHEISHVILI, Deputy Minister of Justice, 
Head of Inter-Agency Task Force for Free and Fair Elections  

  Venue: Office of the Deputy Minister of Justice, 138 David Aghmashenebeli Alley, Tbilisi 

 
20:00 – 22:00  Dinner  
 

Saturday, 2 October 2021– ELECTION DAY 
 
07:00 – 20:00 Observation of the Election Day 
 
23:00 approx. Debriefing  
 Venue: Radisson Blu Tbilisi 
 

Sunday, 3 October 2021 
 

08:00 – 08:30 Online briefing for heads of delegations with OSCE/ODIHR Statistical Analyst,  
 Venue: Bluejeans 

 

09:00 – 9:30 Final meeting of heads of delegations to discuss the preliminary statement with 
OSCE/ODIHR and the Delegation of the European Parliament  

 Venue: Sheraton Grand Tbilisi Metechi Palace 

 
15:00 – 16:00 Press Conference to present preliminary conclusions with OSCE/ODIHR 
 Venue: Sheraton Grand Tbilisi Metechi Palace 
 
Various times Departure of the Congress Delegation 
 
 

Monday, 4 October 2021 
 
Various times Departure of the Congress Delegation 
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DELEGATION 

 
Congress members 

 

Mr David ERAY (EPP/CCE, R), Switzerland, Head of Delegation 
Ms Randi MONDORF (ILDG, R), Denmark, Deputy Head of Delegation 
Ms Lale BEKTAS (SOC/G/PD, R), Turkey 
Ms Carla DEJONGHE (ILDG, R), Belgium 
Ms Jana FISCHEROVA (ECR, L), Czech Republic 
Ms Samira HUSEYNOVA (SOC/G/PD, L), Azerbaijan 
Mr György ILLES (ILDG, L), Hungary 
Mr Matija KOVAC (EPP/CCE, R), Serbia 
Mr Giuseppe MAGNI (ECR, L), Italy 
Mr Vladimir PREBILIC (SOC/G/PD, L), Slovenia 
Mr Kristoffer TAMSONS (EPP/CCE, R), Sweden 
Mr Erion VELIAJ (SOC/G/PD, L), Albania 
Mr Emin YERITSYAN (EPP/CCE, L), Armenia 

 
Expert 
 
Dr Pavel PSEJA, Member of the Group of Independent Experts 

 

Congress Secretariat 
 
Ms Renate ZIKMUND, Head of Division, Local and Regional Election Observation 
Mr Adam DRNOVSKY, Election Observation Officer 
Ms Mathilde GIRARDI, Election Observation Officer 
Ms Martine ROUDOLFF, Election Observation, Assistant 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

 
Congress Secretariat 
 
Renate ZIKMUND  
Mobile: +33 (0)6 59 78 64 55 
renate.zikmund@coe.int 
   
Martine ROUDOLFF  
Mobile: +33 (0)6 50.39.29.16 
martine.roudolff@coe.int 
 
Adam DRNOVSKY  
Mobile: +33 (0)6 50.39.29.13 
adam.drnovsky@coe.int 
 
Mathilde GIRARDI 
Mobile: +33 (0)6 50.39.29.16 
mathilde.girardi@coe.int  
 
COE Office Tbilisi: Natalia VOUTOVA Head of Office 
 Ketevan SAKHELASHVILI Assistant to the Head of office 
 Tel +995 (32) 291 38 70 or 71/72/73 
 Mobile +995 599 34 24 34 
 Address: 
 Pixel Business Centre – 8th floor 
 34 Chavchavadze Avenue 
 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia 
 
 
ACCOMMODATION:  Radisson Blu Iveria Hotel 
 Republic Square 
 0108 Tbilisi 
 Tel: +995 322 402 200 
 Email: tbilisi.ots@radissonblu.com 
 
 
INTERPRETATION: CSN Caucasus Ltd 
 9 Budapest Street 
 0160 Tbilisi, Georgia 
 Tel: +995 599 531970 
 Email: mara.tsakadze@gmail.com  
 
 
TRANSPORT: Res Bonae Ltd 
 19 Kirimi Street 
 0101 Tbilisi, Georgia 
 Tel: +995 32 219 4629 
 Email: info@resbonae.ge  
 
 
OTHER HOTELS  Hotel Terrace Kutaisi (Team 3) 
 10 26 May II Aly, KUTAISI 4600, Georgia 
 Tel: +995 599 39 15 19 
 Hotel Terrace Kutaisi - Hotel in kutaisi (business.site) 
 
 Hotel Gino Wellness Rabat (Team 6) 
 Kharischirashvili str. #1 AKHALTSIKHE, Georgia 
 Tel: +995) 599 88 09 24 
 Email: info@gino.ge  
 Contact – Gino Wellness 

mailto:renate.zikmund@coe.int
mailto:martine.roudolff@coe.int
mailto:mathilde.girardi@coe.int
mailto:tbilisi.ots@radissonblu.com
mailto:mara.tsakadze@gmail.com
mailto:info@resbonae.ge
https://www.google.com/search?q=Hotel+Terrace+Kutaisi&sxsrf=AOaemvLqkXxbqoDSlfP6G2rxx4P09yRaxg%3A1632406910709&source=hp&ei=fo1MYdi-KIexU4yGpZAJ&iflsig=ALs-wAMAAAAAYUybjt70sFtaQR-mx3dPRucNlxtLKHn7&oq=Hotel+Terrace+Kutaisi&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyDgguEIAEEMcBEK8BEJMCMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHlCw2tsBWLDa2wFgxuPbAWgAcAB4AIABigGIAYoBkgEDMC4xmAEAoAECoAEB&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=0ahUKEwjY9afQpZXzAhWH2BQKHQxDCZIQ4dUDCAc&uact=5
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