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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Confessors equal to the Apostles, patron saints of Europe, teachers of the Slavs, inventors of the first 

Slavic alphabet, faders of the Slavic literacy ï these are the sibling SS Cyril and Methodius from 

Thessalonica. Their worship is one of the most meaningful phenomena in the cultural tradition of Central 

and Eastern Europe. Since 1980 they are officially identified as pan-European when Pope John Paul II 

declared them as patron saints of Europe, but first and foremost they are, now regarded as an enduring 

symbol of intellectuality. Their cult has been appropriated in different ways and at different times by 

individual nations as part of their struggles for independe nce or recognition, or in defending public 

positions and national values. Now, the chance is emerging to explain Cyrillo-Methodian heritage as a 

common of European value, promoting religious tolerance, cultural equality, and understanding of 

European cultural history and cultural identity. The European Cultural Route (ECR) of Cyril and 

Methodius can be a powerful instrument in this perspective.  

 

This study has focused of existing sites and destinations related to the Cyril-Methodius heritage of the 

Danube Region countries, which are not yet integrated into the cultural route project (the Association 

ñEuropean Cultural Route of St. Cyril and Methodiusò with 18 members from the Czech Republic, Greece, 

Hungary Slovakia, and Slovenia). 

 

The identified places and destinations show the rich and diverse nature of the heritage of Cyril and 

Methodius in all its displays ï monuments of the sacred cult of the holy brothers, secular manifestations 

of respect for them, reflections on their work in the modern world. Geogr aphically, they are spread in 

the whole Danube Region and even unevenly distributed, they are not missing in any country.  

METHODOLOGY 

The study is prepared as a desktop assessment. The documentation of the Council of Europe was used, 

related to the cultural routes development as well as the proposal for certification as ñCultural Route of 

the Council of Europeò of the Cultural Route Cyril and Methodius (certification cycle 2018-2019) and the 

2019 Annual report of  the Association ñ European Cultural Route of Saints Cyril and Methodiusò (both 

provided by the Association). 
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 HISTORICAL BACKGROUN D 

 

Who are Cyril and Methodius  
 
Cyril and Methodius from Thessalonica are called heirs to the Twelve Apostles, patron saints of Europe, 

teachers of the Slavs, and inventors of the first Slavic alphabet. Their worship is one of the most 

meaningful phenomena in the cultural tradition of Central and Eastern Europe, officially identified as 

pan-European since 1980 when pope John Paul II declared them the patron saints of Europe. First and 

foremost, however, they are an enduring symbol of intellectuality. Their cult has been appropriated in 

various ways and at different times by several nations as part of their struggles for independence or 

recognition. Nowadays, it is not only an instrument for creating national self -awareness but also a 

symbol of the cohesion in sharing European values within the EU and beyond. 

 

Constantine (whose given monks name was Cyril) and Methodius were born in Thessaloniki, in the 

family of a mil itary commander, in the 3 rd decade of 9th century AD. After their fatherôs death, the two 

brothers were placed under the protection of influential figures in the imperial court in Constantinople. 

Having received a brilliant education, Methodius was granted a high-ranking position as archon of a 

Slavic principality on the Strymon River. After turbulent changes in the imperial court in 856, Methodius 

moved to the Olympus monastery in Asia Minor. Sometime later, Cyril joined him there, already having 

become a priest, missionary, and diplomat. About 860, they were sent by the Byzantine Emperor on a 

mission among the Khazars. It is claimed that in Chersonesos, they have found the relics of St. Clement 

of Rome, who would later be chosen as patron of their Moravian  mission.  

 

Upon return, Methodius agreed to become an abbot at the Monastery of Polychron. Probably Cyril joined 

him there, and the two focused their effort in creating alphabet for the language of Slavs, as well as 

translating some New Testament books. Their excellent fluency in Slavic language since early childhood, 

alongside with Methodiusôs longstanding contacts with Slavic people and Cyrilôs exceptional philological 

flair and knowledge ï all of this proved to be fertile soil for the new idea of litera ture in Slavic language. 

Perhaps this is when Cyril came up with the concept of penning out a new alphabet. Its realization 

needed much effort. ñHe was involved with them [the books] day and night, alongside with his brother,ò 

wrote Cyrilôs biographer. ñLeading a dignified lifestyle and having his heart slanted in the ways of the 

Lord, he would add labour upon labour, and was successful in many of Godôs virtues.ò It is believed that 

a number of their disciples, associates, and contributors joined their effo rt. Undoubtedly, those people 

followed the two brothers in their long trip to Moravia, as Cyril and Methodius appeared to be the most 

suitable delegates on behalf of the Byzantine emperor, responding to a request of the Moravian prince 

Rastislav for a ñteacher who would explain the true Christian faith in our own language.ò  

 

Modern researchers differ in their opinion as to the specific route of the two missionaries as they 

proceeded towards the lands alongside the Morava river. Undoubtedly, the shortest path would be 

through Bulgarian territory to Belgrade on the Danube river, and further on via Pannonia to Moraviaôs 

capital Velehrad. During this period, however, the Bulgarian khan Boris was in a military alliance with 

Louis the German, king of East Frankia. Due to this alliance, it is probable that the relations between 

Bulgaria and Byzantium were rather tense, and so sending an official Christian Byzantine mission via 

foreign pagan lands entailed serious risks. For this reason, it is more likely that the t wo brothers would 

have chosen the old Roman road, Via Ignacia. It connected Constantinople via Thessalonica with the 

Albanian shores of the Adriatic Sea. If Cyril and Methodius used this road, possibly they sailed by ship 

to Venice and then traveled North-East via Pannonia to the Moravian lands.  
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Where were the two missionaries heading?  
 
The Slavic tribes occupying territories of the Middle Danube Region made several attempts to form state 

alliances. One of the stable state formations founded during the fi rst decades of the 9th century was 

called Moravia, whose first historically known ruler was Mojmir I (ruled 830 -846). To the East, Moravia 

bordered with the Bulgarian state, to the West ï with the empire of Charlemagne and his heirs. The 

border with Frankia was, to some extent, formal since many Frankish priests were still active on the 

Moravian territory. The Bavarian clergy was engaged with bringing the Christian Gospel, as well as 

German cultural and political influence among the local Slavic tribes.  

 

In 862, as Methodius and Constantine were setting up on their route to Moravia, the local ruler was 

prince Rastislav. Was a wise and visionary statesman and within some fifty years, he had managed to 

develop his young country as a strong political and milit ary power. In his policy, he sought to affirm 

autonomy and independence, following in the footsteps of his predecessor, Mojmir. Most probably a 

pagan, Mojmir would not succumb to Frankish influence and would not show great hospitality to 

missionaries sent from Passau. In his ambition to strengthen and develop his country, he conquered 

the neighbouring Principality of Nitra. During that campaign, Mojmir removed Pribina, prince of Nitra, 

as Pribina was both a Christian and, more importantly, closely connected to the Franks. Thus, Moravia 

grew as a political power while the Frankish Empire was unable to interfere with this process politically. 

The Moravian prince was ambitious to gradually conquer more and more Slavic-populated territories of 

the Middle Danube Region, thus forming a Great Moravian state. This plan was heavily impeded by the 

presence of Christian missionaries from Bavaria, as they had been preaching and ministering among the 

Slavs for many decades now and had built their church structure. In Rastislavôs mind, this structure was 

an opportunity as it could have been used as a platform for a future autonomous Moravian Church. To 

that end, he decided to chase away all German clergy and put an end to their cultural and political 

influence that had placed Moravia in a state of dependence on Franks.  

 

The Bavarian priests had performed their mass in the Latin language for more than three decades on 

the Moravian territory. Their church rituals were familiar, easily understood, and vastly spread among 

the local population. Byzantine missionaries, on the other hand, had a different advantage - all excerpts 

from the Gospels that had been translated into Slavic language were accepted with joy and were gaining 

quick popularity. It is believed that due to this ci rcumstance, the two brothers considered introducing 

and holding liturgy solely in Slavic language as it was much more comprehensible to the people. 

However, Slavic liturgy was completely unacceptable to the German clergy and they criticized it severely 

since it was breaking the established tradition to worship only in Latin. In their mind, they made parallels 

with what had been happening among the Goths. In the fourth century, a bishop called Wulfila had 

translated the Holy Scriptures into the Gothic language. However, he had also introduced Arianism 

among the Goths. It was a heresy that had been condemned at the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea 

of 325. Because of that experience, the German priests believed that holding liturgy in Slavic language 

would also imply heresy. Constantine argued that this was not true and invested much effort into rooting 

out pagan practices and installing Christian based legislation. A multitude of important books was 

translated, a sufficient number of local priests were traine d to read Slavic language, and liturgy in Slavic 

was introduced in many temples.  

 

After three and a half years, the two brothers left Moravia and moved to the Balaton Principality of 

Lower Pannonia. The local prince Kocel welcomed them with high honours, and according to their 

hagiographic lives, providing them with fifty disciples to be trained in reading Slavic books. During this 

time, according to historical sources, the Principality of Lower Pannonia already had more than thirty 

churches, each of them with its priest. At the beginning of Constantine and Methodiusôs Moravian 

mission, the archbishop of Salzburg inspected their activity with concerns and for that reason, he would 
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travel every year to Pannonia to sanctify the new church buildings. The Lower  Pannonia church structure 

was headed by archpriest Richbald who was delegated by the archbishop and was based at the town 

of Blatnograd (or Mosapurc). By this time, the lower clergy already had several Slovenes serving. Most 

probably, those fifty disciples trained by Constantine and Methodius were chosen among them. The two 

brothers did not stay with prince Kocel in the Balaton Principality for too long.  

 

 

The Dispute in Venice  
 
Their next stop of the Slavic teachers was Venice. While there, Constantine was summoned for 

questioning by elect ñbishops, priests and monks, like crows facing a falcon.ò They charged him for not 

having any right to conduct worship services in Slavic language. A brilliant polemicist, Constantine 

resorted to quoting Biblical texts and won the argument against his opponents. ñDoes not rain fall from 

God equally for all? Does not the sunshine for everyone? Do we not all breathe the same air? How are 

you not ashamed to define only three languages, leaving all other tribes and nations blind and deaf?ò 

Nowhere else does medieval literature contain such a bright defense of all nations right to use their 

language to worship God, as is seen in this quotation from th e Long hagiographic life of the Philosopher.  

 

About this time, an invitation by Pope Nicholas I was received in Venice, prompting the two brothers to 

pay him a visit to Rome. In the last days of 867, Constantine and Methodius came to the Eternal City. 

Shortly before their arrival, a new pope was elected there, inheriting the deceased Nicholas I. Pope 

Adrian II welcomed the two brothers and their companions with high honours. Latin sources praise 

Constantine the Philosopher for bringing to Rome the relics of cityôs third bishop after St. Peter - Clement 

of Rome. Constantine took them out of the seawaters near Kherson and kept them safe during his long 

journey. This fact stirred up a worship cult for the Philosopher, who shortly before his death, took up a 

monastic vow and received the name, Cyril. ñHaving expressed deep gratitude to the Philosopher for 

his great merits, they ordained his brother Methodius as a bishop, and their disciples ï as priests and 

deacons,ò this is how their Latin biographers describe the visit of Cyril and Methodius to Rome.  

 

Slavic sources, however, emphasize another point: all Slavic translations of liturgical books brought by 

Constantine and Methodius were blessed by the pope, and in this way, Slavic liturgy was officially 

recognized by the Roman Church. However, Methodius was not yet ordained as a bishop, since the 

Holy See was in no hurry to grant independence to the Moravian Church. During that time, after 

accepting the monk's name Cyril, Constantine-Cyril passed away and was buried with honours at St. 

Clement Basilica.  

 

After Cyrilôs demise on 14th February, 869, an envoy sent by prince Kocel of Pannonia arrived in Rome, 

asking the pope to send Methodius to him to continue his teaching ministry started two years earlier. 

Having granted the Roman Churchôs blessing over Slavic language liturgy in Moravia, Pope Adrian, also 

set his first restrictions: during the mass, ñThe Apostleò and ñThe Gospelò to be read first in Latin, and 

only then in Slavic language. By satisfying Kocelôs request to allow Methodius to teach in Moravia, the 

pope also aimed to diminish the influence of German Bavarian clergy, while at the same time anchoring 

the Slavic population under Roman pontificate authority.  

 

The biographer recounts how prince Kocelôs welcomed Methodius with honours, as the popeôs 

ambassador among Slavic nations. He would continue his teaching ministry, affirming the introduction 

of Slavic liturgy in Pannonia. However, Kocel, just like Rastislav, sought to gain ecclesiastical autonomy, 

and in his mind, Slavic liturgy was only one of  the means of achieving his goal. For this reason, Kocel 

once again sent Methodius back to Rome to be ordained by Pope Adrian as an archbishop of Pannonia, 

as well as papal legate across all Slavic territories. 
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The ordination of Methodius as archbishop was a significant move on behalf of the Roman pope in his 

ambition to claim the whole Middle Danube Region under Roman authority. In this situation, his 

interests coincided with the aspirations of Moravia and Pannoniaôs Slavic princes to establish 

independent church structures. The only way to achieve this was to abandon the claims of Bavarian 

clergy on Pannonia and Moravia, as they rested solely on the German emperorôs will, but were not 

based on a legal sanction by the Roman Church. However, the bishops of Bavaria had no intention to 

obey this decision taken without their consent.  

 

With the popeôs blessing, archbishop Methodius of Pannonia returned once again to prince Kocel. It is 

difficult to ascertain whether he intended to go to Sirmium, the ancient metro politan residence of 

apostle Andronicus. It is more likely that he stayed in Blatnohrad (Mosapurc), the capital of the Lower 

Pannonian Principality, intending to arrange the new church structures in Pannonia. According to a 

Latin document, it was in Mosapurc where ñMethodius created the Slavic alphabet and sagaciously 

translated Roman Church doctrines and holy Latin books. This caused the entire nation to neglect Latin 

mass, Latin preaching and Latin liturgy.ò However, Methodius was unlikely to have been able to carry 

out much of his plans, because in the late spring of 870 he was captured, arrested and half a year later 

brought before a church court in Bavaria set up by Adalvin, archbishop of Salzburg, and the bishops of 

Passau (Hermannrich), of Freising (Ano), of Zeben (Lantfried) and Regensburg (Ambriho). The court 

in Regensburg (known as ñImperial Dietò) was presided over by Ludwig the German, king of the East 

Frankish state. His presence was necessary for the process to have legal weight. Likely, that Ludwig 

was already aware of the accusations against Methodius. It is possible to ascertain their character by 

the arguments regarding the rights of the Bavarian Church described in the Salzburg Memorandum. 

The first and most significant  accusation is recorded in Methodiusôs hagiography: ñYou teach in our 

area.ò  

 

It must be acknowledged that the German clergy had their reasons for opposing this activity. The 

Bavarian Church had indisputable merit for Christianizing both Pannonia and Moravia. It has been 75 

years since Pope Leo III, at the request of Charlemagne, had delegated all missionary work in Pannonia 

to Arno, the first archbishop of Salzburg. During these decades, priests sent from Salzburg had 

preached and served in Pannonian churches. According to the indictment, Methodius transgressed 

decisions made by the church synods in Antioch (341) and Serdica (347), as well as the Ecumenical 

Council in Constantinople (381). No bishop was allowed to cross the boundaries of his diocese, and to 

engage in religious activity in a different territory. In his response to the court, Methodius referred to 

the historical rights of the Roman Church over the ancient Roman prefecture of Illyricum, of which the 

Pannonian lands were part; he also referred to the popeôs right to create new episcopates and restore 

old ones. ñIf I knew it was yours, I would have removed myself; but it is St. Peterôsò, he declared to 

his accusers. 

 

Undoubtedly, Methodius could have invoked ecclesiastical law ï he was a legally ordained archbishop 

and was given authority over the diocese by the pope himself. Significantly, the Bavarian court was 

overstepping its jurisdiction since it had started a trial against an archbishop ordained by the pope, 

without the popeôs awareness. But the legal situation did not correspond to the historical one. 

Methodius was sentenced to prison. His sentence was an act of power struggle because the conflict 

was unsolvable. The law was on Methodiusôs side, but the history was on the side of Bavarian church.  

 

According to the custom of that time, Methodius was to be imprisoned in one of the monasteries in 

Germany. There are several speculations in which particular monastery he spent his exile. Various 

studies suggest monasteries like Niederlachtheim, Freising, Elwangen, Reichenau. One option, 

supported by researchers like A. Ziegler, W. Bur, and Fr. Grivetz, focuses on the Benedictine monastery 

of Elwangen. It is known that Hermannrich served as a monk in Elwangen before his ordination as 
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bishop of Passau. Later, he substituted abbot Grimald, maintaining a close relationship with him. This 

development would necessitate the imprisonment and whereabouts of Methodius to be kept secret 

from the pope. Another hypothesis places the imprisonment of the Slavic enlightener in the Monas tery 

of Reichenau located on an island in Lake Constance. The Memorial book of the monastery contains 

the oldest written testimony of Cyril and Methodius: their names are mentioned there twice in both 

Latin and Greek letters.  

 

Methodius remained a prisoner for about two and a half years. Probably he tried sending an appeal to 

Rome during that time, but there is no evidence of any action by the Holy See towards releasing the 

archbishop of Pannonia. Circumstantial evidence of such actions is contained in the written instructions 

by pope John VIII (elected at the end of 872) to his legate bishop Paul of Ancona, entrusted with the 

mission of releasing Methodius from prison. In his letters to King Ludwig the German and the bishops 

of Bavaria, Pope John VIII firm ly demanded that the archbishop of Pannonia would be released and 

returned to Moravia, instead of Pannonia. The pope intended to enlarge the Diocese of Pannonia by 

annexing it to Serbia and thus to prevent a second conflict for the lands of Balaton Princip ality. 

 

Methodius arrived in Moravia and began intensive and rewarding work in education and translation. 

Initially, it was endorsed by Svetopolk, but later, he restored his relations with the episcopate of 

Bavaria. Upon his insistence, the pope ordained the former bishop of Passau Wiching as bishop of Nitra, 

and thus undermined the unity of Methodiusôs archbishopric. Methodius himself had to travel to Rome 

once again to defend his ministry among the Moravian Slavs. A letter sent by the pope to the prince o f 

Moravia expresses Romeôs favour towards Methodius: ñWe commend the Slavic letters invented by 

Constantine the Philosopher.ò The pope permitted preaching and liturgy in Slavic language, but decreed 

that The Gospel would be read first in Latin and only the n in Slavic. 

 

Shortly after his trip to Rome, Methodius was invited to visit Constantinople by the Byzantine emperor 

Basil I the Macedonian. Historians differ in their opinion about the exact year the trip to the Byzantine 

capital. It was w hether by the end of 881, or in 882, or even as late as 883 . It is not known whether 

Methodius himself requested an audience with the emperor and patriarch Photius, who inspired the 

Moravian mission, or the Byzantine Metropolis had an interest in Slavic writing and liturg ical language, 

which had proved its worth in Pannonia (ɗɑɆɈɥɓɗɐɎɘɋ ɔɇɑɆɗɘɎ). In Constantinople, Methodius was 

welcomed with great honour and joy by the emperor  ñas he praised his teaching, kept a priest and a 

deacon from among his disciples, alongside with the booksò. 

 

Back in Moravia, Methodius set out to translate the whole bible with the help of his most trusted 

disciples. Prior to that, only major liturgical books had been translated. Now, the entire corpus of biblical 

books, civil codes, and writings of church fathers had to be translated as needed for the fulfilling life of 

the local churches. During these months of hard work, his original texts were born, but only a minor 

part of them is preserved today. This fruitful literary work marke d the last few years of Methodiusôs 

life. He also cared a lot about the future of the Moravian Church to which he devoted more than twenty 

exhausting years. For his successor at the local archbishopric, Methodius appointed one of his disciples 

- Gorazd.  

 

Methodius died on 6th April 885, three days after Palm Sunday. His disciples honoured him with a liturgy 

held in Latin, in Greek, and Slavic languages. According to the hagiography of the two brothers, his 

body was solemnly buried in the cathedral church building located in the capital city of Great Moravia 

- on the left part, behind an altar of the Holy Virgin. Twenty -two years after his first step on Moravian 

land, Methodius found his eternal rest there. Today, the exact location of his grave is uncertain . The 

brief information in the hagiographies does not specify the name of the capital town where that 

cathedral church was located. Probably, this was the town of Velehrad, Svetopolkôs main fortress, but 
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its exact location is debatable. The most plausible current theory has been expressed by Josef Poulík, 

who believes that the remnants of the capital lay underground near the modern village of Mikulļice, 

located in the Moravian region of present-day Czech Republic. There archaeologists excavated the 

remains of a settlement with many buildings, including a dozen churches. In one of these churches 

was discovered burial, which scientists say corresponds to the description of Methodiusôs grave. Yet, 

other researchers point to a completely different place, basing their opinion on the supposition that the 

archbishopôs headquarters, being central to Moravia, could not have been located north of the Middle 

Danube Region. They believe that the city of Methodius should be identified with the modern -day 

Serbian town of Sremska Mitrovica, the ancient Roman settlement of Sirmium ï where the throne of 

St. Andronicus, whose successor pope Adrian II had ordained Methodius as bishop in 869. Through 

intrigues, bishop Wiching secured his ordination as archbishop, while the appointed by Methodius 

Gorazd was imprisoned alongside Methodiusôs closest associates Clement, Nahum, and Angelarius. 

Many others were sold into slavery. Fortunately, a Byzantine officer who happened to be there 

purchased them and took them to Constantinople. Some of them died, during the trip, others chose to 

settle down in the Byzantine capital, while still others headed for Bulgaria. Toward Bulgaria also fled 

others who were expelled by the German soldiers after the death of Methodius.  

 

Within a short period,  much of the heritage of Methodius and his previously deceased brother 

Constantine Cyril that cost them two decades of suffering and hard work was destroyed almost entirely. 

Soon after that, the Moravian state was also destroyed, wiped away by the invading  Magyars arriving 

from the east . The disciples of the two Slavic missionaries were scattered like sparks of extinguishing 

a fire. Some of them did not get anywhere, others brought the fire of Slavic culture to new 

outbreaks/locations.  

 

 

The Followers  

 
The Greek life of Clement Ohridski by Archbishop Theophilactus of Ohrid is one of the most valuable 

sources for the life and work of Cyril and Methodius and their pupils. Recounting the episode of the 

expulsion of Methodius's associates from Moravia, Theophilactus writes: "And they left for Bulgaria, 

thought for Bulgaria and hoped that Bulgaria would have peace of mind." After the demise of their 

master in 885, the Methodiusô disciples fled to the Bulgarian kingdom, where they were welcomed and 

commissioned to establish schools ï in Pliska, Preslav, and Ohrid. There they devised the Cyrillic script 

based on the Greek used already in the writing praxis in Bulgaria. Cyrillic gradually replaced Glagolitic 

as the alphabet of the Bulgarian language, which became the official language of the Bulgarian State 

and later spread to the Eastern Slav lands of Kievan Rus'. Cyrillic eventually spread throughout most of 

the Slavic world to become the standard alphabet in the Eastern Orthodox Slavic countries. Hence, Cyril 

and Methodius' efforts also paved the way for the spread of Christianity throughout Eastern Europe.  
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 ANALYSIS OF THE ñSTATE-OF-THE-ARTò OF THE 
ROUTE OF SAINTS CYRI L AND METHODIUS ï 
HERITAGE IN THE DANU BE REGION  

 

Geografical distribution  
 
The Danube river basin and its drainage area the Danube covers parts of nine EU countries (Germany, 

Austria, Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Romania and Croatia) and five 

non-EU countries (Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Ukraine and Moldova). Alongside, the 

almost 3000 km long Danube 115 million inhabitants are living. The whole area might be considered 

traditionally touristic, although tourism is not evenly developed. Its performance is in line with t he overall 

development of the parts of the Danube Region - highly developed in the upper areas and less developed 

in the lower reaches. A certain idea about the differences of the impact of tourism in the countries of 

the Danube Region gives The World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) survey on the Economic Impact 

of Travel and Tourism on the Danube countries (2020 Survey on 2019):  
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Image 1:  Bavaria and Baden-Württemberg are the most visited states of all sixteen states of Germany according to the Federal 
Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt) 2017 & 2018 

Concrete numbers per country are visible in the table below:  
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Although varieties, all 14 countries have strong impact of tourism on their economics, by producing a 

significant part of GDP ï max. 32%, min. 5.3%.  

 

The World Economic Forumôs report on Travel & Tourism Competitiveness shows the 2019 performance 

as follows: 

 

Economic Impact of Travel and Tourism (%)  

Country : 
Contribution to 

GDP 

Contribution to 

employment  

International 

visitors impact  

Austria  11.7 12.5 9.7 

Bosnia & Her.  9.3 9.6 13 

Bulgaria  10.8 10.6 10.7 

Croatia  10.9 10 10.2 

Czech Republic  6.5 8.0 4.1 

Germany*  9.1 12.5 2.9 

Hungary  7.7 10 6.3 

Moldova  7.3 7.6 11.1 

Montenegro  32.1 32.8 47.7 

Romania  5.9 6.3 3.7 

Serbia  5.9 6.2 7.0 

Slovakia  6.3 6.3 3.0 

Slovenia  9.9 10.3 6.2 

Ukraine  5.9 6.2 3.3 
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The ECR of St. Cyril and Methodius - countries represent very different tourism development levels, 

ranging from those which are established and mature, with dynamic and expanding destinations, to 

others in emerging or early stages of development. The World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) survey 

on The Economic Impact of Travel and Tourism on each of those countries provides proof of that. 

Comparatively speaking, the differences are huge in arrival numbers, in receipts, in the contribut ion to 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP), in tourism infrastructure development, and in the number of jobs directly 

supported by travel and tourism in 2019.  

 

 

Relevance by country and possibilities for cooperation  
 
The Cyril and Methodius Route is also unevenly distributed through the countries of the Danube Region, 

but the Cyrillo-Methodian Legacy has left significant traces in the area. They are different in nature and 

character - tangible and intangible. Here we may include the monuments of graphic culture, m onuments 

of liturgical homage to Cyril and Methodius, temples, schools, libraries and archives, holidays in their 

honour, folk traditions, and customs. Although unevenly distributed, they do not lack in any country in 

the region. 

 

The areas that the Thessalonian missionaries and their disciples went through in the 9 th century are 

now located in the lands covered by the vast geographical and political area called the Danube Region. 
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1. AUSTRIA 

 

The worship of the Holy Brothers in  Austria is related to Cyrillo-Methodian cultural heritage of Moravia. 

Vienna is not a place where Cyril and Methodius are traditionally present. St. Cyril was noted in the Life 

of St. Clemens of Rome in the Austrian passional (Magnum legendarium Austriacum) dated back to the 

14th century, and was mentioned later in the Papal Chronicle of the Viennese historian and theologian 

Thomas Ebendorfer. However, after 1547, when the Margraviate of Moravia inherited the Austrian 

crown, a new tradition was established in the imperial capital ï liturgical worship of the two saints began 

in the imperial chapel of St. Michael in Vienna. Their calendar holiday was celebrated there by the 

Moravian community in the town with an opulent religious feast in which high priests and famou s 

preachers participated. Now the collection of Cyrillo-Methodian sermons from St. Michael is kept in the 

Monastery of Heiligenkreuz in Lower Austria.  

 

 

1.1. Heiligenkreuz, Lower Austria  

 
Heiligenkreuz Abbey (Stift Heiligenkreuz) is a Cistercian monastery in the village of Heiligenkreuz in the 

southern part of the Vienna Woods. Founded in 1133, it is the oldest continuously occupied Cistercian 

monastery in the world. Nowadays, the Monastery is a relevant very cultural and tourist attraction, 

furthermore a reli gious and social institution, and a business enterprise. With more than 270,000 

volumes, the monastery library is the largest private library in Austria. At the heart of the library is the 

medieval collection of 1250 manuscripts and 860 incunabula. Today, the monastery library is an 

institution of knowledge and a partner of various regional and even international research centres. The 

stocks of books are made accessible, in cooperation with the Department of Books and Writing of the 

Austrian Academy of Sciences. The results are presented on their site.1  

 

 

 
1 Manuscripta,°see° https://www.manuscripta.at/ , accessed 4 June 2020. 

https://www.manuscripta.at/
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Among others, the monastery has the oldest and one of the most renowned wineries in Austria. It is 

located below the largest and most renowned vineyards in Austria and has a famous vinoteque.  

 

The library of the abbey is home to the biggest collection of homiletic works dedicated to SS Cyril and 

Methodius from the 18 th century. Moreover, a huge corpus of Early-New-High-German texts dedicated 

to the Slavic apostles is kept, including 58 leaflets with  more than 1000 pages, which date from 1708 

to 1778. 

 

The abbey is administrated and managed by the Klosterneuburg Monastery at the Order of the 

Augustinian Canons. Moreover, the abbey has an interactive internet site, which is supported by a visitor 

center. One can find there an online-collection, press-office, events, exhibitions, and on-site guidings. 

Besides, the touristic infrastructure is fully developed. So, public transportation and accommodation is 

no problem for visitors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Image  2:  Heiligenkreuz Abbey (Stift Heiligenkreuz) 
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1.2. Vienna Woods (Wienerwald), Lower Austria (Supporting destination) 

 

It is a highly developed tourist destination, famous with its expansive forests and lush meadows, viti - 

and spa-culture, and plenty of unique and quirky museums. 105,000 hectares of biosphere parks cover 

51 municipalities in Lower Austria and seven districts in Vienna. The Vienna Woods is one of the largest 

self-contained deciduous forest areas in Central Europe and is one of the most species-rich forests in 

Austria. 

 

 
Image  3:  Biosphere park of Vienna Woods 

 

It is to mention that the Vienna Woods is significant, and therefore a landscape under protection as well 

as a recreational area. Therefore the site is listed on the UNESCO Biosphere Park ï landscape cultural 

heritage. The managing authority of the heritag e site is the Biosphärenpark Wienerwald Management 

GmbH. 
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1.3. Vienna, Austrian National Library (ANL) 

 

This is one of the biggest cultural institutions in Austria and the modern knowledge center of Vienna. 

Except for the reading rooms for 400 reads, the lib rary houses six extraordinary museums: 

 

 State hall 

 Literature Museum 

 Globe Museum 

 Papyrus Museum 

 Esperanto Museum 

 House of Austrian History 

 

Together with the University of Vienna, it manages the inter -university master-program ñLibrary 

Information Studies (MSc)ò. The holdings of the ANL represent a broad historical, geographical, cultural 

and political context. The research based on those holdings constitutes a significant contribution to 

Austrian and European intellectual and cultural history. 

 

 
Image  4:  Austrian National Library state hall (Österreichische Nationalbibliothek) 

 

These items, which are unique from the viewpoint of history and of physical qualities, offer research 

perspectives, particularly in the areas of scholarly editing, the history of media and culture, as well as 

in fundamental technological research in the field of the Digital Library. 2 Eight of the nominations in the 

list of UNESCO Memory of the World belongs to ANL, among them the Golden Bull the most important 

 
2 Austrian National Library,°see°https://www.onb.ac.at/en/research/mission -statement-and-focus, accessed 8 
June 2020. 

https://www.onb.ac.at/en/research/mission-statement-and-focus
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legal documents of the Holy Roman Empire of German Nation in transcription from ca. 1400; the unique 

copy of Tabula Peutingeriana ï a parchment map from 12 th century.3 

 

 
Image  5:  The Danube Region on Tabula Peutingeriana - ANL, Cod. 324 

 

The Department of Manuscripts preserves one of the world's most important collections of manuscripts 

and old books. Between them are some treasures of the Cyrillic and Glagolitic graphic culture: 210 Slavic 

manuscripts are kept originating from 14 th to 18 th century. 

 

Remarkably, the library is an independent legal entity under the Austrian Federal Museum Act 2002. 

That guarantees absolute independence from political or other influences and interests. The cultural 

institution has a Board of Trustees that manages its administration and affairs. Visitors who want to 

have more information about the institution can look at the ANL in teractive web-platform. One will find 

a visitor cluster and chat rooms, digital collections, guided tours and events. The touristic infrastructure 

is highly developed. Possible cooperation for the ECR can happen on different levels, which comprise 

museums, education, and research issues. 

 

 

1.4. Vienna, St. Michael Church 

 

The Church is one of the oldest churches in Vienna 

and one of its few remaining Romanesque buildings, 

build in 13 th century. 

During the 18 th century; celebration on the feast of 

SS Cyril and Methodius were annually celebrated in 

the church by the Moravian minority. Famous 

preachers from the whole Habsburg Empire 

preached for the Moravian minority at these 

celebrations. Now, the preaches are kept in 

Klosterneuburg monastery. The biggest Baroque-

style organ in Vienna and the significant Byzantine 

altar icon of Our Lady with Child were requisites to 

the celebrations.The Society of the Salvatorians is 

the managing authority and administrates this 

heritage site. Moreover, the touristic infrastructure 

is highly developed, due to its location in Vienna-

 
3 See°https://digital.onb.ac.at/RepViewer/viewer.faces?doc=DTL_2764184&order=1&view=SINGLE, accessed 8 
June 2020. 

Image  6:  St. Michael Church (Michaelerkirche) 

https://digital.onb.ac.at/RepViewer/viewer.faces?doc=DTL_2764184&order=1&view=SINGLE
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center. The site interpretation gets support by leaflets, guided tours in the church, cloister, cry pts as 

well as organ concerts.  

 

 

1.5. Vienna, SS Cyril and Methodius Parish Church at Theumermarkt 

 

The Roman- Catholic Parish Church was consecrated in 1995. Its Mission statement explains the 

patronage of Cyril and Methodius because of the church location on Brünnerstrasse, was the former 

trade route to Moravia:  

 

ñIt is no coincidence that this name was chosen, as it should show that this 

community is an important link to Moravian Christians. History shows us that our 

hometown of Floridsdorf was once part of the ñSamo Empireò and later bordered 

directly on the Great Moravian Empire. The Samo Empire is the historiographical 

name for the West Slavic tribal union established by King ("Rex") Samo, which 

existed between 631 and 658 in Central Europe. The centre of the union was most 

likely in Moravia and ñNitraviaò, additionally the union included Czech tribes, Sorbian 

tribes, and other West-Slavic tribes along the Danube in present Lower Austria. 4 

Furthermore, many of us as ñreal Vienneseò have more or less Slavic ancestors.5ò 

 

Special attention to young people ï there are multiple events for them, such as Prayer Circle ñLoretto 

of SS Cyril and Methodiusò (Loretto Gemeinschaft Cyril and Methodius) and an Youth Fair every month. 

The church is very transparent to the public, so it applies social media and runs a website as well as a 

physical and digital parish journal (Pfarrzeitung).   

 

  

 
4 Curta F. 2001, The Making of the Slavs. History and Archaeology of the Lower Danube Region, c. 500-700 A.D. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2001, p. 59-61.  
5 Pfarre Cyrill & Method,°see°https://www.pfarre -cyrill-method.at/patrone -und-leitbild/ , accessed 8 June 2020. 

https://www.pfarre-cyrill-method.at/patrone-und-leitbild/
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1.6. Vienna, Haus Wittgenstein with the Monument of SS Cyril and Methodius 
in the yard 

 

The radicalism and modernity of the architecture of Stonborough -Wittgenstein (1926-1928) shows its 

special characters in direct comparison to the Viennese context at the time, with works by Behrens, 

Hoffmann, Frank, Loos or Prutscher. The philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein is now considered the 

architect of the Stonborough-Wittgenstein house in Vienna, together with Paul Engelmann. Ludwig 

Wittgenstein's significant structuralism in architecture overcomes cultu ral conventions of his era and 

shows a liberation of the then modern architecture with the help of the collage. The building also shows 

the growing emancipation of Margaret Stonborough-Wittgenstein (the construction investor) and 

contributes to the diffe rentiated legibility of the role of women at the level of the gender discussion 6. 

 

The Monument of SS Cyril and Methodius was placed in the Witgensteinôs garden after the House 

became Bulgarian Culture Institute of Vienna in 1976 to become a centre for the celebration on the 24 th 

of May ï the Feast of Cyril and Methodius and the Bulgarian Culture7. Unlike the building, the monument 

of the Holy Brothers is not popularized, except as an emblem of the days of Bulgarian culture. 8 

The building can be characterized as a monument of modern architecture.  

 

  

 
6 Sarnitz A. 2011, Die Architektur Wittgensteins. Rekonstruktion einer gebauten Idee, Böhlau, Vienna. 
7 Penchev V. et al. 2018, Kulturno Nasledstvo v Migracija. Paradigma, p. 313; [ȵɋɓɝɋɈ, B., ȲɆɖɎɥɓɐɆ ȧɔɖɎɗɔɈɆ, 
ȳɎɐɔɑɆɏ ȨəɐɔɈ, ȱɎɓɆ ȩɋɖɉɔɈɆ, ɅɓɆ ȩɋɖɉɔɈɆ, ȧɔɥɓ ȰəɑɔɈ, ȸɆɓɥ ȲɆɘɆɓɔɈɆ, ȰɆɘɥ ȲɎɛɆɏɑɔɈɆ, ȯɔɖɊɆɓ ɅɓɋɈ. 
Ȱəɑɘəɖɓɔ ɓɆɗɑɋɊɗɘɈɔ Ɉ ȲɎɉɖɆɜɎɥ. ȵɆɖɆɊɎɉɒɆ, 2018, n. 313.] (in Serbian).  
8 See°http://www.haus -wittgenstein.at/ , accessed 8 June 2020. 

Image  8:  Monument of the Thessalonian 

Brothers in the garden of the house  

 

Image  7:  Haus Wittgenstein 

http://www.haus-wittgenstein.at/

































































































