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* Europe: EU27 + United Kingdom, Norway and Switzerland.

This report provides an analysis of the population of writers and directors of European theatrical films and TV/SVOD fiction produced in
Europe* between 2015 and 2024.

The data
The underlying data used in this report comes from several sources:

• In a first step, the Observatory's LUMIERE database (for theatrical films) and the Observatory's annual survey (for TV/SVOD fiction)
were used to compile a list of works produced between 2015 and 2024.

• In a second step, the directors and writers of each work were identified, using the Observatory's LUMIERE database (for cinema
directors) and IMDb (for other positions). In total, almost 39 000 different authors were identified. The graph on page 12 shows how
these creators were involved in writing and/or directing theatrical films and/or TV/SVOD fiction.

• Around 18 500 European theatrical films and around 12 000 European TV/SVOD films and TV/SVOD seasons were included in our
sample for 2015-2024.

Limits
• The identification rate of directors and writers varies; in particular, for TV/SVOD fiction, the sample is less representative for daily

telenovelas/soaps.
• The sample is based on films and TV/SVOD fiction works actually released. It therefore does not include directing or writing jobs for

the development of works that were ultimately not released.
• The sample includes all theatrical film genres (including documentary and animation), but only live-action TV fiction works, whether

TV films or TV series.

Introduction and methodology
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Why is the 2024 data ‘provisional’?
Even though our list of theatrical films, TV/SVOD fiction films and TV/SVOD fiction series is updated up to 2024, there is a delay until they are
properly reflected in the IMDb database used to identify writers and directors. Therefore, we believe that 2024 data are still provisional, and
that more attention should be paid to trends over the past few years than to short-term developments between 2023 and 2024.

Important definitions
• Throughout the report, the term ‘professionals’ is used when providing cumulative data for screenwriters and directors.
• A professional is considered ‘active’ when credited for at least one work in a given period, be it theatrical film or TV/SVOD fiction.
• Unless otherwise indicated, the term ‘theatrical films’ includes both fiction and documentary films. In some cases, a specific focus is

made on fiction films only, or on documentary films only.
• A ‘job' is a writing or directing credit for a film, a TV/SVOD film or a TV/SVOD series. Unless otherwise indicated, the term ‘job for a

TV/SVOD series’ refers to a writing or directing credit in at least one episode of a given TV season. In other words, the number of
episodes the professional has worked on in each season is not considered, only work on different seasons are counted as different
jobs. In some cases, however, we refer to a TV/SVOD ‘project’, globally which encompasses all seasons of said TV/SVOD series.

Structure of the report
There are several ways of approaching the analysis of the population of writers and directors for theatrical films and TV/SVOD fiction. The
report mainly follows a role-based approach:

• Section B covers screenwriters working in theatrical film and TV/SVOD fiction.
• Section C deals with directors working in theatrical film and TV/SVOD fiction.

However, Section A provides a different perspective, bringing an overview approach by category of work (film and TV/SVOD).

Introduction and methodology
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Nearly 39 000 professionals active between 2015 and 2024
Between 2015 and 2024, almost 39 000 professionals were active in the writing or directing of theatrical films and TV/SVOD fiction. Three
main groups cumulatively accounted for around 70% of active professionals: writers who worked exclusively for either theatrical film or for
TV/SVOD fiction but did not direct, and professionals who both wrote and directed exclusively for theatrical films.

Persistence of the (theatrical) ‘film d’auteur’ model
79% of European theatrical films involved a writer acting also as director. Between 2015 and 2024, 63% of theatrical film directors directed
only films that they had also written. In addition, only 52% of theatrical film screenwriting jobs were allocated to writers who were not also
directors.

Writing and directing largely separate in TV/SVOD fiction
Conversely, in TV/SVOD fiction, the roles of writer and director were almost always distinct: only 12% of all professionals active in TV/SVOD
fiction between 2015 and 2024 shot at least one film or episode that they both wrote and directed.

Key findings



8

TV/SVOD directors were also active in theatrical films
A significant proportion (42%) of all TV/SVOD fiction directors active between 2015 and 2024 have directed at least one theatrical film at
some point in their career, and 30% between 2015 and 2024.
Conversely, as there were many more directors active in theatrical films than in TV/SVOD fiction, only a small proportion (13%) of theatrical
film directors active between 2015 and 2024 have also worked for TV/SVOD fiction in that period.

Impressive turnover in theatrical films
Looking back, 43% of the 2015 film writers and 41% of the 2015 films directors never worked again afterwards, either as writer or director, be
it in theatrical film or in TV/SVOD fiction. The picture was very different for TV/SVOD fiction, where 85% of 2015 TV/SVOD writers and 91% of
2015 TV/SVOD directors continued to work, by far only in TV/SVOD fiction and in the same role.

More films produced, but more jobs in TV/SVOD fiction
More European theatrical films (18 500) than European TV/SVOD films and TV/SVOD seasons (12 000) were included in our sample for 2015-
2024. However, TV/SVOD fiction generally provided for more jobs* than theatrical films. More writers and more directors were involved in
each TV/SVOD film or season (4.1 writers and 2.1 directors, respectively) than in each theatrical film (1.8 and 1.1, respectively).

*For TV/SVOD series: 1 job = 1 season, no matter the number of episodes written or directed.

Key findings
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More jobs in TV/SVOD for a smaller number of professionals
TV/SVOD jobs* were proportionally distributed between fewer active professionals than film jobs. Working in TV/SVOD fiction implied more
recurrence, with certain series running for several seasons. Conversely, theatrical film seemed structurally open to newcomers: on average,
between 2015 and 2024, 52% of the theatrical film directors active in a given year were directing their first theatrical film.
This translated into a very different level of activity between the two content categories: between 2015 and 2024, theatrical film writers
wrote 1.5 films vs. 3.3 TV/fiction films or seasons for TV/SVOD writers; theatrical film directors directed 1.4 films vs. 3.7 TV/fiction film or
seasons for TV/SVOD directors.

Made for TV/SVOD films similar to theatrical films
Within TV/SVOD projects, there were some significant differences. TV/SVOD films were closer to the theatrical film model: 1.8 writers and 1.1
directors for theatrical films, vs. 1.9 writers and 1.2 directors for TV/SVOD films. Conversely, TV/SVOD series projects counted on average 5.4
writers and 2.8 directors each.

Theatrical documentaries are a silo
Within theatrical films, fiction and documentaries were two almost independent segments: out of all theatrical film writers active between
2015 and 2024, only 3% wrote both for fiction and documentary films (4% for directors). Documentary writers were more likely than fiction
writers to have both written and directed their works, and professionals who wrote or directed a documentary in 2015 were more likely to
have subsequently left the sector.

Key findings

*For TV/SVOD series: 1 job = 1 season, no matter the number of episodes written or directed.
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THEATRICAL FILM WRITERS
Between 2015 and 2024:

• 20 600 active writers
• 48% wrote only films they directed
• 1.5 films (co)written 
• 1.8 writers per film including writers also directors; 

0.9 ‘stand-alone’ writers
• 43% of 2015 film writers were inactive between 2016 and 2024

TV/SVOD FICTION WRITERS
Between 2015 and 2024:

• 14 200 active writers
• 2 projects (co)written, representing 14.4 episodes or TV films
• 4.1 writer per season or TV film
• 15% of 2015 TV/SVOD writers were inactive between 2016 and 2024

THEATRICAL FILM DIRECTORS
Between 2015 and 2024:

• 14 900 active directors
• 63% directed only films they wrote
• 1.4 films (co)directed
• 1.1 director per film
• 41% of 2015 film directors were inactive between 2016 and 2024

TV/SVOD FICTION DIRECTORS
Between 2015 and 2024:

• 6 600 active directors
• 2.4 projects (co)directed, representing 14.4 episodes or TV films
• 2.1 directors per season or TV film
• 42% also directed a theatrical film
• 9% of 2015 TV/SVOD directors were inactive between 2016 and 2024
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Overview of all active professionalsA.
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Film and TV/SVOD fiction: Close to 39 000 active professionals between 2015 and 2024 

All creators 2015-2024
38 762

active only as 
directors

18%

active only as 
writers
50%

active as 
writers and 

directors
32%

Active 
directors: 
19 573

Active 
writers: 
31 784

active only in film
52%

active only in TV/SVOD fiction
37%

active in film and TV/SVOD 
fiction
11%

Active in film: 
24 589

Active in TV/SVOD 
fiction: 
18 474

The sample includes close to
39 000 professionals active in
writing and/or directing
theatrical films and/or
TV/SVOD fiction between
2015 and 2024.

The graph illustrates the
overlaps between positions
and type of works: strong
between writers and directors;
limited between theatrical
films and TV/SVOD fiction.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024
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Film and TV/SVOD fiction:  Grouping professionals

The 3 main groups high-
lighted in purple comprised
close to 70% of the around
39 000 professionals active in
theatrical films and/or TV
fiction between 2015 and
2024: they included writers
working exclusively either for
theatrical film or for TV/SVOD
fiction, but who did not direct,
and professionals both writing
and directing exclusively for
theatrical film.

9 1247 673 3 491

1 3899 679 3 105

1 837

382

748

1 022

WRITERS DIRECTORS

TV/SVOD 
FICTION

THEATRICAL
FILMS

Film only, 
writing only

TV only, 
writing and directing

Film and TV, 
writing only

TV only, 
writing only

Film and TV, 
writing and directing

TV only, 
directing only

Film and TV, 
directing only

Film only, 
directing only

Film only, 
writing and 
directing

Film writing and directing 
and either writing or directing TV

Other combinations: 312

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory
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Focus on theatrical film: Over 24 500 active professionals between 2015 and 2024

Over 24500 professionals (co)wrote
and/or (co)directed at least
one theatrical film between
2015 and 2024.

44% of them shot films they both
(co)wrote and (co)directed.

ACTIVE THEATRICAL FILM DIRECTORS AND WRITERS (2015-2024)

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024

10 736
professionals shot at 

least one film they both 
wrote and directed

24 589
film writers and directors

8 574
professionals shot only 
films they both wrote 

and directed

2 162
professionals also wrote 
or directed other films

9 665
professionals 

wrote only films they 
did not direct

17%39%44%

The data includes all 
screenwriters and 
directors active in 
theatrical film.

4 188
professionals directed 
only films they did not 

write
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Focus on TV/SVOD fiction: Close to 18 500 active professionals between 2015 and 2024

Over18000professionals (co)wrote
and/or (co)directed at least one
TV/SVOD fiction between 2015
and 2024.

Only 12% of them shot
TV/SVOD fiction they both
(co)wrote and (co)directed.

ACTIVE TV/SVOD FICTION DIRECTORS AND WRITERS (2015-2024)

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024

2 151
professionals shot at 
least once a TV/SVOD 
fiction they both wrote 

and directed

18 474
TV/SVOD writers and 

directors

806
professionals shot only 
TV/SVOD fiction they 

both wrote and directed

1 345
professionals also wrote 

or directed other 
TV/SVOD fiction

11 853
professionals 

wrote only TV/SVOD 
fiction they did not 

direct

24%64%12%

The data includes all 
screenwriters and 
directors active in 
TV/SVOD fiction.

4 470
professionals directed 
only TV/SVOD fiction 

they did not write
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Writers of theatrical films and 
TV/SVOD fictionB.
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B.1. Active writers:  More than 31 500 active writers between 2015 and 2024

More than 31 500 unique
writers (co-)wrote at least one
theatrical film or one TV/SVOD
fiction between 2015 and
2024.

Although more writers were
active in theatrical films than
in TV/SVOD fiction each year,
when looking at the total
period 2015-2024, fewer
different writers were involved
in TV/SVOD fiction than in
theatrical films, suggesting
that TV/SVOD writers worked
more frequently.

31 784

14 240

ACTIVE THEATRICAL FILM AND TV/SVOD WRITERS (2015-2024)

Out of 20 559 film writers: 
• 25% wrote only documentaries
• 72% wrote only fiction
• 3% wrote both

20 5592 684 2 808 2 899 3 052 3 068
2 171

2 675
3 420 3 214

2 529

3 145 3 261 3 500 3 806 4 035 4 019 4 181 4 484 
4 054 3 821 

5 721 5 945 6 279
6 712 6 932

6 068
6 706

7 696
7 112

6 209

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Film writers TV/SVOD writers All writers (excl. double counts)

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024

TOTAL UNIQUE 
TV/SVOD WRITERS

TOTAL UNIQUE 
WRITERS

TOTAL UNIQUE 
FILM WRITERS



All film writers are 
considered, including 
documentary film 
writers
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B.1. Active writers: Writers were specialised either in film or in TV/SVOD fiction

Only 10% of all active writers
between 2015 and 2024
worked both for film and
TV/SVOD.

ACTIVE WRITERS (2015-2024)

14 240
TV/SVOD writers

20 559
film writers

3 015
writers who worked for 

film and TV/SVOD

17 544
film writers who 

worked only for film

11 225
TV/SVOD writers who 

worked only for TV/SVOD

85% 15% 21% 79%

31 784
deduplicated writers

55%

10%

35%

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024
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B.1. Active writers: Writers were specialised either in fiction film or in TV/SVOD fiction

Looking only at active fiction
writers, the results were
similar: only 11% of all active
fiction writers between 2015
and 2024 worked for both film
and TV/SVOD.

ACTIVE FICTION WRITERS (2015-2024)

14 240
TV writers

15 507
fiction film writers

2 905
fiction writers who 

worked for fiction film 
and TV/SVOD

12 602
film writers who 

worked only for fiction 
film

11 335
TV writers who worked 

only for TV/SVOD

81% 19% 20% 80%

26 842
deduplicated fiction 

writers

47%

11%

42%

Only writers of fiction
films are considered

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024

Including 110 TV/SVOD fiction 
writers who also wrote theatrical 

films, but only documentary 
films
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B.1. Active writers: Film writers often both wrote and directed their films, suggesting a 
strong ‘film d’auteur’ model in Europe

Almost half of theatrical film writers active between 2015 and 2024 
only (co-)wrote films they also (co-)directed…

…conversely, active TV/SVOD fiction writers mainly wrote works they 
did not direct.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024

ACTIVE THEATRICAL FILM WRITERS (2015-2024)

Wrote only 
films they 
directed

48%

Wrote at 
least one 
film they 

didn't direct
52%

ACTIVE TV/SVOD WRITERS (2015-2024)

Wrote only TV 
films or episodes 

they directed
10%

Wrote at least 
one TV film or 
episode they 
didn't direct

90%66% for writers who 
were only active in 
documentaries
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B.1. Active writers: TV/SVOD fiction writers worked more often than theatrical film writers

76% of theatrical film writers active between 2015 and 2024 only wrote one film.
Active TV/SVOD fiction writers took part in 2.1 projects representing about 3.3 TV seasons.

Film writers (co)wrote on average 1.5
films between 2015 and 2024

76% of writers (co)wrote 
only one film

24% of writers (co)wrote 
on average 2.9 films

representing 3.3 TV/SVOD films 
or TV seasons

representing 41.7 TV/SVOD films 
or episodes

TV/SVOD writers were involved on 
average in 2.1 TV/SVOD films or series 

between 2015 and 2024

representing 2.9 TV/SVOD films or 
TV seasons

representing 14.4 TV/SVOD films 
or episodes

TV/SVOD writers were involved on 
average in 2.0 TV/SVOD films or series 

between 2015 and 2024

EXCL. SEASONS WITH MORE THAN 
52 EPISODES

ALL TV/SVOD FICTION

ACTIVITY OF THEATRICAL FILM WRITERS 
(2015-2024)

ACTIVITY OF TV/SVOD FICTION WRITERS 
(2015-2024)

87% for writers who 
wrote only 
documentaries

1.2 for writers 
who wrote only 
documentaries

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory



43%  were inactive between 2016 and 2024
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B.1. Active writers: What happened to 2015 writers?

There was a very contrasting
situation between writing for
film and writing for TV/SVOD
fiction: only 15% of 2015
TV/SVOD fiction writers were
inactive between 2016 and
2024, vs. 43% for 2015 film
writers.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Of the 2 684 film 
writers active in 2015

46% wrote at least another theatrical film between 2016 and 2024

6% did not write another theatrical film but wrote at least 1 TV/SVOD 
fiction between 2016 and 2024

5% did not write another theatrical film or TV/SVOD fiction but 
directed a film or a TV/SVOD fiction between 2016 and 2024

Of the 3 145 TV/SVOD 
writers active in 2015

81% wrote for TV fiction between 2016 and 2024

3% did not write another TV/SVOD fiction but wrote at least 1 
theatrical film between 2016 and 2024

1% did not write another theatrical film or TV/SVOD fiction but 
directed a theatrical film or a TV/SVOD fiction between 2016 and 2024

15%  were inactive between 2016 and 2024

Only 29% for 
documentary film 
writers

64% for 
documentary 
film writers



58% 58% 59% 60% 61% 69% 65% 60% 59% 63%

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Theatrical film jobs TV/SVOD fiction jobs

B. Writers 23

B.2. Writing jobs: Have writing jobs reached a peak?

Nearly two-thirds of writing
jobs came from TV/SVOD
fiction.

TV/SVOD writing jobs had
shown a faster growth than
theatrical film jobs since 2015,
but the latest figures now
seem to hint at a global
downturn for writing jobs
across theatrical film and
TV/SVOD fiction.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Job: writing credit for a film, a TV/SVOD film or a TV/SVOD season, no matter the 
number of episodes for which the writer was credited 

WRITING JOBS (2015-2024)

2 830 2 926 3 034 3 220 3 227
2 243

2 778
3 629 3 388

2 658

3 892 4 046 4 363 4 741 5 095 4 927 5 149 5 333 
4 855 4 538 

6 722 6 972 7 397
7 961 8 322

7 170
7 927

8 962
8 243

7 196

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Theatrical film jobs TV/SVOD fiction jobs Total jobs

(IN NUMBER AND IN SHARE)
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B.2. Writing jobs: Details for theatrical films

THEATRICAL FILM (CO)WRITING JOBS 
(2015-2024)

THEATRICAL FILM WRITING JOBS BY GENRE 
(2015-2024)

2 830 2 926 3 034 
3 220 3 227 

2 243 

2 778 

3 629 
3 388 

2 658 

1 438 1 520 1 568
1 703 1 666

1 148
1 368

1 923
1 793

1 395

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Theatrical film jobs Excluding jobs combined with a directing job

628 651 670 685 753
605

780 790 704
510

74 73 101 153 96 61 77 120 153 121

2 128 2 202 2 263
2 382 2 378

1 577

1 921

2 719
2 531

2 027

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Documentary Animation Live-action

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory
Job: writing credit for a theatrical film

About 48% of the 2024 writing jobs were combined with a directing job for the same film.
Fiction films accounted for most theatrical film writing jobs, compared to animation and documentary films.



46% 45% 47% 50% 51% 52% 53% 54% 53% 55%

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

13 ep. or less 14 to 52 ep.

More than 52 ep. TV Film/Collection
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B.2. Writing jobs: Details for TV/SVOD fiction

Most of TV/SVOD fiction
writing jobs corresponded to
TV series seasons with 13
episodes or less.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Job: writing credit for a TV/SVOD film or a TV/SVOD season, no matter the number of 
episodes for which the writer was credited 

1 772 1 809
2 049

2 347
2 584 2 570

2 738 2 868
2 563 2 503

649 617 669 632 687 718 733 743 727
572

836 959 1 003 1 112 1 127 1 085 1 000 914 881 874

635 661 642 650 697 554 678 808 684 589

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

13 ep. or less 14 to 52 ep. More than 52 ep. TV Film/Collection

TV/SVOD WRITING JOBS BY FORMAT (2015-2024)
(IN NUMBER AND IN SHARE)



19% 20% 20% 21% 19% 19% 16% 21% 21% 21%

37% 40% 38% 38% 38% 37% 39% 38% 37% 36%

44% 41% 42% 41% 43% 43% 45% 42% 42% 43%

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Films written only by a writer also directing

Films written by a writer also directing and at least one other writer

Films written only by non-directing writers
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B.3. Writing teams: 1.8 writer per theatrical film

On average, there were 1.8
writers per film between 2015
and 2024, 0.9 excluding
writers also directing.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

1.8 writers 
on average per theatrical 

film between 2015 and 2024

50% 
of theatrical films had at 

least 2 writers

In 2024, the writing team 
of 79% of films included a 
writer-director.

In 2024, the writing team of 
57% of films included at least 
one non-directing writer.

THEATRICAL FILM WRITING TEAMS (2015-2024)

1.5 for 
documentary 
films
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B.3. Writing teams: 4 writers per TV/SVOD fiction project

On average, there were 4
unique writers per TV/SVOD
fiction project between 2015
and 2024.

There were 1.9 unique writers
for TV/SVOD films, in other
words, similar to theatrical
films, but with fewer cases of
writers also acting as director.

5.4 writers participated in the
writing of a TV series.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

A TV/SVOD project = a TV/SVOD film or series, no matter the number of seasons or episodes

4.0 writers 
per TV/SVOD project between 

2015 and 2024

5.4
writers per TV/SVOD series project

1.9
writers per TV/SVOD film

4.8
writers per TV/SVOD series project 
(excluding series with more than 

52 episodes per season)

4.1 per TV film 
or TV season

4.3 per TV season

TV/SVOD WRITING TEAMS (2015-2024)
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Directors of theatrical films and 
TV/SVOD fictionC.
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C.1. Active directors: More than 19 500 active directors between 2015 and 2024 

About 19500directors (co)directed
at least one theatrical film or
one TV/SVOD fiction between
2015 and 2024.

The number of active TV/
SVOD fiction directors each
year has caught-up with the
number of active theatrical
film directors.

But the total number of active
TV/SVOD directors between
2015 and 2024 remained
significantly lower, as TV/SVOD
directors worked far more
often than theatrical film
directors.

19 573

6 621

ACTIVE THEATRICAL FILM AND TV/SVOD DIRECTORS (2015-2024)

Out of 14 924 film directors: 
• 36% directed only documentaries
• 60% directed only fiction
• 4% wrote both

14 924

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024

1 921 2 057 2 154 2 241 2 295

1 561

1 962

2 511 2 314
1 810

1 493 1 662 1 720 1 860 1 990

1 985

2 109
2 337 2 162 2 046

3 361
3 661 3 810

4 031 4 216

3 496
3 990

4 751
4 392

3 793

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Film directors TV/SVOD directors All directors (excl. double counts)

TOTAL UNIQUE 
TV/SVOD DIRECTORS

TOTAL UNIQUE 
DIRECTORS

TOTAL UNIQUE 
FILM DIRECTORS



All film directors are 
considered, including 
documentary film 
directors

30
C.1. Active directors: More than 40% of TV/SVOD directors have also directed at least one 
theatrical film

Only 10% of all active
directors between 2015 and
2024 have worked for both
film and TV/SVOD.

However, as film directors out-
numbered TV/SVOD directors,
TV directors were much more
likely to have also worked for
film than film directors for
TV/SVOD.

Among all TV/SVOD 2015-
2024 directors, 30% directed
at least one theatrical film
between 2015 and 2024. 42%
directed a theatrical film at
some point in their career.

ACTIVE DIRECTORS (2015-2024)

6 621
TV/SVOD directors

14 924
film directors

1 972
directors who  

worked for film and 
TV/SVOD

12 952
film directors who 

worked only for film

4 649
TV/SVOD directors who  

worked only for TV/SVOD

87% 13% 30% 70%

19 573
deduplicated directors

66%

10%

24%

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024

C. Directors
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C.1. Active directors: Directors were specialised either in fiction film or in TV/SVOD fiction

When looking only at active
fiction directors, the results
were similar: only 10% of all
active fiction directors
between 2015 and 2024
worked for both film and
TV/SVOD.

ACTIVE FICTION DIRECTORS (2015-2024)

6 621
TV/SVOD directors

9 550
fiction film directors

1 884
directors who worked 

for fiction film and 
TV/SVOD

7 666
film directors who 

worked only for fiction 
film

4 737
TV/SVOD directors who 

worked only for TV/SVOD

80% 20% 28% 72%

14 287
deduplicated directors

54%

13%

33%

Only directors of 
fiction films are 
considered

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024

C. Directors

Including 88 TV/SVOD fiction 
directors who also directed 
theatrical films, but only 

documentary films



Directed only 
films they 

wrote
63%

Directed at 
least one film 

they didn't 
write
37%

32
C.1. Active directors: Film directors often both directed and wrote their films, suggesting a 
strong ‘film d’auteur’ model in Europe

About two thirds of theatrical film directors active between 2015 and 
2024 only (co)directed films they also (co)wrote…

…conversely, active TV/SVOD fiction directors mainly directed works 
they did not write.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Active: credited for at least one work between 2015 and 2024

ACTIVE THEATRICAL FILM DIRECTORS (2015-2024) ACTIVE TV/SVOD DIRECTORS (2015-2024)

58% for directors 
who were only active 
in documentaries

C. Directors

Directed only 
TV films or 

episodes they 
wrote
18%

Directed at 
least one TV 

film or episode 
they didn't 

write
82%
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C.1. Active directors: Each year, around 50% of active theatrical film directors directed 
their debut film 

On average, between 2015
and 2024, 52% of the
theatrical film directors active
in a given year were directing
their first theatrical film.

This significant renewal partly
explains the relatively low
level of activity of film
directors.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Based only on the Observatory's LUMIERE database 

THEATRICAL FILMS: SHARE OF DEBUT DIRECTORS AMONG ACTIVE DIRECTORS 
(2015-2024)

54%
53%

52%

54%

51%

53%
52%

51%

50%

47%

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)
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C.1. Active directors: TV/SVOD fiction directors worked more often than theatrical film directors

74% of theatrical film directors active between 2015 and 2024 only directed one film.
Active TV/SVOD fiction directors took part in 2.4 projects representing about 3.7 TV seasons.

Film directors (co)directed on average 
1.4 films between 2015 and 2024

74% of directors 
(co)directed only 

one film

26% of writers 
(co)wrote on 

average 2.7 films

representing 3.7 TV/SVOD films or 
TV seasons

representing 40.6 TV/SVOD films 
or episodes

TV/SVOD fiction directors were involved 
on average in 2.4 TV/SVOD films or 

series between 2015 and 2024

representing 3.2 TV/SVOD films or 
TV seasons

representing 14.4 TV/SVOD films 
or episodes

TV/SVOD fiction directors were involved 
on average in 2.4 TV/SVOD films or 

series between 2015 and 2024

EXCL. SEASONS WITH MORE THAN 
52 EPISODES

ALL TV/SVOD FICTION

ACTIVITY OF THEATRICAL FILM DIRECTORS
(2015-2024)

ACTIVITY OF TV/SVOD FICTION DIRECTORS
(2015-2024)

84% for directors 
who directed only 
documentaries

1.2 for directors 
who directed only 
documentaries

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

C. Directors



41% were inactive between 2016 and 2024
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C.1. Active directors: What happened to 2015 directors?

There was a very contrasting
situation between directing
for film and directing for
TV/SVOD fiction: only 9% of
2015 TV/SVOD fiction directors
were inactive between 2016
and 2024, vs. 41% for film
directors.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Of the 1 921 film 
directors active in 2015

50% directed at least another theatrical film between 2016 and 2024

6% did not direct another theatrical film but directed at least 1 
TV/SVOD fiction between 2016 and 2024

3% did not direct another theatrical film or TV/SVOD fiction but wrote 
a film or a TV/SVOD fiction between 2016 and 2024

Of the 1 493 TV/SVOD 
directors active in 2015

87% directed TV/SVOD fiction works between 2016 and 2024

3% did not direct another TV/SVOD fiction but directed at least one 
theatrical film between 2016 and 2024

1% did not direct another TV/SVOD fiction or a theatrical film, but 
wrote a film or a TV/SVOD fiction between 2016 and 2024

9% were inactive between 2016 and 2024

Only 38% for 
documentary film 
directors

C. Directors

41% were inactive between 2016 and 2024
61% for 
documentary 
film directors



50% 50% 50% 51% 53% 61% 57% 52% 52% 57%

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Theatrical film jobs TV/SVOD fiction jobs
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C.2. Directing jobs: Have directing jobs reached a peak?

More than 50% of directing
jobs originated from TV/SVOD
fiction.

TV/SVOD directing jobs had
shown more growth than
theatrical film jobs since 2015,
but the latest figures now
seemed to hint at a global
downturn for directing jobs
across theatrical film and
TV/SVOD fiction.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Job: directing credit for a film, a TV/SVOD film or a TV/SVOD season, no matter the 
number of episodes for which the director was credited 

DIRECTING JOBS (2015-2024)

C. Directors

1 959 2 105 2 202 2 297 2 354

1 593
2 003

2 600 2 390
1 867

1971 2133 2246 2423 2607 2459 2641 2854 2612 2461

3 930
4 238 4 448

4 720 4 961

4 052
4 644

5 454
5 002

4 328

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Theatrical film jobs TV/SVOD fiction jobs Total jobs

(IN NUMBER AND IN SHARE)
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C.2. Directing jobs: Details for theatrical films

About 67% of 2024 directing jobs were combined with a writing job for the same film.
Fiction films accounted for most theatrical film directing jobs, compared to animation and documentary films.

THEATRICAL FILM (CO)DIRECTING JOBS 
(2015-2024)

THEATRICAL FILM DIRECTING JOBS BY GENRE 
(2015-2024)

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory
Job: directing credit for a theatrical film

C. Directors

1 959 
2 105 

2 202 
2 297 2 354 

1 593 

2 003 

2 600 
2 390 

1 867 

567
699 736 780 793

498
593

894
795

604

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Theatrical film jobs Excluding jobs combined with a writing job

648
723 777 785

860

610

824 878
771

540

42 49 65 75 61 50 49 71 98 87

1 269
1 333 1 360

1 437 1 433

933

1 130

1 651
1 521

1 240

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Documentary Animation Live-action



44% 43% 45% 46% 47% 49% 48% 49% 49% 52%

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

13 ep. or less 14 to 52 ep.

More than 52 ep. TV Film/Collection
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C.2. Directing jobs: Details for TV/SVOD fiction

TV series seasons with 13
episodes or less accounted for
most of TV/SVOD fiction
directing jobs.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

Job: directing credit for a TV/SVOD film or a TV/SVOD season, no matter the number 
of episodes for which the director was credited 

TV/SVOD DIRECTING JOBS BY FORMAT (2015-2024)

C. Directors

862 911
1 014

1 111
1 234 1 196

1 272
1 410

1 287 1 277

290 286 322 326 325 354 327 321 336 291

425
523 530

608 641 582 607 624 559 527

394 413 380 378 407
327

435 499 430 366

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

13 ep. or less 14 to 52 ep. More than 52 ep. TV Film/Collection

(IN NUMBER AND IN SHARE)
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C.3. Directing teams: 1.1 directors per theatrical film

On average, there were 1.1
directors per film between
2015 and 2024.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

THEATRICAL FILM DIRECTING TEAMS (2015-2024)

C. Directors

26% 29% 31% 31% 30% 28% 26% 31% 31% 30%

3% 4% 2% 3% 3% 4% 3%
3% 2% 3%

71% 67% 67% 66% 67% 68% 71% 66% 67% 68%

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(prov.)

Films directed only by a director also writing

Films directed by a director also writing and at least one other director

Films directed only by non-writing directors

1.1 directors
on average per theatrical 

film between 2015 and 2024

12% 
of theatrical films had at 

least 2 directors

In 2024, the directing team 
of 70% of films included a 
director-writer.

In 2024, the directing team of 
33% of films included at least 
one non-writing director.

1.2 for 
documentary 
films
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C.3. Directing teams: 2.1 directors per TV/SVOD fiction project

On average, there were 2.1
directors per TV/SVOD fiction
project between 2015 and
2024.

The figure was only 1.2 for TV
films, similar to theatrical
films.

2.8 directors participated in
the directing of a TV series.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory

A TV/SVOD project = a TV/SVOD film or series, no matter the number of seasons or episodes

2.1 directors
per TV/SVOD project between 

2015 and 2024

2.8 
directors per TV/SVOD series 

project

1.2 
directors per TV/SVOD film

2.4
directors per TV/SVOD series 
project (excluding series with 

more than 52 episodes per 
season)

2.1 per TV film 
or TV season

2.0 per TV season

TV/SVOD DIRECTING TEAMS (2015-2024)

C. Directors



Writers and directors of film and TV/SVOD fiction
2015-2024 figures

Author Elisa Joliveau-Breney, elisa.joliveau-breney@coe.int

Press and Public Relations Alison Hindhaugh, alison.hindhaugh@coe.int

Publisher    European Audiovisual Observatory, 
    76, Allée de la Robertsau, 67000 Strasbourg, France
    +33 (0)3 90 21 60 00
    www.obs.coe.int

© European Audiovisual Observatory (Council of Europe), Strasbourg, January 2026

mailto:elisa.joliveau-breney@coe.int
mailto:alison.hindhaugh@coe.int

	Diapositive numéro 1
	Diapositive numéro 2
	Diapositive numéro 3
	Diapositive numéro 4
	Diapositive numéro 5
	Diapositive numéro 6
	Diapositive numéro 7
	Diapositive numéro 8
	Diapositive numéro 9
	Diapositive numéro 10
	Diapositive numéro 11
	Diapositive numéro 12
	Diapositive numéro 13
	Diapositive numéro 14
	Diapositive numéro 15
	Diapositive numéro 16
	Diapositive numéro 17
	Diapositive numéro 18
	Diapositive numéro 19
	Diapositive numéro 20
	Diapositive numéro 21
	Diapositive numéro 22
	Diapositive numéro 23
	Diapositive numéro 24
	Diapositive numéro 25
	Diapositive numéro 26
	Diapositive numéro 27
	Diapositive numéro 28
	Diapositive numéro 29
	Diapositive numéro 30
	Diapositive numéro 31
	Diapositive numéro 32
	Diapositive numéro 33
	Diapositive numéro 34
	Diapositive numéro 35
	Diapositive numéro 36
	Diapositive numéro 37
	Diapositive numéro 38
	Diapositive numéro 39
	Diapositive numéro 40
	Diapositive numéro 41

