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Dear Standing Committee members, 
 
The eastern Mediterranean coast of Turkey, including Sugözü beach, is one of the most important nesting areas 
for the green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas), where more than 50% of the green sea turtle population within the 
Mediterranean lay their eggs. 
 
The number of green sea turtle nests documented in 2004 is 190, according to the study field of Ecological 
Research Association (Ekolojik Araştırmalar Derneği, EKAD)1. Another scientific study done in 2006 in 
Sugözü beach, the green turtle population is 1982. However, according to another field study that is made in 
2012, the green sea turtle nests found in the same area amounts to 783. The number for all sea turtle nests 
(Chelonia mydas and Caretta caretta), on this beach totaled 213 in 20134. Another study which compares the 
nesting activity and summarizes the total nest numbers for green turtle during 2006-2014 in among Sugözü, 
Samadag and Akyatan beaches, in annual basis, Sugözü has 132 nests per year5. Unfortunately, there are no 
publicly available scientific data for this area since then. 
 
The power company, EMBA, has also stated that they had rehabilitated the coast in Spring-Summer 2020; 
however, there are no publicly available information of how the rehabilitation was done or whether any data 
is collected regarding sea turtle’s reach to the nesting beach. 
 
As of today, an independent field study needs to be conducted to have scientifically verifiable data on the nests 
and population in this area as well as to do due diligence of the rehabilitation. Alternatively, the Turkish 
Scientific Committee for Sea Turtles, can conduct a field study. The committee had been the leading actor on  
the adoption of the “Circular no. 2009-10 on the Protection of Sea Turtles” issued by the Directorate General 
of Nature Conservation and National Parks (DKMP). The Circular explicitly states the nesting beach as a 
protected area, where the coordinates are precisely defined. The field study can be conducted in accordance 
with this national legislation. 
 
It should still be noted that Prof Oğuz Türkozan, a member of the Turkish Scientific Committee for Sea Turtles,  
had approved the construction on the nesting site, even during the nesting season. Prof Türkozan, is also the 
consultant of the power plant by EMBA. 
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