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HELLENIC REPUBLIC

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL FOR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
& WATER

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

Address: 147 Patission Str., Athens, GR TO: Mr. Mikaél Poutiers,

Postal code: 112 51 Secretary of the Bern Convention
Contact Person:  Evangelos Badieritakis of the Council of Europe,

Tel. number: (+30) 210 8646509 bern.convention@coe.int

Email addresses: e.badieritakis@prv.ypeka.qr;
dviop.gram@prv.ypeka.gr

SUBJECT: October 2024 supplementary national reports on the open-case files No. 1986/8 [Open
File: Greece: Recommendation No. 9 (1987) on the protection of Caretta caretta in
Laganas Bay, Zakynthos] and No. 2010/5 [Open File: Greece: threats to marine turtles
in Thines Kiparissias]

Dear Mr. Poutiers,

In reply to the October 2024 letters of the Bureau as sent to us by the Secretariat of the
Bern Convention, please find attached the supplementary October 2024 national reports
on the opencase files No. 1986/8 [Open File: Greece: Recommendation No. 9 (1987) on
the protection of Caretta caretta in Laganas Bay, Zakynthos] and No. 2010/5 [Open File:
Greece: threats to marine turtles in Thines Kiparissias].

| remain at your disposal for any further information you may require.

Sincerely yours,

THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
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KONSTANTINOS DIMOPOULOS

1. Minister’s Office

2. Secretariat-General for Natural
Environment & Water

3. Directorate for International & Foreign
Affairs, ME&E

4. NECCA/OFYPECA,
info@necca.gov.qgr

5. D4 Directorate for the Protection of
the Environment, Climate Change &

Global Policies, Hellenic Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, dd4@mfa.qgr
6. D3 Directorate for the Council of

Europe, Hellenic Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, dd3@mfa.gr
7. Legal Department - EU Law Section,
Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
enyee@mfa.gr
Permanent Representation of Greece to the Council of Europe, Hellenic Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, grdel.ce@mfa.qr
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OCTOBER 2024 SUPPLEMENTARY NATIONAL REPORT ON THE FILE COMPLAINT NO. 2010/5:
CASE-FILE OPEN ON “GREECE: THREATS TO MARINE TURTLES IN THINES KIPARISSIAS”

The national authorities are deeply concerned about the information provided to the Bureau by the complainant.

First of all, the informative signs are indeed placed in the area by NECCA/OFYPECA (please see photos at the
end of the report). Fifteen informative signs have been placed since December 2023.

NECCA/OFYPECA has requested that measures be taken by the competent authorities to reduce light pollution
during the hatching period in the protected area. A light and noise pollution study will be soon implemented
including appropriate measures. It has also asked the local forestry authority to remove invasive alien species
(i.e., Carpobrotus spp. & Agave spp.) that were detected in the area and has also rejected a request from the
Municipality of Trifylia to endorse the construction of a canteen within GR2550005.

We are also concerned about the way the Bureau assessed our July 2024 report regarding a complaint filed by the
NGO ‘Archelon’ and how that complain was addressed by NECCA/OFYPECA involving the Police and the
local Prosecutor’s Office. It is though perplexing why the national authorities receive this sort of
recommendation on this or similar issues. For instance, a similar approach was followed by the Bureau on the
issue of illegal constructions, such as canteens, in the protected area, although the national authorities stressed
that NECCA/OFYPECA had already requested the removal of a canteen from the local municipal authorities; the
canteen and its furniture were eventually removed earlier this year from the ‘Vounaki’ site.

Furthermore, the deliverables of the appropriate assessment of potential implications of constructions and roads
on the Natura-2000 GR 2550005 Site based on the related provisions in the EU Habitats Directive are expected
to be handed in November 2024.

Finally, we reiterate our commitment to finalizing the Management Plan for Kyparissia Bay, which will ensure
the best implementation of Recommendation No. 174 (2014). Our Ministry is also stepping up its efforts to adopt
the expected Management Plan for the area and is committed to making use of the adopted guidance tool on the
conservation of sea turtles nesting sites which was approved by the Standing Committee.

Please inform us of these issues first before adopting the complainant's views in order to assist you with your
work.
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Photo 2. Informative sign placed in Thines Kyparissias by NECCA/OFYPECA
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Photo 4. Information sign placed by NECCA/OFYPECA in Thines Kyparyssias. The location is legible in
both languages (‘“Dunes of Kyparissia” Neochori-Kyparissia, “®iveg Kvrapiooiog”-“Neoydpt-
Kvrapiooia”)




-7- T-PVS/Files(2024)46

OKTQBPIOX 2024: *YMITAHPQMATIKH EONIKH EKOEXH I'lA THN ANOIKTH YIIOOEXH/
KATATTEAIA APIO. 2010/5: «<AITIEIAEX I'lA TIZ OAAAXXIEX XEAQNEX XTIX @OINEX
KYITAPIXXTAX»

O1 eBvikég apyég avnovyobv Babid yia tig minpogopieg mov mapéyovtor oto ITpoedpeio (Bureau) amd tov
KaToyyEAAOVTAL.

Ipdta om 'OAa, 01 EVUEPMTIKEG TIVOKISEG Exovv OvTmg TomobetnOel oty Teproyn and tov OPYTIEKA (BA.
QOTOYPOPieg 6To TEA0G TG £xBeomc). And Tov Aeképuppro tov 2023 £xovv Tomo0eTnOel SEKOTEVTE EVIILEPOTIKES
TvaKidec.

O ODYIIEKA éyet {ntoet T Aqun HETPOV amd TG apuOdIES 0pyEC Yo T Heiwon TG poTopdTaVeNS KATH TNV
ePi000 EKKOAOWYNG GTNV TPOGTATEVOUEVT] TTEPLOYY|. ZVVTIOUQ, B0l EPAPUOGTEL LEAETT POTOPVTAVOTG KO
nyopvmIavoNg, suurephapPavopuévey KatdAAnioy pétpov. O OOYIIEKA {qtnoe eriong amd tnv TOmK)
S0G1KT VNPEGIO TV OTOUAKPVVOT YOPOKATAKTNTIK®OV EEvarv edmv (dniadn Carpobrotus spp. & Agave spp.)
OV EVTOTIGTNKOV GTNV TEPLOYN| Kot omEPPye niong aitnue Tov Afpov TprpvAiag va eykpivel Tnv KoTOoKELN
Kavtivog evtog tov ‘GR2550005°.

Avnovyobue eniong yio Tov Tpomo pe tov onoio to [Ipoedpeio a&lohdynoe v Ekbeon pog, Tov lovAiov 2024,
OYETIKA PE (ol KoToyyedio mov voPAndnke amd ) MKO «ApyéAmv» Kot TG 1) Katoyyehio ot
avtpetoniommke and tov ODYIIEKA pe ™ ovppetoyn g Actuvopiog Kot g tomikng Eioayyeiiog. Etvat
amopiog a&to yrati ot €BviKEC apyéc Aappdvouv avtod Tov €idovg TN GVGTACT] Yo aVTo 1 Tapopola Bpata. T
mapadelypa, Tapopola TpocEyylon akolovnace to Ilpoedpeio yio o BN TV TOPAVOU®YV KATAGKEVDV, OGS
KOVTIVEG GTNV TPOGTATEVOUEVT] TEPLOYN, OV Kot 01 €BVIKES apyés tovicay 61t 0 ODYIIEKA &iye {nmoet v
ATOUAKPLVOT) EVOG KUAIKEIOV atd TIG TOTIKEG OMNUOTIKEG apyES. H kavtiva ko o EmmAd g apaipédnkay ev
TéAEL VOpPiTEPO (ETOG Ao TNV Tomobesio «Bouvak».

Emumdéov, o mapadotéa tg EOA Yo, Tic mOaveg EMTTOGEIC KATACKEL®Y Kot Opoumy oty tonobecio Natura-
2000 ‘GR 2550005°, pe Baon tig oxetikég dwotaéelg g Odnyiag g EE yia tovg Okotomovg, avapévetotl va
napadofovv tov Noéuppro tov 2024.

Téhog, emavolouPavoupe T 0EGUEVGT LOG YO TV OPLOTIKOTTOINGT TOL Xyediov Atayeipiong yio tov Koimo g
Kvnapiooiog, to omoio 6o dtacparicel Tnv kalvtepn epapuoyn thg Zvotaong No. 174 (2014). To Yrovpyeio
pog evtetvel emiong Tig Tpoomdfeléc Tov yuo TNV LIOBETNON TOL AVAUEVOUEVOL ZYedi0V Alayelptong TG TEPLOYNG
Kol 0eGUEVETUL VO KAVEL XPNOT| TOV EYKEKPIUEVOL gpyareion KaBodynong yia Tn S1oTpnoT TOV TOTOV
ewAieonoinong Baldooiov yeAovav Tov eykpidnke and ™ Moviun Eattponr).

IMopakaiovue, OTOG LOC EVIULEPDVETE TPMTA, Y10, TO, CNTHUATO GVTA TPV TNV VIOBETNON TOV ATdYEDY TOV
KaToyyEAOVTA, LE GKOTTO VO, GOG GUVIPALOVE GTO QYO GOC.
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JULY 2024 NATIONAL REPORT ON THE FILE COMPLAINT NO. 2010/5: CASE-FILE OPEN ON
“GREECE: THREATS TO MARINE TURTLES IN THINES KIPARISSIAS”

The study over the regulation and limitation of anthropogenic activities on the beaches within the protected area
of Kyparissia Bay based on their carrying capacity has already been concluded and the proposed measures are due
to take effect during the next programming period by the local Management Unit of NECCA/OFYPEKA. The local
Unit also patrols the area according to its operational capabilities and reports any sort of illegal camping, organized
motorized races on sand dunes and light pollution during the hatching period to the police and other local competent
authorities. The local Unit is currently hiring people in order to reinforce the patrols and the surveillance in the area
and has placed a significant number of informative signs on the beaches for the better protection of Kyparissia Bay.
It has also requested the removal of a canteen from the local municipal authorities; the canteen and its furniture were
eventually removed earlier this year from ‘Vounaki’ site. Finally, the local Unit is implementing measures of the
2021 Action Plan on Caretta caretta including the sensitization of citizens and tourists as well as the promotion of
environmental education at schools.

Upon request of representatives of the EU Commission during a meeting with the national authorities (the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Environment & Energy and NECCA/OFYPEKA) in Athens on April 8,
2024, the latter agreed on ordering an appropriate assessment of potential implications of constructions and roads on
the Natura-2000 GR 2550005 Site based on the related provisions in the EU Habitats Directive. The assessment will
be financed by NECCA/OFYPEKA and the contract award is currently under way.

It is also noteworthy that a Joint Ministerial Decision (reference no. YPEN/GDPP/35330/646, Government
Gazette no. 2364/B/19.4.2024) was issued in April 2024 aiming to set several terms and restrictions in highly
protected beaches and coasts (“pristine beaches”) across the country including also the Natura-2000 Site in question
and particularly the nesting core area of the sea turtles.

The raw data on the sea turtle nest number in the area suggest that the number of reproductive adults exceeds the
conservation targets set in the national legislation in 2023; however, further details will be provided in 2025 from
the deliverables of the Monitoring & Assessment Project on the conservation status of species and habitats in
Greece, which is co-financed by the EU and is expected to end in 2025.

Furthermore, after a complaint filed by the NGO °Archelon’ with the local Management Unit of
NECCA/OFYPECA about an upcoming music festival in the area in August 2023, the latter reported this issue to
the local police station, the local Police Division, the Municipality of Tryfilia and the local port authority requesting
the change of venue (and by all means away from the seafront). The local Prosecutor’s Office was also notified
about the complaint.

Finally, the national authorities believe that the Management Plan for Kyparissia Bay will be ready this year and
combined with all implemented measures taken by NECCA/OFYPEKA will ensure the best implementation of
Recommendation No. 174 (2014). Our Ministry is also stepping up its efforts to adopt the expected Management
Plan for the area and is committed to making use of the adopted guidance tool on the conservation of sea turtles
nesting sites which was approved by the Standing Committee.
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IOYAIOZX 2024: EONIKH EKOEXH I'lA THN ANOIKTH YIIO®EXH ME API®OMO 2010/5:
ANOIXTH YITOOEXH «EAAAAA: ATIEIAEX I'TA TIX OAAAXXIEY XEAQNEYX XTIX OINEX
KYITAPIXXTAX»

H perétn yio ) poduion kot Tov TEPLOPIGUO TV 0vOpOTOYEV®Y SpacTNPLOTHTMY OTIG TOPAALES TNG
TPOCTOTELOUEVNC TEPLOYNS ToL Kumapiooiakov KoAnov, pe Bdorn t eépovsa tkavotnTd Tous, £XEL 10N
oAoxANpmBel kot ta TpoTevdpEVE PHETPA AVALEVETOL VA TEBOVV GE oY1 TNV EXOUEVN TPOYPALLATIKT TTEPI0J0 0T
v tomikny Movada Alayeiptong tov ODYTIEKA. H tomik) Movdda mepimolel emiong oty meploy cOUQ®VA UE
TIG EMYEPNOLOKEG TNG SVVATOTITEG KOl AVOPEPEL GTNV AGTUVOUIN KOl GE GALEG TOTIKEG apUOSIES 0pyEC KADE €1d0Vg
TOPAVOLT KOTAGKIVOGT], OPYUVOLEVOLS OYMVEG LE PNYXOVOKIVIITA OXLOTO OTIS OUoBives Kol @TOpOTAVGT) KOTA
v mepiodo g ekkoAaymMc. H tomik Movada Ppicketon o d1adikacio TpOGANYNG OTOU®Y Yl TNV EVIGYVOT TOV
TEPUTOMMY KOl TNG EMTNPNCNE TNV TEPLOYN KOl £YEL TOTOOETGEL GNUOVTIKO 0PI EVIUEPDOTIKDV TIVOKIO®V OTIG
napoieg yio v kaAdtepn tpoctacio tov Kurapiooiakov Koirov. Eniong £xet {ntioet v amopdkpuven evog
KLAKeiov/KavTivog amd Tig TOTIKEG INUOTIKES apyEs. H ev Adym Kavtiva pe Ta TOPEAKOUEVA TG apapEdnkay, eV
TéAeL, vopitepa @étog amd v teployn «Bovvak. Télog, 1 tomikn Movada Alayeiptong epopuolel LeETpa, Tov
Yyxediov Apdong tov 2021 ya v Caretta caretta copnepilapfovouévav g evacdnTonoinong moMT®VY Kot
TOVPIGTOV KOOGS Kol TNG TPo®ON NG TNG TEPPAALOVTIKNG EKTAIOEVONG GTA GYOAEId.

Kotémv armpotog eknpoconmv g Evporaikng Emtpomng katd tn didpkeia cuvavinong pe Tig 0vikég apyég
(Yrovpyeio EEwtepikmv, Yrovpyeio IepiBarrovrtog kar Evépyetag kat OOYTIEKA) otnv ABnva, otig 8 Anpidiov
2024, o1 televtaiec cupPOVNoAY Vo TPoPoVV G€ £101KT OIKOAOYIKT aEloAOYNGN Yo TUYOV EMTTMGELS KOATAGKEVDV
Kot dpop®V exl tng mpootatevdpevng meptoyng GR 2550005 tov diktbov Natura-2000 pe Baon Tig oxeTikég
dwataéelg e Odylag ™ EE yia tovg Owkotomovs. H agloddynon Ba yxpnuatodotnei amd tov ODPYIIEKA ko
avdéBeon g ovpPaong Ppioketor oe eEEMEN.

A&iler, emiomng, vo onuewwbei 611 Tov Ampidio tov 2024 gkddbnke Kown Ymovpykny Andpaon (ap. mpor.
YTIEN/T'AIII1/35330/646, ®EK 2364/B/19.4.2024) pe otdyo ™ 0£cmion d1apopmv OpmV Kot TEPLOPIGUDV Y10 TOVG
arylohong Ko Tig Topolieg VYNANng Tpootaciog (KamaTnTes TOPoAES») 6 OAOKANPN T YDA,
ocvumeptropPavopévng kot g ev Aoym tomobeciog Natura-2000 kat wiaitepa Tng TEPLOXNG TOV TLPHVA
QwAeonoinoNg TV BOAACCIOV YEADOVAHV.

Ta TpmToyeVn dedouéva Yo TOV aplipd Tov OGOV ToV 00Adceinv YeEAOVOY otV &V A0Y® Teployn
VTOINAD®VOLV OTL 0 OPLOUOC TOV AVOTOPAY®YIKOV EVNAMK®V VIEPPaivel TOVg 6TdYOVS doTnpMoNS Tov opilovtan
otV €Bvikn vopobesia tov 2023. Qot660, mepartépm Aemtopépetes Ba doBovv to 2025 amd ta mapadotéa Tov
"Epyov «Enonteia kot a&loAdynon tov KabeotdTog S10.THPNoTG TPOGTATEVOUEVOV EI0QOV KOl OIKOTOTWOV GTNV
EAAGSa», TO omoio cuyypnuatodoteitar omd v EE kot avapéveral va oAokAnpmOel gvtog tov 2025.

Emum\éov, petd and katayyerio mov katédeoe 1 MKO «Apyéhwv» oty tomikn Movdada Alaygiptong tov
ODYTIEKA yuo emepyOpuevo Tavnyvpl otny meptoyn, Tov Avyovoto tov 2023, 1 tedevtaio kathyyelle 10 Bépa 610
TOMIKO OLGTLUVOUIKO TUN LA, 6TV TomiK] AcTuvopkr] AtebBvvorn, otov Afpo Tpoeuriog kot To TOTKO Apevopyeio
todvtag v aAloyn Tov tomov dteEaywyng (Kot oTmodnmoTe PoKpLd ord To Tapdio péteno). o Ty Katoyyehio
evnuepmOnke kot 1 tomkn Eloayyelia.

Téhog, o1 ebvikég apyég motevovy O0TL To XyEd10 Alayeipiong ya tov KoAmo g Kvrapiosiog o givor étoyo
(Q£TOC Kol 6€ GLVOLACUO LE Ao To uéETpo ToL Pappolel 0 OPYTIEKA Oa eEac@oiiotel 1) KOADTEPT EQAPUOYN TNG
v’ apdp. 174 Zvotaong tov 2014, To Yrovpyeio pag evieivel emiong Tic Tpoomdfelég tov yio v viofETnon tov
OVOUEVOLEVOD ZYeO10V ALOYEIPIONC Y10l TNV TEPLOYN KOl OEGUEVETOL VO, KAVEL YP1|OT] TOL EYKEKPLUEVOD EPYAAEIOL
kafodNynong yio T STNPNCT TOV TOTOV POAE0TOINCNS TV BaAGco1OV YEA@VOVY oV eykpidnke amd T Moviun
Emtpom.



