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and Natural Habitats 

  

COMPLAINT FORM 

First name: Michaela 

Surname(s): Lehner 

On behalf of (if applicable): Wiener Tierschutzverein (Tierschutz Austria) als anerkannte 

Umweltorganisation 

Web site: www.tierschutz-austria.at 

Date: 03.02.2022      

 

In Austria, especially in the federal state of Carinthia, the otter is caught in the most cruel traps, so-called 

conibear traps, on land and under water.  

Wiener Tierschutzverein (Tierschutz Austria) has received a document from wildlife biologist and otter 

expert Dr. Krüger commissioned (see appendix). Dr Krüger has dealt with the killing effect of conibear traps 

and with the question of whether catching female otters in the winter months violates the principle of "mother 

protection". The result IS SHOCKING:  

With the conibear trap, it is the clamping force and not the striking force that is essential. The animals are 

trapped, their backs are not broken. The otter also has a very massive chest as an adaptation to the water 

pressure. Otters are only trapped and held in conibear traps until they die of stress on land or by drowning in 

the water. The effectiveness of the trap is significantly reduced under water. 

The trap was obviously only considered admissible because those affected were not aware of how the trap 

actually works, i.e. STUCK and DROWNING. 

The Articles of the Convention that might be violated are Chapter 3 protection of species, Article 6, 7, 8 

and 9. 

 

2. Which are the specific specie/s or habitat/s included in one of the Appendices of the Bern 

Convention potentially affected? (Please include here information about the geographical 

area and the population of the species concerned, if applicable) 

 The species: otter 

Habitat: Carinthia, mainly along the river called Drau. 

 

3. What might be the negative effects for the specie/s or habitat/s involved? 

 The protected species otter is drastically reduced. 

 The traps and the way the traps are used (under water) is absolutely cruel to animals and dangerous for 

eyeryone 

 maternity protection is not observed 

 

1. Please state the reason of your complaint (refer also the Contracting Party/es involved and 

the Articles of the Convention which might be violated) 
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4. Do you know if potentially affected species or habitats also fall under the scope of other 

international Conventions, (for instance: RAMSAR, CMS, ACCOBAMS, Barcelona 

Convention, etc) or if the area has been identified as a NATURA 2000/Emerald network 

site? 

fauna flora habitat guideline 

 

 

5. Do you know if there are any pending procedures at the national or international level 

regarding the object of your complaint? 

There are no pending national or international proceedings. As an NGO, we cannot object to the Carinthian 

Otter Ordinance. 

 

6. Any other information (existence of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), size of 

projects, maps of the area, etc) 

Drau in Kärnten / Carinthia 
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ANNEX I 

 

 

- Has the issue already been addressed nationally? 

Yes, the topic was addressed nationally and the Carinthian state government has publicly declared that 

it will not refrain from using the conibear traps (for large parts under water). The state of Carinthia is 

aware of the content of the present report by Dr. Krüger. We sent the report. Although we are an 

environmental organization, we cannot legally fight the Carinthian Otter Ordinance nor the Ordinance 

of the state government of May 23, 2006 for implementation of the Carinthian hunting law: 

https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=LrK&Gesetzesnummer=20000210, § 11 

regulates the conibear trap; 

It must be noted that, according to this regulation, the hunt for lactating/pregnant females is repeatedly 

excluded (except from November to February!), but this is not taken into account in practice or it 

cannot be determined whether it is a female or male animal or whether it is lactating, pregnant 

or raising young ones. In addition, the mother-child relationship in otters is particularly intense and 

lasts for a long time (1 year), the young only learn to take care of themselves after months, and the 

young starve to death when a mother otter is killed. 

 

- What is the regional conservation status of the other? 

Regional conservation status: unfavorable in the Alpine Biogeographic region sensu FFH-Directive 

Reporting 2019 (Page 652 in attached document) 

 

- Who is using these traps and what is the justification behind their usage? 

Hunters are using these traps. The justification behind their usage: 

- Verordnung der Landesregierung vom 23. Mai 2006 zur Durchführung des Kärntner 
Jagdgesetzes 2000, StF: LGBl Nr 32/2006 
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=LrK&Gesetzesnummer=20000210, 
§ 11: „Fanggeräte“. This ordinance is an implementation ordinance for the carinthian hunting 
law § 68 Abs. 6 carinthian hunting law: 
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=LrK&Gesetzesnummer=20000013)
. As the submitted report from Dr. Krüger proves, this ordinance (§ 68 Abs 6) contradicts the 
Carinthian Hunting Act § 68 Abs 1 Ziffer 4, because Article § 68 Abs 1 Ziffer 4 prohibits the 
use of traps that does not catch intact or kill instantly. 

 

- Are there other species potentially affected by the traps? If yes, please specify which species. 

Wolf, lynx, beaver and huchen are other species potentially affected by the traps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=LrK&Gesetzesnummer=20000210
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=LrK&Gesetzesnummer=20000210
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=LrK&Gesetzesnummer=20000013
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ANNEX II 

main results of the surveillance under Article 11' for Annex II, IV & V species, extract from 

Report on progress and implementation (Article 17, Habitats Directive) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/Converters/at/eu/art17
https://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/Converters/at/eu/art17
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ANNEX III 

REPORT ON CONIBEAR TRAPS AND LUTRA LUTRA 

https://rm.coe.int/annex-lutralutra-gutachten-12-21-ii/1680aa8da5

