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Republic of Serbia
MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
No.: 001818484 2024 14850 004 008 000 001
Date: 30 July 2024
Belgrade

Council of Europe

Directorate General of Democracy
Secretariat of the Bern Convention
F-67075 Strasbourg, France

Mr. Mikaél POUTIERS

Secretary of the Bern Convention

Subject: Progress Report on Complaint No. 2022/06: Complaint on stand: Serbia: Possible
negative impact of mining activities in Bosilegrad and in the Homolje Mt region.

Dear Mr. Poutiers,

In regard to the request of the Secretariat of the Bern Convention of 15 April 2024,
concerning Complaint No. 2022/06: Complaint on stand: Serbia: Possible negative impact of
mining activities in Bosilegrad and in the Homolje Mt region — single complaint. the Ministry
of Environmental Protection, in the capacity of the competent authority for monitoring the
implementation of the Bern Convention for the Republic of Serbia, sent a request for a statement
to the competent bodies and organisations, as follows: Ministry of Construction, Transportation
and Infrastructure, Ministry of Mining and Energy, Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia,
Municipal Assembly of Bosilegrad and Municipal Assembly of Zagubica, including the
competent sectors of the Ministry of Environmental Protection.

I Pursuant to the obtained statements of the previously mentioned bodies and
organisations (please find enclosed the translated copies), in relation to the part of the
Complaint concerning the possible negative impact of mining activities in Bosilegrad, we
would like to inform you of the following:

1. Company Bosil-Metal d.o.0., Bosilegrad, performs exploitation of lead and zinc
ores from the deposits “Podvirovi” and “Popovica™ in the Karamanica area, Municipality
of Bosilegrad. Regarding the fulfilment of obligations concerning environmental protection, the
Company implements all environmental protection measures under the approved
Environmental Impact Study for the “Podvirovi-Karamanica”™ Mine Reconstruction
Project, approved by the Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning in 2009. Pursuant to
the carried out field and office supervision and established factual situation by the Republic
Environmental Inspection, the Ministry of Environmental Protection established in July 2023
that no illegalities were found in the activities of the supervised facility. The Republic
Environmental Inspection plans, in accordance with the Annual and Operational Plans of the

inspection supervision for 2024, to carry out a regular inspection supervision in Q3 2024,
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2. 1o the Company Bosil-Metal in 2021, operation ot the Pilot plant for technological
testing of the flotation processing of Pb-Zn ores from deposits “Podvirovi” and
“Popovica™ was prohibited, given the expiry of three years for the use of this plant. The
Mining Inspection prohibited the execution of mining works of the Pilot plant for technological
testing of the flotation processing of lead, zinc and copper ores. in the exploitation area No. 515
— *Podvirovi® and disposal of intermediate products derived from the flotation process of lead,
zinc and copper ores outside the boundaries of the approved exploitation area No. 515 -
‘Podvirovi’.

3. As regards the expansion of the exploitation field, we would like to inform you that
the geological exploration project for the period from 2023 to 2026 was submitted to the
Ministry of Mining and Energy in 2023, as well as the Mining Project for the Exploration
of Solid Mineral Raw Materials. Additionally, the aforementioned Mining Project for the
Exploration of Solid Mineral Raw Materials was granted approval in August 2023 and as
such will be in effect until the conclusion of exploration activities, specifically until 2026.

The Ministry of Environmental Protection adopted the decision determining the
scope and content of the Environmental Impact Study for the project of exploitation of
Pb, Zn and Cu ores from the deposits “Podvirovi” and “Popovica” in the Karamanica
area near Bosilegrad (including the ore processing plant and the flotation tailings disposal site)
in November 2021.

The Ministry of Environmental Protection carried out through notification
transhboundary consultations with the Republic of Bulgaria. i.e. its Ministry of Environment
and Water. The notification contained information on the planned project. To the Ministry of
Environmental Protection comments were sent by the Minister of Environment and Water of
the Republic of Bulgaria indicating that this Ministry decided to participate in the transboundary
EIA procedure for the new project of Bosil-Metal, Bosilegrad.

In the Decision determining scope and content of the Study, it has been ordered to the
Project Developer to particularly elaborate in the Environmental Impact Study all possible
potential impacts on the surface and ground waters in the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria.
The Ministry of Environmental Protection accepted all useful information on the possible
potential impacts of the activities of the planned mining and processing complex on the
environment in potentially affected areas: Surface and ground waters, secondary pollution as
well as possible potential impacts on the water protection areas. All possible potential impacts
will be considered in detail in the Environmental Impact Study of the respective project,
in order to determine adequate and binding measures for the protection of the
environment and human health. In the Environmental Impact Study, Environmental
Monitoring Programme and Environmental Audit Programme will be defined. Furthermore, the
Project Developer will have to form a special monitoring service, which will in cooperation
with laboratories. accredited and responsible for the monitoring quality, prepare materials for
the consideration and control of the results obtained. Pursuant to the obtained results and
perceived trends, the same service shall propose the correction of the monitoring plan.

The Environmental Impact Study was delivered to the Ministry of Environmental
Protection on 25 December 2023. In its letter of 16 January 2024, the Ministry required
supplement of the Study. which was delivered on 22 April 2024 and included translated copies
into Bulgarian language.

Pursuant to the Law on Environmental Impact Assessment (Official Gazette of the
Republic of Serbia, Nos. 135/04 and 36/09) and the Rulebook on public insight. presentation
and public discussion about the Environmental Impact Study (Official Gazette of the Republic
of Serbia. No. 69/05), the Ministry organised public insight, public presentations and public
discussion on the mentioned Study.

In accordance with Article 3 of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment
in a Transboundary Context (ESPOO), Environmental Impact Study with translation into
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Bulgarian language became publicly available on the official website of the Ministry of
Environmental Protection on 24 April 2024,

Public discussion and presentation of the respective Environmental Impact Study was
held in Bosilegrad on 5 June 2024,

On 1 July 2024, in accordance with the provisions of the ESPO Convention, the opinion
of the Ministry of Environment and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria concerning the respective
Study was delivered.

Comments and observations on the Study, submitted by Civil Society Organisations
to the Ministry of Environmental Protection, either directly or through the Ministry of
Environment and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria, were forwarded to the members of the
Technical Committee for the assessment of the respective Study, established on 8 May
2024, and will be the subject of discussion at the next meeting.

In view of all of the above, you will be informed of the details of the Study in a timely
manner, upon completion of the approval process.

With regard to the issue of the quality of water in the mine vicinity, we would like to
inform you that regular testing of the quality of water, air and sludge by the authorised
organisations is carried out four times a year (Institute of Public Health Vranje - Centre for
Hygiene and Human Ecology, etc.), whose findings and expert opinions are duly delivered to
the Ministry and Inspection bodies. The results of absolutely all test show that at the site and
in the vicinity of the Pilot plant, there was no exceedance of the maximum permissible
values for any of the analysed samples. An exception are the results downstream of the works.
which indicate the presence of bacteria and microorganisms, at concentrations that are twice as
high in these samples in comparison with the samples in front of the site, which is most probably
the result of the activities of the local population (cattle grazing, direct release of sewerage into
the stream).

Furthermore, the Municipality of Bosilegrad carries out continuous monitoring of the
surface waters in the territory of the Municipality of Bosilegrad, including the Karamanica
River, 300 meters downstream of the Bosil-Metal mine in the Karamanica area. Measurements
of physico-chemical parameters meet the values prescribed under the Regulation on emission
limit values for pollutants in surface and ground waters and sediments and the deadlines for
their reaching (Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, No. 50/2012) and satisfy the values
for Class 1 and Class 11, prescribed under the Rulebook on hazardous substances in water
(Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, No. 31/82). The results of these measurements are
found on the official website of the Municipality of Bosilegrad at:
http://www/bosilegrad.org/sr/Monitoring.aspx

Furthermore, testing of the quality of water of the Dragovistica River, on the Ribarice
profile (on the border with Bulgaria) is carried out by the Environmental Protection Agency.
The testing was performed in 2022, 2023 and 2024, and the results of chemical analyses were
compared with the limit values for Class Il quality of the surface waters, which has a good
ecological status — the values of physico-chemical parameters do not exceed the values that
affect the ecosystem functionality and development of the community corresponding to the
given status, while biological parameters indicate a low level of change caused by human
activity, and deviate slightly from the values usual for the given type of surface waters in
undisturbed conditions. Over 100 parameters were tested. from the basic ones, like the
suspended particles quantity, total hardness, the amount of dissolved oxygen and total amount
of dissolved salts, to the analysis of the heavy metal concentration (zinc, copper. manganese,
boron. arsenic, mercury, chromium. nickel, cadmium, lead...). biocidal compounds and their
isomers (atrazine, chlordane, kinuron and others). Of all tested parameters, only slight
elevated values for the total iron content were found in 2022 and 2023, while in 2024, no
exceedances of any parameter were recorded.
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I1 Pursuant to statements obtained from the previously mentioned bodies and
organisations, concerning the part of the Complaint related to possible negative impact of
mining activities in Homolje Mt region, we would like to inform you of the following:

According to the previous report, in Homolje Mt region. there are no approvals issued
for the exploitation of mineral resources. In the last report of the Ministry of Mining and
Energy. enclosed to this document, it is stated that there are only approvals for the
performance of applied geological explorations. for the following Companies: Crni Vrh
Resources d.o.o. Belgrade (geological explorations of gold and accompanying metals in the
exploration fields Potaj Cuka, Coka Rakita and Pester South) and DPM Avala d.o.0. Belgrade
(geological explorations of gold and accompanying metals in the wider area of Homolje Mt and
in the exploration field Umka).

Regarding the Company “Dundee Precious Metals”, mentioned in the complaint of the
Civil Society Organisations, we would like to inform you that so far. this Company has not
submitted any request to the Ministry of Environmental Protection related to the application of
the Law on Environmental Impact Assessment.

The Municipality of Zagubica stated that Performing geological explorations of mineral
resources is not contrary to the Spatial Plan of the Municipality of Zagubica (Official Gazeite
of the Municipality of Zagubica, No. 2/11). Furthermore, it has been stated that in the General
Regulation Plan of the Wind Farm Area "VE Crni Vrh' in the territory of the Municipality of
Zagubica (Official Gazette of the Municipality of Zagubica, Nos. 26/21 and 27/21) mining
activities are not foreseen.

The Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia stated that after having insight into
the Central Register of Protected Natural Resources and other documents. the Institute does not
have any new data on distribution and status of the existing or newly recorded wild species
and habitat types in the respective area compared to the statement enclosed as part of the
documentation to the previous report of the Ministry of Environmental Protection.

We are looking forward to your response and would like to express our gratitude for

the Bureau’'s time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
AND MINISTER

LS //’/ £ 22
A / 7t LA./

Irena V’ujovié
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Annex | — Report by the Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure
Annex Il - Report by the Ministry of Mining and Energy

Annex I11 - Report by the Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia

Annex 1V - Report by the Municipal Assembly of Bosilegrad

Annex V - Report by the Municipal Assembly of Zagubica
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Annex | — Report by the Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure

Coat of Arms Rectangular stamp attached hereto:

Republic of Serbia The Administration for Joint Services of
MINISTRY OF CONSTRUCTION, the Republic Bodies

TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE .

Sector for spatial planning and urban planning R€cOrds management office 1056
Number:001902542 2024 14810 006 000 000 001  Received on: 25" June 2024

Date: 17 June 2024 the rest illegible

Kralja Milutina Street 10a, Belgrade

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Omladinskih brigada 1
11 000 Belgrade

SUBJECT : Response to Complaint number 2022/06: Possible negative impact of mining activities
in Bosilegrad and mountainous area of Homolje

Dear Sir/Madam,

By your letter number 001818484 2024 14850 004 008 000 001 regarding the Decision of the Council of
Europe's Berne Convention Bureau on Complaint No. 2022/6: New complaint: Serbia:

Possible negative impact of mining activities in Bosilegrad and mountainous area of Homolje, submitted to the
Ministry by the Council of Europe’s Bern Convention Secretariat on 15" April 2024, you requested response to
the subject matter complaint.

The subject matter complaint consolidates two complaints: Complaint referring to the possible negative
impact of mining activities in Bosilegrad and Complaint referring to the possible negative impact of mining
activities in the mountainous area of Homolje.

We hereby inform you that the Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure does not carry out
activities related to the preparation of spatial plans for special purpose areas, stipulated in Article 21, item 2 of the
Law on Planning and Construction ("Official Gazette of RS", n0.72/2009, 81/2009 - corrigendum, 64/2010 - SC
decision, 24/2011, 121/2012, 42/2013 - SC decision, 50/2013 - SC decision, 98/2013 - SC decision, 132/2014,
145/2014, 83/2018, 31/2019, 37/2019 - other law, 9/2020, 52/2021 and 62/23) in the aforementioned area.

Respectfully,
ACTING SECRETARY OF THE MINISTRY
VOIKAN TOMIC, signed, signature illegible
Per procuration of the Minister
No. 001587809 2024 14810 010 006 000 001
of 7" May 2024
Delivered to:
- The addressee
- Archive

A round seal attached hereto: content illegible
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Annex Il - Report by the Ministry of Mining and Energy

& A .
LT
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Republic of Serbia
MINISTRY OF MINING AND ENERGY
No.: 001930702 2024 14820 007 000 000 001
Date: 18 June 2024

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Irena Vujovi¢, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Environmental Protection

Nemanjina 22-26,
11000 Belgrade

Dear Ms. Vujovié,

Enclosed to your letter No.: 001818484 2024 14850 004 008 000 001 of 3 June 2024, you submitted to
the Ministry of Mining and Energy the Decision of the Bureau of the Standing Committee of the Bern
Convention on Complaint No.: 2022/6: Complaint on stand: Serbia: Possible negative impact of mining activities
in Bosilegrad and in the Homolje Mt region. According to the respective decision of the Bureau, the Complaint is
in the process of further monitoring and consideration of additional information in order to avoid the possible
impact of mining activities in the respective region.

By inspecting the official record, it has been established that the Ministry submitted with its letters of 27
December 2022 and 1 June 2023 the required report on the issued approvals from its scope of work on the
respective sites in accordance with your Ministry’s letter.

By insight into the very Complaint, but also the Decision of the Bureau, it has been established that there are
no clear coordinates of the area-site to which the Complaint relates.

1. As far as the exploitation of mineral resources in the vicinity of the state border area is concerned, in the
territory of the Municipality of Bosilegrad, we would like to inform you of the following:

- Aswe have informed you in the letter No.: 310-02-01812/2022-02 of 27 December 2022, in the territory
of the Municipality of Bosilegrad, Company Bosil-Metal d.o.o. performs exploitation of the lead and zinc
ores. For the extended part of the exploitation area (for which the deadline under the decision expires
on 1 August 2024) a research project was submitted in 2023 (for the period 2023 — 2026), and related
to this project also the Mining project on the exploration of solid mineral resources approved by Decision
No. 310-02-00908/2023-02 of 3 August 2023 and lasts as long as the research is ongoing, i.e. until 2026.

The Mining Inspection performed non-routine inspection supervision of the supervised entity:

2. Bosil-Metal d.o.o. — An inspection was carried out over the economic operator and on that occasion a
record was made. In the record, two measures were ordered as follows: Prohibition of the Pilot Plant mining
operations for technological testing of flotation processing of the lead, zinc and copper ores, in the exploitation
area No. 515 — Podvirovi; and the measure prohibiting the disposal of intermediate product deriving from the



-9- T-PVS/Files(2024)22

process of flotation of lead, zinc and copper ores outside the boundaries of the approved exploitation area No. 515
— Podvirovi.

Sincerely yours,

MINISTER
/s/ Dubravka Djedovi¢ Handanovic¢

Delivered to:
- Addressee;
- Archive.
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Annex Il - Report by the Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia

Rectangular stamp: ADMINISTRATION FOR JOINT SERVICES OF THE
REPUBLIC BODIES: 16 July 2024 - 480/04

INSTITUTE FOR NATURE CONSERVATION OF SERBIA

03 No. 025-2353/2
9 July 2024

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Omladinskih brigada 1
11070 Novi Beograd

Your Ref. No.: 001818484 2024 14850 004 008 000 001 of 3 June 2024

The Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia received your request registered under 03 No. 025-2353/1 of 14
June 2024, for the supplement to the report on progress on the Complaint No. 2022/06: ‘Complaint on stand:
Serbia: Possible negative impact of mining activities in Bosilegrad and in the Homolje Mt region’.

In reference to your request related to the text of the Decision of the Bureau of the Bern Convention in the Council
of Europe, for the purpose of making a statement regarding the Complaint No. 2022/06 of 15 April 2024, related
to the obligation of Contracting Parties signatories of the Bern Convention to protect habitats and species
throughout their territory, i.e. to submit information on the implementation of actions for the protection of species
and habitats under Annexes Il and 111 of the Bern Convention, which could be endangered due to mining activities
in Bosilegrad and in the Homolje Mt. region, we would like to inform you as follows:

- By inspecting the Central Register of Protected Natural Resources and the Institute's documentation, it
has been found that for the respective sites, the Institute does not have any new data concerning the answer
to the Complaint submitted to you on 28 December 2022 (Case-file 03 No. 025-4042/2; Your Ref. No.:
337-00-00128/2022-04 of 15 November 2022);

- Inits own database, the Institute does not have any new data on distribution and status of the existing or
newly recorded wild species and habitat types in the respective area;

- According to the Natural Resource Protection Plan 2024, and because of pre-defined commitments, the
Institute has not carried out research or monitoring of wild species and habitat types under Annexes Il
and 111 of the Bern Convention in the areas where mining activities are performed.

On the basis of the aforementioned, we would like to inform you that the Institute for Nature Conservation of
Serbia has no new available data relevant for the supplement to the report on progress on the Complaint No.
2022/06.

Acting DIRECTOR
/s/ Marina Sibali¢

Enclosure:

Answer to Complaint No. 2022/06: Complaint on stand: Serbia: Possible negative impact of mining activities in
Bosilegrad and in the Homolje Mt region’ (03 No. 025-4042/2 of 28 December 2022; Your ref. No.: 337-00-
00128/2022-04 of 15 November 2022);

Cc:
- The Applicant
- Archive
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INSTITUTE FOR NATURE CONSEEVATION OF SERBIA

Currant acooemt No.: 840-518664-16 openad with the Trasury Adermistration « TIN 105844250 « Rag. Moo 1775983551 #
Busingss activity cods: 9104

03 Mo. 025-404212

Date: 28 December 2022
: e AMINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
11070 NOVI BEOGRAD

Omladinskih brigada 1

Acting upon your request Mo, 337-00-00128°2022-04 of 15 November 2021, registered in
the Insttate wnder 03 No. 025404271 on 28 November 2022, related to "Complamit No.
2022%6: New complaint: Serbin: Possible mepative impact of minming activitiez in
Bosilegrad and m the Homeolje Mt region’, i order to provide the answers to the
Secretariat of the Bem Convenfion in the Council of Europe, the Institute for Mature
Conservation of Serbia herebry establishes as follows:

- ‘Complaint No: 2022/6: New complaini: Serbia: Poszible negative impact gf
mining activitiez in Bosilegrad and in the Homolje Mt region’ mtegrates two
complaints:

1. The respective Complaint No. 1 related to possible negative impact of mining
activities in Bosilegrad, filed by the International NGO “‘Earth Thove' in
collaboration with the Associstion ‘EkoKErajiste’ from Bosilegrad; King’s
College Lagal Clinic, from Loodon (United Kingdom), and ‘Balkanika® from
Sofia (Bulgariz). The Complainants state that the mining activides n the
Earamanica ore field violate the provisions of the Bem Convention.

2. The respective Complaint Mo, I related to the possible negative impact of

mining actvites in the Homaolje Mt regicn, filed by the Intemational HGD
‘Earth Thrive’, in collaboration with NGOs “Mlavska vojska’ and *Cuvari
Homolja" and Internatgonal W0 “Earth Law Center” frmm the United States of
America.
The Complainants state that the approval for the construction of a mine in the
Homolje WMt region within the Timok Gold Project implemented by the
Canadian Company ‘Dmndes Precious Metals” (DPFM), would violate the
prowisions of the Bern Convention.

By insight into the Central Begister of Protected Mamral Besources and the information
system on enviroamentsal protection kept by the Institwte for Mature Conservation of Serbia,
and in accordance with your request, the Institute would like to inform you of the following:

To Ouesticn Mo, 2 of Complaint No. 1: Which are the speciffc species or habitat's mcluded
m one gf the Appendices of the Berm Comendon petentially qffected” (Mentioned in
Appendices II and VI of this Complaint), the answer is as follows:

— representatives of wild fauna and habitat types in Appendices IT and VT of this
Complaint are essential elements of biodiversity of Bosilegrad and ifs
surmonndings & well a3 Serbia in general Habitat types mentioned in Annex I
of Fesolution 4 of the Bem Convention, mentionsd in Appendices, are presant
in the wider sumoundings of the site in guestion (MMountain Dukat and
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Dragovistica River with tributaries). In the very research area and immediate
srroundings, two types of habitats have besn recorded. fiequent in the temitory of
Serbia: Moesian beech (Fagus moesiaca) and silicate minerals. The Institate took
this fact inio account when issuing acts on condidons for mature conservation for
geological research in the Karamanica area;
Amphibian and reptile species are potentially endangered bearing in mind that their lifs
iz conmected to water surfaces into which the wastewater will be released (amphibians
due to their reproductve cycle, but also snakes: the grass snake and the dice snake because
of food). Besids habitat destroction in general the impormnt factors are also the
intersection of migratory routes duoe to constucton of infrasoacture (readkill), habitat
fragmentation leading to the isolaton of certain parts of the populadon into smmaller
enclaves (metapopulatioen), which in the long nin may be threatened with extinciion;
For the marmmal species mentioned in Appendix VI of the Complaint, the following has
been established:
- According to available data of the Instmte for Nature Conservation of
Serbia, the following species: Schreibers’ Bent-wing Bat (Amiopherus
schraibarsii), Common Mectle (Nyciais nociula), Greater Horseshoe Bat
(Rhinolophus  ferrumeguinum), Lesser Horseshoe Bat (Rhiioelophus
hippasideros), Savis Pipistrelle (Hypsuge :saviil, Barbasiells Bat
(Barbasrella harbastellus), Greater Myotis (Ao myotis), Steppe Mouse
or Mound-building Mouse (Mu: spicilepuz), Balkan Lynx (Lyme hox
martmeil and Bed Desr (Cemar elaphus), do not inhabit the respective
Earamamica mine ared or the sumounding wider araa;
—  Gpecies, such as: Nonhem Whits-breasted Hedge (Erfnacails PoLmanicus),
European Mole (Talpa europaeda), Europsan Hare (Lepus europasus), Fed
Squirrel {Sefwrns vulgaris), Edible Dommouse or Fat Dommouse (G glizsh,
Fed Fox (Fulpes wviipes), European Pine Maren (Marfes marses),
European Badger (Meles meles), European Wildcat (Felis sihvesoriz), Wild
Boar (5us serofnl and Pos Diear (Capreolus capreolus) are found on the st
of Appendix I of the Bem Convention, and have a ‘protected wild fauna
species’ stams af the natonal level sccordingly. Thase are species relatively
widely disimibuted In the fermitory of Serbia. The respeciive area is oot
considerad to be of particunlar importance for the Favoursble Conservation
Stames for any of the mentioned species;
Gray Wolf (Canis lupus) species is found on the list of Appendix IT of the
Bem Convention; m the process of accession and adepiion of the
provisions of the Bem Coovention, Serbia expressed peservations
concemning the strict protection of this species; thus, at the national lewvel,
thiz species has the “protected wild species’ stams accordingly. The wolf is
relatively widely distmibuted in the territory of Serbia, with stmble and
slightly positive (upward) populaton oends. The respective area is oot an
area of particular importance for maintaining the Favourable Conservation
Stams i Setiia;
— Other mentioned rodent spacies do not have & special stams nsither within
the proviziens of the Bem Comvenfion or at the national legiclaton level;
Bird species: Semicollared Flycatcher (Ficedula semitorguary) mentoned in Appendiz
IV of the Complaint, is a species with the westermmost boundary of the global area of
distribution in southern and eastern parts of Serbia. Valleys of the Rivers Péimja, Vlasina,
Jarma, Sfara Planina Mt and Jastrebac Mt are the only sifes where this rare species nests.
The assessed size of populaton at the natonal level is 100 to 130 bird pairs (The Fad
Book of the Fauna in Serbia 3. Birds). Category of threatened species is Near Threatenad
(I4T). This species prefers mature deciduous forests (Mountain Besch with other
deciduous trees). The basic risk factors for this species are devastation of
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decidwous forest, excessive opening of forest complexes and removcal of rotten and
darpaged frees where this species nests. Upon having insight into the Institate’s database,
it has besn established that the Semicollared Flycaicher is registered m the BMunicipality
of Bosilegrad, in the basin of the Bresnicka River, tributary of the Dragovistica River in
the Cadastral Municipality K.O. Mlekominci;

On the other hand, BirdLife International in collaboration with the Serbian parmers in 2020,
declared new Imporiant Bird Areas (IBA) at the international level for the birds in Serbia,
whera Dukat is IBA as wall. During the implementation of IPA 2016 Project: EU for Sarbia
- Continued support to mplsmentation of Chapter 27 im the area of nature protection
(BATUERA 20000, IBA Dukst was proposed as pSPAQGH - Dukat (surface area of 42 468
haj. Pecorded valaes can T sesn at the following limk

To Qmestion Mo, 3: Whar might be the nesatnve gffects for the species or habingts
frvolved?, we would like to note as follows:

In the peried 2008 — 2021, the Instdmte issued seven acts prescribing conditons for natare
consarvation for geological research in the Karamanica area near Bosilezrad, where, beside
conditions for the protection and conservation of wild flora and faona and their habitats,
conditions for the prevention of the pollation of water, air and s0il ware mentioned.

To Question Mo. 4: Do vou Erow if potentdally qffected species or habitas alzo fall under
the soope af other imternational Comaenitons, the answer is as follows:

Tnder the Habitats Directive are the following specias:

- Gray Wolf (Canis lupus) and the Euwropesn Wildcat (Feliz sthvestriz) - Annex IT,
IWV; The European Pine Marten (Adarres marnes) - Annex V.

-  Eighi bird specias: The Black Woodpecker (Dirvecopus mariins), The Grey-headed
Woodpecker (Picus canus), Comcrake (Crex crex), Wood Lark (Lullvla arborea),
The Fed-backed Shrike (Lawins colluriol, Bamed Warbler (Syhia mizoria),
The White-backed Woodpecker (Dendrocopos leucoros)l, Hazel Grouse (Bonasa
bonazia) and Semicollared Flycatcher (Ficeduln semitorguata) are found in Annex
I the Birds Diractive;

- Five species: The Commeon Cuail (Corurnix cofwrnix), Semicollared Flycatcher
(Ficedula semitorguaia), The Golden Eagls (dguila chrysaeros), Comorake (Crex
crex) and Barmred Warblar (Sylvia nisoria) are found in Annex IT of the Coovention
on Mizratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Conventfion);

- Az well as nine species in Annex IT of the Bern Comvention (soictly protected
species); The Golden Eagle idguila chrcaeies), The black Woodpecker
(Dryocopus mariius), The Grey-headed Woodpecker (FPrcus canusj, Comcrake
(Crax orex), Wood Lark (Twlluls arboreal, The Red-backed Shrike (Lamius
coliuriol, Bammed Warbler (Syvhia siserial, The white-backed Woodpecker
(Dendrocopoes leucotos) and Semicollared Flycatcher (Ficedula semiforguaial, and

- Twospecies in Annex I of the Bemn Convention (protacted species): Hazel Grouse
(Bonasa bonasial, The Common Cuail (Cefrni cofurmixh

The Institate had in mind these facts when issuing acts on conditions for namre conservation
for geological research in the Karamanica ares near Bosilegrad

To mestion Mo, 2 of the Complaint No. - Which are the specific specie’s or habingts
fmcluded m one of the Appendices af the Bern Comvention porentially affecied?”, and
mentionsd in Appendix IV of this Complaint the answer is as follows:
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- Types of habitats mentioned m Appendix VI: List of Threatened Habitats covered
with EUNIS habitats classification of this Complant, are of importance for the
whole Homeolje Mt remion and for the whole of Sertia; bowever, not all mentioned
types are found mside the research areas where zeological research was camed out
or 15 shll camed out. The Instifute had 1 mund these facts when 155ume acts on
condihions for nature conservation for geological research and actmates on the
Homolye Mt;

- Amphibian and rephle species are potentally endangered beanng 1n pund that their
hfe 15 connected to water smfaces mto which the wastewater will be released
(amphlibians due to thewr reproductrve cycle, but also snakes: the grass snake and the
dice spake because of food). Beside habitat destruchon, m general, the mmportant
factors are also the mmfersecton of mugratory routes due to constuchon of
mirastructure (roadkill), habitat fragmentation leading to the 1solation of certam
parts of the population into smaller enclaves (metapopulation), which m the long
nm may be threatened with extinction:

- For the mammal species mentioned m Appendr: VI of the Complamt. the following
has been established:

- Awnrding to available data of the Insttute for Mature Conservation, the
species: Steppe mouse or Mound-bwldimg Mouse (Mus spicilegus) does not
mhabit the area of the planned nune, or winder swroundmmgs;

- Species. such as: Northern Whate-breasted Hedge (Erimacens roumamicus),
:Eura-peanMnle {Talpa enropasa), Enropean Hare (Lepus enropaeus), Red
squorel (Sciwrus vulgaris), Edible Dormouse or Fat Domouse (Glis gliz),
BEed Fox (Pulpes vulpes), Ewropean Pme Marten (Martes mariez)
European Badger (Meles meles), European Wildeat (Feliz silvestriz), Whild
Boar Sus zergfa), Red Deer (Carvus slaphus) and Roe Deer (Capreolus
capreciiz) are found on the List of Appendix I11 of the Bern Conventhon,
and have a ‘protected wild fauna species’ status at the natomnal level
accordingly. These are species relatvely widely distmbuted m the temtory
of Serbia. The Homolje Mt regon 15 an important habatat of the Red Deer
(C. elaphuz) and part of 2 much wider area 1n the eastern part of Serbia. The
very mimng zone and the respectrve area are not considered to be of
particular importance for the Favowable Conservation Status for any of the
mentoned species;

- Lynx {Lynx hwx) 15 also found on the List of Appendix I of the Bem
Convention and has a “protected wild fauna Fpecies' status at the national
level accordmegly. The Homolje Mt. remion 15 found within a much wader
area 1n the eastern Serma. The very mumng zone 15 not considered to be of
particular importance for the Favowable Conservation Status for any of the
mentioned species;

- Species: Grey Wolf {Canis lupus) and Brown Bear {Urzus arctos) are found
on the hst of Appendix II of the Bern Convention In the process of
accession and adophon of the provisions of the Bern Convention, Serbia
expressed reservations concerning the sinct protechon of the wolf species;
thus, at the national level, this species has the “protected wald species” status
accordingly. It 15 relatively wadely distmbuted 1n the termtory of Serbia, with
stable and shghtly positive (upward) populaton trends. The Homolje Mt
regon 15 an mmportant wolf habitat mn the eastern Serbia, although the
mumng zone 15 not considered to be an area of particular mportance for the
Favourable Conservation Status m Eerbla The Brown Bear has the status
of a “stnetly protected wald species’. The Homolje Mt region 15 cunrently
an area of occasionally spotted and recorded presence of mdraduals of
Brown Bear. The mimng zone of the planned mine 15 not
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considered to be u}fpartl-:u.]::lr mportance for the Favowrable Conservation
Status of this species in Serbia;

- Bat species: Sclweibers' BEEI.t—‘iTi:EI.E’ Bat (Mimiopterus schreibersii),
Common Noctule (Nyetalus noctula). Greater Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus
ferrumegquinem), Lesser Horseshoe Bat (Rhimolophus  kipposideras).
Sanl's Pipistrelle  (Hypsuge savii), DBarbastelle Bat (Barbasrella
barbastelluz), Greater Myohs (Myotiz myetiz), are found on the List of
Appendix [I of the Bern Convention. Af the national level, thev have the
status of a “stefly protected wild species”. Although the eastern Serbia
region 15 an area of hgh diversity m the bat fauna_ the very puning zone 15
not considered fo be of parheular mportance for the Favowrzble
Conservation Status of species in Serbia or the species endanperment factor;

- The other menhoned rodent species do not have a special status neither
under the proviz:ions of the Berm Convenbhon nor under the nahomal
legizlation.

- Bird species mentioned in Chiestion 2 and found on the hist at the ink m the Complaint
do not match up to a zreat extent and many species menboned m the text box are
connected to major water surfaces and navigable waterways that do not exist in the
Homelje Mt rezion. On the other hand, many common bird species found on the
list, like the representatives of the crow fammly, are most mumerous m Serbia; thus,
thewr survival in Sertia as well as o the swrounding remions 15 not at all in question.
Of cowse, among the most endangered species of the wider regron are The Golden
Eagle (dguila chrysaetor) and The Peregnine Falcon (Falco peregrinuz), although
these species are not mentioned on the hist at the hink found m the Complaint, so
that these species most probably have not been detected m the research area of the
puming site. Local populations or parts of populations of all species m the regon
are potentially endangered, bearning 1o mund that manv habifats used by these species
will dizappear should the mume 15 open. Specifically. the submutted hist of 82 buord
species, meludes 6 endangzered species at the national lewvel: Parindge, Twiledove,
Eagle Owl, The Short-toed Snake Eagle, Goshawk and The Whte-backed
Woodpecker. In the category of vulnerable species (VU according to ITUUCH) are as
followrs: Parindge (Perdix), Turtledove (Sfrepropelia turfur) and The Whte-backed
Woodpecker (Dendrocopos lewcotos) and near threatened (M1 according to IUCH)
are (Goshawk (Accipite gentilis) and Eagle Owl {Bubo bubo) and The Short-toed
Snake Eagle (Circasns gallicus). Furthermore, caution should be exercized when
analyzing the threat of the abn*.‘em&nhnnedspe-me since not all of them are
affected wnth the same mfensity, and for some species it 15 mot possible to
compensate for the loss. Fust of all, we have 1n pmnd The Golden Eagle and The
Peregrine Faleon i the wader region, with meost weakened populations m the sastern
Serbia, whose capaaty for recoverv 15 low. On the other hand species hike
Partndge, The Eurasian Woodcock and Goshawk, beside being endangered hunting
species, face, along with the loss of habitat, other challenges as well All other
species from the list mentioned 1n the Complamt are found m the Fed Book of the
Fauna m Serbia 3. Birds, and are marked as the last to wonry about.

To Cestion No. 3: Whar might be the negative effects for the specie’s or habitars
imvelved”, we would hke to note as followrs:

In the period from 2006 to present, the Inshtute 15:ued pumerous acts related to geological
research and extrachion of ore elements in the Homole Mt repion, m which, beside
conditions for the protechion and conservation of wild flora and fauna, condihons for the
prevenfion of pollution of water, awr and 501l are mentoned.
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To Chueshion Mo, 4: De you kow if potentially qffected species or habitats also fall imder

the scope of other international Comventions, the answer 15 as follows:

Under the Habatats Divective are the following species:

Species and habitat tvpes mentoned m the Complaint Ne. 2 are of importance for
the whole Homeolje Mt remion and for the whele of Serbua; bowever, not all
mentionsd types are found mmside the research areas where geological research was
camried out or 1= stll camed out. The Institute had in mond these facts when 1zm1ng
acts on condrfions for nature conservaton for zeological research and actities m
the Homolje Mt region;

Gray Wolf fCaniz lupus) and Brown Bear (Ursus arctos), Lynx (Dynx ) and The
European Wildeat (Feliz silvestriz) - Anmex II, IV, The Ewopean Pme MMarten
{Martes martes) - Annex V;

Schreibers’ Bent-wing Bat (Miniopterus schreiberzii), Common Moctule (Nycoralus
nmoctula), Greater Horseshos Bat (Rhinclophus ferumeguinum), Lesser Horseshoe
Bat (Rhinolophis hippesiderosz), 5avi’s Pipistrelle (Hypsuge saviil, Barbastelle Bat
(Barbastslla barbasztellus), Greater Myvots (Myoriz myoris) — Apnex IT, TV

Bird species found in Annex I of the Birds Directive and mentioned 1 the List are
as follows: Hazel Grouse (Bomaza bonasial, Eagle Orwl {Bube bubo), The Enropean
Mightiar (Caprimuleus ewrcpaens), The Shori-toed Snske Eagle (Circastus
gallicus), The White-backed Woodpecker (Dendrocopes lencotes), The Black
Woodpecker (Dryocepus martins]), The Collared Flyeatcher (Ficedula albicallis),
The Fed-backed Shnke {Lanius collwic), Middle Spotted Woodpecker (Leiopicus
medins), Wood Lark (Lullula arborea), The Ewropean Honew Buzzard (Permis
apiverus), The Grev-headed Woodpecker (Picws canus) and Barred Warbler (Sylvia
rizorial;

Species under Annex I of the Bem Convention are as follows: dccipiter gensliz,
Aecipiter nizus, degithalos caudams, Anthus trivialis, Azio otus, Bubo bubo, Buteo
butes, Caprimmizuz ewropaens, Certhia brackydactyla, Cheaetus gallicus,
Dendrocopos leucotos, Dendrocepes major, Drypobates minor, Drvocopus martius,
Erithacus rubecnla, Falce subbutes, Ficedula albicolliz, Hirumdo daurica,
Hirundo rustica, Jvmx terguilla, Laminz collurio, Leiopicus medius, Luscinia
megaripnchas, Merops apiaster, Motacilla alba, Motacilla cinerea, Muscicapa
striata, Oriolus orielus, Oms scops, Parus ater, Pariz casruleus, Parus lugubris,
Parus magior, Parus palwsnods, Permis  apiverns, Phoemicworus  ochruros,
Phylloscopuz collvlita, Picus camus, Picus viridiz, Regulus regulus, Saxicola
rubstra, Sitta ewropasa, Striv aluce, Svhvia andeapilla, Svivia borin, Syhvia
communis, Svlvia curruca, Sylvia misoria, Troglodvtes troglodvtes;

Under Annex ITI of the Bern Convention are as follows: Bonaza bonaszia, Corvus
corax, Cuculuz camorus, Fringilla coelebs, Lullula arberea, Passer montaws,
Pardix perdix, Phasianus celchicus, Scolopax rusticola, Streprepelia nortur, Turdus
mernla, Turdus philomelesz, Turdus visefvorus.

On the other hand Bordlafe International in collaboration with the Serbian pariners
i 2020 declared new Important Bird Areas (IBA) in Serbia, where [BA Homolje
1= found as well. The area 15 established due to the presence of the following
spectes: The White-backed Woodpecker i(Dendrocopos leucotos), The Black
Woodpecker (Dryvocepus martius), The Collared Flycatcher (Ficeduwla albicollis)
The Fed-breasted Fhyeatcher (Ficedule parva), The Grev-headed W BT
(Picus canush, Marsh Tit (Poecile palustriz) and The Ural Owl (Soix wralensiz).
Dhuring the IPA 2018 Project: EU for Serbua - Contimued support to implementation
of Chapter 27 1 the area of pature protection (NATURA 2000), thos area was
proposed as pSPADS3 - Kutaj - Beljamica (surface area of 113,913 ha). Kev bird
spectes for determummg @ Special Protechon Area are menbioned at
https://daphne sk Matura2000Sertia'pspall53f himl:
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According to the Comvenfion on Migratory Speces of Wild Ammals (Bonn
Convention) m the Homolje Mt region, m Annex 11, the followmg species are
found: Schreibers’ Bent-wing Bat (Mimioprerus schreibersii), Common Noctule
(Myvetalus noctla), Greater Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus ferrumeguinum), Lesser
Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophu: hipposideros), Savi's Pipistrelle (Hypsugo saviil,
Barbastelle Bat (Barbasreila barbastellus) and Greater Myotis (Myetiz myoris).

The Institute had 1 mund these facts when 1ssmng acts on condifions for pature conservaton
for geolomcal research m the Homolye It region.

Acting DIRECTOR.
/s/ Marina Sibali¢

- The Applicant
- Archive x 2
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Annex 'r\iir Report by the Municipal Assembly of Bosilegrad

Republic of Serbia
MUNICIPALITY OF
BOSILEGRAD

Municipal Administration

Municipal Environmental Protection
Administration

Number: 501-39-2/2024

Date: 22.07.2024

BOSILEGRAD

Ministry of Environmental Protection
1 Omladinskih brigade St, SIV 1lI

11070 Belgrade/Serbia

Ms Snezana PROKIC

Subject: Reply to Information Request

Dear Ms Proki¢,

With reference to your document number: 001818484 2024 14850 004 008 000 001 of 09.07.2024 requesting
provision of a Statement on Complaint No. 2022/06, which refers to the negative impact of mining activities in
Bosilegrad, we hereby inform you of the following:

Since the delivery of your Request for Information and our reply in the form of an official letter — Letter No.
501-39-1/2024 dated 18 January 2024, no changes have been identified thus far.

Furthermore, we would like to inform you that the Municipality of Bosilegrad has been conducting continuous
surface water monitoring within its territory since 2021, including the Karamanica River. The testing is
performed on the section of the River Karamanica 300 meters downstream from the Bosil-metal mine in the
village of Karamanica. The results of the physical and chemical testing of all samples comply with the values
specified by the Regulation on limit values of pollutants in surface and underground waters and sediment, as
well as the deadlines for their achievement (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia”, No. 50/2012).
Additionally, the aforementioned testing results comply with the values prescribed by the Rulebook on
hazardous substances in water (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia”, No. 31/82) for water hazard
classes WHC | and WHC I1.

The results of all measurements can be found on the official website of the Bosilegrad municipality at the
following link: http://www.bosilegrad.org/sr/Monitoring.aspx

Sincerely,

MUNICIPAL ENVIRONMENTAL MAYOR OF BOSILEGRAD
PROTECTION ADMINISTRATION Vladimir Zaharijev
environmental advisor

Mikica Vasilev, MSc in Environmental
Engineering
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E-mail: opstina@bosilegrad.rs Georgi Dimitrova no. 82, 17540 Bosilegrad tel.: 017 877 167
http://www.bosilegrad.rs Republic of Serbia
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Annex V - Report by the Municipal Assembly of Zagubica

Republic of Serbia Rectangular stamp attached hereto:
MUNICIPALITY OF ZAGUBICA The Administration for Joint Services of the
President of municipality Republic Bodies

Number: 1V-01-38-797/2024 Records management office - 1033

Date: 26™ June 2024 Received on: 04 July 2024

Zagubica the rest illegible

Republic of Serbia
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

11000 BELGRADE
Nemanjina 22-26

SUBJECT: Reply to your request for reporting on the Complaint number 2022/06, on monitoring
possible negative impact of mining activities in the mountainous area of Homolje

Dear Sir/Madam,

As regards the request of the Ministry of Environmental Protection, number 001818484 2024 14850 004 008 000
001 of 03" June 2024 (received on 14" June 2024), for reporting on the Complaint No. 2022/06, on monitoring
possible negative impact of mining activities in the mountainous area of Homolje, we inform you of the following:

For a part of the area where mining activities are carried out in the territory of the municipality of Zagubica, the
valid planning document is the Spatial Plan of the Municipality of Zagubica (“Official Gazette of the Municipality
of Zagubica, No. 2/11), and geological exploration of mineral resources does not contradict the mentioned plan;
and for a part of the area where mining activities are carried out in the territory of the municipality of Zagubica,
the valid planning document is the General Regulation Plan for the area of wind farm "WF Crni Vrh" in the
territory of the municipality of Zagubica (“Official Gazette of the Municipality of Zagubica”, no. 26/21 and 27/21)
and it does not stipulate any mining activities in the area covered by the plan.

Exploration works and exploitation of mineral resources are exclusively the responsibility of the state authorities
(plans adoption, permits issuance, and similar).

On the subject of allegations from complaints about the possible negative impact of mining activities on the
environment in the mountainous area of Homolje, the Municipality of Zagubica has no cognisance, i.e. the
municipality of Zagubica has never done any studies, elaboration or similar regarding the threat to the
environment in Homolje, nor has any report, study or similar ever been submitted to the municipality of Zagubica
by any competent state authority.

Sincerely, .
President of the municipality of Zagubica

Safet Pavlovic¢
Signed, signature illegible

A round seal attached hereto: The Republic of Serbia, Zagubica, Municipality of Zagubica, Coat of Arms,
President
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Republic of Serbia
Ministry of Environmental Protection
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Number: internal information purposes

Belgrade, 18.07.2024

Subject: Information on the state of water quality in the Karamanica and Popovska Rivers downstream
of the “Podvirovi” and “Popovica” Mines, Karamanica Village, Municipality of Bosilegrad

e The Environmental Protection Agency, as an administrative body responsible for the
implementation of national monitoring of the quality of surface and underground waters on the
territory of the Republic of Serbia, does not conduct water quality testing of the waters of
Karamanica and Popovska rivers downstream of the “Podvirovi” and “Popovica” mines, the
territory of Karamanica village, Municipality of Bosilegrad. Additionally, these rivers are not
included in the Regulation on Determining the Annual Water Status Monitoring Programme.
Instead, the rivers belong to the basins of the Golema River, the Bistarska River and the
Dragovistica River.

e The Environmental Protection Agency, concerning the aforementioned area, conducts water
qguality testing of the Dragovistica River at Ribarce profile (border section of the
Dragovistica River course). Water sampling and testing was carried out on a monthly basis in
accordance with the Annual Water Status Monitoring Programme of surface and underground
waters.

e The chemical analyses results of the content of heavy metals in the water of the Dragovistica River
in 2023 and 2024, respectively, were compared with the prescribed limit values for the Il class
of surface water quality (Regulation on limit values of pollutants in surface and underground
waters and sediment, and the deadlines for their achievement, Official Gazette of the Republic of
Serbia, No. 50/2012; Regulation on limit values of priority substances and priority hazardous
substances polluting surface waters, and the deadlines for their achievement, Official Gazette of
the Republic of Serbia, No. 24/2014). Higher values were only identified regarding the total iron
content - Fe (I11 class): 612.0 pg/l in 2023 (on the date 29.06.2023), while so far in 2024, the
total iron content (Fe) has remained within the prescribed limits. Total heavy metal concentrations
- zinc (Zn), copper (Cu), manganese (Mn), boron (B), chromium (Cr), arsenic (As), as well as
concentrations of dissolved heavy metals - nickel (Ni), cadmium (Cd), mercury (Hg) and lead
(Pb), were found to be within the prescribed limit values for the 11 class of surface water quality.

Addendum: Water quality data of the Dragovistica River in 2023 and 2024

E-mail: office@sepa.gov.rs 10a Zabljacéka Str., 11000 Belgrade tel.: 011 63 56 788
http://www.sepa.gov.rs Republic of Serbia fax: 011 2861077
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Republic of Serbia
MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
No: 337-00-00058/2023-04
Date: 23/ 01/ 2024
Belgrade

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Directorate General of Democracy and Human Dignity
Secretariat of the Bern Convention

F-67075 Strasbourg, France

Mr Mikaél POUTIERS

Secretary of the Bern Convention

Subject: The Progress Report on Complaint no. 2022/06: Complaint on stand-by:
Serbia: Possible negative impact of mining activities in Bosilegrad and in the Homolje
mountain region

Dear Mr Poutiers.

[n reference of the request by the Sccretariat of the Bern Convention dated 20 April 2023,
related to the Complaint no: 2022/ 6: Complaint on stand-by : Serbia: Possible negative impact
of mining activities in Bosilegrad and in the Homolje mountain region - collective complaint,
submitted by the International non-government organisation Earth Thrive. association Eko-
Krajite from Bosilegrad, Kings College Legal Clinic from the United Kingdom, Balkanka
association from Bulgaria, Mlavska Vojska environmental organisation, Cuvari Homolja
association and the non-government organisation Earth Law Center, on behalf of the Ministry
of Environmental Protection, we would like to inform you about the following:

Pursuant to the above mentioned request, the Ministry of Environmental Protection. in its
capacity as the competent authority monitoring the implementation of the Bern Convention for
the Republic of Serbia, sent a Request for Statement related to this complaint (no. 337-00-
00058/2023-04 dated 11 May 2023) to competent authorities and institutions: Ministry of
Construction, Transport and Infrastructure, Ministry of Mining and Energy. Institute for Nature
Conservation of Serbia, Bosilegrad Municipal Assembly and Zagubica Municipal Assembly,
including competent sectors of the Ministry of Environmental Protection.

Based on the received statements, the following is provided:

1 The Ministry of Mining and Energy in its Statement (no. 337-00-00068 dated 1 June
2023) noted as follows:

1) There are no issued authorisations for carrying out exploitation of mineral deposits in the
mountainous area of Homolje.
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2} In the territory of the Municipality of Bosilegrad, a business entity Bosil metal d.o.o.
{LLC) is carrying out the exploitation of lead and zinc ore reserves pursuant to the following
valid decisions: Decision on authorisation of exploitation activities (number: 310-02-
00310/2021-02 dated 01 July 2022) and Decision on authorisation of mining operations
(number: 310-02-00788/2009-06 dated 5 February 2010) in accordance with the Supplementary
Mining Project for the exploitation from Podvirovi ore field - Karamanica. Other information
in reference to the mentioned exploitation activity is provided in the previous statement of the
Ministry of Mining number 310-02-01812/2022-02 dated 27 December 2022, which was
presented in the previous Report of the Ministry of Environmental Protection dated 19 January
2023,

[n the territory of Bosilegrad Municipality, the following business entities received
authorisation to carry out applied geological research:

- CGiolden Age Resources d.o.o. (LLC), exploration site Crnodtica, research of Au, Ag, Cu,
Pb, Zn;

- Golden Age Resources d.o.o. (LLC), exploration site Ljubata, research of Cu, Ay, Pb, Zn,
Ag;

- Golden Age Resources d.o.o. (LLC), exploration site Radovnica, research of Cu, Au, Pb,
Zn and Mo; Municipalities of Trgoviste, Bosilegrad, Vranje;

- Girot a.d. (Ltd), Kriva Feja. exploration site Plo¢a, research of Pb and Zn;

- Medgold istraZivanja d.o.o, (LL.C), Belgrade, exploration site Donje Tlamino, research of
Au, Pb, Zn, Ag. Cu and Mo;

- Medgold istrazivanja d.o.0. (LLC), Belgrade, exploration site Surlica — Dukat. research of
Cu, Au, Pb, Zn, Ag and Mo, Municipalities of Trgovidte and Bosilegrad.

3) The Ministry of Mining and Energy carried out the inspection for the area of Bosilegrad,
the mining inspector carried out an extraordinary inspection of the supervised business entity
Bosil metal d.o.o, (LL.C) on the exploitation field number 515 - Podvirovi.

On that occasion, two measures were imposed on the business entity with the aim of
eliminating illegality:

1) It is prohibited to carry out mining operations of the Pilot plant for technological testing
of flotation processing of lead, zinc and copper ore, on exploitation field No. 515 -
Podvirovi.

2) It is prohibited to dispose of intermediate products which are the result of the flotation
process of lead, copper and copper ore outside the limits of the approved exploitation
field No. 515 — Podvirovi.

2 The Ministry of Environmental Protection carries out activities within the scope of the
assessment and strategic assessment of environmental impact as Tollows:

In accordance with Article 14 of the Law on Environmental Protection. the Ministry of
Environmental Protection adopted a Decision (number 353-02-20392021-03 dated 26
Movember 2021), determining the scope and content of the Environmental Impact Assessment
Study of the project of exploitation of Pb, Zn and Cu ore from the “Podvirovi™ and “Popovica™
deposits in the Karamanica arca near Bosilegrad (including the ore processing plant and
flotation tailing dump), which forms an integral part of the accompanying documentation
submitted to the Ministry of Mining and Energy together with the Exploitation Approval
Request.

Based on the issued Decision which determined the scope and content of the Environmental
Impact Assessment Study of the sites *Podvirovi™ and “Popovica” in the Karamanica area near
Bosilegrad, the Impact Assessment Study was not submitted to the Ministry of Environmental
Protection for the purpose of granting consent to the same.
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In accordance with the decisions of the Joint Commission for Environmental Protection
Cooperation set up pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of
Environmental Protection of the Republic of Serbia and the Ministry of Environmental
Protection and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria on cooperation in the field of environment
protection as well as the Biannual Implementation Programme of the Memorandum, a working
meeting of Serbian and Bulgarian experts was scheduled 1o take place in Sofia (Republic of
Bulgaria) on 26 January 2023 in the field of environmental impact assessment and the strategic
environmental impact assessment, including the readiness to participate in the cross-border EIA
procedure (envirenmental impact assessment) for a new project Bosil-metal, Bosilegrad for the
purpose of monitoring possible impact of activities on the environment in potentially affected
areas, according to the opinions of the Bulgarian institutions and the interested public.

The meeting was cancelled due to the unforeseen circumstances on the part of the Bulgarian
party, with understanding and possibility of rescheduling the meeting in the coming period.

Bearing in mind that two parties did not hold meetings during 2023, the Serbian party sent
an e-mail to the Bulgarian party on 13 December 2023 and expressed ils interest in the
continuation of activities on the implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding between
the Ministry of Environmental Protection of the Republic of Serbia and the Ministry of
Environmental Protection and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria on cooperation in the field of
environment protection. The Bulgarian party responded to the Serbian party that in the
following period they would submit a proposal for a two-vear work plan of the Joint
Commission.

3. The Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure. in Statement No, 350-

02-1195/2023-07 of 6 February 2024, as well as in the Statement dated January 2023, stated
that the Government of the Republic of Serbia passed a Decision on the Spatial Plan of the
special purpose area of gold exploitation in the exploration area “Potaj Cuka — Tisnica™ (Official
Gazette RS, No. 64/2021).

4 The Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia submitted the Statement (03 number:
025-1836/2 dated 11 July 2023), in which it asserted that the Institute did not have additional

facts in relation to the prior Statement 03 number 025-4042/2 dated 28 December 2022, which
was submitted as part of the documentation of the previous report of the Ministry of
Environmental Protection.

5 The Municipality of Zagubiea submitted its Statement number 111-03-351-157/2023
dated 6 June 2023, which asserted that the geological research of mineral deposits at the location
in question is not in contradiction to the Spatial Plan of the municipality of Zagubica (“Official
Gazette of Zagubica Municipality™, No. 2/11).

6 The Municipalitv of Bosilegrad submitted its Statement number 501-39-1/2024 dated
18 January 2024 which states that the Spatial Plan of the Mumicipality of Bosilegrad ("Official
Gazette of the Municipality of Bosilegrad”, No. 8/2013) does not define the area for expanding
the exploitation and construction of flotation in the area of the Karamanica mine. Accordingly.
It is necessary to carry out new spatial and urban planning for this purpose in accordance with
the Law on Planning and Construction.

Based on the above stated, the Bosilegrad Municipal Assembly adopted a Decision on the
conditions for the research and exploitation of mineral deposits in the territory of Bosilegrad
Municipality ("Official Gazette of the Municipality of Bosilegrad", number 18/21), in which it
stated that the research and exploitation of mineral deposits in the territory of the Bosilegrad
Municipality may be carried out with the preparation of appropriate planning documents
according to the Law on Planning and Construction and the Law on Mining.
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Please find enclosed copies of the mentioned documents translated into English.

Whilst looking forward to your response. we wish to thank the Bureau in advance for their
thorough consideration of this report.

Sincerely.

Lotz [Pt n it

&

Irena Vitjovié

Annex | — Report by the Ministry of Mining and Energy

Annex Il - Report by the Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure
Annex 111 Report by the Municipality Bosilegrad

Annev IV Report by the Municipality Zagubica

Annex V Report by the Institute of Environmental Conservation
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Annex | — Report by the Ministry of Mining and Energy

Republic of Serbia

MINISTRY OF MINING AND ENERGY

Number: 337-00-00068/2023-01

Date: 01/06/2023

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
2 Mihajla Pupina Blvd.
11070 Belgrade

To Whom It May Concern,

On 11/05/2023, you informed the Ministry of Mining and Energy with the letter No. 337-00-
0058/2023-04 that the Non-Government Organisation “Earth Thrive”, in cooperation with other
associations lodged two complaints concerning the negative impact of mining activities in
Bosilegrad and the mountainous area of Homolje.

Upon inspecting the official records, it was established that the Ministry, with the letter No.
310-02-01812/2022-02 from 27 December 2022, submitted the required report on issued
approvals on requested locations in accordance with the letter of your Ministry.

In accordance with you latest letter, we are sending you a supplementary report.

1.

On the territory of the Municipality of Bosilegrad, a business entity Bosil metal LLC is
carrying out the exploitation of lead and zinc ore reserves while there are no issued
approvals for the exploitation of mineral reserves in the mountainous area of Homolje.

In the territory of Bosilegrad Municipality, the following business entities have
permission to carry out applied geological research:

Golden Age Resources d.0.0. (LLC), exploration site Crnostica, research of Au, Ag, Cu,
Pb, Zn;

Golden Age Resources d.0.0. (LLC), exploration site Ljubata, research of Cu, Au, Pb, Zn,
Ag;

Golden Age Resources d.o.0. (LLC), exploration site Radovnica, research of Cu, Au, Pb,
Zn, Mo; Municipality of Trgoviste, Bosilegrad, Vranje;

Grot a.d. (Ltd), Kriva Feja, exploration site Ploca, research of Pb, Zn;

Medgold istrazivanja d.o.o. (LLC), Belgrade, exploration site Donje Tlamino, research of
Au, Pb, Zn, Ag, Cu, Mo;

Medgold istrazivanja d.o.o. (LLC), Belgrade, exploration site Surlica— Dukat, research of
Cu, Au, Pb, Zn, Ag, Mo, Municipality of Trgoviste, Bosilegrad.
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With the previous letter No. 310-02-01812/2022-02 from 27 December 2022, we informed you
of the issued approvals for carrying out geological research in the mountainous area of Homolje.

3. Interms of the inspection supervision on requested locations, we inform you as follows:

On the site of Homolje, in the "Potaj ¢uka - Tisnica" exploration area, the geological
inspector of the Republic of Serbia carried out a regular inspection on 06 December 2021. At
the time of the inspection, no illegalities or irregularities were identified that would require the
imposition of measures to correct them. A new regular inspection supervision is planned in the
Annual Plan for 2023.

For the area of Bosilegrad, the mining inspector carried out an extraordinary inspection of the
supervised business entity Bosil metal LLC on the exploitation field number 515 - Podvirovi.

Pursuant to the minutes, two measures were imposed on the business entity with the aim of
eliminating illegality:

1. Itis prohibited to carry out mining works of the Pilot plant for technological testing of
flotation processing of lead, zinc and copper ore, on exploitation field No. 515 —
Podvirovi.

2. ltis prohibited to dispose of intermediate products which are the result of the flotation
process of lead, copper and copper ore outside the limits of the approved exploitation
field No. 515 — Podvirovi.

Yours sincerely,
MINISTER
Dubravka Pedovié¢
Delivered to:

- The addressee;
- The Archives.
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Annex Il - Report by the Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure

MINISTRY OF
CONSTRUCTION, TRANSPORT
AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Department for Spatial and Urban
Planning
No: 350-02-1195/2023-07
Date: 6 February 2024
10a Kralja Milutina St
Belgrade

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

1 Omladinskih brigada St
11070 Novi Beograd

To Whom it May Concern,

This letter is to inform you that we have received your letter No. 337-00-00058/2/2023-
04 dated 10 January 2024 requesting the delivery of the Scope of Work Report pertaining to the
“Complaint No. 2022/06: Complaint on stand-by: Serbia: Possible negative impact of mining
activities in Bosilegrad and in the Homolje Mt region”. With reference to the aforestated and in
accordance with the competencies of the Department for Spatial and Urban Planning, the
Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure, we hereby inform you that the
Government of the Republic of Serbia adopted a Decision on drafting the Spatial plan of the
special purpose area of gold exploitation in the exploration area “Potaj Cuka — Tisnica”
(Official Gazette RS, No. 64/2021).

Sincerely,

STATE SECRETARY

Aleksandra Sofronijevi¢
As per Minister's Authorisation
No. 000159170 2024 14810 010 006 000 001
of 29 January 2024


https://biznis.telegraf.rs/teme/gold
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Annex 111 Report by the Municipality Bosilegrad

Republic of Serbia
MUNICIPALITY BOSILEGRAD
Municipal administration
Environmental protection service
Number: 501-39-1/2024
18.01.2024.
BOSILEGRAD
Ministry of environmental protection
Omladinskih brigada 1, SIV Il
11070 New Belgrade/Serbia
Dear Sir/Madam,

Regarding your file number: 337-00-00058/2/2023-04 from 10.04.2024. in which you have
requested a statement on a complaint number: 2022/06 related to a possible negative impact of
mining activities in Bosilegrad, we inform you that:

Spatial Plan of municipality Bosilegrad with Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) with
textual and graphic documentation can be found on the official website of a Central register of
planning documents within a Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure, an official
website of municipality Bosilegrad and (,,Official Gazette of the City of the Vranje”, No.
8/2013).

In the existing Spatial Plan of municipality Bosilegrad, an area around the existing mine
Karamanica is marked as a metal deposit, but within it, there is no specifically defined area for
expansion of exploitation and flotation construction. For this matter it is necessary to conduct a
new spatial and urbanistic planning according to Law on planning and construction.

For this reason, Assembly of municipality of Bosilegrad has made a Decision on conditions for
research and exploitation of mineral raw materials on a territory of a municipality Bosilegrad
(,,Official Gazette of the City of the Vranje”, No. 18/21). In this decision it is said that Research
and exploitation of mineral raw materials on a territory of a municipality Bosilegrad can be
conducted with the preparation of appropriate planning documents according to Law on
planning and construction and Law on mining.

Sincerely,

Environmental protection service, Head of the
municipal administration,

Advisor for environmental affairs, Miodrag Jakimov

Mikica Vasilev
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Annev IV Report by the Municipality Zagubica

Republic of Serbia

MUNICIPALITY OF ZAGUBICA
Municipality Administration
Department for Economy and Economic
Development

Number: 111-03-351-157/2023
Date:06/06/2023

Zagubica

Republic of Serbia
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
11070 NEW BELGRADE
1 Omladinskih brigada Street, SIV Il

Subject: Response to your Request for reporting on Complaint No. 2022/06, on
monitoring the possible negative impact of mining activities in the mountainous area of
Homolje.

To Whom It May Concern,

With reference to the request of the Ministry of Environmental Protection, No. 337-00-
00058/2023-04 from 11 May 2023, for reporting on Complaint No. 2022/06, regarding the
negative impact of mining activities in the mountainous area of Homolje, we inform you of the
following:

According to the spatial plan of the municipality of Zagubica ("Official Gazette of
Zagubica Municipality ", No. 2/11), at the location of the planned mining activities, the
geological research of mineral resources is not in contradiction to the said plan, while the
exploitation of mineral resources is in the competence of the state authorities (adopting plans,
issuing permits, etc.).

In reference to the allegations included in the complaints about the possible negative
impact of mining activities in the mountainous area of Homolje on rare fauna and flora species,
which may be affected by mining activities at the location in question, the Municipality of
Zagubica has no knowledge, i.e. the Municipality of Zagubica has never done any studies,
research and similar analysis regarding the rare flora and fauna species in Homolje. In addition,
no report, study or similar document by any competent state authority have ever been delivered
to the Municipality of Zagubica.

Yours sincerely,
Head of the Department
Radisa Milosevi¢
(IMegible signature)

Round seal of the Department for Economy and Economic Development
of the Municipality of Zagubica affixed hereto.
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Annex V Report by the Institute of Environmental Conservation

03 No. 025-1836/2 INSTITUTE FOR NATURE CONSERVATION
OF SERBIA
11.07.2023. Japanska 35, 11070

New Belgrade
WWW.ZZPS.Is

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Omladinskih brigada 1
11070 NEW BELGRADE

Your number: 337-00-00058/2023-04 from 11.05.2023.

Subject: The Statement regarding the ,,Complaint Number 2022/06 : Complaint on stand-by:
Republic of Serbia: The possible negative impact of mining activities in Bosilegrad and the
mountain region of Homolje”

You submitted a request to the Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia, registered in the
Institute under 03. Number 025-1836/1 from the 19.05.2023., for the Statement regarding the
Complaint (which was submitted by the International non-governmental organisation ,,Earth
Thrive®, together with the co-complainants: Assosiation ,,Eko-Krajiste” from Bosilegrad, Kings
College Legal Clinic from London (UK), ,,Balkanka” Association from Sofia (Bulgaria), the
non-governmental organization ,Mlavska vojska” and ,,Cuvari Homolja” (Serbia) and
international non-governmental organisation ,,Earth Law Center” from the United States of
America number: 2022/06: ,,Complaint on stand-by: Republic of Serbia: The possible negative
impact of mining activities in Bosilegrad and mountain region of Homolje”.

Regarding the request of the Bureau of the Bern Convention in the Council of Europe, due to
consideration of the Report from the Republic of Serbia about the Complaint number: 2022/06,
We inform you that the Institute does not have any additional stating facts in regards to the
Statement 03 num. 025-404/2 from 28.12.2022., which We delivered on the 13.01.2023.

DIRECTOR’S VD
Marina Sibali¢

Attachement:

-The Copy of the Statement 03 num. 025-404/2 from 28.12.2022.
Delivered to:

-Submitter of the request

- Archive



